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Curtis/Curtiss Chronicle 


Comments from Your President 


Summer is in full swing with all its special activities - 
vacations, camping, picnics, swimming - all the things that make 
summer such a great season. It is also a very busy time of year. 

I hope that you are planning to include in your summer activities 
attendance at the 1992 Annual Meeting and Reunion to be held on 
Saturday, August 1 at the Marriott in Trumbull, CT. You. should have 
received the special mailing with all the information about it several 
weeks ago. If you did not, and are interested, please contact me. 

(See page 2 for my address and phone number.) 

We will be displaying a quilt made in mid-19th century by Mery Brewer of 
Stratford. It was made and entered into a contest - winning 3rd place 
at the state level, and lst place nationally. We will have copies of 
all the appropriate documentation for those who are interested. And 
of course there will be a goodopportunity to take photos. 

It has been my primary goal to develop a program, and time 
schedule which will allow that the necessary items be accomplished, an 
—pportunity to mingle and meet distant "cousins", and still allow 
chose who wish to, but have limited time, an opportunity to go to the 
Stratford Historical Society (the Judson House) and/or the old 
Congregational Church Burying Ground. 

Our membership has remained rather static this year. We have 
gained quite a number of new members. But we have also had many 
cousins who have not renewed. Look at the top line on the address 
label. The year denotes when your membership expires. The letter 
denotes the level of membership - S = Single, C = Husband & Wife, M = 
Minor (under 21). Life is self-explanatory. If there is no date you 
did not renew for 1992. If you do not renew for 1993 before December 
1, 1992, we will, unfortunately, have to drop you from our rolls. A 
renewal slip will accompany your copy of the Minutes from the Annual 
Meeting. We do hope that you will all continue to support your 
Society. And encourage other family members to join us. 

After several months of uncertainty and concern, we have had 
response from several members willing to become the next Treasurer of 
the Society. The Nominating Committee will be making its decision and 
that individual will join the other nominees for election. We wish to 
extend heartfelt thanks to those who have offered their services. All 
of us need tc do our share to ensure that our Society continues to be 
healthy and viable. 

I do hope to see you on August 1. If you are unable to join us, 
piease do not hesitate to write or call me. I wish each and every one 


a happy and healthy summer. BCLW 
Barbara Curtis Weaver 
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Officers 1991 ~ 1992 


President Bartera C. Neaver 131 Lake Road Orterio, 2 14519-09311 (716) 255-0621 
Vice-Preident Arthur E. Zutchinson 7363 Hidden Xnoils Ct. Springfield, VA 22153 (703) $44-c7i7 
Secretary Richzond E. Curtiss 234 Joshua Point Road Guilford, CT 06437(203) +52-3820 
Asst Secy Chrystene ©. Adams RFD #1 Sandy Brook 23d Winsted, CT 06093 (2C3) 375-5386~ 
Treasurer Prissilla C. wry 163B Bison Lane tratford, CT 06497 (203) 378-168: 
Director Nelson G. Curtis, Sr 927B Heritage Village Southbury, CT 06488 (203) 252-635: 


William McHenry, 1001 Ford Road Vestal, NY 13850-3234 (607) 748-9592 


Director Richard C. Perry P.0.Baox 128.South Britain, CT 06487 (203) 264-2993 


New Members Since the April “Chronicle” 

Casby, Lucille B. (Mrs John J.) 1433 Buena Vista Springdale, AR 72762 
Curtis, Richard T. 4439 Chart Court New Port Richey,FL 34652 
Curtiss, Dr. Vernon T. 2585 Winchester Blvd Campbell, CA 95008 
Emerson, John P.S. St. Petrus’ D-8996 Wigratzbad, Bavaria 

Foley, Edward H. 5 Evergreen Court West Chester, PA 19832 

Sanders, Ethel Mae(Mrs. James V) 11018 Madison Dr. Sun City. AZ 85351 


CORRECTION 


Omitted fromthe 2zistZof 
LIFE MEMBERS FOR 1990 

was the name of ; 
Dr.Victor William Willlits 
5961 Via del Cielo 
Pleasanton, CA 94566 


From: Mrs. Wilda Obey, Hinckley, MN 55037 


We have received 2 interesting letters from new member Mrs. Wilda 
Obey of Hinckley, Minnesota, which is about 75 miles north of Minnea- 
polis, Minnesota. Apparently, the town is famous for a forest fire which 

- occurred in 1894 and killed over 400 peopte. It happened on a very hot but 
windy day in September. Apparently loggers had felled many pine trees and 
had left branches all over when the trees were removed. Two main 
railroad lines crossed at Hinckley and sparks from trains had been 6 
constant source of fires that summer. 

On that day small fires spread rapidly by the winds through the tree 
tops, leaping over fields. The town of Hinckley was burned completely in 
short time with little warning. Most people who were saved got on railroed 
cars, one of which backed out of the area ofter being un_*le to continue 
forward, due to intense heat, smoke and fire-Twisted truck. Several other 
towns were also destroyed. Some people went into wells and root cellars 


(our regrets for this 
omission,Ed.) 


NEWS NOTE 
Robert Curtiss Slocumb, 


son of Iva Lou Lindgren 
(LIFE MEMBER) has been 
named Vice-President in 
charge of the Baked 

Goods Division of 
Pillsbury in Minneapolis. 


60 YEARS MARRIED 


Sally and Richmond Curtiss 
were treated to a eat 
week-end at the Red Lion 
Inn in Stockbridge, Mass. 
by their 4 children and 
spouses. 


but most perished., probably from lack of oxygen or from gases. Some 
survived by going to the center of potato fields ond the fire raced over 
them. Many went into small lakes and rivers and lived. 

it was on 6 Saturday and many men were out of town fighting fires, 
so families were separated for several days after the fire without 
knowing who survived. 

Hinckley has a fire museum, open in the summer, in a railroad depoit. 
The upstairs has been restored to living quarters with furnishings of the 
1894 period. Downstairs there are relics of the fire, lists of those killed, 
logging equipment, etc. Obituaries in the last 100 years always stated 
whether o deceased person was the survivor of the fire. It is believed that 
there are no more survivors still living. Even persons who were only 2 or 3 
years of age remembered that day. 

Mrs.Obey says that her grandfather was in North Dekota, 300 miles 
away, at the time of the fire and saw dark black clouds to the East and 
knew that something terrible had happened 

She does not know if there were any Curtis victims in the fire becouse 
she only moved there in 1973. She will look at the lists when the museum 
opens ond let us know if there were any Curtises. 

we thank Mre. Obey for this interesting report from the tayra were she 
now lives Perhaps eny Curtis members who pass near Hinckley may wish to 
visit the museum.. 
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- The Weekly STAR, February 8, 1992 


Curtis Putting It All Together At Western |= 


Former Pomperaug Star Is Writing Her Name In The Record Books 
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DANBURY — Sometimes it 
takes a while to know that 
you've found a home. Then it 
dawns on you that you're 
relaxed and confident, and 
things couldn’t be much bet- 
ter than they are. Kristen Cur- 
tis knows the feeling. 

It took Curtis a while to ad- 
just to Western Connecticut 
State University, but now, asa 
senior, she is enjoying her 
finest basketball season ever. 
The 5-foot-10 forward is a ma- 
jor reason the Colonials are 
17-3 and have an excellent 
chance to return to the NCAA 
Division Il Tournament. 

Her success has surprised 
her, although no one else 
doubted she could ac- 
complish what she has. 

“I’m not doing anything 
different,’’ she said. ‘I’m just 
playing the way | know how 
to play and I’m coming out 
with these [numbers]. It 
doesn't seem like I’m doing 
all this stuff that I’m doing, but 
it’s kind of neat."’ 

This is the stuff of a Division 
I Kodak All-America can- 
didate (stats are through last 
Tuesday’s game with Mount 
St Mary’s): 

eShe is the school’s all-time 
leading rebounder with 801 
(the record she’s most proud 
of). 


playing in college.” She also 
was concerned about keeping 
up with class work. 

Rajcula never thought she 
would see Curtis again. 
“Historically, others who 
have quit haven’t come 
back,’’ she said. ‘‘They never 
learned how to budget their 
time for schoolwork and 
athletics.’’ ss 

But Curtis, a Southbury 
resident, never doubted she 
would return, although she 
sought advice from family, 
friends, and her high school 
coach before making the 
decision. ‘She had that ap- 
prehension about going from 
high school to college that 
many students have,’’ said 
Bob Mielcarz, her coach at 
Pomperaug. “I think it goes 
back to the question, ‘Should 
freshmen be playing varsity 
basketball?’’’ 

She. made the team the 
next season, but it still took a 
while for her to feel comfor- 


‘table at Western. Curtis said 


Rajcula helped her a lot. On 
the court, the coach taught 
her post moves and how to 
muscle players underneath 
the basket; off the court, she 
made her feel accepted and 
took an interest in how she 
was doing academically. 


over the last three semesters, 
according to Rajcula, who 
keeps track of her players’ ’ 
grades to make sure they 
maintain the required 2.5 
GPA to compete. ‘Knowing 
that [coach] is watching over 
you means you can’t slack 
off,’ said Curtis. 


Quality Time 

Oddly enough, Curtis rarely 
plays the full 40 minutes of 
each game, which makes her 
accomplishments more amaz- 
ing. She averages just 27 
minutes a contest, partly 
because she commits too 
many fouls (which she’s cut 
down on) and also because 
Western has been blowing 
out many opponents. Still she 
has been the team’s high 
scorer in 17 of 20 games. Talk 
about quality time. 

And she’s tough. After 
Tuesday night’s game against 
Mount St Mary’s, in which 
she scored her 1,000th point, 
Curtis was the tired and bruis- 
ed warrior. She had banged 
bodies for every rebound, 
dove for loose balls, and 
cracked her head against the 
floor. “I ache all over,’ she 
said. And that was an easy 
game, Western winning 
69-37. 


‘zeok stu} wee. [Tea 


142s 


ro f‘AMauynocwtTy SeATT stzanp ue 


‘wa ‘AeTseTTen Jo sstgzamo ‘fr euyseN szequewl 


AYTSTPATUN 94BL¢S "UUOD UTeZsem aud 
useq seu eus ‘ST4ZaND SsTIoTJeq pue yamMg fo 184 


*spgooez Aueu Ft 


pue 
eoeTu e@ ST pue 


3 of 189 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Curtis Family History 


GOopdD JOHN CURTIS 
WHO FOUGHT ON BOTH SIDES IN THE REVOLUTION 


In Torrington, Conn., in 1742, Capt. Alien Curtis (€(4), son 
David (3), Joseph (2), Dr. Thomas Curtis of Wethersfield (1)] and nis 
wife, Ruth, had a little boy, John (5), for whom fate had a peculiar 
destiny - that of fighting on both sides in America’s War of the 
Revolution. In 1748 Capt. Allen Curtis moved his family to Salisbury, 
Conn., and the next year his wife died, already having had a large 
family of eleven children. Although some of John’s older brothers had 
left home by then, he grew up with other brothers and sisters, 
including his closest brother, Medad, two years his senior. 


John married Deborah _____ in 1763, and she gave him seven boys 
but no girls. On May §, 1775, although he now lived in Amenia, just 
across the New York State border, John joined Capt. Abel Pettibone’s 
Fourth Conn. Regiment and served with the American forces until 
December 8, 1775. He and his brother, Medad, in 1774 went north to 
Great Barrington, Mass., where Medad joined the Shakers, a sect of 
British origin. One day he was soundly beaten up by neighboring 
patriots as he was defending the person of Shaker high priestess, Ann 
Lee. When his new neighbors beat up his favorite brother, John was 
ready to retaliate, and in so doing, he became tarred with the same 


Loyalist brush. 


Many people in Amenia were the proprietors of Manchester, Vt., 
but unlike most proprietors, they went to their new lands and settled. 
In 1775, the last year John was in Amenia, he had bought a piece of 
land in Manchester from Moses Soper of Amenia, and in the fall of 1776 
he appeared in Manchester with his deed. By the spring of 1777 he had 
crops in the ground, but somehow his American patriot antagonists got 
wind of where he was and caught up with him so fast he had to leave in 
his night-shirt, losing his clothes, his watch, his farming tools, and 
his’crops in the ground. His land was confiscated, as later shown by 
a document signed by Governor Chittenden of Vermont. 


At that point in late 1777, he joined up to fight with British 
Seneral Burgoyne. Doubtless he was ready to give his eye-teeth to get 
a pot-shot at those colonist enemies of his who beat up his brother, 
Medad, ambushed him in the night, and confiscated his farm. Later, 
the records in Washington revealed an astonishing lack of unanimity on 
John’s death —- or reported death — but the idea uppermost in all the 
testimony seems to have been that John had conveniently died about the 
time he joined the British. One record has him taken off by camp 
fever at White Plains, another by yellow fever at Albany in the spring 
of 1778. Still another states that he served on the American side in 
Massachusetts in the fall of 1778, after he had reportedly died in the 
spring of the same year. 


Poor John! After the war, he took refuge in Canada. He had 
never seen his youngest son, Lebbeus (4), born in 1777, and his wife, 
Deborah, had left him and married again in 1782. From the ruin that 
fate’ and hate had wrought for him, he collected what he could. He 
asked for land in Canada in 1788, and one by one, five of his sons 
joined him. Their families grew and prospered in Quebec as the final 
legacy of good John Curtis, who fought on both sides in the Revolution! 


Adapted in 1991 by Richard C. Perry from TAG Vol. XV, No. 2, October 
1938 article by Harlow D. Curtiss. 
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The last few months have been busy and 
productive. Since a vast majority of the early 
Curtis lines in the data base have Connecticut 
by Art Hutchinson connections, I have begun forming the non-Curtis 
spouses and lines into family groups. As a first 
stage in this project, I have completed most 
linkages for the lines in Jacobus’ eight volume Families of Ancient New Haven. That was easy 
to write but the doing took several hundred intense hours of work. I plan to continue in this 
vein using History and Genealogy of the Families of Old Fairfield and The American 
Genealogist. 

Dick and Mary Perry have been diligently sorting and sifting through the archives and 
the more recent correspondence files for unpublished descendant information. Most of the older 
information relates to the descendants of Curtis daughters, although the newer information tends 
to be more evenly mixed. Mary and Dick periodically send 1"-2" thick packets for entry into © 
the data base. As the information is entered, the data base is posted with the information source 
as a reference and the original information separately filed by source. As this cross referencing 
continues over time, we will be able to refer researchers to those with a contemporary interest 
in the same family lines. 

More than twenty Curtis lineages have been identified by Frederic Haines Curtiss and 
Harlow Dunham Curtis. I have appreciable reference material on only four of these lines: 
Widow Elizabeth of Stratford, CT; Richard of Dorchester, MA & Wallingford, CT; Dr. Thomas 
of Wethersford, CT; and Richard of Salem, MA and Southold, NY. Perhaps further information 
of the other lines will be found in the archives or will be provided by the membership. In any 
case, as information of these and the several other lines are added to the data base, I will keep 
all informed of progress through displays such as the "Data Base Scoreboard” located elsewhere. 

Descendants of Dr. Thomas may wish to contact Mrs. Rose Mary Goodwin [10711 
Sherman Grove SP 51, Sunland, CA 91040-2353]. Rose Mary is the compiler of A Family 
Named Curtis: Descendants of Thomas Curtis of Wethersfield, CT. 1598-1982, 737 pages, 
privately published in Feb. 1983. She is still actively collecting information on Dr. Thomas’ 
descendants and I am led to believe a supplement to her earlier work may be planned. Her work 
was cited as a reference in Captain George Whitehorne of Boston... in the April 1992 issue of 
The New England Historical and Genealogical Register. 

One of the interesting parts [and a sometime source of frustration] of this work is finding 
clues which may add new information. For instance, take the case of Theodosia* Curtiss 
[Israel’, Eliphalet®, Peter’, Joseph*, Thomas’, John’, Widow Elizabeth]. Harlow cites multiple 
instances of this specific spelling of Theodosia while conjecturing family connections. He 
provides [1953 supplement, p. 128] that she married William Rann on 6 Apr 1842, location not 
given. The family resided in Marcellus, NY for a number of years. In the June 1986 issue of 
Tree Talks, the quarterly publication of the Central NY Genealogical Society, is found the 
following: Theodotia Curtiss of Marcellus m. at Marcellus 6 Apr 1842 Mr. William R. Rand 
of Onondaga, an extract from St. John’s Episcopal Church, Marcellus records. Are the two 
possible spellings of both names significant? Does "Rand" v.s. "Rann" offer a new avenue of 
research in this family line? 


Computer Corner 


(Concluded on Page #6) 


NOTE FROM THE EDITOR - Nelson Curtis, Sr has asked to be relieved 
of the responsibility of putting the "Chronicle" to-gether. He has 
spent a lot of time in revitalizing the paper and our response from 
the members has been very favorable. He will continue to be a 
Director. We thank him for all his hard work: 
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t | D t t 
On p. 110 of ec FG 2 app . i é Be tia arlow gives that Moses Sheldon’ Curtiss [Amos’, 
Oo 


John* ‘*, Israel’, John? W rely iets saan Feb 1803 at Lansingburgh, NY, Susan 
Rathbone, dau. of Wait & Mary Rathbone, and that she married second a Mr. Hermans. In the 
Jan 1982 issue of the Rathbun-Rathbone-Rathburn Family Historian, p. 29, it is noted that 
Susannah Rathbun, born 6 Mar 1779, dau. of Wait Rathbun/Rathbone and his second wife, Mary 
Brown, widow of William Palmer, married first Moses S. Curtis and second Cornelius 
Heermans. This reference is a quarterly publication of the Rathbun Family Association, 11308 
Popes Head Road, Fairfax, VA 22030. 

Can anyone help with the following puzzles? {"/nquiring minds want to know"}: 

1. Who were the parents of Rachel Potter, wife of Philo’ Curtiss [Abijah*, Daniel*?, William?, 
Widow Elizabeth]? Jared Potter as Harlow gives on p. 110 of the 1953 supplement or Timothy 
& Martha (Turner) Potter as Jacobus gives in Families of Ancient New Haven, V1:1475. 

2. Was David Lewis [1903 Curtiss Genealogy, p. 18] who married Phebe’ Curtiss [Ephraim*, 
Joseph’, John’, Widow Elizabeth] the son, born 5 Jun 1711 in Stratford, of Captain James Lewis 
and Hannah Judson, whose wife is given only as Phebe on p. 120 of Donna Siemiatkoski’s The 
Descendents of Governor Thomas Welles...? 

3. Is it the same Stephen Curtiss Lewis, born 12 May 1785 [1953 supplement, p. 36], son of 
Stephen Lewis & Jerusha® Curtiss, who married Hannah Wheeler and had Phebe who married 
Comelius Agur* Curtiss [1903 Genealogy, p..172; 1953 supplement, p. 250]? 

I have many, many questions of this sort. If anyone has an interest in working on 
research problems not necessarily connected with their own line(s), I’ll be happy [read over- 
joyed] to share. Your questions, comments or information are always welcome. My address 
is 7364 Hidden Knolls Court, plait VA 22153-1911. 


oe oe Da e Scoreboard | 
; Number of Descendants 
Line Progenitors Descendants plus Spouses Generations 
John Curtiss & Elizabeth Hutchins 
of Stratford, CT 14,672 22,750 
Richard Curtice & Sarah Carwithey 
of Salem, MA & Southold, NY 429 630 
Richard Curtis & Elizabeth [ ] 
of Dorchester, MA & Wallingford, CT 1,102 
Dr. ‘Thomas Curtis & Elizabeth Salmon 
of Wethersfield, CT 


Granville, MA Curtis Tavern 


The Curtis Tavern, built in 1765, was the home of of Aaron (1737) 
and Hannah Griswold Curtiss(Great,great grandfather of Richmond Hodges 
Curiss}).They were marriedin 1763 in Durham, CT. They came to Granville 
to establish their home and operate the Tavern. The date and "A.C." are 
carefully inscribed in the stone of the kitchen fireplace. Five Curtiss 
chi;dren born here before Aaron's death in 1801. It continued to be 
operated as a tavern by the eldest son, Nathan, until 1840 when it went 
out of the family. Mrs. Curtis wrote to her friends in Durham that she 
could watch the young men(including her husband) training for the Re- 
volutionary army on the gree .. 

‘have been through the house several times and it is charming!) 
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Catherine C. Lawrence of Stratford, was able to copy the original 
of this old summons. It shows that it didn't pay to tell stories 
that provoked laughter in those days! On Sundays: 


To the Sheriff of ye’County of Fairfield ao his Deputy or 
to one of ye Constables of ye Town of Stratford in Sd County: 
Greeting. Whereas Complaint hath been made to me ye Subscriber 
20th day ot November 1752 that ye severall persons hereafter 
were met and conversed in Company or Companies on ye evening 
following the Lord's day being ye 19th day of November last-- 
at ye house of Nathan Curtis of sd Stratford and their spend their 
time vainly Laughing etc which being Contrary to ye Law of this 
Government entitled an act for ye due observation.and keeping the 
Sabbath on Lords day etc--sd Complaint being made by Joseph Walker 
of sd Stratford Tything man as on file may be seen (vist) Peter 
Feet, Robert Wells Junr and Ruth Wells all of sd Stratford 

; These are therefore in his Majesties name 

to Command you to attach ye Bodys of sd Peter Feet Robert Wells 
Juor & Ruth Wells & have ym [thea forthwith before me the 
Subscriber or of his Majestis Justices of Ye Peace such other 
athority as may be present for ye County of Fairfield & to be 
examined in ye Premises & to be dealt with as the law in such 
Cases has provided hereof fail not & make Due Return of this Writt 


with your doings whereas the law directs & also notify Robert Wells 
to appear . 
Dated in Stratford, this llth day of jecau™ 1752 


fe) 
Jo Thompson Justice of Peace 


WIGRATZBAD, P.S. St Petrus (Bavaria) D8996 John Emerson 
"As a Curtis descendant, I am interested in your Society--- I reside 
more or less permanently in Europe, despite my American birth and Citizen- 
ship. My Curtis descent is through Ella Maria (1818-1893) daughter of 
Joseph Curtis (1782-1856). My family is covered on pp. 102-103 in the 
1953 genealogy. I am located 15 km. north of the town of Lindau, which 

is on the shore of Lake Constance" (You never will know when or where 


another Curti/Curtiss will pop up. Ed) 
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Curtis FamiMFioulm T’. Curtiss Jr. 


‘Former vice see of S.H. Couch 


Company in Quincy . 

‘NEW CASTLE fLS Malcolm An avid sailor, he was a past com- 
Tucke Curtiss Jr., 77, former vice modore of the Hingham Yacht Club, ’ 
president of the S.H.CouchCompany a member of the Portsmouth Yacht 
of Quincy, Mass., died at his home Club, York Golf and Tennis Club, 
Saturday, March 21, 1992 after a long The Club and the York Harbor Read- 
illness. ing Room. 

Born in Chestnut Hill, Mass., Aug. Mr. Curtiss was also a past trustee 
30, 1914, he was the son of the late of Derby Academry and a former pres- 
Malcolm Tucke and Alice (Bufford) ident and trustee of the South Shore 
Curtiss. 4 Ss in ee — 

urvivors include his widow, 

A longtime resident of Hingham, * : 

Mass., he attended Derby Academy, Katherine (Baker) Curtiss of New 
Castle; three daughters, Karen 

was a graduate of Phillips Exeter Backer of Berkeley, Calif, Sara T 
Academy, Class of 1933, and from : 4 a : 
rence Cole of Hingham, Mass., and Freder 

Harvard University, Class of 1937. . Parker of Glendale. Calif - a sister 
Mr. Curtiss was a LieutenantCom- ‘4 pane ieee 
Charlotte Curtiss Addoms of Hing- 


mander in the Naval Reserve during 
ham, Mass.; seven grandchildren, and 
World War II, and was awarded the aeueesl int and nephews. 


Bronze Star. 


Mr. Surviss was the great nephew of Frederic Haines Curtiss 
who compiled and published the 1903 edition of the firs’ 


urtiss Genes ag) 


.ewtown Squerg PA Mrs. “aoe Tes Jamison, 3131 Horton Road 19C73 


I am very sorry to have to tell you that my husband, Charles, died 
suddenly on December 7, 1991. I am sure he would have been very happy 
to be the treasurer of the Curtis/Curtiss Society. He had four lines back 
to John Curtis. 

My son, Thomas, is interested in the family genealogy and will take 
over his father’s membership when it is time for next year’s. 

I hope that my son and I may be able to come to the Curtis reunion 
this summer. 


A FAMOUS CURTIS 


EUGENE, OR Mrs. Ronald M. McDOwell, 2235 Providence Street 
Joel Dunbar,who lived in Camden, NY, married a cousin 
eter 11903 edition 
Rebecca Curtis. His grandmother was Hannah Curtis, a (FHC p #17) 
great, great grand daughter of John ana Elizabeth. Joel 
was Credited with the discovery of the cultivation of 
the garden strawberry. He was a Revolutionary Soldier. 
His brother, Moses Dunbar, was executed in Hartford, CT 
for high treason in 1777 
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ENGLIS Gitte! OPP ERRED 


New members Leslie and Roy Edwards of Hayes, Middlesex, UK, 
indicate That they have had some experience in doing local and family 
history research both in the US and UK (including early land/manorial 
records) and are “willing to help the society in any way feasible." 
Their interest derives through her ancestor, Mary Curtiss [51], Stephen 
C43, Israel (33, John €2]7, John and Elizabeth Cil. Mary [5], b 
Woodbury, Conn. 1713, m there Stephen Calkins in 1733. Both Leslie 
and Roy are members of the Society of Genealogists as well as several 
family history societies. 


The Society welcomes this generous offer of research help, and 
would be happy to receive suggestions from members on possible 
subjects for inquiry. For example, given the increasing interest in 
early female members of the Curtis(s) family, although a good bit is 
known about the Merriman, Wells, Booth, and Judson lines back toa 
England, more would be useful on others such as Preston, Beardsley, 
Thompson, Blagge, Jennings, or Porter. Further inquiry on the 
Hutchins line is underway. Alternatively, with the Society’s growing 
breadth of interest in records of English Curtis immigrants other than 
J & E, the origins and background would be illuminating for some such 
as Deodatus, Henry (several), John and Thomas of Virginia, Richard of 
Dorchester and Wallingford, Richard of Salem and Southold, and Dr. 
Thomas of Wethersfield and Southold, most of whom are known to have 
descendants who intermarried with those of John and Elizabeth Curtiss. 


Please send your ideas for English research to the Genealogical 
Committee c/o Richard C. Perry, Box 128, South Britain, Conn. 06487. 


CURTIS CS) QUERIES 


New member Edna R. Baldwin of 65 Hiwon, Conroe, Texas 77304, is 
seeking parents and lineage of Timothy Curtis, b. 3 May 1781 place 
unknown, m. 17 March 1808 Betsey Hurd in Sandgate, Bennington Co., Vt. 
He d. 20 June 1842 place unknown, leaving 3 sons —- Burlin (Berlin), 
Harvey Smith, and Moses, all bap. Sandgate. Two daughters d. y. 
Betsey Hurd Curtis was dau. of Reuben and Buelah Hurd, b. 30 June 
1787; she d. 1852 and is bur. Manchester, Vt. 


Although member David L. Curtis of 1440 Ranier, Canton, Mich. 
48187-3436, has a proven line back to John and Elizabeth through a 
female ancestor, he is stuck on the lineage of his own Curtis surname 
with Thomas (sometimes ‘Chester’) Curtis, b. ca 1767 in Vt. nr 
Granville, N. Y., m. Lodecianna Cady, dau. of Nahum and Mary (Tucker) 
Cady, b. Pomfret, Windham Co., Conn. 23 Oct. 1747. They had five ch: 
Phoebe, Norman, Peloman, Chester, and Chauncey Curtis, Curtiss, or 
Courtis. Thomas/Chester Curtis was in Rev. War and d. nr Cooperstown, 
Otsego, N. Y. abt 1798. If you run across this name or other Curtises 
in those areas, David would appreciate a contact. 


FCISDAN., NY Francis 2. Jenne, 71 Jhestnut Street 13576 

Qussy =i John? bern 30, Nev i742 at Woodsury, ST 
Noved to NY State and teen to Vanada. Fought ix the 
szevolutionary War. Seek correspondence with other 
aescerdants 

Dusrvy =2 Isaac? torn a aly L750 at. Plymouth, ct 
Mcved to New “York: “State, Monawk Valley, Utica aree. 
Married 30 Nov 1743 Lydia Lydia Foote. Seek 
cormresrondence with descendents . 
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Happy beh Curt_ 


Happy 93rd birthday greetings for 
next week to my former hase and col- 

_ league, Curtiss S. Johnson of Essex. 
Curt was for many years the publisher of 

- The Shore Line Times and later of The 
New Era in Deep River, and is also the 
author of several books. A native of 
Meriden and a direct descendant of R. H. 
Macy of Nantucket, who established the 
famous New York City department store, 
“Curt has lived in Deep River and Essex 
for more than 40 years and is one of the 
founders of the Connecticut River Foun- 
dation at the Steamboat Dock in Essex. 
He and his wife, Barbara, now make 
their home at Essex Meadows... 


* CURT JOHNSON Ga 1976). 


Nominating Committee: A new Treasurer, is to rplace Priscill Wry,who 
asked to be retired. She has done a fine job and we thank her for her years 
of service. The new Treasurer, to be nominated is: Judith Curtis Waldron, 
(Mrs. Steven) P.0.Box 35230, Richmond , VA 23235 a native of Stratford, CT 
and a member since 1972. The post of Assistant Secretary, since Chrystene 


Adams chose not to continue, 


‘Stem ee 


FAST CLASS MALL 


For Reference 


FROM: ; 
The Jou and Elizabeth this room 
Curtis/Curtiss Society Not to be taken from 
RICHMOND H. CURTISS, Secretary 
234 Joshua Point Road 
” Guilford, Connecticut 06437 
TO: 92-8 


Mes Millicent Ann Schreiber 
———_ 38 Heather Way 
Ventura, CA 93004 


FAST CLASS MALL 
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7 Auge ry 1997 
Dear Cousin Janita, 


Many of you ordered, "A Concise History of the Introduction of Protes- 
tanism into Mississippi and the Southwest" from me some time ago; I have just 
written a book on one of the central figures of that book, REV. RICHARD 
CURTIS, JR. (1755-1811), the first Baptist Minister in Mississippi and the 

“Southwest. It's entitled, "FEARLESS, FAITHFUL, and FORGOTTEN". 

My extensive research took me all the way to Seville, Spain to research 
the Archives where the famous "Cuban Papers" are deposited. Many don't 
know that when Gov. GAYOSO lost Natchez to the Americans in 1798 that all 
the thousands of Spanish documents on the early Natchez American inhabitants 
were barreled up and sent to New Orleans to CORONDELET, the Governor-general}; 
from there they were sent to Havana, Cuba (hence, the Paples de Cuba, or 
"The Cuban Papers"). .!Here they remained until 1869 when they were sent to 
SEVILLE, SPAIN. 

The book will contain numerous 'never-before=seen' documents about REV. 
RICHARD -CURTIS, JR. that were translated by Professor DOUG ENGLIS who sooke 
at the Natchez Memorial Library in 1994; DOUG resides in Seville. 

I even found a four page “hand-written” letter by REV. CURTIS which he 
wrote in 1795 in defense of his preaching publicly in Natchez, for which he 
was arrested and expelled from the Territory for fifteen months. 

Qne of my greatest finds in Seville was Legajo # 14, (bundle #14) which 
consisted of numerous pages containing the actual SIGNATURES of all of the 
early Natchez and Jefferson county inhabitants pledging their "Oath of 
Allegiance" to Spain, 4 Jane, 1787. So, all of you family history researchers 
get ready for a thrill as you look at your distant ancestors signature; in 
fact, the book will contain over 5,000 signatures on petitions, ect. Surely, 
you will find your ancestor among these. 

This book was long overdue as REV. RICHARD CURTIS, JR. will finally get 
the credit he deserves for his great courage and sacrifice he made. I promise 
you that you will certainly not be disappointed: in this book. 

This soft-bound book of nearly 200 pages is filled with numerous 
translated documents "never-before-seen" in the United States; and so, it's 
a steal at $40.00, and I pay all postage. 

Maps and pictures, as well as a historical setting surrounding the 
events in the Life of RICHARD CURTIS, JR. and thousands of other inhabitants 
will prove to be a wealth of information to any family history researcher. 

Lastly, many Suprizes await my readers; for example, do you know the 
name of oue of American PRESIDENTS that took the “Oath of Allegiance" to Spain? 
AND, did you Know that our very first COMMANDER-inCHIEF of the ARMED FOKCES, 
"JAMES WILKINSON" was drawing a@ pension from the U. S. AND SPAIN at the same 
time? All of this, and far too much more for me to deal with here, awaits 
you in the book. 

As there will only be a limited number of book made, I encourage you to 
get your orders in early to assure yourself of getting one. Also, if you 
happen to be a BAPTIST, you might consider getting your pastor one for a 


Christmas present. 
OWI D , 
c A TT 
Cc 


K CURTIS 
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Mark Your Calendars 
NOW! 
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2 ay 
Dedication: Richard Chapman Perry 


> Itis appropriate that this issue of the Chronicle © 


be dedicated to Dick Perry. The Society has 
suffered a great loss with his passing. Dick in- 
spired the Society with his vision and energy. The 
many new members (those who joined within the 
last two years) may not realize his impact; earlier 
members could not fail to recognize it. It was 


Dick whose vision saw the need for the surname . 


association aspects of our present Society objec- 
tives and who saw the potential for computers in 
the Society’s work. It was his own hard, unselfish 
work that began to turn them into reality. 


During the years of his membership, he held many 
demanding positions in the Society and was always 
there when needed. Dick did skip one office. He 
never served as President — he refused each time 
it was offered — since he felt strongly that the 
Presidency should only be held by someone with 
Curtis ancestry. He did not. It was his wife and 
teammate, Mary, who was the Curtis. 


The Society and all in it are the richer because of 
Dick and we owe him. The words others have 
used to remember Dick elsewhere in this issue are 
true and touching and paint a fair portrait. But, 
most of all, Dick was a true friend — and we’ll miss 
him. - f 


Musings from the President ... 


_ > Hope all of you have saved the date - Octobe! 


8, 1994. That is the date for our Annual Meeting 
and Reunion. We will be meeting in Cheshire 
Connecticut. After the meeting and luncheon we 
will be travel to Plainville. You will be receiving 
a packet with all the information in early August 


We will be including in the packet, an order blank 
for the "official" 1994 Reunion T-shirt. We will be 
placing the order in time to receive them fo 
distribution at the Reunion. And anyone who will 
not be attending but would still want a T-shirt will 
be able to order one also, and I will send it to you 
There will be a wide range of sizes - from Child’: 
small to Adult 3X. ‘ 

In mid-May I made a trip to Connecticut to "firm 
up" the Reunion plans. I had a delightful visit 
with Richmond and Sally. Such wonderful, gener- 
ous hosts. The view of Long Island Sound from 
nearly everywhere in their home was beautiful. 
We traveled to Cheshire and on to Plainville and 
finalized the arrangements. Our wanderings 
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included a stop at the Curtiss Nurseries where I 
got a beautiful hanging plant - miniature daisies - 
for my Mother. And on to Lock 12 reconstructed 
historical site. And all while we enjoyed wonder- 
ful weather - sunny and pleasant temperatures. 


After a very long, cold, snowy Winter, we in Up- 
state New York have now been having more than 
our share of record breaking heat. Always ex- 
tremes!! 


Hope everyone has a healthy, happy, and busy 
Summer. And we will look forward to seeing 
everyone on October 8. Barba + 
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"Richard Perry: . 

Leaves Legacy in Southbury" 
> Such was the headline of the "Living Here" 
column by Howard Fielding in the April 14, 1994 


issue of the "Waterbury Republican" newspaper. 
The text of the article follows. 


SOUTHBURY - The town lost a real hero on Easter 
Sunday with the passing of Richard Chapman 
Perry. 


Most of us knew Dick Perry as the town’s histori- 
an, a title he officially acquired in 1987. But his 
involvement with the Southbury Historical Society 
earned him that role long before that. As presi- 
dent of the Historical Society, Dick was, to many, 
the authoritative source, the organizer, the guy 
who got things done. 


Southbury has one of the more active historical 
societies in the area, involved with everything from 
advocacy and archiving to research, historic dis- 
tricts and tours. And Dick Perry was probably the 
prime mover behind most of its efforts. 


I first became aware of Richard Perry through 
reading the historical society’s newsletter here at 
the newspaper. The Southbury Historical Society 
— or the SOCIETY as the newsletter used to put 
it — churned out many pages full of good tips, 
background and anecdotes. Richard Perry was in 
there a lot. 


For us at the newspaper, he was a godsend. Need 
some old pictures of Southbury? Talk to Dick 
Perry. Want to know how that historic district will 
affect homeowners? Ask Dick. An old landmark 
just caught fire? Dick can tell you about it. And 
if he didn’t know the answer himself — after all, he 
only moved to South Britain in 1980 — he’d know 
who to ask. 


But the people who remember him as a historian 
—a man of the past - sometimes forget Dick was 
always thinking of the future as well. His service 
on the Zoning Commission was certainly part of 
that. So, too, was his dedication to historic preser- 
vation. Preservation, after all, may seem to be 
rooted in the past, but it’s really a commitment to 
the future. 


I didn’t get to know Dick personally until we 
worked together on the Long-Range Planning 
Committee at the South Britain Congregational 
Church. We were a hawudehi!8? volunteers to 
whom the idea of long-range planning seemed 
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intriguing — but we didn’t have a whole lot of 
experience. 


None of us (with the possible exception of Dick) 
had ever done anything quite like this before. 
And so we ruminated and consulted and talked 
and spun our wheels until somebody — maybe Dick 
-— came up with the idea of conducting a poll of 
the membership. 

Dick was on it like a shot. He helped develop the 
questions for the survey, and to distribute it. 
Then, with the help of his home computer, he 
tabulated and analyzed the results and presented 
a report. All this took place almost before the 
rest of us realized it was happening. He was just 
that kind of guy. 


I don’t know about you, but I’m impressed when 
a man in his 70s can run that kind of data analysis 
on his home computer. The rest of us, including 
several who grew up in the computer age, didn’t 
even have a computer, let alone know how to use 
it for number-crunching. 

It wasn’t long afterward that Dick’s long battle 
with cancer really started to take its toll. He 
attended fewer meetings, and came less often to 
Sunday services. I occasionally saw him briefly at 
special events, helping out where he could. 

And then he was gone. 


I’m not sure I ever said thanks for the work he 
had done. But I am sure that I never told him or 
his family what I’m telling you now. 


It takes a special kind of man, a special kind of 
insight, to bridge the gap between the past and the 
future. It takes a special kind of man to want to 
hand down the best of what is and what has been 
for future generations. It takes a special kind of 
man with a special kind of vision to know how to 
go about creating that kind of legacy. 


In our case, it took Dick Perry. And we’re all a 
little richer for his living here. So 


News From Members: 
Georganna Klass Willits... 


> A May 1994 note from Georganna Klass 
Willits of Long Beach, CA mentions that, "We 
were in New Haven for a Granddaughter’s gradua- 
tion just last week — Nelson /G. Curtis, Sr.] was 
kind enough to drive over and meet the 6 Willits. 
I told him this story: I was at the library several 
weeks ago, heard a man addressed as ’Mr. Curtis’, 
en went over ton eneak to him Well. he said. he 


was CURTISS. I said that didn’t matter, the 
Society was interested in gathering material on all 
lines. ’Well,’ he said, "I don’t know about me.’ 
Seems he was a foundling child, let out to a Polish 
family and he felt treated very badly. So as an 
early teenager he ran away. Didn’t want to keep 
their name, so he chose CURTISS to be his name. 
He is now retired and living at the Seal Beach 
Leisure world. I guess he’s the start and finish of 
that CURTISS lineage!!!" 

[Absolutely right, Georganna, and that will be one 
we can say is truly “complete.” Since I’m sure you 
sat him down and had him fill out a family group 
record on the spot. (Note to all - That’s just the 
type of thing Georganna would do. So you have to 
be very careful when you make suggestions where she 
can hear you!) ] + 


Look For A Grandmother " 
Find a Vice President 
by Lee R. Christensen 


> Charles Curtis, the Vice President, was not, in 
the beginning, my problem. I was looking for the 
ancestry of my great, great grandmother, Huldah 
(Curtis) Parke and knew nothing about Charles, 
his father Orrin or his grandfather, William. 


In the course of researching my Parke line, I had 
learned that Huldah Curtis had married Thomas 
Harris Parke in Dearborn county, Indiana 14 
August 1825. She had been sealed to Thomas 
Harris at the Latter Day Saints Endowment 
House, Salt Lake City, March 1852. There Hul- 
dah gave her date of birth as 17 July 1805; her 
place of birth as White, Ontario, New York. 


I had also received from relatives, some very 
distant, three copies of Thomas Harris Parkes 
Logan, Utah LDS Temple proxy baptism record of 
1888. The type written copy I was using showed 
him to be a son-in-law of Thomas Curtis, a son-in- 
law of Betsey Curtis and a brother-in-law of 
Eunice Peat. Additionally, I knew the LDS An- 
cestral File showed Huldah’s parents to be Thom- 
as Curtis and Betsey Curtis. 


I started my Curtis line research with these two 
documents. Over the years, while not specifically 
working my Curtis line I had acquired additional 
background information. Because Thomas Harris 
and Huldah had lived in Vermillion County, 
Eugene township, Indiand41ohd48She census re- 
cords from there, 1820-1860. The 1840 census 


showed that Thoamac Harric and Huldoh waco 
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neighbors to William Curtis and Noah Hubbard, 
William’s father-in-law. 

In correspondence with others on the Parke/Curtis 
line, I had been given a copy of a 1939 interview 
with Joseph A Park(e) son of Oregon pioneers 


whose father, Joseph Park(e) was a nephew of. 


Thomas Harris and whose mother, Mary Curtis, 
was a daughter of William’s. In the interview Mr. 
Park(e) mentions that his mother’s oldest brother 
was father of Charles Curtis who had been Vice 
President. 


Someone else had given me a partial group sheet 
that showed Philip Lunger, another nephew of 
Thomas Harris, married to Ruth Hubbard sister of 
Permelia Hubbard, William’s wife. This back- 
ground information suggested to me that William 
and Huldah were brother and sister. . 


This information also suggested to me that, when 
I was serious about my Curtis ancestry, I had only 
to review a biography of Charles Curtis. When I 
did, much to’ my dismay, his biography said noth- 
ing about his Curtis line earlier than William. It 
did say that they Curtises, like the Hubbards, were 
thought to be from New England. 


Because I continued to believe that a Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States would have his family 
history established earlier than his grandfather I 
contacted a researcher in Shawnee County, Kansas 
where William died and Charles was born. The 
researcher sent me some family information, but 
again nothing earlier than William. I wrote telling 
her I could not believe that a doctorate candidate, 
University of Kansas had not researched the family 
line of the only Kansan to come within a heart 
beat of the White House. 


I was now, in a sense, back to page one. Both 
William and Huldah had been born in upstate 
New York so I studied the New York census 
records 1790-1810. Because William was said to 
have been in Ohio before coming to Indiana and 
Huldah had married in Dearborn County, Indiana, 
I studied the Southwest Ohio/Southeast Indiana 
census records 1810-1820. I was looking for a 
family of unknown size, but in 1810 for example, 
with a young boy and two young girls; headed by 
a man with a very common name and in a large, 
but specific area. Even using an area wide, multi 
decade, accelerated index microfiche, I was not 
certain I found the family. Mostly I was making 
notes. 


As I was reviewing my notes and documents and 
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Membership by Locality Table 
* (as of 27 Mar 1994) 


cae 
[Total | 376 _ 


comparing for the first time the three copies of 
Thomas Harris Parkes Logan Temple record, I 
noticed the handwritten copy differed from the 
two typed copies. On this copy, Thomas Harris 
said he was a brother-in-law (not son-in-law) to 
Betsey Curtis and as on the others, a brother-in- 
law to Eunice Peat. If correct, both I and others 
had been working from altered evidence. It also 
gave the Thomas Curtis family three daughters. 

To check which Logan T¢, eet §9Py was correct, 
I wrote to Logan. The ris Logan Temple film, 
like most LDS Temple records, is a restricted film, 
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not available in Family History Centers. I asked 
for verification of Betsey’s relationship to Thomas 
Harris. Their reply was that Thomas Harris was 
shown as brother-in-law. 


While waiting for a reply from Logan, I re-examin- 
ed all my research notes on the Curtis line. Very 
early in my research, while in Salt Lake City, I had 
examined all the Curtis family books on file at the 
Family History Library. I noted from the book A 
Family Named Curtis that "an untraced Thomas 
Curtis married 1790 a Eunice Peet." 


I now had a Thomas Curtis married to one of the 
names on the Logan Temple record and in a time 
frame to be the parents of William and Huldah. 
I was also at this time comparing given name 
patterns and noticed that both William and Hul- 
dah had named daughters Eunice and sons Ira. 
This led me to think Eunice’s father was named 
Ira. 


In an effort to involve other Curtis family mem- 
bers, I wrote a letter to about twenty of them. 
Names for the most part taken from the LDS 
submitters file on the Huldah Curtis-Permelia 
Hubbard lines. I had followed this practice a 
number of times with my Parke line without 
results. The Curtis letter was also mailed to the 
Curtis Society whose address I found in the Family 
Registry file, Family History Center. In time, this 
letter, reached the desk of Arthur Hutchinson who 
replied giving me a reference and a quote from 
the family history John Peet 1597-1684 that identi- 
fied a Eunice Peet who married a Thomas Curtis, 
Huntington, Connecticut 1790. 


In this first letter I wrote that Thomas Harris was 
wrong when he said he was brother-in-law of 
Eunice Peat and that he was, in fact, a son-in-law. 
Because Betsey was on the Logan Temple record 
and I had found a Philip Curtis neighbor to 
William in the 1830 and 1850 census, I added 
them to the family. 


For this letter I guessed the family to be Thomas 
Curtis and Eunice Peet Curtis parent’s of four 
children: Philip, William, Huldah and Betsey. 


While the Logan Temple record had a heading for 
date and place of birth, it was clear that some of 
the entries referred to other events, perhaps date 
and place of death. Thomas Curtis, for instance, 
had no date but Hamilton, Ohio as a place. 
Eunice Peat had no date but Ray, Missouri as a 
place. I now started looking at early Ray County 
records. 


One of the first volumes I examined on the Mis- 
souri shelf at the Family History Library was the 
Index of Purchases - US Land in Missouri 1818- 
1837. I did not find Eunice Peet Curtis. To my 
surprise, I found Harris Parke, Philip Curtis, Noah 
Hubbard and a Charles P. Curtis, none of whom 
I had known were ever in Missouri. I immediately 
asked a Jackson, Missouri researcher to get the 
land descriptions and find out what the "P" in 
Charles P. Curtis stood for. 


Her response gave me the land descriptions and a 
referral to the Bureau of Land Management, 
Springfield, VA. It did not tell me what the "P" 
stood for. The BLM response had the complete 
property transactions and a plat map. There they 
were, most of the family, Harris Parke, Noah 
Hubbard, Philip Curtis and with his full name, 
Charles Peet Curtis. 


I now issued a second Curtis letter detailing the 
Missouri land record information and adding 
Charles Peet Curtis to the family. 


On the LDS International Genealogical Index, I 
found both Charles Curtis and Elizabeth Curtis 
marriages. Charles to Sarah Hubbard, Vermillion 
County, Indiana, 29 March 1832; Elizabeth to 
Henry Bailey, Dearborn County, Indiana, 12 Oct 
1826. Henry was also living near William in 1830 
and William and Huldah 1840. This I concluded 
had to be their sister Elizabeth and family. 


Meanwhile I was studying a Nauvoo Illinois Tem- 
ple proxy baptism record made in 1844 for Thom- 
as: Harris and Huldah. This record had been 
described incorrectly to me earlier and I had 
decided that it was not my Curtis line. Again it 
was on a restricted film so I could not order it. 
My Salt Lake City researcher, sensing my confu- 
sion, sent me a photo copy of the pertinent infor- 
mation. It was certainly my Huldah (Curtis) Parke 
but it showed her non-Curtis grandparents to be 
Gideon Pratt and Betsey Pratt. The given names 
agreed with her Peet grandparents. The family 
name was dramatically different. I rationalized 
this difference as a misspelling, incorrectly heard. 
It did after all start with a "P" and have about the 
same number of letters. 


In the face of this conflicting evidence, I issued my 
third Curtis letter. I wrote that I was satisfied that 
the circumstantial evidence established Thomas 
Curtis and Eunice Peetygngrrigg 1790 as the 
parents of Philip Curtis, William Curtis, Charles 
Peet Curtis, Huldah (Curtis) Parke and Elizabeth 
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(Curtis) Bailey. 

With the conflicting evidence, there was likely to 
be skeptics who would not agree with my rational- 
izations. I contacted a second Salt Lake City 
researcher, my first one had left for research in 
England. I asked her to recheck the Nauvoo 
Temple record. It was, in my opinion, so neatly 
and uniformly written it had to be a copy. The 
researcher found that it was a copy and that the 
original was in the Church Historical Department, 
not available for photocopying. She had a re- 
searcher in the Department view the original and 
notate my copy to match the original. Her nota- 
tions were such that it was clear to me that the 
original entry had been Peat and not Pratt as 
transcribed. While it certainly looks like "Prat" 
(one "t"), it must be evaluated by 1844 writing 
styles and the early history of the LDS Church; 
where two Pratt brothers were prominent in the 
highest Church circles, neither of whom spelled 
their name with one "t". 

Thanks to a very conscientious researcher, I had a 
plausible explanation for the Pratt name. In my 
opinion, my original theory had been reasonably 
established if only with circumstantial evidence. 
I’ve written my Topeka, Kansas researcher and 
detailed the Curtis/Peet ancestry of Charles Curtis, 
Vice President. I’ve told her, that when the 
eventual doctoral candidate shows up, let him 
browse through some old records before she shows 
him the completed file. 


I’ve had the documentation supporting my theory 
that Thomas Curtis and Eunice Peet are the 
parents of William Curtis, grandfather of Charles 
Curtis, Vice President of the United States 4 
March 1929 - 3 March 1933 bound. I’ve distribut- 
ed seven copies to major genealogical libraries and 
the Curtis Society. 


Eunice Peet’s ancestry appears to be clearly 
defined. Not so with Thomas Curtis. It is thought 
that he descends Nathaniel, Nathaniel, Zachariah, 
William, Widow Elizabeth. This has not been 
clearly determined. We still have a challenge. 


We are grateful to Lee for providing a very in- 
structive story of his research. There are many 
lessons to be learned here — not the least of which 
is the importance of the original, untranscribed 
record. Other important lessons are the value of 
persistence and of a highly disciplined approach. 
Lee never gave up and kept clear objectives in 


mind all the while. An interesting and rewarding 
article. Lee’s address is PO Box 1442, Ellensburg, 
WA 98926. + 


Membership Update... 


— New Members — 


Florence A. Allen ...........000e00% Box 125 
Goochland, VA 23063 

Bess Bennett ........ 719 N. Court Street #102 
Rockford, IL 61103 

Hugh A. Curtis ............ 14341 Woodmont 
Detroit, Ml 48227 

Jane Ann Curtis .......... 4040 Montview Blvd 
Denver, CO 80207 

Leonard Myron Curtis Il ..... 5236 Sutton Road 
Central City, IA 52214 

Sue K. Gorman ............ 0c eens 8 Kiowa 
Shawnee, OK 74801 

Sarah S. Hartman.......... 180 N. Main Street 
; Mechanicsville, NY 12118 
MijiM. Ryan ............... PO Box 02-5573 
: Miami, FL 33102-5573 

Julia E. Schmolke ............. 506 W. Laurel 
Stillwater, MN 55082 

Barbara J. Smith........ 1207 Larchwood Road 


Charleston, WV 25314-1234 
Cae wee ee es ew PO Box 680642 
San Antonio, TX 78268-2229 


— Address Changes 
Chrystene Adams ...... 198 Sandy Brook Road 
Winsted, CT 06098 
Arthur E. Hutchinson ... 8606 Cross Oaks Lane 
Fairfax Station, VA 22039-3334 


— Corrections — 
(bold part of address mark corrections) 
Sarah Reid-Haraske .......... 284 Lalley Blvd 

Fairfield, CT 06430 
Harold Lowry ........... 275 Sagamore Drive 
Rochester, NY 14617 
— Name Changes — 
Sandra Bunnell........ 5C Apple Orchard Lane 
Calais, ME 04619 

(formerly Sandra Standish-Bunnell) 


Kay Stenzel 


“Southbury Historian Perry Dies" 


> An article remembering Dick Perry, by Robert 
Miller, appeared in the Southbury, CT newspaper 
"The News-Times," date not known, pages B1 and 
B2, under the above title. The text follows: 


SOUTHBURY — Richard Rergfsggnument will be 
in what he saved for the town, in his abiding belief 
in the value of its past. 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 


Curtis Family History ; 
Curtis/Curtiss Chronicle 


July 1994 


Page 7 


Perry, 73, the gentlemanly town historian and 
president of the Southbury Historical Society, died 
Easter Sunday after a yearlong battle with cancer. 


"He was quiet, and patient and insistent,” said 
John Thomson, chairman of the South Britain 
Historical District. "It’s a terrible loss." 


"It will be very difficult to replace him, there’s no 
question about that," said Dick Cunliffe, a member 
of the Historical Society board of directors. 


In his eight-year tenure as president of the society, 
Perry — a soft-spoken man, invariably polite and 
decent in his bearing — invigorated it enormously. 
The Connecticut League of Historic Societies 
honored him in 1993 for his work; it was the first 
time the league honored an individual’s contribu- 
tions. His successes included adding many houses 
and clusters of buildings to the National Register 
of Historic Places, including the Southbury Train- 
ing School, the Little Pootatuck Archaeological 


Site, Russian Village and nine houses in the - 


Southford area. He also was instrumental in 
planning last year’s festivities honoring the Comte 
de Rochambeau. 


Perry also helped the society take its first full 
inventory of all the town’s historic buildings; in 
1993, under his guidance, the town began planning 
for an archaeological survey of the ruins and 
buried foundations of the mills and factories of 
19th century Southford and South Britain. 


A former member and chairman of the town 
Zoning Commission — he served on the board 
from 1984 to 1991 — Perry also worked to change 
the town zoning code to further preserve historic 
buildings. Last fall, although noticeably thin and 
frail from his illness, he attended planning and 
zoning commission meetings to push for zoning 
regulations that would buy time for any archaeo- 
logically valuable site developers discovered. 


"He had such foresight for historical preservation," 
said Dorothy Manville, secretary of the Southbury 
Historical Society. "The value of a lot of the 
things he did won’t be felt for years. A lot of 
people from out of town know about the South- 
bury Historical Society because of his work. 
Perry was a relative newcomer to town, moving 
here in 1980 when Union Carbide moved its. 
operations to Danbury. He worked at Union 
Carbide for 40 years, ending his career there as its 
director of oil and gas supply planning. 


In 1985, the Historical Society approached Perry 


about becoming its president. At the time, Perr 
wasn’t a member. "I was one of the men whc 
approached him about it," Cunliffe said. "We felt 
his acumen, his interest in history, his ability to get 
along with other people and to delegate authority 
made him a good candidate," Cunliffe said. "He 
didn’t just do the job well — he performed excep- 
tionally. He put the whole package together and 
made the society’s work something of interest to 
everybody. 

Mary Perry said that in her husband’s years on the 
job, they both became regular visitors to Town 
Hall to research historical topics. That research 
often ended up in the society’s always-literate 
newsletters. 


"Dick always used to say no one’s indispensable," 
Mary Perry said. "Other people will bet things 
done for the society. But I think ... I think they’ll 
miss him." + 


Errata in Print ... 
> Corrections (bolded) to the children of Mary 


- Clara (Curtis) Klass on page 196 of Harlow Curtis’ 


1953 supplement to the 1903 Curtiss-Curtis Family 
of Stratford, CT genealogy by Frederic Haines 
Curtiss. (1) Mary (Klass) Brown, b. 5 Jan 1907, d. 
11 Mar 1994; (2) Carl Curtis Klass /not Noetling 
Jr. as given], b. 15 Jul 1910, d. 27 Jan 1988; (3) 
Georganna [not Georgianna] C. (Klass) Willits, b. 
17 Sep 1915 and still going strong. The foregoing 
is courtesy of Georganna who also included an 
update on the next two generations. 


Let us know of any Curtis related typos or wrong 
information you find in published sources. We 
will try to record them here as space permits. 


Curtis Family of Mulberry Island ... 


> Virginia L. "Ginni" Sievers has provided the 
following article from the "Denbigh Gazette," a 
weekly newspaper from the Tidewater Virginia 
area known as Denbigh (PO Box 978, Yorktown, 
VA 23692 - $10/year). The article, one of a 
regular column called "Denbigh Gone By" by John 
Curry, appeared on page 8 of the 26 May 1993 
issue. The title of this column is "A short history 
of a Mulberry Island family." 


Located at the extreme t#8 of M@iberry Island is 
the site known as Land’s End of Curtis Point. 
Land’s End in all actualitv was the name oiven ta 
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the Plantation of Daniel Prentis Curtis. Daniel, at 
age 22, married one Elizabeth Reid Harwood 
when she was three months shy of her-16th birth- 
day on Christmas Eve, 1825. This was a common 
age for ladies of the gentry to wed in those days. 
This union sired 16 children. The first child was 


born in 1826 and the last in 1850 when Elizabeth ° 


was 41 years old. 


When you look at the Daniel Curtis family record, 


besides giving you a list of the names of the 
children, it also gives you an insight into the 
somewhat harsh conditions of the times. Of the 
sixteen almost half never saw their first birthday. 
Mary Elizabeth lived 5 months, Mary Prentis lived 
but one month, Christopher Thomas only three 
weeks, Samuel five months, Martha Glanville came 
close but died at nine months of age, poor Joseph 
Godwin was only twelve days old when he passed 
on and Mary Susan was but 4 months old when 
she died. That’s an infant mortality rate of almost 
50% which was typical of the times. I found it 
astonishing that Elizabeth with.all her child bear- 
ing did not suffer fatal complications as many 
other women did during that time period. 
Passing their first birthday did not guarantee the 
Curtis Clan a long life. Sussanah {sic} Prentis 
Curtis died of the fever at age 12. Brother Daniel 
Prentis Curtis died of Scarlet fever when he was 
fourteen. Son Robert Manson Curtis died at age 
21 after suffering with an internal disorder for 
several years. In reading the account of Robert’s 
suffering and symptoms of his illness, it is possible 
that Robert died from Cancer in 1855. 


By the start of the Civil War, of the 16 children 
only six had survived. Father Daniel Prentis 
Curtis did not see the war begin either as he 
passed on in 1858 at age 55. By this time, the 
oldest son William Henry Curtis, commonly 
referred to as "Uncle Delk" had settled on the 
estate adjacent to the family’s Land’s End known 
as Waterview. This was a prestigious plantation 
with a three story manor house that over looked 
the Warwick River. The house stood on the island 
way into the 30s although it had been completely 
stripped of all woodwork, doors and fixtures after 
the government had bought the land for forming 
Fort Eustis. 

Sister Sarah Elizabeth married William B. Wynne 
of neighboring York County in 1854 and her sister 
Frances Langley Curtis followed suit and married 
Thomas Glanville Wynne in 1860. 
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Humphrey Harwood Curtis was by now a Doctor 
of Medicine. He, by virtue of inheritance from his 
father bought the End View plantation from his 
uncle Humphrey Harwood for the princely sum of 
1000 dollars. Humphrey also found time to woo, 
court and win the hand of Maria (Mah-rye-ah) 
Whitaker of Merry Oaks Plantation. This planta- 
tion was located at the same spot that the Merry 
Oaks Trailer Park occupies on Warwick Avenue 
across from Rack and Sack. 


Thomas Glanville Curtis was living at the family 
estate Lane’s End with his mother and the last of 
the children, 10 year old James ‘Madison Curtis. 


When the Civil War began the Curtis clan an- 
swered the call. Doctor Humphrey Curtis formed 
the Warwick Beauregards and his brother Thomas 
Glanville Curtis signed into the unit. William, 
"Uncle Delk" Curtis went from farming Waterview 
to be the administrator at the Jackson Hospital in 
Richmond. Sister’s Sarah and Frances husbands 
signed on with York County Units. 


Young James Madison Curtis at the ripe age of 
10, pitched a fit when told he could not join his 
brothers. It took all the efforts of Humphrey and 
Thomas to convince him to stay at home with their 
mother. 


Reluctantly and to the relief of Humphrey and 
Thomas they convinced him to stay behind. 
Brother "Uncle Delk" wa no help in this matter as 
he kept putting heroic ideas in James head and 
then leaving it up to Humphrey and Thomas to 
settle James down. But as they said, "That was 
just like Delk to stir things up a bit." 


The course of the war was not kind to the Curtis 
family. Sarah, wife of William B. Wynne, died in 
childbirth in July, 1863. A year later her sister 
Frances, wife of Thomas Wynne, died of the same 
complications in November, 1864. 


Young Thomas Glanville Harwood Curtis named 
so to carry on the tradition of the Glanvilles, 
Harwoods and Curtiss’ was a story unto himself. 
Thomas found time to court Angie Lee daughter 
of Richard Decatur of the Lee Hall estate. On 
February 6, 1865 Thomas and Angie were married 
and days later Thomas rejoined the Beauregards 
at the siege of Petersburg. On the anniversary of 
the second month of their marriage Angie Lee 
Curtis was a widow. Thomas was killed at Sayler’s 
Creek just three days befogeothegend of the war. 
Thomas rests up at Lebbanon Church in Lee Hall 
with several other members of the Beauregards. 
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When the family reassembled in 1865, all that was 
left of the Curtis clan of Land’s End was William 
"Delk" Curtis, Humphrey Harwood Curtis, James 
Madison Curtis and mother Elizabeth Harwood 
Curtis. 


In 1881, Doctor Humphrey Curtis. died of a cere- 
bral hemorrhage at Land’s End. Delk passed on 
Easter Sunday, 1900. Young James Madison 
Curtis married Mollie McKinney in 1891, went on 
to become Treasurer of Warwick County and the 
last surviving member of the 16 Curtis Children of 
Mulberry Island. 


Ginni adds that, "In spite of the loss of so many 
children, this Daniel alone is responsible for many 
Curtis’. Dr. Humphry had 2 sons and 6 daughters. 
William Henry "Uncle Delk" had 7 sons and 2 
daughters and James Madison had 3 sons and 3 
daughters.” She notes that, while he is not in her 
line, they share ancestry. 


According to Ginni, their ancestry stems from 
Robert Curtis of York Co. who died in 1716. She 
is sure that Robert must have been aged when he 
died since he was of sufficient years to patent land 
in Somerset, MD in 1664. Robert m. Mary Chis- 
man who d. 1687 and they had six children: two 
sons, Edmund (m. Mary Wade) and Thomas (m. 
Sussanah Dixon); and four daughters, Catheren 
(m. Edward Corley), Jane (m. John Travelian), 
Sara (m. Evans), and Elizabeth. 


Ginni has not yet established a connection for 
Robert to any of the very early Virginia or Mary- 
land Curtis families. /I’m sure Ginni would wel- 
come correspondence with others researching this or 
(possibly) related lines. Her address is 1409 N. 
Wakefield Street, Arlington, VA 22207.] te 


> Curtis-related queries are published, without 
cost, when we have been unable to fully answer 
[or not at all] from the Society archives or the 


research database. As we have asked before, 
please take the time to review them and to help if 
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you have any lead, no matter how small or seem- 
ingly unimportant it may appear to you. If 4 
query is answered, be sure to send a copy of the 
response to Arthur Hutchinson so the information 
can become centrally available for future research- 
ers. Queries are numbered consecutively through- 
out the four issues of the calendar year. Contrac- 
tions used: b. = birth or born; d. = death or died; 
abt = about or circa; m(n)."= marriage or married 
(number); dau. = daughter; div. = divorced. 


94-20: Looking for descendants of Lewis and 
Roba Gale curtis living in Dutchess Co., NY in 
1790s. Did they move to Schaghticoke, Rensselaer 
Co., NY abt 1815 and were they parents of 
George Curtis who m. Esther Moore in Schaghti- 
coke 02 Dec 1823? [Margaret Slagle Curtis, 928 


Dean Way, Ft. Myers, FL 33919] 


[Ed. —- This George is given as the s. of Zachariah* 
(‘Old Zach," Thomas of Wethersfield line) by Cutter 
in G&FH of Western NY {Vol. 2} and as Old 
Zach’s grandson, s. of Honour’ by Haymer in Troy 
& Rensselaer Co., NY {Vol. 3} and others. Marga- 
ret asks if George could be the son of Honour’s 
brother Lewis. ] : 


94-21: Who was the Elizur Curtis who wrote the 
will dated 22 Mar 1825 and probated Feb 1826, 
Litchfield Co., CT (Woodbury #1147)? Wife in 
will was Rachel, and he stipulated that son David 
was not to get anything until the rest of the chil- 
dren got their shares first. Harlow Dunham Curtis 
thought this Elizur was son of David and Abigail 
(Woodruff) Curtis, but I doubt it because this 
Elizur had no wife Rachel. Could it have been his 
son instead? But this son married Rachel Smith 
1818. It seems unlikely father would "Disinherit" 
a son so young. Could Rachel have been a second 
wife, and David was from an earlier marriage? 
There is certainly a lot of confusion about this, 
and we need to solve the discrepancies here as 
they keep getting passed around. /Karen A. Hill, 
17 Merion Road, Half Moon Bay, CA 94019-2265] 


94-22: I would like any information on the ances- 
try of Polly Temple (b. 18 Jan 1784; d. 11 Jul 
1835) who m. Marcellus, NY 1802 William Curtis 
(1782-1815). Lorissa E. Steele, author of the 1912 
"Ancestry and Descendants of William Curtis of 
Marcellus, N.Y.," thought her name was Temple- 
ton but I have now pretty a¢e{kgonfirmed that 
Temple is the correct name. /Hugh A. Curtis, 
14341 Woodmont Road, Detroit, MI 48227] 
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94-23: From an aunt’s (age 102, June 1994) 
materials accumulated through the years — a baby 
picture of Mary Steele Curtis, b. 30 Aug 1895, 
picture taken 18 Nov 1896 by the Ovinius Davis 
Studio in Edinburgh, Scotland. Does anyone have 
any information on this person? The aunt is 
beyond remembering such data and cannot help. 
[Bess Bennett, 719 N. Court St. #102, Rockford, IL 
61103] 


94-24: Looking for Curtiss line. My great great 
grandmother was Elvira C. Curtis, b. 6 Apr 1835 
in Dansville, NY, d. 15 Feb 1917 in Mound, MN. 
She m. 13 Jul 1853 George W. Barnes. Her father 
was William C. Curtiss, b. CT, whose gravestone 
in Rockford, IL says b. 7 Nov 1797, d. 7 Feb 1877. 
They removed from Livingston Co., NY to IL in 
1853. Elvira and George came to Minneapolis in 
about 1885/6. [Julia E. Schmolke, 506 W. Laurel, 
Stillwater, MN 55082] 


94-25: According to the 1903 Frederic Haines 
Curtiss’ Curtiss Genealogy (p. 21) and Orcutt’s 
1886 Stratford history (II:1294 & I1:1302), Anna 
Curtiss, (b. Stratford 1741, d. 11 Jan 1811), dau. of 
Daniel* Curtiss & Mary° Curtiss, m(1) Smith 
and m(2) 3 May 1771 Thomas Stratton as his 2nd 
wife. By her 1st husband, Anna had one child, 
Samuel Smith, b. 8 Jul 1762, and other children by 
her 2nd husband. Samuel Smith m. and lived in 
Southbury, CT. Who was the father of Samuel 
Smith, Anna’s 1st husband? [Joanna M. Montgom- 
ery, 727 Cheowa Circle, Knoxville, TN 37919-6677] 


[Ed. — In fairness, note p. 13 of Harlow Curtis’ 1953 
supplement to the 1903 Curtiss Genealogy. Here he 
states that Stratford VR (5:70) gives “married May 3, 
1771 Thomas Stratton and Aner Curtiss.". Harlow 
continues "If she had been a widow her name would 
not appear as Curtiss.". In your Editor’s opinion, 
this argument is worth considering as it was common 
practice for a widow to continue with an earlier 
husband’s surname but, based on practice alone, the 
argument is not persuasive and fatal to considering 
an earlier marriage. We await developments. ] 


94-26: Seeking any additional information of 
William Curtis (b. possibly England) and wife, 
Mary ( ). Four children (order uncertain) are 
known: Thomas J.; Andrew J.; Adeline Melissa 
(b. Windsor, Hillsborough Co., NH 22 Dec 1824; 
d. Taylor, Marshall Co., IA) who m. Henry Beebe; 
George W. (b. Windsor 8 Dec 1825) who m(1). 
New Haven, Addison Co., VT 15 Feb 1848 Mariah 
Lincoln Briggs (b. 10 Sep 1828; d. 31 Oct 1889), 
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dau. William C. and Ethlin (Wood) ’ Briggs. 
George W. m(2). Warren, Washington Co., VT 11 
Apr 1886 Sarah Wood. [Linda O. Brookman, 4307 
Viewcrest Rd. South, Salem, OR 97302] 


94-27:. The following, from "Old Somerset on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland" by Clayton Torrence, 
is about all I have on my Curtis ancestry. Daniel! 
Curtis (d. 1681) of Somerset Co., MD m(2) 1 Jul 
1666 Elizabeth Greene. He was in Accomack Co., 
VA in 1661 and was a Capt. Lieutenant in the 
militia in 1678. A son, James? Curtis (b. 1666, d. 
1721) m. Sarah Hall. A granddaughter, Sarah’ 
Curtis m. Charles Revel (d. 1746). Elizabeth 
Greene was not a dau. of Thomas Green, Gover- 
nor of Maryland, but could (pure speculation) 
have been a dau. of his older brother, Robert, who 
was in MD but returned to England to claim the 
family inheritance in Bobbling, Kent. [Ronald 
Brennan, 65 Moock Road, Wilder, KY 41071-2939] 


94-28: Seek par/anc/sib/origin of Francis Curtis (d. 
Dudley, Worcester Co., MA) m. 1732 probably as 
2nd wife, Bethia Robinson of Oxford, MA. Seek 
proof they were parents of 1/ Charles Curtis (b. c. 
1747; d. 1820+) who m. Dudley 31 Dec 1775 
Tabitha Upham of Killingly, CT, and of 2/ Japheth 
Curtis (b. Dudley 11 Jun 1752; d. Thompson, CT 
16 Jun 1821) who m. Thompson 8 Jun 1774 Mary 
Upham, also of Killingly. The wives were dau. of 
Ivory Upham Jr and Jerusha Stone. Query from 


"The Second Boat" vol. 14, #4-1994. [Corinne 


Hanna Diller, 8443 Sonneville Drive, Houston, TX 
77080-3638] 7 


94-29: Seek info Charles Curtis (b. Dudley, MA 

17 Mar 1794; d. Smithfield 1852) m. c. 1819 Lucy 

Handy, dau. Nathan and Thankful (Phetteplace) 
Handy of Burrillville. Children: Julia, George, 

Lucy, Russell, and Danforth Curtis. Query from 

the Dec 1993 issue of "Rhode Island Roots." 

[Corinne Hanna Diller, supra] 


[Ed. — Although Corinne is not a member, I’ve been 
working with her on these problems. It’s possible 
that there is a connection with the Zacheus Curtis of 
Topsfield, MA line and others. Some very intriguing 
problems here if anyone else is interested in working 
them. ] 


94-30: "(M)y grandmother ... indicated ... that my 
great great grandfather and his brother were 
named Alphonzo and Alonzo Curtiss and that they 
hailed from Pau Pau, Mighigén.89/Chris Curtiss, 
337 East 13th, Eugene, OR 97401] 
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information might be available. The query was 
included for two reasons. First, to give you an idea 
of just how little information we sometimes have to 
work with. And, second, since there is no occur- 
rence in the data base of these two given names in 
the same family, some of our Michigan members 
might like to take this on as a special challenge. ] 


[Queries numbered 94-27 and 94-30 are from non- 
members of the Society. If you are able to assist 
them, please take the opportunity to suggest member- 
ship in the Society. Remember, please provide copies 
of responses to Arthur Hutchinson so that the 
information may be shared with all through the 
database and archives. ] So 


T Necrology T 


Nancy Randolph Parkes, 67, died of cancer Friday 
[20 Aug 1993] in Baptist Memorial Hospital in 
Jackson [MS]. She was the daughter of the late 
Col. and Mrs. George N. Randolph of Starkville 
and had lived in Louisville since her marriage in 
1948 to William R. Parkes of Louisville. 


Services were held Sunday Aug. 22 at 4 p.m. at 
Westbrook Chapel in Louisville. Pallbearers were 
Herky Jordan of Jackson, Mitchell Jordan of Ole 
Miss, Baker Clark of Gulf Breeze, Fla., Charles 
Weatherly of Starkville, Farrell Rigby of Louisville 
and Buck Clark of Louisville. 


Parkes was a graduate of Mississippi State Univer- 
sity and later returned for her Master’s Degree. 
She was a member of Chi Omega Sorority. 


Parkes was a well-known genealogist and for more 
than 30 years had written the column "Family 
Trees" which appears in a number of Mississippi 
newspapers. Family members will continue her 
weekly column in her memory. 


"She was a person that got things done," said her 
husband, "She was a member of the DAR and 
there was no chapter in Louisville, so she orga- 
nized one in 1957!" She was very active in this 
society’s work at the local, state and national level. 
As State Registrar, she assembled and published 
the society’s first register in forty years in two 
volumes. "Mother and I had great times together 
in the DAR," said her daughter, Nancianne Suber 
of Natchez. "Once at the Continental Congress in 
Washington, we helped get one of her college 
sorority sisters elected President General! It was 
very exciting!" 

She was a member of the Mississippi Genealogical 
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Society, the National Genealogical Society and a 
founding member of the National Council of 
Genealogy Columnists. 


Parkes was instrumental in establishing Louisville’s 
private school, Winston Academy, and was its 
librarian for more than 20 years. She also was a 
founding member of the Louisville Little Theatre 
and served as its president. She organized the 
Republican Party in Louisville and served as its 
Women’s Chairman for many years. She helped 
organize the Winston County Genealogical and 
Historical Society and served as its president. She 
assisted in writing four of its publications. 


Parkes was president of the Louisville Fortnightly 
Club and the Junior Auxiliary. She appeared 
before the state legislature to help get Nanih 
Waiya State Park established. 


She was named Winston County’s "Woman of the 
Year" in 1963. She was a member of the choir of 
First United Methodist. Church in Louisville for 
many years and a greeter on its usher team. She 
was a Girl Scout Leader and a senior state officer 
for the Children of the American Revolution. She 
was the writer and narrator for the Louisville 
Artists Group singers. 

She is survived by her husband, William R. (Billie) 
Parkes of Louisville, her daughter Nancianne and 
son-in-law, Dr. Barry D. Suber of Natchez, two 
sisters, Mrs. Charles Weatherly of Starkville, and 
Mrs. Alcus Leo Warren of Columbus, Nebraska, 
and one brother, Roderick Fitz-Randolph of 
Jackson, Tenn. She also is survived by a number 
of nieces and nephews. 


Memorials may be made to the DAR’s Rosalie 
Mansion in Natchez or to the Winston Academy 
Library (PO Box 545, Louisville, MS 39339). 
[The newspaper and date of this obituary were not 
supplied. ] 


Curtis, Alan Roger died in Los Gatos, CA on 
April 17, 1994. Beloved husband of Alice A. 
Gurtis of San Jose, CA; loving father of Alison M. 
Curtis of La Canada,CA and Annette M. Curtis of 
Bethel, CT; son of Roger and Dorothy Curtis of 
Greenwood, SC; brother of Edward Curtis of 
Glastonbury, CT, Clifford Curtis of Portsmouth, 
RI, and Wayne Curtis of Bethel. Employed with 
Lockheed for 27 years and with MacNeil-Schwend- 
ler Corp. for 3 years, he wag amnagiye of Stratford, 
CT; age 54 years. 

Memorial services will be held 1 pm, Thursdav. 
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April 21 at Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos. 
Interment will be in Nichols Cemetery in Nichols, 
CT. Donations preferred to the music Program at 
the Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos, or to the 
North Hollywood First Presbyterian Church. 
Darling & Fischer Chapel of the Hills, Los Gatos 
in charge of arrangements. 

[Los Angeles Times, 20 April 1994, page unknown. ] 


SOUTHBURY, CT — Stedman T. Hitchcock, 87, of 
Heritage Village, died March 6, 1994 at Pomper- 
aug Woods Health Care Center. 


Mr Hitchcock was born April 9, 1906, in Wood- 
bury, CT, son of the late Henry S. and Emily 
(Tomlinson) Hitchcock. He was married to the 
former Katharine Myrick in Tallahassee, FL. 


After graduating from Yale University in 1929, 
Mr. Hitchcock was employed by the federal gov- 
ernment in Arlington, VA, as a civil engineer, 
working in highway planning. He retired from the 
government in 1963 and went to work for the 
International Road Federation, serving both in 
Europe and the U.S. 

Mr. Hitchcock returned to Connecticut in 1969 
where he became a member of the First Congrega- 
tional Church in Woodbury. He was church 
moderator for eight years and chairman of the 
building committee during the church’s remodel- 
ing. He was a driver of the Heritage Village 
minibus and ambulance, a past president of Heri- 
tage Village Master Association and chairman of 
the Southbury Planning Commission for more than 
20 years, retiring in 1991. In 1993, the Town of 
Woodbury dedicated its town report to him. 

In addition to his wife,-Mr. Hitchcock is survived 
by a son, John S. Hitchcock of Annandale, VA; a 
daughter, Carolyn H. Shirley of Parkersburg, WV; 
a brother, Curtis S. Hitchcock of Hilton Head, SC, 
and four grandchildren. 


A memorial service will take place at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, March 13, at the First Congregational 
Church of Woodbury. Burial will be in new North 
Cemetery in the spring. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to the First Congregational Church of 
Woodbury, Main Street South, Woodbury 06796. 
The Woodbury Funeral Home of Munson- 
Lovetere is in charge of arrangements. 

[The newspaper and date of this obituary were not 
supplied. ] +f 


Oldest Curtis (so far) Found! ... 


> Thanks to Georganna Klass Willits we have a 
new record holder of the oldest Curtis title. /See 
the April 1993 issue for the previous record.] 
Georganna sent the following obituary from the 
May 7, 1981 issue of "The News-Times" (Danbury 
or Southbury, CT?), page 18. 


"Henry B. Curtis, 102, of 131 Clapboard Ridge 
Road, Danbury, husband of Marion C. Crawford 
Curtis, died unexpectedly yesterday at his home. 


He was born in Danbury, Dec. 23, 1878, son of the 
late Charles Risdon and Rachel Ann Barnum 
Curtis, and lived in Danbury all his life. Mr. 
Curtis attended Danbury schools. He had been a 
sales representative for an electrical firm for over 
40 years before he retired at the age of 65. 


Besides his wife, he is survived by a daughter, Mrs. 
Charles H. Hyatt of Danbury; a niece; and several 
nephews. ... Cremation will be at Ferncliff Crema- 
tory, Greenburgh, N.Y. ... 


Henry Barnum Curtis is of the ninth generation 
from John’ Curtiss and Elizabeth Hutchins. His 
line is Charles*, Henry Francis’, Epenetus®, Benja- 
min®, Benjamin‘, Josiah’, and William”. See page 
279 of Harlow Curtis’ 1953 Supplement to the 
1903 Curtiss-Curtis Genealogy. Being 102 years, 
4 months, and 13 days old at death, Henry B. had 
the longest life of any Curtis yet documented in 
the research data base. + 


"PAPER 


SS 


> The intent of this occasional column is to build 
a permanent record of information abstracted 
from Curtis-related newspaper items. It is not 
required that we be able to connect those men- 
tioned with an established line. "Paper clips" from 
members are sought. Please be sure to include the 
name of the newspaper, address, date and page if 
at all possible. 


CLIPS" ... 


Curtis, Anthony Duane, son of Leola M. Curtis 
and the late John S. Curtis of Richmond, VA 
married, in Richmond 24Jujf 493 at the Cathe- 
dral of the Sacred Heart, Dianna Lee Mills, 
daughter of Betty F. Hull and Charles O. Mills of 
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Centreville, VA. Brother of the groom: Kevin S. 
Curtis. Couple to reside in Norfolk, VA. The 
Journal, Fairfax Co., VA, 3 Aug 1993, page B4. 


From a special supplement to “The Journal" of 
Fairfax County, VA: listing the 1994 northern 
Virginia high school graduates (28 Jun 1994): 


Name High School 
Bet oe CUTS 0 5a se wien = Haley oe Centreville 
Christine Bo Cartig vvcs avd bs dnads Herndon 
Jacob J.'Curti§ ..6. «decals tee ww COS Herndon 
Christopher N. Curtis ........ Lake Braddock 
Jessica Ay Curtis: 2040 icceeee os ales Serene & Lee 
Matthew A. Curtis............. South Lakes 


Curtis, William R. of Gaithersburg, MD, died 
Tues., 18 Jan 1994. Survived by: Joyce M. Curtis 
(wife); Patricia Rice of Middletown, MD (dau.); 
Christine Bernero of Gaithersburg, MD (dau.); 
Richard K. Curtis of Gaithersburg, MD (son); 
Anne Perando (sister); Stanley and Roger Curtis 
(brothers); Samantha and Stephen Bernero, James 
Rice and Richard M. Curtis (grandchildren). 
Services: Epworth United Methodist Church. 
Interment: 24 Jan 1994, location not given. The 
Washington (DC) Post, 22 Jan 1994, page G8. 


Curtis, Theresa G. died Sat., 29 Jan 1994. Survived 
by: Rosa T. Jennings (mother); Everett A. Curtis, 
Sr. (husband); Lois Williams, Joyce Middleton, 
Michelle Curtis, William Jennings II, and Edward 
Curtis, Jr. (children); Robyn R. Williams (grand- 
child); Sylvia Miller (sister); Laurence Britt (broth- 
er); Alene Curtis (niece). Predeceased by: Wil- 
liam H. Jennings (father). Services: Trinity Epis- 
copal, Upper Marlboro, MD 3 Feb 1994. Inter- 
ment: Maryland State Veterans Cemetery. The 
Washington (DC) Post, 2 Feb 1994, page B4. Also 
3 Feb 1994, page B4. 


Curtis, Ann Kingman, age 66, died at home, Chevy 
Chase, MD on 13 Feb 1994. Born in Milwaukee. 
Graduate of Vassar College. Survived by: Darwin 
O’Ryan Curtis (husband); Randall K. Curtis of 
Falls Church, VA, John D. Curtis of Healdsburg, 
CA, Stephen O’Ryan Curtis of Dover, DE, and 
Lee K. Curtis of Healdsburg, CA (children); 
Eugenia Kingman Palmer (sister); General Charles 
D. Palmer (brother-in-law); Charles D. Palmer 
(nephew). Services: Ft. Myer Chapel, 18 Feb 
1994. Interment: not given. The Washington (DC) 
Post, 16 Feb 1994, page B4, 17 Feb 1994, pages 
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D4 and Ds. 


Curtis, Marsha R. died at Hospice of Northern 
Virginia 26 Apr 1994. Survived by: James R. 
Curtis (husband); Elizabeth R. Curtis (dau.); Carol 
(Buff) Rosenthal and Lisa Nostrand (sisters); 
Irving D. and Miriam Rosenthal (parents). Servic- 
es: Congregation Beth El, Alexandria, VA 15 May 
1994. Interment: not given. The Washington (DC) 
Post, 6 May 1994, page D6. 


Curtis, Ethel B. died at Alexandria Hospital, 
Alexandria, VA 14 May 1994. Survived by: Shirley 
J. Curtis (dau.); Hilda J. Fairfax (sister). Prede- 
ceased by: Archie B. Curtis (husband). Services: 
Everly-Wheatley Funeral Home, Alexandria 17 
May 1994. Interment: Cedar Hill Cemetery. The 
Washington (DC): Post, 16 May 1994, page D8. 


Curtis, Elmira McAbee died 15 May 1994. Sur- 
vived by: Samuel Leroy Curtis. Sr. (husband); 
Jeannette Ridean, Shirley Lathern, Yvette Curtis, 
Samuel Leroy Curtis Jr., Maurice Curtis (chil- 
dren); Jacqueline, Francine, Darryl, Anthony, 
Stacy, Jenay, Jason (grandchildren, surnames not 
given); James W.McAbee Jr. and Carl C. McAbee 
(brothers). Services: Randall Memorial Baptist, 
DC on 20 May 1994. Interment: Harmony Memo- 
rial Park. The Washington (DC) Post, 19 May 
1994, page C6. 


Curtis, Edna R. "Nana", of Washington, DC, died 
1 Jun 1994. Survived by: Charles P. Lomax (bro- 
ther); Eula Lomax (niece); Darlene Stewart (great- 
niece); Brandi Stewart (great great niece); Gary 
Curtis (friend). Services: Holy Comforter Catholic 
Church, Washington, DC 6 Jun 1994. Interment: 
Fort Lincoln Cemetery. The Washington (DC) 
Post, 3 Jun 1994, page D4, & 5 Jun 1994, page B4. 


Curtis, Marian H. died at George Washington 
Hospital 3 Jun 1994. Survived by: Joseph D. 
Curtis (husband); Brian, Lisa, Eugene, Shelia, 
Donna Carlita, Donnell, Darius, Emmanuel 
(children). Services: Mt. Sinai Baptist Church, 
Washington, DC 8 Jun 1994. Interment: Harmony 
Memorial Park. The Washington (DC) Post, 5 Jun 
1994, page B4. 


Curtis, Murrell S. died 8 Jun 1994. Survived by: 
Reginald Curtis, Roderick’Auttid Varlyous Curtis, 
Kevin Curtis, Agatha Curtis, Vincent Curtis Jr., 
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and Ann Musgrove (children). Predeceased by: 
Vincent A. Curtis Sr. (husband). Services: Holy 
Comforter St. Cyprian Catholic Church, Washing- 
ton, DC, 14 Jun 1994. Interment: Arlington 
National Cemetery. The Washington (DC) Post, 14 
Jun 1994, page Bé. 


Curtis, Rudolph W. died 15 Jun 1994. Survived 
by: Geraldine V. Curtis (wife); Rudolph V. Curtis, 
Ricardo H. Curtis, Conwell J. Curtis, Victoria O. 
Curtis, JoAnn V. Curtis, Renee M. Curtis (chil- 
dren); Eva Curtis (mother); Geraldine Griffith, 
Lorraine Carby (sisters); Leroy Curtis, Ralph 
Curtis, Freddie Curtis (brothers); Carmel Curtis 
(former wife). Services: St. Margaret’s Catholic 
Church, Seat Pleasant, MD 20 Jun 1994. Inter- 
ment: Maryland Veterans Cemetery, Cheltenham, 
MD. The Washington (DC) Post, 18 Jun 1994, 
page C6. 


The Rt. Rev. Ivol Ira Curtis, 85, former suffragan 
bishop of the Diocese of Los Angeles and more 
recently bishop of the Seattle-based Episcopal 
Diocese of Olympia, died Tuesday {7 Mar 1994?] 
near Laguna Hills. Ordination 1935. Survived by: 
Lillian (wife); 2 sons; 3 grandchildren; 1 great- 
grandchild. Services: Seattle, 19 Mar. The Los 
Angeles Times, 6 Mar 1994, page not known. 


Computer Corner 


by Arthur Hutchinson 


> The research data base is back in operation 
now after being in a hiatus during our move. 
Happily, everything came through the relocation 
without a problem - sometimes computers can be 
very unhappy about being moved. Many precau- 
tions had been taken - including several backups 
of all critical files. The backup program I use 
(and have for years) is part of the "PC Tools" set 
of utilities. It is sufficiently versatile to handle 
almost anyone’s requirements - full, incremental or 
partial backups; selections for compression or 
speed; verification; etc. Further along these lines 
(and solely in my opinion), anyone operating an 
MS-DOS computer without fairly recent copies of 
"PC Tools" and the “Norton Utilities" at hand is 
living life on the edge. Between these two sets of 
tools, there is little that can go wrong with your 
computer, software-wise, that cannot be corrected. 


And the newer versions can do an increasingly 
better job of telling you if your hardware is in 
good shape. Both are highly recommended. 


It is amazing how much difference six months can 
make. The price of genealogically interesting CD’s 
has dropped significantly - from 60% to 75% and 
sometimes more. In January, the price of the 
Social Security Death Index was $420 - it is now 
under $100. The 1880 Ohio Federal census index 
(the one done by the Ohio Genealogical Society) 
can be had for $20. 


I continue to be fully satisfied with The Master 
Genealogist — even though the promised release 
containing the printed manual and full custom 
report writer facility has not been received. This 
release is near at hand and, from my chats with 
the developer, I know it will be a "winner." For 
instance, you will be able to export reports to files 
that are "native" to some of the widely-used word 
processors, such as WordPerfect. Another choice 
is Rich Text Format. Four choices of genealogy 
reports will be available: "Register Format" as 
used in the New England Historical and Genealogi- 
cal Register; "Record Format" from the National 
Genealogical Society Quarterly, "The American 
Genealogist" (from the publication by the same 
name) which puts a twist on the Register format; 
and, a "Custom Format" which the user can specify 
in great detail. The custom report writing facility 
"covers the waterfront" of reports, so far as I can 
see, all the way up to and including book produc- 
tion. Including indexing. 

While we’re talking about book production and 
indexing. Obviously, any product like TMG 
cannot do all the things for a "to-be" printed docu- 
ment that a high-end word processing program 
can. So when you get to the final stages of book 
production, you may well wish to export the draft 
from TMG into a word processor, say WordPer- 
fect, to really dress it up with graphics and all the 
others capabilities of such programs. Obviously, 
this will adversely affect any earlier index genera- 
tion. And, as anyone who has attempted to use 
the index facility built into word processors will 
testify, adding index codes is very laborious and 
time-consuming. Such indexing depends upon the 
editor finding and marking each entry to be 
included in the index. Mésggcd gaex candidates 
can be expected. 


There ic a new nroadiict that ran caAliua tha indo 
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building problem — at least for WordPerfect for 
Windows 6.0 users. Indexicon, (MSRP $149.99) a 
program by Iconovex Corp. [744 West 78th St, 
Bloomington, MN 55439, (800) 943-0292], will 
read the WordPerfect document, locate significant 
terms and phrases, and generate a keyword index 
of up to six levels of detail, as well as a concept 
index and an indicative abstract. The program 
executes from the WordPerfect tools menu and 
the actual content of the index can be adjusted by 
using Indexicon in conjunction with standard 
WordPerfect indexing features. Indexicon uses 
semantic and syntactic analysis to disambiguate 
language and is able to distinguish when the term 
"lead" is used to mean "to show the way" and when 
it refers to the common metal. It uses context, 
much as a human indexer would, to determine 
when a word is being used in a way that call for 
indexing. According to the developer, a MS Word 
6.0 version is "soon to be released" and others are 
planned. I haven’t-tried Indexicon yet — "I don’t 
do. Windows." But it will certainly be on my 
shopping list when they produce a MS-DOS 
WordPerfect version. + 


News From Members: 
Barbara Havens Russell... 


> From a recent letter from Barbara Havens 
Russell of Wildomar, CA: "Traveled to England 
this past May. It was a fun trip, with the NEHGS 
with Dr. Redmonds giving running narratives on 
the bus and ever patient with the many questions 
that were asked of him. We toured mostly York- 
shire, and the northern counties along Hadrian’s 
Wall. It was tough being so near to Nazing and 
not being able to get over to see the church, but 
will save that for another visit to England. 


"Florence Blacharski, my Curtis cousin from 
Temecula, is joining the Widow Elizabeth Hutch- 
ins Curtis Chapter, Daughters of the American 
Colonists that I organized about 4 years ago. 
Florence and I have become good friends, she and 
I hope to attend the Curtis reunion. I understand 
that her son Richard is planning on attending also, 
he will be flying in from Florida, and possibly with 
his two college age sons, if they can take time 
away from school. 


“Also, I think that many Curtis descendants would 
enjoy the postal card of All Saints Church, [know 
I would. While in England we visited many old 
churches, some in rather remote areas. In each 


we found little histories of the church, postals and 
other items of general interest. I have enjoyed 
reading them since returning home, I didn’t have 
time to enjoy them while traveling, seems our days 
were never long enough and we did do a lot of bus 


‘traveling and walking - MILES a day!" 


[Barbara included several pages of Curtis-related 
extracts from some of her reference books of early 
Massachusetts. She hopes they will be a help to 
other researchers of this area and intends to send 
more as time permits. If you would like a copy of 
Barbara’s extracts, please send a #10 SASE with 
52¢ postage to the Chronicle editor. Thanks, Barba- 
ra, and I look forward to seeing you and the rest of 
the "California Clan" at our 55" in Cheshire.] + 


This & That... 
Comments from the Editor 


> Have you received all your Chronicle’s? 
During the course of the membership year [Jan 
through Dec], you should receive four issues — one 
each quarter in Jan, Apr, Jul and Oct. They are 
prepared and mailed so that you should receive 
them in those months. If you don’t get all issues, 
please drop a note to either Richmond Curtiss or 
myself and we'll get one right out. I’ve seen some 
really mangled copies returned as undeliverable — 
thanks to mail sorting machines trashing the 
addresses. What I don’t know is, how many were 
so badly damaged that they couldn’t find a return 
address. Let one of us know if there are problems. 
If the situation gets bad enough, we may have to 
go to envelops as have some other societies. 


This has been a particularly busy and rewarding 
quarter with regard to correspondence. Many 
queries from non-members — who we are happy 
for the opportunity to respond to, with data if we 
have it (and our batting average “ain’t too bad") 
and always an invitation to join. I would like to 
mention that Iris Grimmett is very good about 
referring her Curtis correspondents to us. As is 
Alice Carlson. And Bill Buckley is due many 
thanks for his kind words about us on the National 
Genealogy Conference FidoNet echo. World-wide 
publicity on that echo. 


I’d like to acknowledge the many fine and very 
interesting packages pegviar mber of mem- 
bers. Thanks to Kay Curtis Stenzel, Barbara 
Havens Russell, Georganna Klass Willits, Harold 
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D. Lowry, Joanna M. Montgomery, Florence A. 
Seeley Allen, Gertrude Nichols Corey, Margaret 
von Kempf, Linda O. Brookman, Corinne Hanna 
Diller, Leonard M. Curtis, and last but certainly 
not least, our esteemed president, Barbara Curtis 
Weaver. Some of you will already have received 
notes regarding your data; others will follow 
shortly. Barbara Russell and Georganna, what is 
it about you California people? You keep coming 
up with all this great stuff. Must be all that sun 
that keeps your minds in high gear all the time. 


Every now and then, some (unsolicited) kind 
words come along that really "recharge our batter- 
ies" here at the Editor’s Desk. Such as the note 
from Rebert Edward McKenna who writes: "As a 
person who has many early roots in the New 
England area, I belong to a number of Genealogi- 
cal and Historical Societies. Of all those groups, 
I find your publication the richest for pure family 
information and the most informative for associat- 
ed research ideas." Robert also suggests that we 
consider producing a CD-ROM of the earlier 
Curtis family histories since copyright restrictions 
are not existent on these works. As he says, 
"Within ten years such an approach to research 
will be common place." Just so, Robert, and an 
idea well worth exploring. Your Editor has not 
yet had occasion to look into the costs or the 
trouble factor of such a conversion (or of pro- 
ducing a CD-ROM version of the research data 
base) but it’s now officially "added to the list." 
Perhaps there is a member with direct experience? 


A note from Bonnie M. Gunsaulus mentions that 
she descends five times from the Stratford line: 
three times from John? (twice through Joseph*, 
once through Benjamin’) and twice from William? 
(through Sarah? and Josiah*). All these lines stem 
from the marriage of one couple, Elias Wilcox- 
(son) and Phoebe Thompson. Elias was the son of 
Elnathan & Sarah (Wells) Wilcoxson and Phoebe, 
the daughter of David & Phebe (Wells) Thomp- 
son. Bonnie was kind enough to ask if she can 
supply any further information. Well, Bonnie, 
since you asked... How about family groups down 
from your intersecting couple — and the details of 
the lines back to the Curtiss surnamed people? 
[Remember, you asked!] Love to get those inter- 
secting lines and they really make the research 
data base more useful. 


While we’re on the subject of multiple lines. 
Joanna M. Montgomery writes, "When my hus- 
band Jack and I attended the Curtiss Reunion in 
Trumbull in 1992, we knew that he was descended 
from John Curtiss and Elizabeth Hutchins one 
time thru ..." William. "Recently we have found 
that he is descended from John and Elizabeth... 
four more times." Congratulations, Joanna and 
Jack! That must have been a pleasing experience 
to find all those connections. Joanna included a 
nice pile of family sheets documenting these lines 
plus an ahnentafel chart to help sort it all out. 
She also included a related question /see query 94- 
25] which readers are urged to review. 


A warm "thank you" to Kay Curtis Stenzel (and an 
alert to other descendants of Zacheus' Curtis of 
Topsfield, MA). -Kay has provided two manu- 
scripts which build on this line. The first (18 
pages) is by Colonel Hiram Archer, grandson of 
Ruth’ (Curtis) Archer. The second (11 pages) was 
originally prepared by Kay’s grandfather, Donald 
Dexter Curtis, and dealt with the descendants of 
Moses Nelson’ Curtis. Kay has extended the latter 
manuscript to the present. Moses Nelson’ and 
Ruth’ were siblings, children of the line John‘, 
John*, James*, James’, Zacheus?, Zacheus! Curtis. 
Col. Archer’s manuscript seems to have been 
written between 1930 - 1950 while that of her 
grandfather is dated 20 Mar 1963. 


Our thanks to Sallie Meffert, President of the 
Newtown (CT) Historical Society, for referring 
Curtis questions received by the NHS to us. As 
many readers will know, the NHS is quartered in 
the Matthew Curtiss, Jr. house in Newtown. 


We are happy to report that our "lost" member, 
Virginia M‘Knight, has been found again. It seem 
she was "snow birding" for six months in Florida 
and our postal service found this all too confusing. 
A happy ending. Welcome back, Virginia. 


A note (April 1994) from the Rev. Grant Carlson 
of Valley City, ND mentions that they were ex- 
pecting their “first grandchild any day now and 
plan to be in Chicago." Grant continues, "Our 
second grandchild is expected this fall in Texas, 
and there may be trips to North Carolina and 
California, all in 1994." Bi/cefthdy sounds like a 


wonderful and busy year for the Carlson’s. We all 
hone the orandhahiec and thair mathaea -.—- 
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Send $4.50 to Arthur E. Hutchinson. 


Curtis/s Chronicle. Photocopies of back issues may be ordered from Arthur E. Hutchinson. Custom copying 
rates apply. 
————— Bound Volumes 
A Genealogy of the Curtiss Family. by Frederic Haines Curtiss. [1903] 252 pages. Higginson Books reprint. 
POORek ceo pe bane Guea eee nade oe see chee eae R ewe ReEes Member: $43 / Non-member: $50 
POQCHOCK ahs soca dees wees cecdsanbasvedasaueeuveuiaxs Member: $35 / Non-member: $42 


A Genealogy of the Curtiss-Curtis Family of Stratford, CT. A Supplement to the 1903 edition. by Harlow 
Dunham Curtis. [1953]. 585 pages. Higginson Books reprint. 


TIAICOO aoa nkau tees cata sonks Dead Soahe sBands sweet aes Member: $65 / Non-member: $85 
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A Genealogy of the Curtiss-Curtis Family. A Supplement to the Supplement of 1953. by Charles Juan Jacobs. 
(2975). 19 + 10 pages. fsott bound] 24 c6sca ndass ceeds cn es oh bad mwas ees dake eee EES $5 


Richard Curtice, Master Mariner. A Genealogy of Richard Curtice of Salem, MA, and Southold, Long Island, 
whose Father appears to have been The Master Mariner. by Harlow D. Curtis. [1955]. 102 pages. 


PIQUOOAG OWT Sedna exes Sowa xe un xb ends yawe ebKE eA eRS 4% Member: $25 / Non-member: $37 
Send orders for bound volumes to Bonita Kish [4468 Rive — 2cks 
payable to Judith Waldron, Treasurer. All prices are post} and 
delivery of Higginson reprints can be expected. These repri y. 
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| Cheshire, CT 
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Curtis Family Alert... 


> Just as we were going to press with this issue, 
we learned that Richard Perry is not doing at all 
well and has been forced to enter a hospice for 
care. I know that all members will join with me in 
wishing Dick well and in prayer for his swift recov- 
ery. Many, many members (your Editor included) 
count Dick as a close friend. He has held several 
Society offices and has given years of "heavy duty" 
service to the Society. Dick is in the care of the 
Connecticut Hospice, 61 Burban Drive, Branford, 
CT 06405. Our prayers are with Dick and his 
wife, Mary, for strength in this time of crisis. + 


Grant Carlson’s "Our Curtis Family"... 


> The Society gratefully acknowledges receipt of 
a complimentary copy of Our Curtis Family from 
Grant N. Carlson. His work details 7 generations 
of the descendants of John L. Curtis (b. not later 
than 1820; d. MI Feb 1874) and Elizabeth Spencer 
(b. 20 Feb 1827/1830 in or near Manchester, 
England; d. Broadview Twp, Griggs Co., ND 16 
Feb 1892), dau. of John and Alice (Scofield) 
Spencer. John L. Curtis is the putative son of 
William & Jane (Love) Curtis. /See query 94-17] 
The book devotes chapters to each of the ten 
children of the couple and is filled with interesting 
_ stories and well-reproduced photos. Elizabeth’s 
father was a silk and woolen manufacturer, owning 
or managing several mills, and at one time .was 
very wealthy. They settled in Ontario after leaving 
England. Elizabeth was one of the flower girls at 
the coronation of Queen Victoria on 20 Jun 1837 
and the Queen escorted a group of children, 
including Elizabeth, to the ship as they prepared 
to embark for America. Another of the Spencer 
daughters, Eliza, married Comfort Curtis, a pre- 
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sumed brother of John L. According to Rev. 
Carlson, the "family came out of New York, went 
to Ontario, thence to Michigan, then to Dakota 
from whence they have scattered all over USA and 
Canada, but especially Western Canada and the 
Western Coast of USA." 


Other key names, besides Curtis, are: Spencer, 
Ladbury, Rykert, Harriman, Smith, Mosher, 
Langer, Downey, Kinn, Sprague and Willson. 


The technical details of the book are: 312 pages in 
a quality 3-ring binder, with an index of descen- 
dants (not every name). Copies may be obtained 
from Rev. Carlson [403 11 1/2 Street NW, Valley 
City, ND 58072; (701) 845-0838] for $39 post paid. 
Canadian orders $US45. 


Today’s News: 
Grant W. Curtiss . 


> As proud grandparents sisi Richmond H. 
& Sally Curtiss have provided a copy of the wed- 
ding announcement of Grant W. Curtiss, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Curtiss and Kimberly 
Ann Johnson, (now one of our newest members), 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jerome F. Johnson. * 
The wedding took place 5 Mar 1994 in Minneapo- 
lis, MN. We wish the new couple the best and 
welcome Kimberly Ann to the Curtis/s family. + 
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Curtis Name Variants... 


> Several spelling variations of the Curtis sur- 
name occur in the official records and are used in 
varying degrees by descendants. The following 
have been found in North American records: 
Curtis, Curtiss, Curtice, Curtise, Courtis, Curtes, 
Curteis, Courtiss, Corttis, and Cortis. Have you 
found others? Let us know if you have - and, 
hopefully, the locality where the variation is 
prevalent. «fe 
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From the President’s Desk... 


> We in Upstate New York, and much of the 
Northeast, have "enjoyed" a long, hard winter with 
bitter cold temperatures, a great deal of snow, and 
more than enough ice - to keep life interesting. 
So we are looking forward to Spring with warm 
days and the beautiful Spring flowers. 


Plans for the 1994 Curtis/s Annual Meeting and 
Reunion are progressing. The reunion is set for 
Saturday, October 8, 1994 at the Grange Hall in 
Cheshire, Connecticut.” It appears we will be 
offering a large, varied program, to compliment 
the business meeting and luncheon. Over the next 
several months you will be hearing much more 
about the Reunion. But please mark your calen- 
dars now and reserve October 8. (For many 
people that is a 3-day weekend — a real bonus.) 


I still do not know when the Hawley Family 
Reunion is scheduled but will pass on the informa- 
tion when I can. As I mentioned in the January 
Chronicle, The Welles Family will be meeting on 
Saturday, October 1. 


We are very pleased that almost everyone renewed 
their membership for 1994. And our ranks have 
grown by 17 since the end of December. We 
extend a warm welcome to all the new members. 
To keep our ranks at 400 or more is GREAT. 


There have been several suggestions that more 
current Curtis/s news be included in the Chronicle. 
Art would love to include this type of article —- 
weddings, "new family members," honors, but he 
must get the input from you, our members. Please 
don’t hesitate to send us your news items. As a 
point of interest, Art and his wife will be moving 
into their brand new home about the 7th of April. 
So we will have to give him a little time to get 
settled and his equipment hooked up and on-line 
again. 

We certainly hope that our California Cousins 
came through the horrible fires, earthquake(s), 
and mud slides. Georganna Willits in Long Beach 
writes that they were shaken but received no 
damage. The fires came to within 5 miles of my 
son’s home in Hemet and they too felt the quake, 
but no damage. 


May the joys of Spring be with cach of you. 
Barbara 
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UK Notes from the Edwards... 


> Several reports containing original research 
notes into Curtis family origins in Essex & Hert- 
fordshire {totaling 26 pages plus two letters} have 
been received from Roy & Leslie Edwards [12 
Blacklands Drive, Hayes, Middlesex, UB4 8EU, 
UK]. The following "bits" are taken from the 
letters and notes. They will more fully introduce 
the Edwards and their work to the membership. 
[Ed. note: I hope all will find their letters and 
research notes as enjoyable and as rewarding as I 
have. Fair warning (again) to all; anything sent to 
your Chronicle Editor is fair game for publishing 
unless you say otherwise! ] 


As to our situation and research availability, I, 
Roy, age 60, a British citizen born in London, 
have been early retired for some three years and 
am a "free agent’. I worked for H. J. Heinz the 
food company (and Leslie still does) as a research 
chemist. My research degree work (part-time) in 
local history began a little while before I retired 
and most of my time has to be devoted to this. It 
is related to Lambeth in South London in the 
period ca: 1600 to 1800 and the core of the work 
is in the manorial records for the area. There are 
three main manors, one Royal and two Ecclesiasti- 
cal, all with splendid and extensive records. These 
I have been working on for over a dozen years, so 
I hope that I have some reasonable understanding 
of the system! 


I also have a major commitment in archaeology as 
a result of directing an excavation in 1977-81 on 
the site of the Vauxhall Pottery (1682-1865) in 
Lambeth. This yielded some 15 tonnes of material 
and obviously it is taking a long while to digest. 
All that I have published so far are two Interim 
Reports, and one about an early 18th century 
pottery dump found during the excavation. 


Family history work arises out of. my research 
degree project and obviously I assist Leslie when 
we are in the U.S.A. Thus I am passable familiar 
with most classes of American records, and for 
example, have done extensive work on the Probate 
and Land records for Sharon, Connecticut. © 


Leslie, an American citizen, was brought up in San 
Francisco, and since our marriage over twenty 
years ago has been a permanent resident in the 
UK. She is still involved with business studies and 


has just passed the third out of four stages in her - 
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Management Accountancy examinations. Hopeful- 
ly she will finish this year, and this will ease some 
of the pressure on her time. However, the envi- 
ronmental pressure on her at Heinz is very stress- 
ful and this has an influence on her availability to 
get away to do her family history. 


Thus overall, as things stand at the moment, we 
don’t see being able to do more than about a 
week’s family history research work a year in the 
UK, outside of London. 


It is our intention eventually to emigrate to the 
U.S.A. on a rough five year plan, dependent on 
getting my research degree completed, the archae- 
ology report published, and Leslie getting through 
all her finance exams. Another inhibiting factor is 
the prohibitive costs for health care in the USA 
and we need to accumulate more resources to 
cover this area. 


This letter has been long in gestation because I 
have been fighting to write up our last year’s work, 
and also this month /Feb 1994] have again myself 
been to the Essex Record Office to do more work.’ 
In fact I must go back to continue this before I 
can adequately discuss in detail all the problems. 


However, I do enciose most of the data from our 
researches so far, which...have made very little 
direct progress on the English story. Briefly, the 
results can be summarised as follows:- 


1). John Curtis son of William (who died 1585) 
left England after ’the last day of August 1638’ 
(Nazeing Manor Draft Court Notes, where he left 
his Mark) 


2). Steven Archer who married Martha Curticé at 
Epping 22 Sept. 1608 shows up with many other 
Archers in later manorial records, and the prod- 
ucts of the union are evidenced in Epping parish 
registers. This latter has not been reported in the 
enclosed, because, as with other parishes only 
transcripts have been consulted so far, and the 
products of looking at the originals (or films 
thereof) has yet to emerge. 


3). There are other people of the name Curtis in 
the Nazeing area, contemporary with the ’Tree’ 
families, who have to be accounted for. For exam- 
ple, the Will of Thomas Sayre in 1659 names Amy 
his wife and also three daughters, Amy, Anne & 
Margery who are all named as Curteis. We also 
have William Curtis ’of London’ in Waltham Holy 
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Cross with baptismal and burial entries in 1565 & 
1566. 


The extant parish registers of Nazeing and Walt- 
ham start late’, i.e. 1559 & 1563, and not at 1538, 
so there are obvious gaps here in addition to the 
manifest deficiencies when they do start. Quite 
apart from this, sparsity of data at this date means 
that all and every record must be examined if 
there is any chance ofa reliable picture being built 
up. Collaterals, neighbours, witnesses must all be 
used to best advantage. If a proper family history 
is to be constructed all data with potential topo- 
graphical content (tax records, rentals etc.) must 
be assimilated. It will be the norm to find a family 
holding various pieces of land both inside and 
outside the parish of residence, and to locate these 
accurately will be difficult at this date. 


The Manor of Nazeing, Essex 

Working Background to the Post Medieval Re- 
cords. Some records exist at the Essex Record 
Office (ERO), some at Oxford, and possibly 
elsewhere, but very little appears to survive for the 
17th century. There are some problems. Consid- 
ering just the two parishes of Waltham Holy Cross 
and Nazeing, as elsewhere there are many small 
manors and these tend to get swallowed up by 
larger landowners. In the parish of Nazeing there 
were three manors:- Nazeing or Nazeingbury; 
Little Nazeingbury; and, Langridge alias Néther or 
Little Langridge, or Waterford Hall. In Waltham 
Holy Cross there were eight manors including 
Waltham. Most of all these, and many others 
outside these parishes, were taken over by Walt- 
ham Abbey (See Victoria County History for 
Essex, [VCH]) and post Dissolution of the Monas- 
teries large areas still remained aggregated into 
single hands. There is thus the possibility that 
Nazeing manorial records could get mixed in with 
others or dispersed outside the local area. 


At ERO records for the manor of Waltham are 
held under D/DJg M1- but contained within this at 
M43 is a small amount of material solely relating 
to the manor of Nazeing, the main part of which 
concerns the years 1637 and 1638. However, 
indexes at ERO tell us that within the records for 
. the manor of Sewardstone (in the SW part of 
Waltham Holy Cross parish) surviving as part of 
the Sotheby Family Collection held in the Bodle- 
ian Library there are some Nazeing manor items 
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of the 14th and 15th centuries.... 


The Nazeing Manor Records (ERO. D/DJg M43) 
The extant draft court rolls are written in English 


on what are now loose sheets of paper which have 
not been numbered by ERO. Unfortunately two 
of the folios are undated, and therefore their 
dating is to some extent dependent on whether the 
sheets have been kept in their original order. 
While the bulk, as found, were in correct datal 
order at least two were not and this is unfortunate. 
The overall date range 1603-95 is misleading. The 
first two items (1603 - Customs; and 1614-29 
unresolved offenses) are unsurprising survivals. 
Then there is an odd folio for 1632, but the bulk 
(13 items) refer to 1637 & 1638 in a probably 
continuous sequence, and I think that the two 
undated sheets can be added to this. Finally there 

is an odd item for 1691-5. : 


[A six page transcript of items from the Draft Court 
Notes follows Roy’s notes. It includes the “last day 
of August, 1638" item with the mark of John’ Curtis, 
founder of the Stratford, CT line. The transcript is 
followed by two appendices: the first a catalogue of 
the Sewardstone Court Rolls; the second a list of 
other manorial records in the Nazeing area with 
some transcripts. ] 


Assize Records to 1650 


Fourteen Curtis items dating between 1572/3 and 
1642, about 1% pages, transcribed from the Essex 
Assize File. The Curtis citations span the County 
but most lie in the western half..:. The full text of 
one item follows: "1630 07 July. ASS.35/72/T/30 
(35/72/2) Robt. Foster of Nazeing, labourer, 1 
April, stole a white ewe worth 4s, belonging to 
William Curtys, two white ewes worth 4s belonging 
to William Heath; and a white ewe worth 4s 
belonging to George Holmes. Pleads not guilty; 
guilty; read; branded. Witnesses: William Curtis, 
William Heath, Geo. Holmes, Daniel Perry." 


Quarter Session Records of Essex 


A very extensive collection of these records from 
their beginning in 1556 exist at the ERO (Chelms- 
ford). Included are three pages of extracts from 
these records in the Nazeing area, i.c. in the 
Hundreds of Waltham, Harlow and Ongar. Roy 
comments on one item: "...{T}here is one item of 
topographical interest. George Curtis in 1628 had 
blocked a stream on the road from Nazcing to 
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Waltham Abbey, also dumping dung there. The 
location can be quite accurately pinpointed be- 
cause there are only two stream branches in the 
parish doing this. These lie between Nazeing 
village and Nazeing Gate, South of Nazeing 
Park.... As Nazeing Wood Common lies to the 
East side of the road, George’s land can be put on 
the West side. As the northern branch is to all 
intents and purposes within Nazeing Park our 
choice appears to be limited to two fields abutting 
the southern branch on the West side of the 
road.... The blocking/diverting of streams/roads is 
quite common, but if an active manorial court was 
present action would be expected from them as 
much from Quarter Sessions. 


The item Roy refers to reads, "1628 06 Jan. Pre- 
sentments for Hundreds of Ongar, Harlow & 
Waltham. 224/21-32 In the highway from Nazeing 
to Waltham Abbey is a certain watercourse run- 
ning across...and by means of staying it by Geo. 
Curtess of Nazeing, and likewise annoying the 
same place by laying his dung, it is very dangerous 
so that in any flood it is hardly to be passed." It 
seems that George responded to the presentment 
as on 20 Jun 1628 a certificate was entered noting 
that "this nuisance is take away." 


Other transcripts and notes are: Curtis & associat- 
ed names from the Nazeing, Essex Area, in Na- 
tional Tax Records pre 1650 (4 pages); 5 items 
from "Elizabethan Wills of SW Essex" by F. G. 
Emmison, 1983 (1 page); extracts from the 8 vol- 
umes of "Essex Wills" by F. G. Emmison (1 page); 
Curtis & Allied Names in SE Hertfordshire (up to 
10 miles from Nazeing, Essex) in the 16th and 
First Half of the 17th Centuries[:] A Search in 
Records (MS & printed) in the County Record 
Office, Hertford (4 pages); and a 1-page finding 
’ aid Roy has made for the manorial records at 
Hertford County Record Office relating to the SE 
part of the county. 


Roy intends to send us an introduction to the 
manorial system in the post medieval period. The 
introduction "is needed because its use in the 
U.S.A. was rare, and unless its workings are 
understood the records can easily be misinter- 
preted or undervalued. Even (H)oppin (1935) 
both failed to comprehend the process properly 
and failed to search the Nazeing Manor records 
thoroughly." /J’m sure all members join me in 
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thanking Roy & Leslie for their efforts which are of 
benefit to us all. I, for one, find the information 
fascinating and look forward to learning more of the 
manorial system. Thanks again! I will be happy to 
provide copies of the Edwards’ letters and notes to 
interested members. The complete package can be 
had for copying and mailing costs ($4.39). ] “t 


Today’s News: Richard Perry... 


> The headline on page 6 of the January 21, 
1994 Heritage Villager (Southbury CT) reads: 
"Historical Society Honors Dick Perry...." Yes, 
our former director, Richard Perry, has made the 
news again. Way to go, Dick! 


The Southbury Historical Society honored its 
president, Richard Perry, at its annual meeting 
Jan. 15 at the Heritage Inn. In making the pre- 
sentation of the Society’s Community Service 
Award, former director David Clough called Mr. 
Perry "The obvious heart and soul of this organiza- 
tion." 

After a 40-year career as a chemical engineer with 
Union Carbide, Mr. Perry and his wife, Mary, 
retired to South Britain in 1980 and "became 
enmeshed in the community fabric," Mr. Clough 
said. Mr. Perry served as chairman of the Zoning 
Commission and Municipal Historian as well as 
president of the Historical Society. 


In accepting the award, Mr. Perry thanked the 
officers and members for giving him something to 
do after he no longer had an office to go to every 
day.... 


The Historical Society recognized the Stiles and 
Curtis families for their contributions to Southbury 
since the 17th century.... 


Errata in Print... 


> Mary Hoover has provided a correction to 
Harlow Curtis’ 1953 supplement to the 1903 
Curtiss-Curtis Family of Stratford, CT genealogy 
as follows: page 349, bottom line, Gladys Cleo’ 
Curtis was b. 17 Jun 1887, not 17 Jan 1887 as 
given. Mary also provided a record of Gladys 
Cleo’s descendants. Thanks, Mary. 


Let us know of any Curtis related typos or wrong 
information you find in published sources. We 
will try to record them here as space permits. + 
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Did You Know?... 


> The first chewing gum commercially sold in 
the U.S. was manufactured by John B. Curtis in 
1848. [Item courtesy of Alice A. Carlson.] + 


Membership Update... 


New Life Members 
Roger M. Pike............ 90 Edgerton Street 

Rutland, VT 05701 
— New Members or 


Clarabelle Bothe......... 421 West Fifth Street 
Port Clinton, OH 43452 

Ann L. Boyer.............. 704 Kasimer Drive 
Jacksonville, FL 32211 

Shirley Bronte ........... 35741 Gissing Place 
Fremont, CA 94538 

Sandra T. Christie ....... 7204 Jessie Harbour 
Osprey, FL 34229 

Ronni Curtis ............... 1440 Rainier Blvd 
Canton, MI 48187 

Donald & Gail Curtis ..... 1448 Braeburn Road 
Flossmoor, IL 60422 

Elaine L. Curtis ..............06. 621 N. 16th 
Niles, MI 49120 

Gary L. Curtis ..... Lantern Apartments, Apt A-1 


1602 Collins Street 
Webster City, IA 50595-1224 


Jack Curtis ......... 2521 Mourning Dove Drive 
Greenville, MS 38701 
Kimberly Ann Curtiss .......... 6820 76th Ave 


. Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
(Wife of Grant W. Curtiss; new address for both) 


Jennifer Fisher ............ 156 Sinclair Road 
London W14 ONL England 

Bonnie Gunsaulus ............. 12515 Parkrill 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 

Michael L. Hall ......... 4929 Brentwood Court 
Florence, OR 97439-8352 

Nora E. Holmes ........ 925 Promiseland Road 
Charlotte, TN 37036 

Eleanor M. Miller ..... 956 King’s Canyon Drive 
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 

Vernona J. Hurd Linley ..... 6404 Elmwood Ave 
Middleton, WI 53562 

Harold D. Lowry ......... 275 Sagamore Drive 


Rochester, NY 14817 
June Curtis Johnson . 9135 Cuyhanga Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70815-1012 


Miriam R. Smith ......... 218 Chittenden Way 
Rochester, NY 14623 

Jack Edwin Vion ............ 2350 Valdina Ave 
Anaheim, CA 92801 

Dr. Alan C. Wright ......... 67 Mulberry Road 


_Mansfield Center, CT 06250 
Address Changes 


Mark R. Chase ................ 716 H Street 
Washougal, WA 98671 

Roger W. Chase ............ 402 Dennis Court 
Roseville, CA 95678-1338 

Margaret L. Curtiss............... PO Box 34 
Bena, VA 23018 

John Emerson ........ P.S. St Petrus D-88145 


Offenback, Germany 


. Lane Wickwire ........... 1377 Skye Parkway 


West Linn, OR 97068 
— : Name Changes — 


’ Sarah Reid-Haraske .......... 284 Lalley Blvd 


. Fairfield, CT 06480 
(formerly Sarah Haraske) 


Queries 


> Curtis-related queries are published, without 
cost, when we have been unable to fully answer 
[or not at all] from the Society archives or the 
research database. As we have asked. before, 
please take the time to review them and to help if 
you have any lead, no matter how small or seem- 
ingly unimportant it may appear to you. If a 
query is answered, be sure to send a copy of the 
response to Arthur Hutchinson so the information 
can become centrally available for future research- 
ers. Queries are numbered consecutively through- 
out the four issues of the calendar year. Contrac- 
tions used: b. = birth or born; d. = death or died; 
abt = about or circa; m(n). = marriage or married 
(number); dau. = daughter; div. = divorced. 


We have been informed of a new address for Flor- 
ence A. (Seeley) Allen, who submitted query 93-58. 
Please write her at P.O. Box 125, Goochland, VA 
23063. 


94-11: Wish correspondence with descendants of 
Benjamin Curtis’, son of David*, Benjamin’, John’, 
John' & Widow Elizabeth. Wife Phebe (__). I 
have researched all Phebe’s that I can find in the 
Stratford area of correct age and have eliminated 
all but Phebe LATTIN & Phebe FARDOM. Also 
necd better information on various locations that 
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Benjamin and family lived. Death date after 1791. 
Did he have more than 4 children? [Mary M. Van 
Epps, 6172 Calle Vera Cruz, La Jolla, CA 92037] 
94-12: The 1790 census of Berkshire Co.; MA 
reflects 3 Curtis households as follows: 


Name Town Males 16+ Males 16- Females 
Isaac Lenox 1 3 4 
Isaac St’kbridge 2 6 6 
Davis Lenox i ys 1 


The Stockbridge Isaac Curtis is allegedly the son 
of Elnathan and Rose (Weller) Curtis, b. 4 Jun 
1749, who m. Hannah Higbee and had 11 children 
between the years 1772 and 1790. 


Can anyone help me regarding the ancestry and 
descendants of the Isaac Curtis of Lenox? Did he 
have a son or brother named Miles who m. Phebe 
Churchill in 1793 at Lenox? Who is the Davis 
Curtis listed in Lenox in 1790? Could this be a 
miscopy for either David Curtis or Jairus Curtis? 


Any clues are appreciated. [Francis R. Jenne, One 


. Chestnut Street, Potsdam, NY 13676] 


94-13: Would like to contact Miss Vanetta Curtis 
of Firth,-ID who posted a query in the Jan-Mar 
1962 issue of The Virginia Genealogist. Looking 
for her present name and address. [Michael L. 
Hall, 4929 Brentwood Ct, Florence, OR 97439-8352] 


94-14; William Curtis, b. abt 1754, d. Bahamas 
bef 1834; m: NY 10 Apr 1779 Margaret Wytt. 
Their son, William II, b. Bahamas abt 1792, m. 
Jersey City, NJ abt 1813 Ursula "Ocey" Martin, b. 
NJ abt 1792, dau. Ephraim Martin III. Their dau., 
Margaret, b. Woodbridge, NJ 14 Jun 1814, m. 
Richard Lynch, b. Petersburg, VA 1810. The first 
William was certainly a Loyalist as he was listed as 
a soldier from NY and a native of MA and then 
NY. He had 80 acres in the Bahamas which were 
part of a grant to Sir Guy Carelton to provide for 
Loyalists who wished to settle there. (see "Home- 
ward Bound" by Dr. Sandra Riley.) [Ann L. Boyer, 
704 Kasimir Dr., Jacksonville, FL 32211] 


94-15: Descendants of Jane Ashley Curtis — 
Where are you? Jane (b. 1800, d. 1847) m. abt 
1818 Hiram Ralph Pettibone (b. 1796, d. 1884). 
They were of Granby, CT and Fremont, OH. I 
need all data regarding Jane’s parents, Jeptha 
Curtiss (b. abt 1768, d. 1806) and Sarah Pelletreau 
Hillyer of Farmington, CT and Sheffield, MA. 
Jane’s Pettibone children were: Delia who m. 
Austin Birchard Taylor (my line); Oscar Curtis; 


Milo Hiram; Chauncey J. who m. Mary Gramond; 
Harriet who m. Carleton G. McCulloch; William; 
Jane who m. Dr. Kramer; and Alfred. All infor- 
mation very much appreciated. /Elizabeth Engle, 
11002 Kulshan Road, Edmonds, WA 98020-6129. 
Phone or FAX (206) 776-8838] 


94-16: My father, Orva Almin "Dick" Curtis was 
supposedly b. Joplin, MO 12 Sep 1896 but no b. 
record is found. He is there in 1910 (Joplin City 
Directory and Fed. Census). My grandfather, 
William H. Curtis was b. 3 Dec 1859 in either IL 
or TN. What is their line? No living relatives can 
help; can you? [Jimmy D.Curtis, 2 Holiday Lane, 
Texarkana, TX 75503] : 

94-17: William Curtis m. 16 May 1807, possibly in 
NY, Jane Love. A bible record gives the following 
issue: Samantha (b. 14 Feb 1810); Fisher (b. 20. 
Nov 1812); Charles (b. 14 {or 11} Feb 1814). The 
bible record is damaged and largely lost beyond 
this point but shows another child b. 20 or 30___ 
1815. Other children attributed to this couple are: 
John L. (b. NY abt 1820); Frank; possibly a David; 
Comfort; and perhaps others. See "Our Curtis 
Family" article elsewhere, this issue. [Rev. Grant | 
N. Carlson, 403 11 1/2 Street NW, Valley City, ND 
58072 (701) 845-0838] 


94-18: Looking for the parents of Thomas Curtis, 
b. NC abt 1820 who m. Granville Co., NC 23 Oct 
1841 A. Anderson, also b. abt 1820. Their dau., 
Ann Eliza Curtis (b. Granville Co. abt 1835) m. 
Granville Co. 25 Dec 1858 John Norwood (b. 
Granville Co. abt 1830). (Margaret "Elizabeth" 
Stroud, P.O. Box 7732, Hampton VA 23666] 


94-19: _ What is the line of George W. Curtis (b. 
Hartford{?}, CT 1849; d. Harwinton, CT 23 Sep 
1905) who m. 22 Nov 1873 Juliette Elizabeth 
Higley? They had two children: Ina Curtis, (b.. 
Bristol{?}, CT 10 Sep 1880; d. Bristol Jul 1926; 
bur. West Cemetery, Bristol) who m. Harry L. 
Stone & had 4 children; George W. Curtis Jr., (b. 
1882; d. 1941; bur. same cemetery) who m. Ruby 
M. Fairclough & had 3 children. [Raymond Elliot 
Richard Jr., 1556 Surrey Glen Cove, Middleburg, FL 
32068] 

[Queries numbered 94-18 and 94-19 are from non- 
mémbers of the Society. If you are able to assist 
them, please take the opportunity to suggest member- 
ship in the Society. Remember, please provide copies 
of responses to Arthur Hutchinson so that the 
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information may be shared with all through the to New Brunswick in the late 1700’s. One of 
database and archives. ] So William’s brothers, Ebenezer Duncan Curtis, 
a Aa ei aiek GUME cosmo ee? ae a moved via Maine to Michigan where they founded 
T Necrology 1 a Curtis line there that still exists (in Curtisville, 


Albert Carrington Sherwood, May 9, 1922 - Octo- 
ber 18, 1993. His obituary is from an unidentified 
newspaper in the Woodbury, CT area. 


WOODBURY - Albert Carrington Sherwood, 71, of 
Woodbury and Steuben, Me., died suddenly 
October 18 at Waterbury Hospital. He was the 
husband of Barbara (Ecker) Sherwood. 


Mr. Sherwood was born May 9, 1922, in Bristol, 


son of the late Albert Charles and Erma (Carring- ° 


ton) Sherwood. He was raised in Woodbury and 
graduated from Woodbury High School. He was 
a 1947 graduate of the University of Connecticut 
with a degree in forestry. At UConn, he was a 
member of Sigma Chi fraternity.. 


He was a U.S. Army veteran of World War II, 
serving in the European theater with Headquarters 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 347th infantry, 87th 
Division. He received the Purple Heart and a 
Bronze Star and was a first lieutenant when 
discharged. 


A former member of the Woodbury School Board, 
he was associated with F. F. Hitchcock Company, 
Inc., since 1948. 


Besides his wife, he leaves two daughters, Brooke 
S. Jaffe and her husband, Irving Jaffe of Vienna, 
Vir., and Jane B. Sherwood of Charlestown, Mass.; 
a son, Leon F. Sherwood and his wife, Theresa 
Sherwood of Woodbury, and two granddaughters, 
Meridith C. and Victoria B. Sherwood, both of 
Woodbury. 

Graveside services were conducted October 21 at 


new North Cemetery. Arrangements were. by the 
Woodbury Funeral Home of Munson-Lovetere.... 


Mr. Sherwood’s line is Erma" Carrington, Flora 
Preston” Curtiss, James Guernsey’, David H.%, 
David S.’, David’, David’, John‘, Israel®, John’, 
John! & Widow Elizabeth of Stratford, CT. + 


About New Members ... 


> Alan C. Wright, writes: "My connection to the 
Curtis name is via my GGM, Cynthia Ann Curtis 
Wright, who was descended from William Dawson 
Curtis of Lancashire, England and who emigrated 


MI). They had the first white child born there in 
1869 (Richard Ebenezer Curtis).". Alan would 
welcome correspondence from others interested in 
this line. 


Jack Curtis and his sister, June Curtis Johnson, 
are descendants of Richard Curtis, Sr. (1728-1784) 
who was b. in VA and who m. Phoebe Courtney, 
widow of William Jones. Jack is author of Curtis - 
Lingering Shadows which traces this line. Jack is 
donating a copy to the archives and mentions that 
copies of Volume 1 are still available ($35 post- 
paid). Volume 2 is due out this spring. Look for 
a full Chronicle notice after its receipt. We look 
forward to adding this important Southern line to 
the archives. Thanks, Jack. 


The wife of a descendent of Thomas of Wethers- 
field, Nora E. Holmes, has joined our ranks. Her 
husband, Michael Edward” Holmes, has the 
following line of descent: Thomas’, Joseph’, 
Thomas’, Zebulon‘, Lydia*, Willard’ Holmes, 
Everett Curtis(s)’ Holmes, . Edward Everett® 
Holmes, Edward Coatsworth® Holmes. Nora is 
active on the FidoNet (in fact, that’s where we 
met). She has provided FGRs which extend her 
husband’s line to the present from where Rose 
Mary Goodwin drops the line in.A Family Named 
Curtis. Thanks, Nora. 


Michael Loving’ Hall reports that he is number 
33(10).367.(12)21 in Harold E. Curtis’ Thomas, 
Richard and William Curtis of Scituate, MA. 
Michael notes that he has most data concerning 
the descendants of Florence (Curtis) Hodgkins, 
and can add information about the connecting 
Hodgkins and Loving lines. 


Welcome to another new member of the Stratford, 
CT Curtis line. Jennifer Ione’ Fisher, of London, 
provides. the following line of descent: John’, 
John’, Thomas’, Abigail*, Sybil’ Holt, Jesse® Mix 
Sr, Jesse’ Mix Jr, Luther® Mix, Isadora Alfretta® 
Mix, Adele Erdine’® Hill, Ione Adele!’ Brown, 
Gordon McCrea” Fisher. Jennifer notes that she 
is interested in any historical information on the 
Curtis’ in her family. Stay tuned, Jennifer, items 
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are frequently reported in the Chronicle. 


Donald G. Bothe provided a membership for his 
wife, Clarabelle Harriet’? (Long) Bothe as well as 
her line out of Stratford. The line is as follows: 
John!, John’, Israel’, Stephen*, Mary’, Joseph A.° 
Calkins, Levi’ Calkins, A. Elisha® Calkins, Spencer 
Lawrence® Calkins, Cora Mable” Calkins, Ray 
Hersul" Long. Donald, you may want to relook 
the surname of Abigail, the wife of William Mar- 
tin. Jacobus, in Families of Old Fairfield (1:402), 
lists her as Abigail Nichols, b. 6 Feb 1663/4, dau. 
of Caleb Nichols. Our records indicate that 
Abigail* Curtiss, b. Stratford 17 Oct 1671, dau. of 
Jonathan’ (William?, John’), m. as his 2nd wife, 
Ebenezer Blackman/Blakeman. 


Ann Lynch Boyer has a very tough nut to crack in 
tracing her line. Readers are referred to query 94- 
14 which shows the essence of her Curtis problem. 
Ann also mentions that Margaret (Curtis) Lynch, 
Ann’s great grandmother, spoke of visiting with an 
"Aunt" Burrit in Stratford, CT. Perhaps a member 
with data on this surname in Stratford will be able 
to assist Ann? Let’s hope so. % 


About "Old" Members ... 


> All your Editor asks is that you remember that 
the term “old” is a relative one - used here as in 
"has been-a member longer than a ’new’ member." 
Since there are so many "new" members of our 
Society, I am pleased that "old" member Iva Lou 
(Curtiss) Lindgren provided the following update 
of her family. Iva Lou”’ is of the Stratford Curtiss 
line John', John’, Thomas’, Thomas‘, Gideon’, 
Alanson’, Alfred’, Alfred Charles’, Cline Chilcote’. 


Kenneth Arnold Slocumb, son of Robert B. 
Slocumb and Iva Lou, is a member of the world 
management team for ATOTECH, meeting in 
Paris and Berlin in March. Kenneth is General 
Manager of CHEMCUT in State College, PA. He 
is a veteran of Vietnam, having: served there 
during the Tet offensive. He was qn his way to 
shower when he saw a head pop up in the middle 
of the compound. The enemy had tunneled into 

‘their midst. Today it is a tour offered to tourists 
who want to explore the Viet Cong’s underground 
headquarters of that period. 


- Allan Lindgren, husband of Iva Lou, was among 


~ the first Americans sent by President Kennedy to 


Vietnam as a civilian advisor to the South Viet- 
namese Army. Allan joined the army reserve as a 
college student. He was drafted four times before 
completing his degree after 25 years. He was a 
human volunteer under the first atomic bomb and 
was in Vietnam when Agent Orange was used (as 
was Kenneth). Son Glen was born after Allan re- 
turned from Vietnam. When Glen performed as _ 
a typical teenager from time to time, Al would 
ponder, "Is it the atom bomb or Agent Orange 
that makes him behave like that?" 


-Allan is now national president of the 76" Infantry 


Division Assoc. These veterans broke through the 
Siegfred Line under General Patton. Allan re- 
ceived the Bronze Star for leaping into artillery 
shell holes to measure the angle for locating the 
enemy position. When these battle-weary soldiers 
read in Stars & Stripes about the Battle of the 
Bulge, they "reckoned" that some unit nearby had 
had a bad time, not realizing that it was their unit 


' whose battle the press had so named. 4% 


This & That... 
Comments from the Editor 


> As President Barbara mentioned, my wife, 
Linda Dean, and I are moving and I hope all will 
make note of the new address [8606 Cross Oaks 
Lane, Fairfax station, VA 22039-3334]. The home 
is Only two miles from our present residence. 
Unhappily, the move forces a change in telephone 
companies and our new numbers will be 703 690- 
7609 (voice) and 703 690-7718 (fax). 


We now have a copy of Harold E. Curtis’ genealo- 
gy of William Curtis of Salem, MA. I managed to 
work in a visit to the NEHGS, aka "HISTGEN," in 
Boston (while my wife was giving a presentation at 
the "GroupWare ’94" conference) on March 1*. 
This completes our collection of Harold’s works. 
A great milestone. I also had the pleasure of 
meeting one of the librarians, David Curtis Dear- 
born, who alerted me to his article, "The Family of 
William Curtis of Danvers, Massachusetts," pub- 
lished in A Tribute to John Insley Coddington on 


- the Occasion of the Fortieth Anniversary of The 


American Society of Genealogists (1980), pages 31- 
46. An interesting article, well worth reading. 


Recent correspondence shows that some clarifica- 
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tion is needed about the relationship between the 
Society, it’s support of Curtis surname research, 
the Society archives, my work, and what members 
and non-members can expect in the way of genea- 
logical services. The Society began in 1939 as an 
association of the descendants of one early Strat- 
ford, CT Curtis line. However, it has always 
benefited from members and contributors (such as 
Harlow Dunham Curtis, Alan Teague and Harold 
E. Curtis) who were interested in all Curtis lines. 


During the presidency of Nelson Curtis, Sr., 
Society objectives were adopted which formally 
recognized our interest and intent to support a 
surname archive and assist with an “advisory 
genealogical service." The archives have been built 
from a number of sources. All Society correspon- 
dence and accompanying material eventually ends 
up there, filed by correspondent. When Harlow 
died, part of his collection was immediately placed 
in the archives and part went to Harold E. Curtis. 
Later, Harold E. Curtis added the remaining part 
of Harlow’s material to our collection. Harold 
also added copies of his several genealogies last 
year. Several authors have recently donated 
copies of their works, among them J. Douglas 
Bradshaw and Rev. Grant Carlson. For years, 
Richard "Dick" and Mary (Curtis) Perry main- 
tained the archives. They helped researchers, 
members and non-members alike, to the extent 
information could be found in the archives. It was 
Dick who "sold" the Society on the idea of a 
research data base. Mary, his wife, is an extremely 
able multi-line researcher. 


What am I doing - besides "standing on the shoul- 
ders of giants"? Although I am a descendant of 
the Stratford line, I find Curtis-surname research 
interesting and rewarding. [There’s no accounting 
for taste, is there? Some readers will understand; 
others will not.] In any case, I have taken on the 
research data base effort and have been working 
at it steadily for several years. This is a personal 
commitment and completely voluntary. The data 
base goes far beyond direct Curtis surname mate- 
rial and it is my personal creation. I work exten- 
sively with collateral lines and primary sources and 
have recorded many of the intertwining lines. In 
any event, thousands of hours of critical analysis 
and pure hard work have gone into it’s construc- 
tion to this point and thousands more will be 
‘needed before it becomes a "current" research 


tool. It is not part of the archives (at least, not 
yet) but every bit of data individuals contribute is 
placed in the archives. 


Since the archives were established, the Society 
has made them available for individuals who wish 
to do their own research. Additionally, we have 
tried to offer a review of our holdings to corre- 
spondents who are unable to travel to the archives. 
We have never charged a fee for the review (as 
some societies do) but have relied on volunteer 
efforts for this service. But we do not do original 
research; that is something each individual must 
do, either directly or by hiring a professional. 


I hope it is clear that the archives are a permanent 
collection of Curtis-related research material, 
available to members and non-members alike. It 
is certainly one of the top three Curtis repositories 
in the nation (the others are the NEHGS and LDS 
libraries) and may be in the top two. We, as a 
Society, will continue to build the collection and 
continue to assist researchers to the extent that 
our volunteers are able to do so. We cannot work 
miracles but we try to help. 


Once more an interesting set of items from Georg- 
anna Willits [5658 Naples Canal, Long Beach, CA 
90803]. First, she has letters from Dorothy Edith” 
(Curtis) Black [p. 324, 1953 Stratford Curtis 
Suppl] wherein many relatives are mentioned. She 
offers copies to any interested relatives. /Yes, 
Georganna - we would also like copies for possible 
publication and for the archives.] Second, she 
would like to contact Jacqueline Helen’ (Curtis) 
McLaughlin [p. 285, supra] or her children. 
Jacqueline’s father was John Simeon® Curtis and 
Georganna would like to pass on photographs of 
John Simeon and two children, probably Jacque- 
line and her brother David Benson’. Georganna 
also mentions receiving a beautiful card [5%4x8¥] 
with an exceptional line drawing of the All Saints 
Nazeing church. They are being sold to aid the 
church. Let President Barbara or your Editor 
know if you might be interested in some of the 
cards and we will explore the possibility of making 
them available through the Society. A quality 
product and a worthy cause. Thanks for sharing it 
with us, Georganna - we are in your debt. 


Lost member. We are trying to locate Mrs. 
Virginia McKnight whose last known address was 
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Route 1, Box 71, Unadilla, NY 13849. Her last 
issue of the Chronicle came back marked "forward- 
ing time expired." Where did she go? 


From "The Washington (DC) Post," 7 Mar 1994, 
pages Al and A15: In Britain, between Brighton 
and Hastings, there is a cliff called "The Devil’s 
Chimney" overlooking the English Channel at 
Beachy Head. It’s claim to fame is that about 200 
people have died on this cliff since 1980, either as 
suicides or "unexplained" sudden deaths. It seems 
that people come from all over the world to die 
there. According to locals, there is something 
"eerily and terribly wrong" at the cliff. “It’s weird 
up there," said Paul Curtis, chief superintendent 
of the Eastborne police, which is responsible for 
Beachy Head. "I don’t like it at all." 


In lieu of Computer Corner column in this issue: 
Harold E. Curtis’ Francis Curtis of Plymouth, MA 
is entered and I am well into the 7" generation of 
Rose Mary Goodwin’s A Family Named Curtis 
(Thomas of Wethersfield, CT). 


A note from Ralph E. Curtiss, Jr of Greensburg, 


PA mentions the good time they had at the Michi- 
gan Reunion. Thanks, Ralph, and we hope you 
can make the next one as well. Look forward to 
secing you (and everyone else) there! 


Dorothy Hawley [65 Woolsley Ave, Trumbull, CT 
06611] writes that she and husband Charles spent 
14 to 24 Jan in Issaquah, WA visiting their son, 
Steve. She mentions the radical difference in 
weather between CT and WA - damp, wet, 40° - 
and no snow! [Members with NE Hawley connec- 
tions may wish to contact Charles & Dorothy. They 
are officers in the Hawley Family Association and 
would be happy to hear from "lost" Hawley’s. ] 


Roger & Mary Hoover of Riverside, CA send 
greetings and report that they "are doing fine. 
The earth quake was felt, but did no damage 
here." They also mention having a wonderful 
Christmas with all their children and grandchildren 
and that they miss all their East Coast friends. 


We are grateful to Grace L. Ekstrom who has 
provided a thick package filled with interesting 
items. Grace provided the most interesting 1865 


MEMBERSHIP/CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM 
Is this a new membership: CI; a renewal: CI; and/or a new or corrected address: CJ ? 
Do you want a membership card CJ [V if yes]? 


Membership type: CJ Single [$10/year] 
CJ Life [Single only: $150] 


CJ Couple [$15/year] 
("J Minor [Under 21: $5] 


[Please make checks payable to: Judith C. Waldron, Treasurer. Your check is your receipt.] 


Name: 


Address: 


City: State: ZIP +4: 


‘Comments or questions: 


Telephone: () 


Mail to: Richmond H. Curtiss, 234 Joshua Point Road, Guilford, CT 06437. 
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letter (Oct 1993 issue] from Lewis® Curtis [Ethan’, 
Ethan®, Joshua’®, Joseph*, Thomas’, John?, John! & 
Elizabeth (Hutchins) Curtiss] to his son, Miles C. 
Curtis, who was living near Galesburg in Mercer 
County, IL. Her latest package contains several 
FGRs down from Miles Clinton Clay® Curtis as 
well as pictures of Lewis*®, Miles®, and Arthur 
Judson” Curtis (b. 27 Sep 1868). A fourth picture 
is one of a Ohio Curtis reunion between 1884 and 
1886. While there are 31 in the photo, Grace 
identifies only four. [And, yes, Grace - it’s perfectly 
all right with me if you put the Curtis women on the 
top of their FGRs. We do need to be careful that 
the children are given the correct surname as they 
are entered into the record. A note to all: PLEASE 
don’t worry so much about "correct" form. The idea 
and goal is to add the information to the record; so 
long as you provide the best information available to 
you (and, hopefully, where it was found), we will 
have a rich source for future generations. ] 


Grace also includes a National Park Service 
brochure from the Pea Ridge National Military 
Park, AR. The brochure covers the exploits of 
Brig. Gen. Samuel Ryan Curtis during the early 
part of 1862. It notes that he commanded 10,500 
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English- and German-speaking troops. Gen. 


_ Curtis (b. 3 Feb 1805; d. 26 Dec 1866) is a descen- 


dant of Richard’ Curtis of Dorcester and Walling- 
ford and served as a Republican (Iowa) in the 35", 
36" and 37" Congress. 


Your Editor is in the admirable position of having 
entirely too much good "stuff" to fit into this issue. 
Although it’s a great position to be in, it does 
mean some quality items must be saved for later 
issues. Lee R. Christensen of Ellensburg, WA has 
provided a very interesting piece detailing his 
recent research that lead to finally connecting 
Charles Curtis (b. 25 Jan 1860; d. 8 Feb 1936), 
Vice President under Hoover, to a known Curtis 
line. Ginni Sievers of Arlington, VA has sent in 
two articles by John Curry from the Denbigh (VA) 
Gazette which discuss the descendants of Daniel 
Prentis Curtis who m. 24 Dec 1825 Elizabeth Reid 
Harwood. According to Ginni, southeastern VA 
has many Curtis residents - and many who are 


‘descendants of this couple. She strongly suggests 


we make our Society known there through some 
avenues she provides. /Will do, Ginni. Many 
thanks for the suggestions. ] a 


For Reference 


Not to be taken from this room 


Mrs Millicent Ann Schreiber 


38 Heather Way 


Ventura, CA 93004-1412 
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Harold E. Curtis Genealogies ... 
> Happily, it can now be reported that all the 


shotocopying of these genealogies has been com- . 


sleted. All that remains to be done is a final 


yuality check to make sure that all pages have. 


yeen copied and that each page is as clear a copy 
is is possible. Additionally, Mrs. Helen Emery has 
yrovided a copy of the 505 page Thomas Curtis of 


Roxbury, MA. Of Mr. Curtis’ manuscripts, only . 


he 150 page Thomas Curtis of Salem, MA is 
nissing from our colléction. + 


Karly Curtis in West Essex... 


> The following is taken from a letter, dated 31 
May 1993, from members Roy & Leslie Edwards 
»f Hayes, Middlesex to Mary Perry. The reader 
nay wish to refer to the Jan 1993 issue for a 
elated article about the Edwards’ research. 


Since our letter of 18th October last year we have 
eceived the 1953 Supplement to the Curtis Gene- 
logy, for which many thanks. In that letter we 
iad hoped to visit the Hertfordshire and Essex 
Xecord Offices in January, but in fact we didn’t 
‘et there until March. The Hertford R.O. did not 
ield much of interest, but Chelmsford was a little 
etter. I don’t propose to give detailed results 
lere, just a general review. We hope to get back 
o Chelmsford within two months to complete 
york in some areas and hopefully extend into 
ithers. 


GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


DO NOT CIRCULATE October 1993 


"There is a handful of Wills coming from the 
defined area which at least cite a Curtis, but only 
one which comes from Nazeing which is immedi- 


_ ately relevant. All the search here has still only 
“been on indexes and abstracts. 


"I looked a quite a large number of original 
manorial documents from the area, most of which, 


' as expected, were negative. The Nazeing Manor 


material was looked at. It is evident that the 
author of the 1903 Curtis Genealogy did not 
understand the manorial process adequately and 
that his account needs some revision. In addition 
some points were missed which enables a very 
slight narrowing of the time period. The Hoppin 
record also fails to understand the manorial 
record. John Curtis (& wife Elizabeth) must have 
left England after August 1638 because his signa- 
ture appears on the last day of that month. More 
of the manorial record is only available on film 
and I have yet to see this. 


"Our next letter will discuss this in detail and 
hopefully will be a little quicker in the writing!" 


This "very slight narrowing" is in reality a notewor- 
thy discovery on the part of the Edwards and of 
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special significance to all descendants of John’ & 
Elizabeth (Hutchins) Curtiss. Neither the ship nor 
the date of their embarkation is of record. The 
zarlier analysis noted by the Edwards had placed 
John’ in Nazeing at the time of the "Ship Money 
‘ax in 1637 and in Roxbury in time to receive a 15 
acre allotment on 1 Jun 1639. The Edwards’ 
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discovery narrows the possible embarkation period 
to less than eight months. A remarkable find! 
Roy & Leslie, we cannot thank you enough. We 


await your next letter with great anticipation. ++ 


From the President’s Desk... 


> The big news of the last three months is the 
most success ful 54 Annual Meeting and Reunion. 
It was held at the Saranac, Michigan High School 
on Saturday, August 14". We had a beautiful, 
bright sunny day — though I would not have 
objected if it had been a little cooler. 


The Michigan Family did’a fantastic job in carry- 
ing through on all the myriad of details that are 
required to make a successful occasion. We had 
excellent facilities, with all the right kinds of space 
for all of our activities - meeting, lunch-eon, 
displays, registration, children’s program, etc. And 
the luncheon was delicious. And there were T- 
shirts marking the occasion for those of us who 
wanted to purchase one (I have 3!). 


The program was varied and well thought out. A 
member from each of the three Michigan branches 
of the family gave a brief lineage of their branch. 
There was much interest as new leads were 
opened to those who are searching their lines. 
And there were two more formal presentations. 


.One describing the one room schools of Ionia 


County, Michigan. The second was "Abe Lincoln" 
providing many of "his" famous and or witty 
remarks. 

According to "Richmond’s" ledger, 164 people 
attended this year — the largest number to attend 
in any year — except for possibly the first in 1939. 
From all the comments I heard or received, 
everyone felt that it was an unqualified success. I 
wish to again extend my heartfelt gratitude to the 
Michigan Committee for a job well done. 


Our membership continues to grow. According to 
my figures, as of September 20", we have 371 
members. This is great and I hope that the up- 
ward trend will continue. 


Nelson Curtis, Sr., our immediate past-president, 
reached a milestone on August 27, 1993 — his 80" 
birthday. We understand that there was a great 
dinner party to mark the occasion. We extend to 
you, Nelson, belated best wishes and congratula- 
tions. 43 of 189 


It is early, but this is the last issue of the Chroni- 
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cle until January 1994, so we will take this oppor- 
tunity to wish each and every one of you, and your 
families, a most joyous holiday season, and a wish 
for all the best in 1994. 

Barbara 


This & That... 
Comments from the Editor 


> I thought I would "invent" this.as a.new col- 
umn so that all those things that merit mention 
could have a home, items not physically large 
enough for a separate article. I will build this, 
note by note, as time passes between Chronicles 
and various topics surface, so you can expect to 
see a fine assortment of items — totally unrelated 
to each other — contained herein. Some may not 
even be related to the Curtis surname, but I'll try 
my best to stay on topic. 


President Barbara Weaver (the sleepless one) 
called one recent evening (naturally, I was in bed) 


asking that I mention the following. She is build- . 


ing a scrapbook/photo album of the reunion and 


would like to borrow _any or _all negatives or- 


ohotos taken at the reunion for duplication and 
orinting. Her address is in the box on page 2. 
Anything you can send will naturally be returned 


- unless you have extra prints and mention that . 


hey can be kept. Thanks in advance. We look 
orward to seeing the album at future meetings. 


Members Barbara Best-Maloy, Susan Sridharan, 
ind Donald Disbrow (and perhaps others?) may 
vish to get in touch with one another. All are 
lescended from Roswell’ Curtis (1795-1869) 
vhose line is Agur/Agar/Augur®, Silas*, Peter‘, 
osiah’, William’, John’ & Elizabeth (Hutchins) 
curtiss. Your editor would be happy to facilitate 
? that will help. Family group records with the 
etails would a very welcome addition for the 
atabase and archives. 


he above paragraph reminds me that a lot goes 
n behind the scenes of your Society that may not 
e apparent to the membership as a whole. And 
1is may be a good time to explain how those of 
s on the "blame line" have come to function. 
ypically, Richmond Curtiss, Barbara Weaver, 
[ary Perry or myself will receive a piece of 
yrrespondence — which can be of a wide variety 


from simple or complex lineage problems to well- 
documented family histories. Sometimes there is 
only a scrap of information from a desperate 
researcher. Many who write are not members — 
but that is what we want, since many go on to 
become valued members. Eventually, most of 
these items come to your Editor for disposition —- 
for entry into the database, query research and 
response, or for mention in the Chronicle — and 
‘their ultimate addition to the archives. 


The part of this that concerns me is that I am not 
able to give a complete written response to every 
piece of correspondence I receive. [This does not 
apply to Barbara, Richmond or Mary. They are 
absolutely wonderful about keeping on top of it all. ] 
My apologies to all and I will try to improve. Rest 
assured, each letter and item you send is carefully 
reviewed. All are posted to the research database 
(if appropriate) and added to the archival files. 


Part of my problem, I suppose, is that I tend to 
make each letter very personal and specific, even 
if it also includes a few paragraphs of “boiler 
plate." This type of response requires appreciable 
time. Perhaps a solution-would be pre-printed 
response cards along the lines of "Your communi- 


cation of has been received. The informa- 
tion will be: __ added to the archives and data- - 
base; __ noted or __ appear as a query in a future 


issue of the Chronicle; __ responded to by separate 
correspondence." What would you think if you 
received a card like this? Would it create a 
negative impression of the Society? Even if 
negative, is it still better than no immediate re- 
sponse or acknowledgement at all? Are there 
alternative solutions? ‘Your thoughts are very 
much desired. 


Back to the "behind the scenes." Earlier this year, 
two correspondents — member Adele Altomare and 
non-member Florence Allen —wrote with questions 
that included reference to the Welles surname. 
Copies of the letters were sent to our member 
Barbara Mathews who also happens to be an 
active member of The Welles Family Association 
[P.O. Box 290526, Wethersfield, CT 06169]. 
Happily, Barbara was able to immediately help 
with one, unhappily it was for the non-member. 
In any case, Adele’s question is now in a much 
better position to being solved wWitiPfHaA the 
Curtis and Welles families looking at it. This 
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would also be an appropriate place to thank Adele 
Altomare for sending in her very useful transcript 
of the Curtis entries in the St. Paul’s Church, 
Ripton (now Shelton), CT records. 


as you will see elsewhere, another new member, 
Grace Ekstrom, provided a very interesting early 
letter and has kindly given her permission for it to 
be printed in the Chronicle. We were able to 
match Grace with some’ other members and past 
members interested in the same family line [Lorna 
Biddle Rinear, Howard H. Peterson, Millicent Ann 


eS 
Schreiber, and Patricia Johnston] — the line 


being Ethan’, Ethan’, Joshua’, Joseph*, Thomas’, 
John’, John’ & Elizabeth (Hutchins) Curtiss. 
Also, our thanks to Grace and Lorna for the 
helpful supplemental data each has sent. It will all 
be entered in the database with your names 
attached as the "supplier." In her last letter, Grace 
mentions that she has several interesting old 
photographs. These include pictures of Miles 
Clinton Curtis and Lewis Curtis [she’s not sure 
which is which], Arthur Judson Curtis [her grand- 


father], and one from a Curtis family reunion in 


Ohio attended by Arthur. The latter photograph 
was taken somewhere between 1884 and 1900. 


Member Alan Teague and I are working on the 
"Mystery Child" puzzle presented in the Summer 
1993 issue of the Illinois State Genealogical 
Society ISGS Quarterly. It seems that on 11 Sep 
1893, "father, mother, Rob Strong and I" left 
Warren, Litchfield Co., CT to attend the World’s 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago and they re- 
turned home 30 Nov 1893, according to a journal 
kept by the youthful "I." The journal is in the 
collection of the Harold Washington Library, 
Chicago. "Father, mother and I" are the puzzle 
since nowhere in the journal are they identified. 
The puzzle is of interest to us because of the 
Curtis connections found throughout. While the 
shild’s surname may not be Curtis, there were 
;everal Curtis households among the many families 
risited during the tour. Other related surnames 
ire Sackett, Everett, Comstock, Strong, Bingham, 
Jinman, Grant, Hines and Hale. In addition to 
chicago, locations visited include Trumbull, 
ortage and Summit Counties, OH and Morgan 


ind Madison Counties, IL. The child’s surname - 


nay (or may not) be any of those listed. A second 


irticelea anneaaread in the fall teane whieh adAAadA 


detail about the families but did not succeed in 
identifying the child or her family. 


While Alan and I have been able to identify many 
of the family groups with confidence, we cannot 
yet identify the child. Can you help? Do you 
have access to the Warren, CT newspapers for the 
months mentioned? Surely, a trip of this length by 
four people would have been noticed in a local 
paper. We would love to put this puzzle to bed. 


Our thanks to another new member, Margaret 
(Peg) S. Curtis, who is researching her husband’s 
(Fred W.) line, for the extensive data and source 
extracts. Peg asked about Mrs. Rose Mary Good- 
win, whose 737 page 1983 A Family Named 
Curtis[:] Descendants of Thomas Curtis of Wethers- 
field, CT. 1598-1982 is the most extensive genealo- 
gy known of this line. When last we heard (May 
1992), Rose Mary was alive and well, still actively 
gathering additional information of this line and 
still had a few copies of her book available for 
sale. The cost at the time was $50, including 
postage and packaging. Her address was 10711 
Sherman Grove Sp 51, Sunland, CA 91040-2353. 
Rose Mary was considering preparing a supple- 
ment to the original work. If any reader has more 
up-to-date news, especially of the possible supple- 
ment, we would love to pass it on. Rose Mary is 
a careful and thoughtful researcher. You will find 
the work very well done. 


We would also like to express our thanks to 
member Lee R. Christensen who has provided two 
items of interest. The first is a compilation of his 
extensive research into the ancestry of Charles 


Curtis, Vice President of the U.S. from 4 Mar i 


1929 - 3 Mar 1933. We would like to encourage 
Lee shape his information into an article (which 
we will be happy to publish should he wish). Lee 
also provided a copy of the Revolutionary War 
pension file related to Thomas® Curtis [Thomas*, 
Thomas‘, Thomas’, John?, John! & Elizabeth 
(Hutchins) Curtiss. These are both valuable 
additions to our archives. 


Member Mary Lou Bishop (Mrs. Edward V., Jr) 
has provided a very nicely done paper showing the 
convergence of two Curtis lines [from Joh 
Elizabeth Curtiss and from Thomas 
Wethersfield] with the marriage of Sarah’ Bates 


n 
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Wethersfield]. Her information extends by several 
generations the information previously available in 
both lines. An excellent piece of work — thanks, 
Mary Lou. 


Extracted from a letter from member Richard H. 
Curtiss of Los Angeles, CA — "My great grand- 
father, Carlos, came here to California in the Gold 
Rush. He sold supplies to the miners and after 
about five years made the big mistake, perhaps, of 
returning around South America to Ohio. He 
invested his earnings in patents and attempts to 
invent a vacuum sweeper but lost out to nearby 
Hoover. Just think, we might have had a "Curtiss 
Vacuum Sweeper!" One item he did bring back 
from California was a cane that I received a few 
years ago from a cousin in Syracuse. So the cane 
is back in the land from which it started! 


"This Carlos must have been quite a stubborn man 


The Society’s Objectives 
SP er SUS 
To preserve the memory of and sense of |. 
pride in the original Curtis/Curtiss found- 
ers of Stratford and their early descen- 

dants. 

To maintain a relationship with All Saints 
Parish Church in Nazeing, Essex, Eng- 
land as the origin of our Forefathers. 

To maintain and continuously up-date gene- 
alogical data in order to help present and 
future members trace their family lines, 
and enable the Society to provide an 
advisory genealogical service. The Soci- 
ety shali actively encourage communica- 
tion among Curtis/Curtiss descendants 
and researchers about their ancestors. 

To provide for a continuity of leadership to 
insure the survival of the Society. 

To invest efforts and funds in Stratford, as 
the "Mother Town" of our first American 
ancestors, in order to support the histori- 
cal and educational activities of that 
community. 

To carry forward a record of the family 
members who have made significant 
contributions to their communities, states 
and nation. 


as the story is he would not name his first son, my 
grandfather, as he didn’t like any boy’s name. 
Eventually while reading the paper, according to 
the story, he saw the name *Halden’ and that name 
has stuck all these years in our part of the family. 
It was the name of my father, one brother, my 
middle name, and etc." 


Our thanks, Richard, for these interesting insights 
about Carlos® — whose line is Ichabod’, Abijah’, 
John*, James*, Benjamin’, John’, John! & Eliza- 
beth (Hutchins) Curtiss. 


We continue to see in print (Turner’s 1976 Curtis: 
A Rich Heritage) and recent correspondence, the 
surname "Welles" given to Elizabeth, wife of John’, 
eldest son of John’ & Elizabeth (Hutchins) Cur- 
tiss. It was so given in Frederic Haines Curtiss’ 
1903 A Genealogy of the Curtiss Family . . ., along 
with the suggestion that she could be the sister of 
Gov. Thomas Welles. However, as Donald Lines 
Jacobus states in his 1930 History and Genealogy of 
the Families of Old Fairfield (1:169), "Statements to 
the effect that Elizabeth was a Welles are based 
on a misinterpretation of a deed at Stratford; 
{John} was called uncle by John Welles [son of 
Hugh] who m. his niece Sarah Curtis." Aliso, as 
Harlow Dunham Curtis states on page 2 of his 
1953 A Genealogy of the Curtiss-Curtis Family of 
Stratford . .. Supplement to the 1903 edition, "The 
History of Stratford as well as C.G. P. 2 states that 
John’ m. Elizabeth Welles. This has been proved 
not true. His wife’s surname is not known to date. 
The error was caused by a land record in which 
John Wells called John Curtiss ’uncle.’ This John 
Wells was, as far as known, not related to Gover- 
nor Thomas Welles; he was John’ son of the 
widow Frances Weils and he married Sarah, first | 
child of William? Curtiss. John? Curtiss, then, was 
his uncle by marriage." While on this subject, we 
would refer the reader to the excellent The Welles 
Family Association 1990 genealogy, The Descend- 
ents of Governor Thomas Welles of Connecticut . . 
. by Donna Holt Siemiatkoski. From this book, 
only one sister of Gov. Welles is of record; while 
her given name is not presently known, she mar- 
ried a Hunt (p. 3). 


Our member Nancy Horne writes that a "perfect 
job" was done in planning6tb€1Bgunion. She 
specifically sends thanks to Joan & Glenn Ledger 
for taking her to visit the Oakhill Cemetery in 
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Grand Rapids where Nancy was able to see her 
Curtiss grandparents graves and those of her 
Bunnell great grandparents. Nancy" is of the line 
Kathryn Pouise’®, George Robert’, George 
Edward’, Medad’, Robert®, James*, Joseph’, 
Joseph®, John’, John' & Elizabeth (Hutchins) 
Curtiss. She also mentions that her aunt, Dorothy 
Bunnell”® (Curtiss) Klue is doing just fine at age 
96 in her own apartment in Michigan City, IN. In 
a letter earlier this year, Nancy reported success in 
finding proof that James* was father to Robert’. 
The 1935 Family Records . . . collected and pub- 
lished by the CT chapter of the Daughters of 
Founders and Patriots of America lists the chil- 
dren of James on pages 80-81. Congratulations on 
the successful search, Nancy! [And thanks also for 
sending a copy of the record for the archives. ] 


Member Robert E. McKenna sends some addition- 
al items related to his query 93-43 wherein he was 
asking for the line of Ann Elizabeth Curtiss. The 
Barbour Collection gives, "Curtiss, Ann of New 
York, m. Roswell Hyatt of Oxford, Sep. 9, 1838, 
by Rev. David Miller. Oxford Vital Records, Vol. 


1, Page 292." Also that her gravestone in the- 


Upper Silvermine Cemetery, Silvermine, CT reads 
In Memory of Ann Elizabeth wife of Roswell 
Hyatt, who died Oct. 18, 1871 AE. 54 years." And, 
in the 1860 census, where she is the head of 
household because her husband had been killed in 
the Civil War: "Ann E. Hyatt, age 41, iii 
white, b. CT." 


We would like to express our thanks to member 
Edna Baldwin who shared a copy of her corre- 
spondence with member Ralph Pitts regarding 
juery 93-46. Edna refers Ralph to Rose Mary 
3oodwin’s book noted earlier. We note that Rose 
Mary, in her handwritten additions to her book, 
sites the family records of our member, Karen 
dill. Perhaps everyone’s information can be put 
ogether — and corrections and extensions of the 
soodwin book can be added to the database and 
chives. Keep us posted. 


Uember Keith D. Ashley notes that he is still 
esearching David’ & Sarah (Grow) Curtis of 
Meigs Co.,OH. David’s line is Josiah’, Matthew’, 
osiah’, William”, John' & Elizabeth (Hutchins) 
Surtiss. Keith reminds us that it has been some 
ime since we mentioned the ancestry of the 


Widow Elizabeth Hutchins and we will take ‘this 
opportunity to review what has gone before. 


In the Oct 1990 Chronicle, we printed a photo- 
graph (courtesy of Nelson Curtis, Sr.) of the All 
Saints’ Parish Register page giving the 1610 mar- 
riage of John & Elizabeth "John Curtyes Elizabeth 
Hutching 19 of April." In the Oct 1991 issue, we 
noted that member Georganna Klass Willits 
reported that, as a result of research she had 
sponsored, "We think that the Elizabeth Hutchin, 
daughter of John and Maria mentioned in John’s 
will is probably the Elizabeth Hutchin who mar- 
ried John Curtis .... The will of John Hutchin 
names four children, son John and daughters Joan, 
Elizabeth, and Agnes. The three girls were all 
under the age of 21 in 1595/6 when the will was 
written. A Joan Hutchin born 23 January 1585/6 
and an Agnes born 5 January 1588/9 are listed in 
the registers of Nazeing .... It may be that. . 

Elizabeth was the oldest daughter in this family, 
born before the family moved to Nazeing." 
Georganna has kindly provided a photocopy and 


_ transcript of the will for the Society archives. We 


would welcome more recent information. «fe 


Today’s News: Laura Hutchinson... 


> Laura Kristin Hutchinson married James 


_ Edward "Joe" Fitzgibbon III 30 Jul 1993 at the 


Epiphany Catholic Church, Richmond, VA. The 
couple are making their home in Norfolk, VA 
where the groom attends the Old Dominion 
University. Laura graduated from Radford Uni- 
versity, Radford, VA in May of this year. Her 
Curtis line is through her father thus: Arthur’ 
Hutchinson, Nettie Rovilla’’ M°Cowan, Roy” 
M°Cowan, Lenacy Abigale? Curtis, Thaddeus’, 
Philo’, Thaddeus’, Joseph®, Stephen‘, Israel’, 
John’, John’ & Elizabeth (Hutchins) Curtiss. 


All Saints’ Parish Church... 


> The Society archives contain two publications 
from the All Saints’ Parish Church, Nazeing, 
Essex. The first is a small 4%" x 7" 16-page book- 
let by a previous Vicar, Rev. Raymond L. Hodson, 
entitled The History of All Saints’, Nazeing Parish 
Church. The booklet was prepared in 1979 and 
was printed by Thomas Knight and Co. Ltd, 
Hoddesdon, Herts. The saqoaflipablication is a 
spiral-bound, 11%" x 84" 37-page booklet, A Mead 


of Memories[:] A record of the evraves in the ald 
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churchyard of All Saints’ Nazeing in the County of 
Essex as documented by J. L. Angel. The latter 
booklet was published in August 1985 by the 
Nazeing Conservation Society, White Cottage, 
Back Lane, Nazéing, Essex, EN9 2RS. The Con- 
servation Society donated a copy to the Archives 
in March 1986. At the time, copies could be 
obtained from the Conservation Society for $12 
including surface postage and packing. It is not 
known whether either booklet remains available. 
Perhaps Rev. Webster can inform us of their 
status. A summary of each booklet follows. 


The Rev. Hodson’s booklet begins, "William the 
Clerk became Nazeing’s parish priest in 1164, his 
being the name that heads the list of my predeces- 
sors, to be seen on the north wall near the vestry 
door, and I write now, 815 years later." "In area 
the second largest parish in Essex, Nazeing 
stretches from the banks of the river Lee at Brox- 
bourne to the Waltham Abbey Road, and from 
thence to Harknett’s gate on the northern bound- 
ary of Nazeing Wood Common. Standing as she 
does near the parish’s northern boundary on this 
headland with its wonderful view over Hertford- 
shire, All Saints’ Church to-day is at least two 
miles from the bulk of her population of over 
5,000 souls." "From the pages of the Visitors’ 


Book it can be seen that we welcome visitors from - 


all parts of the world. Because of Nazeing’s 
famous Puritan son, John Eliot, who amongst 
other Pilgrim Fathers sailed in the Lyon to New 
England in 1631, they include many 20th-century 
visitors from the United States of America." 
Following his introduction, Rev. Hodson provides 
a 5¥2-page capsule history of the parish and it’s 
church. He then discusses the Parish Registers, 
the political situation in the 17th century, and 
concludes with a full list of Vicars, the dates of 
their service and patrons. He closes with concise 
notes of each Vicar of whom something is known. 


In the history section, we find, "The first appear- 
ance of its name appears in the Domesday Book, 
completed in A.D. 1086, when it appears as 
Nassingam, and in later documents as time went 
on, it came to be described as follows: Nasinga, 
Nazing, and latterly Nazeing. Before the Norman 
Conquest it would appear that even then it had 
been known long as a village on an elevated 


position in a clearing of Essex Forest, afterwards 
ealled Waltham TEnrect" "“"SGQnmel anthoritiec 


think it possible that a Church was built on thi 
site of the present one as far back as the fourtl 
century." "{I}n any case, by the end of the nintl 
century, a Church was established on the site o 
the present one." "Nazeing owed much to thx 
priests of the Church at Waltham. Walthan 
Abbey was built in 1030 by Tovi, Standard Beare: 
to King Canute the Dane. Tovi was Lord of al 
this part of Essex and Hertfordshire. On the 
death of Tovi, 25 years after the erection of the 
Church at Waltham, the property was given tc 
Earl Harold, who built a large and magnificen 
Church there, and founded a college of Secula: 
Canons. The land in Nazeing and its Church were 
presented to the Canons of Waltham by Harold 
and later the Abbot of Waltham became Lord o: 
the Manor of Nazeing. Nazeing is described a; 
land allotted to purchase clothing for the Canons 
of Waltham." 


"About 1060 part of {the} present Church was 
built, an oblong building, quite plain, and nc 
doubt with a thatched roof." “The structure as it 
is to-day is, no doubt, Number 3 Church (exclud- 
ing early wooden structures) with additions." ". . 
. {T}he interior has been at the mercy of vandals 
who despoiled it of everything that would have 
told us matters of interest relating to past Nazeing 
worthies." "This Church was the one permanent 
building dating back to roman times, to be rebuilt 
as age and weather weakened it, and to eventually 
rise again in the 12th century a portion of which 
edifice is embodied in actual material in the 
existing nave, although it had to be again largely 
rebuilt in the 15th century." "It may have been 
about 1340 or even earlier that the work of enlarg- 
ing the Church started, and the present North 
Aisle and Chancel were added to the Old Norman 
building." 

Rev.. Hodson goes on to discuss the Parish Regis- 
ters, which he notes were begun in 1559, "although 
Thomas Cromwell had ordered them to be kept in 
1538." However, it was not until 1597 that they 
were carefully kept and entered in parchment 
books. Of the period 1650 - 1658, he terms them 
"a hopeless muddle." 


Mr. Angel’s 1985 booklet of the old churchyard 
begins by noting that it "4 oles some 40 years 
ago and that a new churc ‘ dt the south-west 
of the church was developed. The old churchyard 
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is divided into ten sections, which are carefully 


defined and mapped with each individual marker. 
This is followed with a index by family name which 
includes the surname, christian names, year and 
age of death, and a key which refers back to the 
site plan. The index is followed by a complete 
catalogue of all inscriptions of grave markers and 
of the church and war memorials. As Mr. Angel 
notes, "Inevitably we find groups of families all 
buried near to each other, and overall the popula- 
tion span is approximately 300 years between the 
oldest inscription and the most recent." The only 
mention of the surname Curtiss is the result of this 
Society’s donation ten years ago of a plaque 
reading, “In memory of all members of this 
Church who emigrated to America. Presented in 
1983 by the National Society of the Descendants 
of John (baptized in this Church 15th September 
1577) and Elizabeth Hutchins Curtiss." + 


/ 
Lewis Curtis Letter... 


> The following letter is from Lewis* Curtis 
[Ethan’, Ethan, Joshua®, Joseph‘, Thomas’, John’, 
John* & Elizabeth (Hutchins) Curtiss] to his son, 
Miles C. Curtis, who was then living near Gales- 
burg in Mercer County, IL. The transcript was 
made from a photocopy of the letter provided by 
member Grace L. (Mrs. John) Ekstrom, 1301 
Frank Street #5, Galesburg, IL 61401, who has 
the original letter and who has reviewed and 
corrected the transcript. It is printed with her 
kind permission. The spelling and punctuation 
have been adjusted slightly to assist the present- 
day reader. Editorial additions are italicized and 
enclosed between square brackets. 


Farmington [Farmington Twp, Trumbull Co, OH] 
Oct 29th /18]65. 
Dear Friends 
On our return from your Uncle Giles we 
found your welcome letter bearing date Oct 14 & 
15 saying that you had got some better. So much 
so that you were able to be about some, which was 
joyful news to us all. We hope that you may 
continue to improve in health, strength, and 
weight, until you are again stout and healthy, and 
able to resume your daily toils and labour, so as to 
be able to provide for yourselves a comfortable 
home, and shelter from the storms without. 


Your Mother, Jane, and myself started for North- 


field [Summit Co., OH] on a visit one week ag 
yesterday at mid day, and arrived a little befor 
dusk at my Brothers, and found them all usuall 
well. We visited there, and thereabouts, thre 
days and returned home on Wednesday last, an: 
had a good visit. We left Jane there to finish uj 
her visit. Mrs. Lucy Tuttle, and Mrs. Harrie 
Herick, and Miss A/u/gusta Curtis, Brothe 
Nelson’s youngest daughter, had arrived at Brothe 
Giles on a visit the. evening before we left there 
Augusta thinks now of returning to her Father’s i 
Wisconsin in some three weeks from this time 
Your relatives and Friends generally are as well a 
usual for aught I know with perhaps the exceptio1 
of Alfreda and Isaac. I have not seen Isaac muct 
for three or four weeks past, but from what I leart 
from others he is not improving any in his mind 
but rather growing worse of the two, for the last 
or six weeks, perhaps not so long. He and Nancy 
have just came in. He says that he is still a: 
foolish as ever. Alfreda is quite sick with some 
what of a bilious character, and pretty stron; 
symptoms of Dysentery, discharging some blood 
complaining of being sick all over her whole 
frame, and head in particular. We called a physi. 
cian this morning, and the above are his opinior 
about her complaint. He proscribed for her, anc 
is to see her again tomorrow morning. She ha: 
complained more or less all summer, but ha: 
thought that she was able to attend school this fall 
and has until last Friday [when] she missed one 
half day. Nelson went for her on Friday evening 
not knowing that she was sick. She came home 
and was about the house as usual, the next morn- 
ing she did not feel as well as usual, had not risen 
in the morning when I left for Warren [Trumbul 


'Co., OH]. That was yesterday, vis Saturday. That 


was the day set for Ely’s divorce case, but it hac 
not come on when I left about 2% 0’c/loc]k p.m 
It was a very stormy, cold, rainy, sleeting day 
Silas went down on a Regimental Drill, but it 
stormed so that they did not drill much. We got 
home a little after dusk in the rain and mud. |] 
rode down and back with Silas, from and to his 
house. Found Alfreda quite sick on my returr 
home; we put some drafts on her feet and she 
slept with, or lay with her Mother, and her Mother 
cared for her through the night. And this Sunday 
morning we called in thgoPbygigian as [he] was 
passing up to Thorp’s to see Edward. He is no! 
well yet. 
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It is the same Doc' that attended Judson. I do not 
like him; but it was the best as we thought that we 
could do at this time. And it may be the best that 
we could do at any time. But the Doc' that I 
should have employed were he at home, has 
married Cordie Fuller and started some ten days 
ago to Washington City on business, and has not 
returned since. It is a Doc’ Peck, Joel Peck’s 
oldest son. He studied with Doc' Brown. Com- 
monly we have three Physicians in town, vis Peck, 
Myres, and Webster. I hope that she will soon get 
better. Myres has the name of doing well almost 
every where. It is thought by some that he per- 
formed almost miraculous cures at Thomas Ensley 
in cases of Dysentery. There was some six or eight 
there at once, and some almost gone to all appear- 
ance, and it was thought that several of them must 
die, but all recovered. 


Tomorrow is in the future, we know not what will 
be the results of tomorrow. I shall be very busy 
whilst any member of my Family is under the 


Doc"s care, and under my care or near by. She - 


may be better in a day or two. And she may not. 
The same disease may remove her, and others of. 
our Family, and it may not. We hope for the best, 
and try to do for the best, and that is all we can 
do. We are one and all surely bound to pass the 
Garden of Death for ourselves, and there is no 


escaping it. God has Decreed it, and there is no — 


revoking the Decree that God in his wisdom has 
passed upon all Mankind. The contemplation of 
Death is, and ever has been to me, a terror, and I 
think it is to the most of mankind. Perhaps more 
to some than others. Why should it be so? We 
are taught that if a grain of wheat is cast into the 
ground that although it dieth it sprouteth and 
bringeth forth much fruit. And we know it to be 
even so. Yet the Doctrine of The Resurrection 
seems to be wrapped up into a Mysterious Vale to 
me. Why is it so? It is no doubt, because God 
has so willed it to us, whilst we are in health and 
the vigor of life. But I apprehend when stern 
death, with all its reality approaches us, that God 
will in his mercy will give us dying Grace sufficient 
for all our trials at the time that we shall need it. 
Who can say that God does not give us grace in 
health sufficient for our real wants whilst in 
health. I am inclined to think that I think, and 
meditate too much upon the subject of Death. 
Yet it is a subject that interests us all. Yet, if I 
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mistake not, we are taught by the wise man to eat. 
drink and be merry for tomorrow we die. But 
enough of this at this time. 


Enclosed you will find one hundred Dollars. And 
I shall feel anxious to hear as soon as convenient 
for you to let /me/] hear if you get it all right, and 
also to hear from your health again, as I fear you 
will be troubled more or less with ague all winter. 


Wheat 2.00, and upwards. Flour 10. to 12. dollars 
per bbl. Corn 3 to 4 shillings per bush. in the ear. 
Oats probably 50 cts. Old clear pork 25 cts. 
Potatoes 60 to 1.00 dollar. Butter 40 to 45 cts. 
Cheese 15 to 19 cts. Wool 65 cts. A considerable 
quantity of the best clips are unsold. Cows from 
40. to 85. dollars per head. Calves from 10. to 25. 
dollars per head. Lambs from 1.75 to 3.50. 
Wethers 5. to 6. dollars. Ewes from 2.50 to 10. 
dollars and upwards. 


I shall be glad to hear how you progress with your 
house &c. And how your buoy /boy] grows, and 
how does Sarah enjoy herself, and her Buoy’s 
company? And if his name is Judson Franklin, or 
John Franklin Curtis? Does he grow fine? Isaac’s 
Son’s name is Franklin Pray. Silas’ 2nd daughter’s 
name is Mary Lyberta. 


I do not know what to say to you about your 
Hathaway claim. Your Uncle Silas seems to think 
that the claim is good. But it is my opinion that 
he would be quite ready to cheat you out of it if 
he can. I think that you will have to close the 
mortgage before you get any pay from him. 
Perhaps not. But I think that you will. I think 
that that is the nature of the man. I think, and 
thought at the time, that was his intention but 
perhaps not. 


Yours as Ever [/s/] Lewis Curtis 


P.S. Did you receive 2 two shirts and one pair of 
Socks. Shirts woollen black & white. Socks all 


wool. If you did put them on and wear them. 
They were J. S.C. 


The transcript of this letter is being annotated with 
available information of the individuals mentioned. 
For instance, the "J. S. C." in the postscript surely 
refers to Judson Stedman Curtis, fifth child of 
Lewis and Harriet (Lewis) Curtis, b. 3 Nov 1838, 
and who died 7 Sep 1864. Judson’s death, men- 
tioned earlier in the letter?f ah BRily understood 
reason for Lewis to say about the attending physi- 


Pascagoula Public Library 
* Local History & Genealogy Department 


October 1993 


Curtis Gamily/disiais Chronicle 


Page ll 


cian, "I do not like him." 


While many of those mentioned-in the letter have 
been at least tentatively identified, many have not. 
Who were Mrs. Harriet Herick, Ely, Isaac and 
Nancy? Are the Silas’ mentioned one or several 
people? Is there more than one Isaac? If you 
have any information that might contribute to the 
identification of any of the individuals mentioned, 
it would be a great help. 


Copies of the original letter and the annotated 
transcript are available from your Editor. Please 
include a #10 SASE with your request. + 


Board of Directors Report... 


> Our organization has grown and our officers 
and board members no longer live relatively close 
to one another. For that reason it has become 
almost impossible to hold "in-person" board meet- 
ings. Therefore, last August, after discussions with 
several board members, I initiated the first "Board 
Meeting by Mail" of the Society. , 


There were 9 proposals for consideration by the 
Board Members. All the proposals were over- 


whelmingly accepted. The text of the pie is 


presented below. 


Proposal 93-1: That the business of the Board of. 


Directors of The John & Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss 
Society be conducted by mail, when necessary. 


Proposal 93-2: That the Society establish a pro- 
cess by which membership in the Society may be 
given in recognition of special and extraordinary 
service in support of the Society, or of the Soc- 
iety’s objectives. The term of membership may be 
in any increment, from one year to Life. The 
specific period of membership will be determined 
by the Board of Directors from the merits of each 
individual case, acting on the recommendation of 
the President. The Board of Director shall also 
determine, in each individual case, whether the 
membership shall carry with it the full privileges 
and duties of regular membership, or whether it 
shall be an "honorary" membership which will not 
carry with it the duties and privileges of regular 
membership. Honorary members may not vote on 


Society issues or hold office in the Society. Candi- - 


dates for recognition (who need not be members 
of the Society) may be submitted to the President 
by any Society member in good standing, using 
such forms and procedures as may be approved 


for that purpose. 


Proposal 93-3: That Richmond H. Curtiss of 23. 
Joshua Point Road, Guilford, CT be given a Lifi 
Membership in the Society with full duties an 
privileges. This is in recognition of his many year. 
of dedication and hard work on behalf of the 
Society. 

Proposal 93-4: That Sarah Scovill Walden of 23¢ 
Joshua Point Road, Guilford, CT be given a Lift 
Membership in the Society with full duties anc 
privileges. This is in recognition of her tota 
support to the Society and her efforts in its behalf 


Proposal 93-5: That Harold E. Curtis of 12 
Longview Ave, Madison, NJ 07940 be given ar 
Honorary Life Membership in the Society. He has 
donated to the Society, at no cost other than fol 
reproduction, the results of over 40 years of multi- 
line Curtis/s research in the form of 12 volumes o! 
compiled, documented genealogies. His work 
represents a great step forward toward our objec- 
tive, "To maintain and continuously update genea- 
logical data in order to help present and future 
members trace their family lines, and enable the 
Society to provide an advisory genealogical ser- 
vice." 

Proposal 93-6: That the President of the New- 
town Historical Society, Mr. Daniel Cruson, be 
given an Honorary Annual Membership in the 
Society. 


Proposal 93-7: That the Curator of the Stratford 
Historical Society, Mr. Hiram Tindall, be given an 
Honorary Annual Membership in the Society. 


Proposal 93-8: That the Honorary Annual Mem- 
bership to Rev. Martin Webster of All Saints’ 
Church be extended for the 1994 membership 
year. 


Proposal 93-9: That the status of the pewter 
teapot displayed in the parlor of the Judson House 
of the Stratford Historical Society be changed 
from "loan" to "gift." 

With the passing of all the proposals by the Board 


- of Directors, the President will carry through with 


all the required communications. If any members 
have questions about the above, or wish to present 
a proposal before the Board, please do not hesi- 
tate to contact any member of the Board. 


of AB 2 Curtis Weaver 
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Computer Corner 


by Arthur Hutchinson 


> The research database has been successfully 
transferred into the new program, The Master 
Genealogist [TMG], from Wholly Genes, Inc. The 
GEDCOM import process, which I was forced to 
run on a spare 486/33 (rather than on my primary 
486/50 because it was in the shop being repaired), 
took over 122 hours to complete. According to 
the TMG developer, Bob Velke, this was the 
longest run and the largest import to date. It 
turned out that a new mother board was needed 
to cure the 486/50 ills I mentioned in the last issue 
— but it works absolutely beautifully now and is 
solid as a rock. 


TMG is as complete a research and record-keeping 
tool as one can imagine. A documentation fanatic 
would be happy with this program; and yet one is 
not forced to document more ‘than is wished. 
Individuals, relationships, events, and the analyst’s 
confidence in what is known of these elements of 
information can be easily portrayed. Each event 
and relationship can cite none, one or many 
sources and each source can be traced back to a 


specific repository. Each event (i.¢., marriage, . 


birth, burial, graduation, entry into military service, 
etc.) can have one or many "witnesses" and the 
relationship of the witness to the event can be 
defined. For instance, digging a grave is an event 
in the life of the grave digger and establishes a 


relationship between the grave digger and the | 


person being buried. Obviously, it is also an event 
in the story of the one being buried. Everyone 
who attended a wedding can be linked through the 
event and how they participated (their "role") can 
be defined. The researcher is free to define an 


unlimited number of events (naming them with © 


"tags") although there is a very adequate list 
already constructed and provided with the pro- 
gram. Even the use of a nickname can be docu- 
mented. Accurate relationships of both birth and 
adoptive parents can be shown and either can be 
shown as the "primary" relationship. 

The next version of Roots is going to have to be 


something really special to top TMG. Roots IV 
will probably be shipping by the time you receive 


this newsletter. More on this in future issues. 


The best news of all is that I have been able to 
resume entry of all the "uncomputerized" infor- 
mation accumulated this year. In addition to data 
from members (thanks to all!), this includes seven 
manuscripts by Harold E. Curtis, the 1896 Ruggles 
genealogy (Mary Curtis, bap. Nazing in Mar 1589, 
was the wife of the immigrant Thomas Ruggles 
and sister of William of Roxbury and John, hus- 
band of Elizabeth Hutchins), several partial Vir- 
ginia lines, and some other small compiled geneal- 
ogies. Much interesting work ahead. t 


Civil War-Era Find... 


> The Livingston County (NY) Historical Muse- 
um announced a discovery of interest concerning 
Civil War Captain Augustus Ashley Curtiss in the 
5 Aug 1993 issue of the Democrat and Chronicle, 
a Rochester, NY newspaper. Augustus is the 
uncle of our member, Clara Louise Curtiss. The 
text of the article by staff writer Janice Bullard 
follows, which appeared under the subtitle "Pouch 
of papers details lives of area volunteers." 


GENESEO - Civil War Capt. Augustus Curtiss 
returned to Geneseo without a leg after participat- 


‘ing in William Tecumseh Sherman’s march to the 


sea. A doctor who examined Curtiss here declared 
him fit to return to duty. 


That is one of the facts scribbled on documents in 
a pouch discovered at the Livingston County 
Historical Museum. Museum Director John 
Murphy says the papers — crumbled and discolored 
— don’t show clearly whether Curtiss heeded the 
doctor’s decision. 


With the help of David Oliver, a State University 
College at Geneseo history student, Murphy has 
been organizing the museum’s Civil War collection 
this summer. One of the most exciting discovery’s 
is Curtiss’ pouch, Murphy says. 

Curtiss was commanding officer of the 136th 
Regiment of the New York Volunteers, who were 
recruited in Livingston, Wyoming and Allegany 
counties, Murphy says. The volunteers formed at 
Portage, Livingston County, in August 1862. 


The regiment fought in several key battles, includ- 
ing Gettysburg and Chancellorsville, Va. They 
participated in Sherman’s nrafth! &the sea, during 
which the Union general ordered the burning of 
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scores of southern plantations and captured 
Atlanta and Savannah, Ga. 


The original commander of the local contingent 
was Henry L. Arnold of Conesus. Curtiss succeed- 
ed him when Arnold was promoted to major. 
After Curtiss’ discharge in January 1865, he 
practiced law in Geneseo. 


Curtiss’ belongings were donated to the museum 
several years ago by his family. Clara Curtiss, the 
captain’s niece, is a retired librarian in Rochester. 
The captain’s belongings at the museum include 
his compass, sword, sword belt, cartridge box, 
family desk, an oil portrait of him and the sign 
from his law office. The papers will be copied so 
that information can be made available to the 
public, Murphy says. The original copies are too 
fragile to be handled. 


"What makes his war correspondence so unusual 


is that officers were required to turn in their 


papers to their commanding officer when they 
were discharged," Murphy says. "Also, authors of 
reports often covered their news as a complete 
company and left out the detail found in the 
Curtiss papers. It is almost a day-to-day account 
of the activities of locally enlisted men." 


The article included a photograph of part of a 
muster roll and another of David Oliver attaching 
a bayonet to a Civil War period rifle. The mus- 
eum’s summer hours are 2 to 5 p.m. Thursdays 
and Sundays. The museum may be contacted at 
(716) 243-9147. Capt. Curtiss’ line is Ephraim 
Fitch*, Truman’, Eldad*, Moses*, Nathaniel‘, 
Thomas’, John’, John’ & Elizabeth (Hutchins) 
Curtiss. Our thanks to Barbara Weaver for 
providing this interesting article. + 


Membership Update... 


> As of September 30, 1993, we have 25 life 
members, 226 single members, 61 couples, 8 
minors, and 4 honorary members (1 honorary life) 
for a total of 385. 


New Life Members ——— 
Harold E. Curtis ......... 12 Longview Avenue 
(honorary) Madison, NJ 07940 

Richmond & Sarah Curtiss 
bP rpaibtehae eda need * 234 Joshua Point Road 
Guilford, CT 06437 


New Members ay 
Adele M. Altomare 
eee 15025 Lost Canyon Court, #101 
Woodbridge, VA 22191 
3800 N. Fairfax Drive, #102 
Arlington, VA 22203-1703 


Ellen B. Andrews ... 


William J. Buckley .......... 1024 Dana Circle 
Livermore, CA 94550 

Edwin & Mariam Butters ....... 145 N. Fillmore 
Coldwater, MI 49036 

Curtiss Chadwick ............. 121 Mill Street 
Saranac, MI 48881 

Leota & Eugene Cooper ........... P.O. Box 7 
Plano, IA 52581 

DeVere & Beatrice Curtiss ...... 1824 Gay Lane 
Lansing, Mi 48910 

Edward R. Curtis ............... PO Box 231 


Blue River, OR 97413 
Eugene R. & Lois M. Curtis 314 2™ Avenue, N.E. 
DeMotte, IN 46310 


Lois E. Curtiss ........... 5985 Portland Road 
Lake Odessa, MI 48849 

Margaret Curtis .............. 928 Dean Way 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 

Mary C. Curtis ............ 13132 70 Lane NE 
Kirkland, WA 98034 

Raymond R. Curtis .......... 620 N. 16" Street 
Niles, MI 49120 


R. G. & Irma J. Curtiss 
(iia. Sateen o 8 2500 East Mt. Hope Avenue 
Lansing, MI 48910 


Sally A. Curtiss ...... 5567 Whitneyville Ave, SE 
Alto, Ml 49302-9704 

Donald Disbrow ..... ated alias 1705 Roosevelt 
Ypsilanti, Ml 48197 

Grace L. Ekstrom .......... 1301 Frank Street 
Galesburg, IL 61601 

Eunice Elkington..... 3463 NE Torch Lake Drive 
Center Lake, Mi 49622 

Katharine Elkington ..... 10433 Haverford Place 
(minor) Fort Wayne, IN 46845 


Nathanial J. Elkington ... 10433 Haverford Place 
(minor) Fort Wayne, IN 46845 
William C. Elkington ..... 10433 Haverford Place 
Fort Wayne, IN 46845 

Ida V. Hagan.............. 7081 Pamela Drive 
Jacksonville, FL 32210 

Mary Louise Harper ..... 3800 E. Center Street 
Conneaut, OH 44030 

Betty R. Hedrick ........... 4508 Drexel Drive 


Raleigh, NC 27609 

T. Maxwell Hubbard 4030 Pillsbury Avenue South 
5 Mitiniepolis, MN 55409 

Margaret L. Latozas ........ 4371 Cheeseman 
Waterford. MI 48329 
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Robert E. McKenna ......... 1357 Echo Valley 
San Jose, CA 95120 
Ralph & Barbara Pitts ..... 2141 O’Connor Drive 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 


Jean Stine .............00. 220 Church Street 
Wayland, MI 49348 

Douglas & Deborah Weaver 
iis Lawrie oe ain aa gee 3746 Walnut Park Way 
Hemet, CA 92544 


Address Changes —-— 

Harold A. Beckwith 

hia sare 8S #2 Magnolia Gardens, Apt 2203 
Florence, AL 35630 


Clayton Curtiss Ill............... PO Box 106 
Southbury, CT 06488-0106 
Thomas R. Curtiss ........0cc000¢ 711 Gallier 


New Orleans, LA 70117 

Sandra L. Standish-Bunnell 
RCA are ae os 5C Apple Orchard Lane 
Calais, ME 04619 


Le RM OE ee eee ol 


> Curtis-related queries are published, without. 


cost, when we have been unable to fully answer 
[or not at all] from the Society archives or the 
research database. As we have asked before, 
please take the time to review them and to help if 
you have any lead, no matter how small or seem- 
ingly unimportant it may appear to you. Ifa 
query is answered, be sure to send a copy of the 
response to Arthur Hutchinson so the information 
can become centrally available for future research- 
ers. Queries are numbered consecutively through- 
out the four issues of the calendar year. 


Corrections to earlier queries. 93-45: Jean Stine 
notes that the surname of Abigail Curtis’ husband 
was "Masten" and not “Master” as given. Addi- 


tionally, Jean is now a member of the Society. My ~ 


apologies for any inconvenience this error may 
have caused. ‘ 
93-47: Who were the parents of Hannah ( ); 
born Mar 1720, possibly in Wethersfield, CT? She 
married (1) Reuben Whaples and, as his widow, 
married (2) 27 Mar 1755 at Stepney Church, 
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Rocky Hill, CT to Johnathan Curtis. Johnathar 
was born 26 Dec 1714, baptised 6 Feb 1714/5 ai 
Wethersfield, and died at Rocky Hill 20 Jun 1783 
[Joan Hantel, 42 Lum Ave., Chatham, NJ 07928 


93-48: Would like to hear from descendants 0! 
Ethan Curtiss (b. 1752/3; d. 1815) and wife 
Elizabeth Warner (b. 1758; d. 1810). Was Ethar 
buried in Burlington, CT? Hartford? Name oj 
cemetery? Where was his wife born, where dic 
she die, and who were her parents? 

[Millicent Ann Schreiber, 38 Heather Way, Ventura, 
CA 93004-1412] 


Me OL. re 
93-49: What is the line of Benjamin Curtis? He 
was b. NY 1799/1800 and d. in Green Oak Twp 
Livingston Co., MI about 1833. His wife was 
Roxanna Paine (or Payne), b. in NY between 1804 
and 1810, the dau. of Nehemiah & Hannah Payne 
She d. 29 Aug 1878 in Vienna Twp, Genesee Co. 
MI. Eight children: Sarah; Lydia Charlotte; Oren 
Delose; Hannah C.; Roxanne; Lazell; Elzaroy; anc 
Nemiah. [Donald J. Smith, 1551 South Morrice 
Read, Owosso, MI 48867; (517) 723-2324] 


93-50: The line of Adeline Melissa Curtis and he1 
older brother, George W. is sought. She was b. 22 
Oct 1843 in Warren, NH and d. Marshalltown, 
Marshall Co., IA, having m. Henry Beebe. Query 
4 in the Oct 1992 issue gives a full treatment oi 
this couple. Her brother, George W. m. Mariah 
(__) and had a son, Elliam E. Curtis, b. Lincoln 
Twp, Addison Co., VT, in 1849.: 

[Linda Brookman, 4307 Viewcrest Road South, 
Salem, OR 97302] 


93-51: Very interested in correspondence with any 
other descendants of Medad’ Curtiss and his wife. 
Miranda Thayer. Medad’s lines is Robert® 
James’, Joseph‘, Joseph’, John’, John! & Elizabeth 
(Hutchins) Curtiss. [Nancy Horne, 1837 S.E. 22nd 
Street, Portland, OR 97214] ; 


93-52: Who were the parents of John Curtis, b. 
location unk, abt 1804, who m. 15 Apr 1824 in 
Wilkes Co. (now Caldwell), NC, Sarah Simmons, 
b. abt 1800? This couple had issue, at least two 
sons, Thomas and William. Thomas (b. 3 Oct 
1833; d. 8 Dec 1903; buried in the Curtis Family 
Cemetery, Richlands off Hwy 321N) who m. 
Martha Story (b. 29 Nov 1839; d. 14 Apr 1877; 
dau. Joshua & Dicey {Green} Story) had issue - 
James Wilborn Curtis (b5#700t89.867; d. 27 Oct 
1908; bur. Curtis Family Cenetery, Richlands) 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 


October 1993 


Curtis Gay GAs Chronicle 


Page 14 


William (b. Wilkes, 31 Aug 1831) who m. Lucy 
Cottrell (b. 31 Mar 1835). William & Lucy are 
buried at "Frog Level.". They had issue — Alice 
Curtis Curtis (b. 2 Oct 1878; d. Mt. Airy, NC). 
James Wilborn Curtis & Alice Curtis Curtis were 
m. 14 Jun 1896, and had issue — Bessie Mae Curtis 
(b. 21 Dec 1896; d. Macon, GA, 1934). All loca- 
tions Caldwell/Wilkes Co. unless otherwise noted. 
[Betty R. Hedrick, 4508 Drexel Drive, Raleigh, NC 
27609] 


93-53: Ruth Minor (bpt 1769) m/1 Wm. Preston 
Curtiss (b. 1769 Woodbury CT) m/2 Amos Mitch- 
ell of S. Britain CT. She was dau. of Dea. Josiah 
Minor (b. 1732). Did Ruth and Wm. have dau 
Leva (Levey) as well as a son Wm. Preston Cur- 
tiss Jr, or was Levey the dau. of Wm. Preston 
Curtiss Jr? Who was WPC Jr’s w/1 Betsy Ben- 
ham or Susanna ( )? Leva Curtiss m. David 


Gillett Goodwin in Middlebury CT in 1828. ~ 


Query taken from The Connecticut Nutmegger, 
26:315. (Mrs. Philip Gustafson, 1991 Stanford 
Road, Columbus, OH 43212] 


93-54: David Curtis (b. Washington, Litchfield 
Co., CT 1771) m. CT 1 Jun 1792 Lucy Ann Parm- 
alee, dau. of John & Ann (Hurd) Parmalee. They 
removed to Augusta, Oneida Co., NY 1797. He 
was a major in the War of 1812 and d. Augusta, 
14 May 1858. Need his parents and siblings. 
Query taken from The Connecticut Nutmegger, 
26:338. [Karen A. Hill, 17 Merion Road, Half 
Moon Bay, CA 94019-2265] 


93-55: David Curtis (b. Woodbury, Litchfield Co., 
CT 1746; d. bef 1777) son of David & Abigail 
(Woodruff) Curtis. Wife possibly Sarah Hurd who 
m/2 Michael Hinman 1778. Need children of 
David. Query taken from The Connecticut Nut- 
megger, 26:338. [Karen A. Hill, address above] 


93-56: Peter® Curtis (bap. 8 Jun 1740 Meriden 
CT; d. 19 May 1797 Farmington, CT) son of Peter 
& Chestina (Parker) Curtis m. Ruth (__). Need 
Ancestry of Ruth. Query taken adapted from The 
Connecticut Nutmegger, 26:326. Peter® is of the 
line Peter’, Joseph‘, Thomas’, John’, John! & 
Elizabeth (Hutchins) Curtiss. /Mrs. Justin How- 
land, 16942 Campo Calle, Redding, CA 96001] 

93-57: Thomas Curtis (b. possibly VA between 
1740-1750) m. Randolph Co., NC, Eleanor Bryant 
(b. King & Queen Co., VA between 1740-1750) 
dau. John Bryant. Want ancestry & information 


of Thomas & Eleanor. Query from The Connect: 
icut Nutmegger, 26:347. [Frances Weaver, 721; 
Afton Dr., Knoxville, TN 37918-5703] 


93-58: Trying to identify the line of Warrex 
Curtis who d. late 1930s or early 1940s. His wife 
was Flora (__). Their son, Herbert, passed away 
a few years ago in Middletown, Orange Co., NY 
Also mentioned were Ira W. Curtis (1900/1 resi 
dence: 327 Dearborne, Chicago, IL) and Harn 
Curtis. Do not know how the last two connect, i 
they do. [Florence A. (Seeley) Allen, 3411 Spend: 
thrift Drive #707, Richmond, VA 23294] 


93-59: Who were the parents of Experienc 
Curtis? She was born 20 Oct 1762 in Derby, C1 
and died in 1817. She married, as his second wife 
Ezra Botsford (b. 25 Dec 1768, possibly in Nev 
Bedford, MA; d. 31 Dec 1852 in Seymour, CT’ 
and they had issue among whom was a son, Curti: 
Botsford. /Bill Munson, 1109 N. Evergreen St. 
Arlington, WA 22205, (703) 524-8565] 


93-60: Who were J. A. Dalton and (___) Curtis? 
They m., possibly in KY, and had issue: Ollic 
Eugene Dalton, b. KY 9 Jan 1870. Query taker 
from Everton’s Genealogical Helper, 47(5), p. 80 
[Michele Dalton, 13447 Lynwood Place, Garder 
Grove, CA 92643] 


[Queries numbered 93-56 through 93- 60. are fas 


- non-members of the Society. If you are able to assisi 


them, please take the opportunity to suggest member. 
ship in the Society. Remember, please provide copies 
of responses to Arthur Hutchinson so that the 
information may be shared with all through the 
database and archives. ] f 


T Necrology i 


William Perry’ Curtiss, June 30, 1993, a membe1 
since 1969. [Two Curtiss lines of descent: 
William Perry’, Joseph®, Cyrenius’, Alfrec 
Devine®, Benjamin®, Benjamin‘, Josiah? 
William?, John’ & Elizabeth; and, William 
Perry’, Joseph’, Cyrenius’, Sarah® Hard, Sarah’ 
Curtiss, Benjamin‘, Josiah’, William’, John’ & 
Elizabeth] 

An extract from his obituary follows, the newspa 

per and publication date are unknown. 


"BRANFORD — A service Wiildfe1Beld Thursday for 
W. Perry Curtiss Jr., 81, of Johnson’s Point Road, 


retired executive vice nrecident af the TInian Trict 
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Co. of New Haven, who died Wednesday, June 30, 
1993, at Connecticut Hospice after a brief illness. 
He was the husband of Gertrude Mann Curtiss. ° 


"The service will be at 11 a.m. in Trinity Episcopal 
Church. Burial will be private in Branford Ceme- 
tery. The Curtis Funeral Home, South Main 
Street is in charge of arrangements. 


"Mr. Curtis, son of the late W. Perry and Mary 
Hurchinson {sic: Hutchinson} Curtiss, was born in 
New Haven, May 5, 1912, and had retired from 
Union Trust after 30 years. He also served on the 
Branford Board of Finance for 23 years, retiring in 
1987. 


"He was a 1935 graduate of Yale University and 
received his master’s degree in business from 
Harvard in 1937. A World War II Navy veteran, 
he was assigned to the Bureau of Ships in Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

"He was a member of the Cruising Club of Ameri- 
ca, the Essex Yacht Club, the Branford Yacht 
Club, the Dauntless Yacht Club of Essex, the Yale 
Corinthian Yacht Club, the Qunnipiack Club and 
Trinity Episcopal Church. 


"Besides his wife, he leaves two sons, W. Perry 
Curtiss III of Port Hadlock, Wash., and Douglas 
Mann Curtiss of Farmington; and four grandchil- 
dren." 


He is remembered by Richmond Curtiss as fol- 
lows: “Mr. Curtiss was born next door to me in 
New Haven when I was not quite five years old. 
I had a sister that was about his age, so he was 
like a younger brother to me. Over the years, 
after he moved to another part of New Haven, we 
didn’t see as much of each other. 


"For the past years I have made it a practice to 
call him on his birthday, just one week and five 
years before mine. A very good friend for 81 
years. 


"Ave et atque! Richie Curtiss (to him)" 
Tip of the Day: 
Photos & Photocopiers... 


> Old photos: No one wants to part with that 
special — and one of a kind - old family photo, 
even to researchers. Color copies can be made 
and are a stunning look-alike — and the cost is 
much cheaper than making a negative. About 


$1.49 for an 8x11 sheet; the same for enlarging 
Check with local copy centers and printers tc 
locate a color copier in your area. As a reference 
Kinko’s Copy Center has several locations across 
the U.S. Call 1-800-743-COPY. 4 


54 Reunion Summary... 


> The following is based on the minutes of the 
meeting as prepared by the Assistant Secretary 
Bonita J. Kish, and supplemented from the pre- 
pared remarks of the President, Barbara Weaver 
and written reports submitted by other officers. 


. The 54" annual meeting of the John and Elizabeth 


Curtis/Curtiss Society was held at the Saranac 
High School, Saranac, Michigan on Saturday 
August 14, 1993. The meeting was called to order 
at 10 a.m. by the President who noted that this 
was the first meeting to be held outside Connecti- 
cut since the Society was founded in 1939. Prior 
to opening the business portion of the meeting, 
the President first recognized Wanda Curtiss 


- Johnson, chair of the host committee. Wanda 


welcomed those in attendance on behalf of the 
Michigan Curtiss Families of Ionia County (the 
descendants of Russell Jared Curtiss and William 
Edward Curtiss) and introduced her committee. 
The children were then dismissed to go the clown 
for a morning of fun, while the meeting continued. 


The invocation was given by Richmond Curtiss. 
The president then acknowledged the attendance 
of Richmond & Sally Curtiss from Guilford, CT 
(our famous hiking cousins) who celebrated their 
61* anniversary this year. Barbara remarked that 
Richmond was one of the founders of our Society 
in 1939 and that he and Sally have been active 
ever since. He has been the Secretary for the past 
several years and, over the years, has held most 
offices, including President. 


The President noted that this meeting had the 
largest attendance (155+) of any since the initial 
meeting in 1939, although the specific number 
attending that meeting is not known —- we are 
relying on Richmond’s memory here. The next 
largest meeting was in 1978, in conjunction with 
the Society’s tour to Nazeing, England. 


The President then opened the business meeting. 
Reading of the minutes 56 @fe1BRt meeting was 
waived since all had an opportunity to review the 


mininutec nriar ta the meetina Na rarractiane ar 
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additions were offered. Approval of the minutes 
was moved, seconded and accepted by vote. 


The highlights of the written report by Treasurer, 
Judith Curtis Waldron, were presented by the 
President. The 31 Jul 1993 ending balances were: 
Checking, $4,248; Savings I, $10,888; Savings II 
(Life Memberships), $3,662. Approval of the 
report was moved, seconded and accepted by vote. 


In keeping with long-standing tradition, each of 
those in attendance then introduced themselves 
and noted their home location. The President 
then made several membership announcements: 
The membership as of the 1992 meeting was 312. 
As of this meeting, it is 354. The youngest mem- 
ber is Christine M. Curtis, born 13 Apr 1993, who 
became a member that same month. Christine is 
the niece of Judith Waldron. The oldest member 
(so far as is known) at 98 years of age is Clara 
Louise Curtiss, of Rochester, NY who was born 
23 Feb 1895. Last year, the Society gave three 
honorary non-voting memberships. The first was 
to Vicar Martin Webster of All Saints’ Parish 
Church, Nazeing. The second to the President of 
the Newtown (CT) Historical Society (NHS), 
currently Daniel Cruson. The NHS is housed in 
the Matthew Curtiss, Jr. home. This home is the 
subject of a pamphlet, "Matthew Curtiss, Jr and 
his House" which was on display and which can be 
obtained from the NHS. The third membership 
was given to the President of the Stratford (CT) 
Historical Society (SHS), currently Vincent Hardy. 
The SHS is housed in the Judson House, built by 
one of the founding families of Stratford and 
donated to the SHS by Miss Cecilia Curtis. 


The highlights of a 2¥2-page written report by Vice 
President, Arthur Hutchinson, were provided by 
the President. Four issues of the Chronicle have 
been prepared, on schedule. Publicity efforts have 
concentrated on the largest audience publications 
in the genealogical field. Susan Sridharan has 
joined the publicity team and is initially putting 
our existence "on display" via electronic mail. 


There is a large subset of genealogists who fre- 


quent the various electronic forums. The research 
database continues to grow now that it has been 
successfully transferred to a more powerful data- 
base system. 18 published and manuscript items 
dating from 1869 to 1991 were added to the 
archives over the last year. Since 1 Jan 1993, 82 
letters (both queries and general correspondence) 
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have been received. 


Bonita Kish, Assistant Secretary, provided a 
itemized update on book sales which total $627.5 
to date. These are primarily from sales of Higgir 
son reprints of the 1903 and 1953 genealogies. 


The President noted that on the occasion of Sall 
and Richmond Curtiss’ 50" wedding anniversary 
their children established an award fund at th 
Guilford (CT) High School to recognize thei 
parents’ contributions to the community. For 
number of years, the Society has supported thi 
fund because of Richmond and Sally’s dedicatio. 
to and tireless efforts on behalf of the Society 
Approval of a 1993 $100 contribution to this fun 
was moved, seconded and accepted by vote. 


At each annual meeting, a "distance award" i 
given to the individual who has traveled th 
greatest distance to attend. This year’s awar 
went to Nancy Curtiss Horne of Portland, OR. 


The term of office of all officers and directors i: 
one year. Each year, a slate of candidates i) 
prepared by the Nominating Committee (chairec 
by Director Nelson G. Curtis) and presented t 
the membership for consideration. This year the 
President, on behalf of Nelson G. Curtis, present 
ed the slate of candidates: President — Barbar: 
Curtis Weaver of Ontario, NY; Vice President - 
Arthur Hutchinson of Springfield, VA; Secretan 
- Richmond Curtiss of Guilford, CT; Assistan: 
Secretary — Bonita Kish of Perry, OH; Treasure 
— Judith Curtis Waldron of Richmond, VA 
Director (immediate Past President) — Nelson G. 
Curtis of Southbury, CT; Director — William 
McHenry of Vestal, NY; and finally, the only non. 
incumbent, Director — Wanda Curtiss Johnson o! 
Spring Lake, MI. Although requested, there were 
no additional nominations from the floor. It wa: 
moved, seconded and approved that the Secretary 
cast one vote for the slate, as presented. 


The President took this opportunity to recognize 
the contributions of former Director, Richard 
Perry. She extended our heartfelt thanks to Dick 
and to his wife, Mary Curtis Perry, for their year: 
of hard work and dedication to the Society 
Barbara remembered that it was through theii 
efforts that the database was started, and catalog. 
ing of the archival information was initiated anc 
has progressed. 57 of 189 


Old business. The "Curtiss Quilt" was donated tc 
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the Society by Judith Lyford (Curtis) MacMurry 
last year (see the Oct 1992 Chronicle for the full 
story). Donating the quilt to the Stratford Histori- 
cal Society was discussed at the last meeting. 
Subsequently, the offer was made to the Curator 
of the SHS, Hiram Tindall, and he enthusiastically 
accepted. The quilt went on permanent (and 
prominent) display in May 1993 at the Judson 
House grand re-opening celebration. 


New business. (1) The Curtis Teapot. Frederic 
Haines Curtiss, on behalf of our Society, "loaned" 
a teapot created by L. J. Curtis to the Stratford 
Historical Society in 1976. It is on display on a 
coffee table in the parlor of the Judson House. 
Hiram Tindall, Curator, has asked that the Society 
consider changing the status of the teapot from 
"loan" to "gift.". A discussion ensued without a 
decision being reached. The Board of Directors 
will consider the matter. (2) The 1994 Reunion. 
Following the terms of a resolution by the 1992 
Board of Directors, the 1994 Reunion will return 
to Connecticut. The 1992 resolution provides that 
the Reunion will be held in Connecticut in even 


numbered years, while other locations will be- 


considered for odd numbered years. The location 
will be influenced by there being a number of 
members in the proposed area AND that we receive 
an invitation from someone to host the event. 
Whether reunions outside Connecticut continue 
will be determined by the acceptance of the 
membership. Certainly our first appears to be a 
complete success. The President urged members 
to call or write her about future reunions. The 
reunion in Connecticut will be in late September 
or early October. That is when several of the 
other founding families of Stratford hold their 
reunions and it is advantageous to coordinate with 
them. The President has written the Connecticut 
Genealogical Society asking for known other 
reunion dates. So far, she has not heard from 
them. The date for our reunion will be announced 
in the Chronicle as soon as we know. (3) Society 
Flyer. A bi-fold flyer telling about our Society and 
including a membership form has been developed 
by Arthur Hutchinson. Copies were available for 
all. Additional copies may be obtained from the 
President or Secretary for distribution to potential 
members. 


There being no further business, a motion was to 
adjourn was seconded and approved. 


Following the meeting and luncheon, a tour of the 
local area had been arranged. This involved < 
guided bus tour through Berlin Township. Actual. 
ly several bus loads were needed. The tours were 
led by Lois E. Curtiss, granddaughter of William 
E. Curtiss and Mary York. Lois also had preparec 
a beautifully done 12-page tour booklet as a guide 
and souvenir of the event. Comments about the 
Reunion noted from recent correspondence: "The 
lunch was wonderful (delicious), and it was nice 
having a cool drink handy all the time." "The 
Michigan group really went the whole way to make 
it a success. All the details and the ‘little things’ 
were taken care of." "The tour was wonderful - 
such beautiful country all around." "Lois Curtiss 
certainly did a fine job showing everything — and 
helping at all times!" “And the facilities were 
great. Lots of the right kind of spaces." A most 
hearty vote of thanks to the Michigan Curtiss 
Families!! + 


54 Reunion Attendance... 


> The following 160 members and guests attend- 
ed the reunion in Michigan. As was noted else- 
where, this was the largest (or next to the largest) 
meeting in the history of the Society. 


Janis Bateman of Ionia, MI . . . Gwen Binns of 
Independence, MO .. . Helen Blakeslee of Grand 


' Rapids, MI... Doris Brown .. . Rick Brown. ... 


Edwin Butters of Coldwater, MI . .. Marian 
Butters of Coldwater, MI... Joellen, Butters of 
Chartolle, MI... Maxine Campagner of Saranac, 
MI... Alice Carlson of Munith, MI... Curtiss 
Chadwick of Saranac, MI... Jonathan Chadwick 
of Saranac, MI... Rosalyn Chadwick of Lake- 
view, MI... Russell Chadwick of Saranac, MI.. 
. Shirley Chadwick of Saranac, MI. . . Thomas 
Chadwick of Saranac, MI... Veronica Chadwick 
of Saranac, MI... Warren Chadwick of Lake- 
view, MI . . . Peg Christopher of Ionia, MI... 
Kathy Cleary of Portland, MI... Bruce Cook of 
Owosso, MI. . . Jacqueline Cook of Owosso, MI 
. . . Sally Crouch of Seymour, IN .. . Alan S. 
Curtis of Arlington Heights, IL... Allan Curtis 
of Lake Odessa, MI . . . Beatrice Curtiss of 
Lansing, MI. . . Blanche Curtis of Oscoda, MI . 
.. Carmen Curtiss of LakesQdes89, MI... Clara 
Curtis of Niles, MI... Clara Curtiss of Grand 
Rapids. MI... Clarence Curtiss of Hastinos MT 
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... Clyde Curtiss of Lake Odessa, MI... Darwin 
Curtis of Northport, MI... David L. Curtis of 
Canton, MI... DeVere Curtiss of Lansing, MI . 
.. Earl J. Curtiss of Grand Rapids, MI... Elaine 
L. Curtis of Niles, MI... Elsie Curtiss of Lake 
Odessa, MI .. . Emma G. Curtiss of Grand 
Rapids, MI... Eugene R. Curtis of DeMotte, IN 
. . . Eugene Curtiss of DeMotte, IN... Eula 
Curtiss of Lake Odessa, MI... Frank L. Curtis, 


Jr. of Virgil, SD ... Gene M. Curtis of Reynolds- 


burg, OH . . . Hazel Curtis of Virgil, SD... 
Helen C. Curtis of Ontario, NY ... Irma Curtiss 
of Lansing, MI... Rev. Joel P. Curtiss of Alto, 
MI... Kari Curtiss of Northport, MI... Kent 
M. Curtis of Battle Creek, MI... Larry Curtiss 
of Lake Odessa, MI... Larry Curtiss of Lake 
Odessa, MI... Lois Curtis of Lake Odessa, MI . 
. . Lois Curtis of DeMotte, IN ... Mary Lou 
Curtis of Reynoldsburg, OH . . . Melody Curtiss 
of Lake Odessa, MI ... Oscar F. Curtis of 
Bloomington, IN ... Peggy Curtiss of Mason, MI 
... Ralph E. Curtiss, Jr. of Greensburg, PA... 
Raymond R. Curtis of Niles, MI... R. G. Curtiss, 
Jr. of Lansing, MI . . . Renzelle Curtiss of Hast- 


ings, MI... Rex Curtiss of Mason, MI... Rich- 


mond H. Curtiss of Guilford, CT... Robert K. 
Curtis of Miami, FL... Roger Curtis of Oscoda, 
MI... Roger Curtiss of Battle Creek, MI... 
Ronni Curtis of Canton, MI... Ruby Curtiss of 
Hastings, MI... Sally A. Curtiss of Alto, MI... 
Sarah Curtiss of Lake Odessa, MI... Sarah S. 
Curtiss of Guilford, CT .. . Scott Curtis of Niles, 
MI... Sharon Curtiss of Battle Creek, MI... 
Shirley R. Curtis of Ontario, NY . . . Stephen 
Curtiss of Lake Odessa, MI... Trina Curtiss of 
Northport, MI... Vera C. Curtiss of Greensburg, 
PA ... Donald Disbrow of Ortonville, MI... 
Grace Eells of West Allis, WI ... Paul Eells of 
West Allis, WI... Eunice C. Elkington of Central 
Lake, MI . . . George Elkington of Central Lake, 
MI... Katherine Jean Elkington of Fort Wayne, 
IN ... Nathaniel Elkington of Fort Wayne, IN .. 
. Patricia Elkington of Fort Wayne, IN . . . Wil- 
liam C. Elkington of Fort Wayne, IN . .. Audrey 
E. Engstrom of Kalamazoo, MI. . . Robert Eng- 
strom of Kalamazoo, MI... Carole Finley of 
Hillman, MI... Duaine Frederick of Lowell, MI 
. . . Ivah Frederick of Grand Ledge, MI... . 
Marion Frederick of Lowell, MI . . . Maryon 
Grieves of Saranac, MI . . . Louise Harper of 
Conneaut. OH... Derathv Hawkins of Hilledale 


MI... Marvin Hawkins of Hillsdale, MI... Abby 
Haystead of Saranac, MI. . . Katie Haystead of 
Saranac, MI... Sarah Haystead of Saranac, MI 
. . . Helen Hooper of Delton, MI... Vernon 
Hooper of Delton, MI . . . Nancy C. Horne of 
Portland, OR . .. Harold Humble of Grand 
Haven, MI... Jane Humble of Grand Haven, MI 
. . . Robert Johnson of Spring Lake, MI... 
Wanda Johnson of Spring Lake, MI... Gertrude 
Kennett of Perry, OH ... Bonnie J. Kish of Perry, 
OH ... Julius Kish of Perry, OH .. . Joseph 
Latozas of Waterford, MI .. . Margaret L. Lato- 
zas of Waterford, MI. . . Glenn Ledger of Kala- 
mazoo, MI... Joan B. Ledger of Kalamazoo, MI 
. . - Hilda M‘Call of Remus, MI... Barbara 
Maidegen of Inkster, MI... Doris J. Martin of 
Independence, MO . . . Linda Mason of Marion, 
IN ... Richard L. Mason of Marion, IN.. . 
Juliajane Maxwell of Russell’s Point, OH... 
Sherry Maxwell of Russell’s Point, OH . . . Flor- 
ence Moore of Remus, MI... Mary S. Penning- 
ton of Saranac, MI... Barbara Pitts of Mount 
Pleasant, MI... Ralph Pitts of Mount Pleasant, 
MI ... Patricia Robinson of Hillman, MI... 
Joyce M. Rude of Rochester, NY . . . Robert C. 
Rude of Rochester, NY ... Jim Ruder... Nora 
Ruder . . . Carol Russell of Seymour, IN... Hugh 
Russell of Markham, Ontario, Canada. . . Jesse 


. Russell of Markham, Ontario, Canada .. . Patrick 


Russell of Seymour, IN . . . April Silverman of 
Indianapolis, IN . . . Jaime Simmermaker of Star 
City, IN... Lisa Simmermaker of Star City, IN . 
. . Lucy Simons of Saranac, MI . . . Beth Simpson 
of Saranac, MI... Brien Simpson of Saranac, MI 
... Paul Simpson of Saranac, MI... Clark Slade 
of Rockford, MI... Alden Smith of Ionia, MI.. 
. Alice Smith of Ionia, MI... John Smith of 
Ionia, MI . . . Kasen Sridharan of Ortonville, MI 
... Molly Sridharan of Ortonville, MI... Susan 
Sridharan of Ortonville, MI... Renie Stanbrook 


of Ontario, NY . . . George C. Piatt Sturges of 


Woodbury, CT .. . Jane Platt Sturges of Wood- 
bury, CT... Regina Van Putter of Lowell, MI .. 
. John Vasku of Willis, TX ... Marjorie I. Vasku 
of Willis, TX .. . Barbara Weaver of Ontario, NY 
. .. Agnes Westra of Barryton, MI. . . Brandi 
Wetmore of Mason, MI .. . Sue Wetmore of 
Mason, MI... Ruth Wible of La Porte, IN... 
Marilyn Young of Grand Rapid§MI1. + 
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It’s Time!! 
Make you reservations 


NOW! 
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54™ Meeting/Reunion 


Aug 14 
1993 


Join Over ‘70 of Your 
Family & Friends 
Who Will Be There! 


Contact Barbara Weaver 


Today! 
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Harold E. Curtis Genealogies . . . 


> Readers will remember our mention in the last 
issue of the eight Curtis genealogies prepared by 
Harold E. Curtis. He prepared an original and 
three carbon copies of each and donated bound 
copies to the LDS Family History Library in Salt 
Lake, the Maine Historical Society, and the 
NEHGS in Boston. Mr. Curtis has loaned his 
single remaining personal copy of six of the 
genealogies to the Society from which acid-free 
masters are being prepared. These genealogies 
(ten volumes and over 5,000 pages] are: 

1. Henry Curtis of Boston, Mass. 

2. Henry Curtis of Sudbury, Mass. 


3. Francis Curtis of Plymouth, Mass. 

4. John Curtis of York, Maine. 

5. Zacheus Curtis of Topsfield, Mass. 2 vol. 

6. The Three Curtis Brothers of Scituate, Mass. 
Part I. Introduction, References and Index. 
Part II. Descendants of Thomas & Richard Curtis. 
Part III. Descendants of William Curtis. Vol I.. 
Part IV. Descendants of William Curtis. Vol II. 


Those in bold typeface have already been copied. 
Of his two remaining genealogies, Mrs. Helen 
Emery has agreed to provide a photocopy of the 
two volume "William Curtis of Roxbury, Mass." 
The Society is grateful to Mrs. Emery, a non- 
member, for this special effort in our behalf. 
While Mr. Curtis is presently unable to locate the 
fourth copy of his eighth genealogy, "William 
Curtis of Salem, Mass.," we are still hopeful of 
adding this final volume to our collection. 
Perhaps a member with access to one of the cited 
repositories can arrange to copy the 150-page 
typescript. 

Mr. Harold E.° Curtis is descended from William! 
of Scituate through the line Oliver E.°, Oliver 
Groves’, Benjamin® *, Caleb*, Benjamin® 2. The 
Scituate Curtis brothers were sons of Thomas’, 
who was buried 11 Dec 1631 in Ashe (near 
Canterbury), England. Their mother, Richardene 
(_?_), married second 25 Jun 1632, Thomas 
Chambers. Mr. Chambers, Richardene and five 
Curtis children moved to Scituate by 1638. More 
in the next issue. a 
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Be There Aug. 14, 19931! 
54* Annual Meeting/Reunion 
Lake Odessa, MI 


From the President’s Desk . . . 


> Along the shores of Lake Ontario we are now 
enjoying beautiful Spring weather. Spring flowers 
and the fruit orchards in the area have been 
beautiful with all the blossoms. It is great after a 
long, cold winter. 


Now it is time to plan our trip to Michigan for the 
1993 Reunion/Annual Meeting. By now you have 
received the information and registration form. 
The information has been sent not only to our 
membership but to the membership of the 
William E. Curtiss Family, our hosts; and to 
another Curtis/s family in Michigan. Our 
Michigan hosts are doing a superb job of planning 
the event — complete with a tour of local sites 
and a children’s program if there is sufficient 
interest. No details have been forgotten. 


We hope to meet many of our Midwest cousins 
who have not attended our Reunions in the past. 
And it will be a wonderful opportunity for the 
Eastern members to visit another area of our 
beautiful country. We have requested that 
registrations be sent so that I receive them on or 
before August 1. 


Our membership has been increasing quite 
dramatically in the past few months — to a 
current total of 348. Many of you have 
responded to the notices that Art has placed in 
several of the "trade publications." We welcome 
you to the Society. 


We wish all a very pleasant summer and we hope 
to see many of you on August 14. 


Barbara 


The Perry’s Cut Back... 


> During the 54 years of this Society’s existence, 
many members have contributed much of their 
time and effort in shaping, supporting and 
guiding the Society to its present vigorous state. 
In recent years, none have given more than. 
Richard and Mary Curtis Perry. Thus, it is with 
sadness that we must announce that Dick and 
Mary are now stepping back a bit from the many 
roles they have played in the Society's various 
activities. 

Both Mary and Dick have given freely of 
themselves to the benefit of the Society for many 
years. The list of their several offices, committee 
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responsibilities, and many other contributions 
[many were surely unrecognized] is lengthy and 
reaches into all areas of the Society. The record 
of their service should be admired and acclaimed 
by all members. 


Their “cutting back" does not mean they are any 
the less interested and concerned about the 
Society’s objectives, welfare and activities. They 
have merely reconsidered and re-ordered the 
priorities of where and how they wish to spend 
life’s most precious coin — time. 


Dick and Mary — We are all in your debt. Thank 
you from all your many friends... t 


Extremely Curtis... 


> We will occasionally publish, under this 
heading, such "records" as we may find in our 
archives or which may be submitted by our 
readers. Humans have always been fascinated by 
extremes and records — and our family is no 
different. We challenge you to break our records. 
As before — with our profound apologies to 
- Guiness and Ripley, the following is presented: — 


Most marriages by one person into one Curtis 
family: Matilda Rogers married three sons of 
Alfred Devine® Curtiss and Sarah® Hard: © Niram 
E. Curtiss; @ Alfred Curtis; and, @ Edwin 
Augustus Curtiss. The two Curtis lines are: © 
Alfred Devine®, Benjamin* *, Josiah*, William”, 
John! Curtiss & Elizabeth Hutchins; and, @ Sarah® 
Hard, Sarah® Curtiss, Benjamin‘, Josiah’, William?, 
John! Curtiss & Elizabeth Hutchins. 


Greatest age difference between a Curtis male and 
his wife: 40+ years. Cyrus Hardy’ Curtis [b. 12 
May 1846; d. 30 Jun 1931] married 30 Dec 1920 
Mary Pearl Blanchard [b. about 1886]. His line is 
William’, David’, James®, Stephen®, Jonathan* °, 
William, John! Curtiss & Elizabeth Hutchins. 


Greatest age difference between a Curtis female 
and her husband: 36 years, 11 months, and 12 
days. Daisy Ann® Curtiss [b. 6 May 1888; d. 16 
Dec 1922] married 6 Feb 1906 Emor William 
Walker [b. 24 May 1851; d. 23 Apr 1943]. Her 
line is Eugene Marsh®, Jerry Burton’, Orrin’, 
Joseph* *%, Isaac*, Richard’ Curtis of Dorchester 
& his 2"4 wife, Sarah Howe. 

Longest marriage [male]: 61+ years. Richmond 
Hodges” Curtiss married 1 Jan 1932 Sarah Scovill 
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Walden and they are still going strong. His line 
is Clayton James’, Aaron Lester®, Levi’, Aaron®, 
James* *, Benjamin®, John’, John’ Curtiss & 
Elizabeth Hutchins. [See next article.] + 


Today’s News: 
Richmond & Sarah Curtiss... 


> Long-term members and Society mainstays, 
Richmond and Sarah "Sally" Curtiss, were recently 
recognized in a 2 Jun 1993 article in The Hartford 
Courant (pages A10-11) by John Lacy, a Courant 
Staff Writer. The article, "Long Walks, Long 
Lives: Couple in 80s champions joys of ns 
trips on foot" follows: 


It began when Sarah Curtiss asked her husband, 
Richmond, "Why not walk?" as they talked about 
plans for their next vacation. She was thinking of 
walking around in Vermont or New Hampshire 
after driving there from their home in Guilford. 
"No," he said, "if we walk, we leave from home." 


It was during the energy crisis of 1973, and they 
were responding to the nation’s call to conserve 
petroleum. 


"Mr. Nixon said we had to cut down on gas," 
Richmond recalls. Sarah, who is called Sally, had 
just retired as a bookseller at the Yale University 
Co-op. Richmond figured on two more years as 
mortgage officer at Guilford Savings Bank before 
his retirement. 


The Curtisses’ first extensive walk would be the 
next summer from Guilford to visit his sister and 
her husband in Albany, N.Y. — about 145 miles. 
They were 67 years old and without any long- 
distance walking experience. After their July 
1974 jaunt of nine days — across northwestern 
Connecticut, a corner of western Massachusetts 
and into eastern New York — they were hooked 
on a new hobby. "Everything looks better when 
you walk," says Sally. "And people are nicer." 


During the next five years they enjoyed five more 
long walks, which took them into all the New 
England states for a total of 901 miles on their 
pedometer. Their preparations would keep them 


“busy for months, from carefully plotting their 


route to writing to places where they might spend 
the nights. 


In 1975 they walked to his 50th reunion at 
Deerfield Academy in Massachusetts and 
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continued on to Keene, N.H., for a 204-mile trip. 
In 1978 they walked 130 miles in 10 days to 
Sally's 50th reunion at Wellesley College in 
Massachusetts. "We had a ball," he said. "Our 
classmates haven’t forgotten it." 


In 1979 he wrote an article in Country Journal 
describing in detail their long-distance walking 
and its satisfactions. 


Anecdotes show how the walkers were prepare 
for challenges: 


"We each take 10 pairs of white wool socks, and 
we each wear two pairs every day," he wrote. 
"We carry small packages of Woolite to wash out 
the socks, hoping they will dry overnight. If they 
don’t, we pin them to our packs with safety pins, 
and by noon they are dry." 


"One night we were looking forward to dinner at 
the coffee shop mentioned in our motel’s 
literature," Richmond says. "On arrival, we were 
told: "We only serve breakfast.’ 


"We were miles from another eating place, and 
our packs contained dried apples, dried bananas, 
*gorp’ (a mixture of raisins, candy, nuts and 
cereal), beef jerky and a half-pint of whisky. 


"We ate the gorp, the beef jerky, some old 
cookies, emptied the bottle and went to bed. 
Breakfast the next morning tasted especially 
good." 


"For rain gear we have bright red-orange ponchos 
with hoods, which cover our packs, afford good 
ventilation and really keep us dry, except for our 
lower legs and feet. 


"Several times we have walked in the pouring rain 
without being uncomfortable. At the end of the 
day, we take off our boots and stuff them with 
crumpled newspaper. Before we go to bed, we 
replace the wet paper with dry. In the morning, 
the boots are reasonably dry, and two pairs of 
clean, dry wool socks take up what moisture is 
left." 


The Curtisses, now in their mid-80s, have ended 
their long walks, although Richmond walks on 
Wednesdays with a group of senior men. 


Given the location of their home, one may 
wonder why they would ever want to leave. Once 
their summer place, the cedar-shingled, two-story, 
five-bedroom house is now their year-round 


residence. It sits above the rocky shore near the 
end of Joshua Point in the Leetes Island section of 
Guilford. 


Leetes Island is a granite outcrop jutting into Long 
Island Sound. It is more like a peninsula and is 
accessible by paved roads.. The violent nor easter 
that struck Connecticut last Dec. 11 raised the sea 
water at least 4 feet above Joshua Point Road, 
preventing the Curtisses and their neighbors from 
driving into town for four days. Only eight to 10 
of the 150 houses on Leetes Island contain year- 
round residents such as the Curtisses. 


In fair weather, the Curtisses like to chat with 
visitors in lawn chairs in their grassy yard under 
evergreens and mulberry trees. Keys to 
preserving a marriage of 61 years are doing things 
together and not fighting, they say. 


On Tuesday and Friday mornings, they shelve 
books at Guilford Library. On Tuesdays during 
the noon hours, they deliver Meals on Wheels to 
10 customers who are alone at lunch time. 


They do not watch much television, perhaps the 
news and weather, preferring to read or play a 
little card game. On chilly evenings they enjoy a 
fire in a wood stove, started with cedar shingles 
they saved when the house was re-roofed. . . . 


Richmond keeps the house’s exterior trim painted 
bright red, touching it up from time to time. He 
did much of the work to convert it from a 
summer place. 


"When I was a child, this was a barn," says Sally, 
pointing to where the hayloft once was. The U.S. 
flag hanging from a rafter is accompanied by a 
citation noting that it was flown over the nation’s 
Capitol Aug. 23, 1989, the 50th anniversary of 
electricity being connected to Leetes Island. 
"She wouldn’t.come here ’til we had it," says 
Richmond. 


The walks they take together now consist mostly 
of a 114-mile round trip to collect their mail three 
times a week. 


When asked why they use the term "walking" 
instead of "hiking" when referring to their hobby, 
Richmond says, "When you say ’hiking,’ you think 
of pushing ahead into rugged areas; with walking, 
you just enjoy life. That’s it!" fe 
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> The good news is that I have received the new 
lineage-linked database program, The Master 
Genealogist [TMG], from Wholly Genes, Inc. The 
initial release, version 1.0, is to be followed 
shortly by a free upgrade containing some 
improvements and additions they had wanted to 
include in the first release, but just didn’t have 
time to sort out completely. At least, that’s what 
the developer, Bob Velke, says. In all fairness, so 
far as I have been able to determine, TMG’s 
nearest competitor will be version IV of 
CommSoft’s Roots when it is released sometime 
near the end of this year. 


The bad news is movement of the research 
database into TMG will take some time. I have 
recently loaded a lot of new software [MS-DOS 
6.0; WordPerfect 6.0; TMG 1.0; WordPerfect 
Presentations 2.0; PC Tools 8.0; Norton Utilities 7.1 
— all as upgrades {except TMG} from earlier and 
reliable versions] on my main machine and have 
been getting some "unexpected" results. I believe 
the source of at least some of the problems may 
be a "soft" error in a memory chip but have not 
yet been able to isolate the offending chip. Of 
course, with new software, there is always the 
challenge of getting it to work with consistency in 
your environment — and I knew I was asking for 
trouble by loading so many new items so close 
together. [I must not be trainable — since I don’t 
seem to learn from experience.] 


The database will be moved as soon as some of 
the other items on my plate get cleaned off and a 
little "free" time appears. +} 


Announcements, etc. ... 


> Member Clark Slade [120 Prospect St., 
Rockford, MI 49341-1139] notes his intention to 
publish a genealogy of the descendants of 
Jonathan Brooks and Timothy Noble. Both were 
of Lanesborough and were early residents of 
Berkshire Co., MA. Clark would welcome the 
opportunity to work with and assist anyone 
interested in the descendants of these gentlemen. 
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> Our member Alan Teague [11506 Wickhollow 
Lane, Houston, TX 77043-4530] writes: "My own 
Curtis ancestry [Deodatus of Braintree] was poorly 
and unsuccessfully researched back around 1930. 
When I started researching in 1965, I had a lot of 
trouble separating the good from the bad. It is 
only now that I think I could write a book." Alan, 
as readers will remember, is a long-term all-line 
Curtis researcher and freely shares the results of 
his work whenever possible. If you have any 
interest or information of his line, now: would be 
the perfect time to contact Alan and support his 
efforts — and to encourage him to do the book. 
This is an important and interesting early line. 
Such a genealogy would be a welcome and valued 
addition to Curtis lineage studies. Se 


a ee a a a me 
ee | 


a ae | 
> Curtis-related queries are published, without 
cost, when we have been unable to fully answer 
[or not at all] from the Society archives or the 
research database. As we have asked before, 
please take the time to review them and to help 
if you have any lead, no matter how small or 
seemingly unimportant it may appear to you. If 
a query is answered, be sure to send a copy of the 
response to Arthur Hutchinson so the information 
can become centrally available for future 
researchers. Queries are numbered consecutively 
throughout the four issues of the calendar year. 


Corrections to earlier queries. 93-5: In the last 
issue, I had compounded an earlier error by 
incorrectly giving "Monroe Co. is in NY, not MI as 
given." While Monroe Co., NY was created 23 
Feb 1821, the Monroe Co. referenced in this 
query was in the Michigan Territory. Alan Teague 
furnished this "final" correction. [Alan, as always, 
was most gentle in pointing out the error of my 
ways.] My apologies for any inconvenience this 
double error may have caused. 


93-34: Does anyone have proof of Rev. War 
Service for Jonas” Curtiss? [Jonathan*’, William’, 
John’ & Elizabeth (Hutchins) Curtiss] He was 
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born Stratford, CT 26 Oct 1703; will filed 27 May 
1792 Bridgeport, CT; married 11 Sep 1727, 
Eunice, dau. of John & Patience Burroughs. Is the 
1903:'A Genealogy of the Curtiss Family correct for 
Jonas, #87? He seems much too old to have 
enlisted 8 May 1775 in Capt. Samuel Whiting’s 
Regiment of Stratford, Fifth Regiment, Col. 
Waterbury. [Lois Payne Hoover, 24093 Eucalyptus 
Court, Auburn, CA 95602-8668, (916) 268-9354] 


93-35: Need the parents of David Curtis who was 
born 1771 in Washington, Litchfield Co., CT and 
who died 14 May 1858 in Augusta, Oneida Co., 
NY. He married 1 Jun 1792 Lucy Ann, dau. of 
John Gould & Ann (Hurd) Parmalee. They 
removed to Augusta in 1797 with Robert, 
Benjamin and Joseph Durkee, Newton Smith, 
Joseph Hurd, and Sheldon Parmalee. David was 
a Major in the War of 1812; Lucy died 1829. 
[Karen A. Hill, 17 Merion Road, Half Moon Bay, 
CA 94019-2265] 

93-36: Seeking the parents of Lucena Curtis, who 
died 2 May 1854, age 85, and is buried in Wilcox 
Cemetery, Genoa, Cayuga Co., NY. She married 
Esek (or Esec) Potter; born probably 2 Jul 1771 in 
Dutchess Co., NY; died 6 Feb 1861 in Genoa; son 
of Job and Desire (Irish) Potter of Dartmouth, MA 
and later of Dutchess Co., NY. Esek & Lucena 
had ten children, all born in Genoa. [Marjorie M. 
Nefstead, 1250 Viscaino Road, Santa Barbara, CA 
93103] 


93-37: Looking for the parents of James Madison 
Curtis, Sr. who was born about 1811 and died 
about 1894 in MI. He married about 1846 in 
Middlebury, MI, Hannah Slocum, dau. of John & 
Mary (King) Slocum. Both James and Hannah are 
buried in the Pinetree Cemetery, Owasso, MI. 
Hannah’s father was born in NY and her mother 
in RI; her mother died in MI between 1850-1860. 
James and Hannah had a son, James M. Curtis, 
Jr., born 1849 in MI, who thought the family may 
be from CT. [Dorothy L. Townsend, 202 Michael, 
North Platte, NE 69101] 

93-38: What is the line of Eljeroy (or Elgeroy) C. 
(Cushman?) Curtis who married Catherine 
Rosanna Herbert? This couple is found in the 
1850 Federal Census in Harrisburg (North), PA 
(dwelling #215, family #276). He is given as a 
blacksmith, age 26, born NY, and she as age 24, 
born MD. The census information includes two 


children: Lorenzo, age 4 years; and Charles 
10/12. Both children born in PA. Lorenzo 


_ Benjamin Curtis married Esther Naomi Campbell 


(born Steuben Co. NY, dau. of James Laclan 
Campbell & Lucilvia Rosanna Robinson). Lorenzo 
& Esther had a son, James Benjamin Curtis, who 
married Nancy Lucinda Logan, dau. of George 
Lewis Logan. [Oscar F. Curtis, 773 South Village 
Drive, Bloomington, IN 47403-1953] 


93-39: Looking for any information about the 
line of Barnabas Curtis, born 1765/6, and who 
died 16 May 1847 in Waterford Twp., Washington 
Co., OH. He is known to have resided in 
Loudoun Co., VA from 1790 to 1812, in Belmont 
Co., OH from 1813 to 1830, and finally in 
Washington Co. until his death. Barnabas 
married Rachel Romine and had issue: Eli, 
Tholomiah, Nimrod, Thomas, Samuel, Nancy, 
Elisha, and Elizabeth. [Susan Curtis Wegner, 
14124 Recuerdo Drive, Del Mar, CA 92014] 


93-40: Who were the parents of Sarah B. Curtis? 
She married Robert Wither Beckwith, who was 
born in Richmond, VA 15 Mar 1813 and who died 
1873. Robert and Sarah both died in Lauderdale 
Co., AL. They had a single known child, a dau. 
Virginia, who was born in NC in 1846 and died 
1879. Virginia married, about 1863, William J. 
Beckwith, born 1825. At Sarah’s death, she 
owned property in Lauderdale Co. and NC. 
[Harold Beckwith, 19 East Ohio Street, Room 501, 
Chicago, IL 60611] 


93-41: Seeking all information about Matthias 
Curtis (his line, parents, birth date and location), 
probably born 1792 in CT and died 5 Nov 1832 in 
Georgia, Franklin Co., VT. He married 31 Oct 
1817 in Georgia, VT to Minerva Merritt, born 8 
Nov 1800 in Georgia, VT and died 9 Apr 1873, 
same location. She married (2) 24 Feb 1848 
Hiriam Ballard of VT. Children of Matthias and 
Minerva, all probably born (order uncertain) in 
Georgia, VT, are: Martin, Henry, Myron, Lucy, 
and Abram Babcock. Abram Babcock Curtis was 
born about 1827, died 13 Nov 1897 and buried at 
Tieonderoga, Essex Co., NY after marrying twice: 
first, 30 Jan 1850 to Sabrina Willey and, second, | 
to Alice Isham. [Jane A. Malaney, 2502 Monroe 
Road, Port Angeles, WA 98362] 


93-42: What is the line of Sylvester Curtis? He 
was born 11 Apr 1800 and died 15 Apr 1892. His 
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wife’s name was Sarah Park. Sylvester & Sarah 
had a son, Lorin E. (b. 14 May 1838, d. 20 Jan 
1927) who m. Margaret J. Landon. Lorin’s son, 


John S. Curtis (b. 1 Oct 1876, d. 20 Dec 1965) m. - 


Clara Etta Celia Armbrust. [Steve Yungen, 2626 
Mitchell Butte Road, Nyssa, OR 97913] 


93-43: Seeking to identify the line of Ann 
Elizabeth Curtiss, born 1817, who died 18 Oct 
1871 in Silvermine, CT. She was "of New York" 
and married 9 Sep 1838 in Silvermine, Roswell 
Hyatt (b. about 1813; d. 15 Nov 1855). Both are 
interred in the Upper Silvermine Cemetery. The 
Hyatt line is traced to Thomas Hyatt, born 1617 
in England, who emigrated to Stamford, CT. 
[Robert E. McKenna, 1357 Echo Valley Drive, San 
Jose, CA 95120] 


93-44: Trying to solve a Curtis dead-end. What 
line is James Curtis who was born 15 Nov 1798 in 
Mason, KY. He married Jane Beeler in Marion 
Co., IN on 13 Feb 1831. 
children in IN and then moved to Holt Co., MO 
before 1850. James died 11 Apr 1880 in Holt Co. 


and is buried in Forest City Cemetery. Any 


information appreciated. [Carolyn K. Caine, 
13028 Thomas Road KPN, Gig Harbor, WA 98329] 
93-45: What is the family line of Abigail Curtis? 
She was born 23 Oct 1792 in New Brunswick, 
Canada. She and her husband, Charles Master, 
whom she married in 1814 in St. Johns, NB, 
resettled in the Boston, MA area. [Jean & Wendell 
Stine, 220 Church Street, Wayland, MI 49348] 


93-46: What is the correct line of Abigail Curtis? 
She m. 2 Feb 1793 in Bethlem, CT Orange 
Munger (b. in Bethlehem, New Haven Co., CT 
1769/70, d. in Oswego, NY). They had ten 
children, all b. in Bethlem, among whom was 
Curtis M. Munger. One source says she is 
possibly the dau. of Richard & Abigail Curtis; 
another gives her father as Samuel. [Ralph Pitts, 
2141 O’Connor Drive, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858] 


[Queries numbered 93-43 through 93-46 are from 
non-members of the Society. If you are able to 
assist them, please take the opportunity to suggest 
membership in the Society. Remember, please 
provide copies of responses to Arthur Hutchinson so 
that the information may be shared with all 
through the database and archives. ] +t 


They had several - 


Henry Curtis of Sudbury, MA... 


> This early immigrant line begins with Henry’ 
Curtis, who came to New England in 1635 on the 


‘Elizabeth and Ann, Roger Coop — Ship’s Master, 


according to a transport agreement dated 6 May 
1635. In the agreement, Henry’s age is given as 
27, thus indicating that he was born about 1608. 
Nothing is known of his parents or birth location. 


Henry settled initially in Watertown where, as a 
proprietor, "Henry Cuttris" was granted one acre 
of plow land on Beverbroke Planes (lot 49) on 28 
Feb 1636, 20 acres (lot 14) on 25 Jul 1636, and 
17 acres in 1642. He is known to have had at 
least five other parcels including a "homestall" of 
16 acres adjacent to land owned by Jeremiah 
Norcross. By 1639, he was also a proprietor in 
the adjacent town of Sudbury. Although Henry 
certainly farmed, he may have also been a 
wheelwright since, according to one source, he 
was noted as such in deeds. 


About 1640, probably in Watertown, he married 
Mary Guy. She was the daughter of Nicholas Guy 
of Upton Gray, co. Southampton, England, who 
came aboard the Confidence in 1638 and settled in 
Watertown. Bond, in his 1860"... Early Settlers 
of Watertown . . ." (p. 778) quotes Watertown 
town records: "At Sudbury, June 25, 1666, Jane, 
wid. and ex’x of Nicholas Guy, late of Watertown, 
in consideration of the care. . . of my daughter 
Mary, and her husband, Henry Curtice . . . gives 
to ... Ephraim, John, and Joseph, and to their 
father and mother, Henry and Jane." 


The will of Joan Parker of St. Saviour’, 
Southwark, co. Surrey, England, dated 24 Aug 
1674 and proven the following year, gives to her 
"brother Henry Curtis of Sundbury in New 
England" and to his wife, and his three sons, 
Ephraim, John, and Joseph, 20 shillings each. 
[NEHGS Register (32:337)] 

Henry’ Curtis died in Sudbury, 8 May 1678, and 
his widow, Mary, died there 3 Dec 1682. Both 
died intestate with administration given to their 
son, Joseph. 

The three sons, all born in Sudbury, are the only 
known issue of this couple. The eldest, Ephraim? 
(born 31 Mar 1642, died before May 1684), has 
no marriage or issue of record. No probate record 
has been found and his property appears later in 
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the estate of his brother, Joseph”. At least one 
reference ascribes issue to Ephraim? (without 
supporting documentation); this issue is given to 
the line of Joseph? in other works (with some 
supporting evidence). The middle son, John? 
(born 1644, died 31 Dec 1678 in Sudbury), was 
unmarried and d.s.p. [decessit sine prole]. The 
youngest son, Joseph? (born 17 Jul 1647, died in 
Sudbury 26 Nov 1700) married 5 Feb 1677 in 
Sudbury, Abigail Grout (born Sudbury 14 Oct 
1655, died there 28 Apr 1745). She was the 

daughter of Capt. John and Sarah (Busky- 
Cakebread) Grout. Joseph? and Abigail had five 
children (Abigail, Ephraim, Mary, Joseph, and 
Sarah), all of whom survived to become adults 
and marry. 


Both Ephraim? and Joseph? were active in King 
Philip’s War. [See Bodge’s 1896 "Soldiers in King 
Philip’s War" (p. 81 & pp. 104-105)] In 1675, 
Joseph served in the Mt. Hope campaign, under 
Capt. Thomas Prentice. Ephraim? was well-known 
as a "leather stocking" — a scout and hunter who 
was well versed in the Indian ways. In addition 
to Bodge [op. cit.], the remainder is adapted from 
"George William Curtis . . . A paper read before 
The Worcester Society of Antiquity November 1st 
1892" by Henry H. Chamberlin. [George William® 
is a well-known descendant of Henry’. He was born 
24 Feb 1824 at Providence, RI and died on Staten 
Island, 31 Aug 1892. He was a noted journalist, 
orator, publicist, and author and was an early 
advocate of civil service reform. He was also an 
influential member of the woman’s suffrage reform 
movement. In 1856, in Prue and I, he wrote "The 
pride of ancestry increases in the ratio of distance" 
and “It is not observed in history that families 
improve with time." Perhaps he was a bit of a 
cynic — at least, I hope so.] 


The first of the family to settle in Worcester was 
Ephraim? Curtis who was among the first daring 
to explore the wilderness, towards the 
Connecticut River. With all he owned on his 
back, and with gun and axe in his hands, 
Ephraim? came from Sudbury to Worcester, 
around by the head of Long Pond, and made 
* there the first white man’s settlement. 

He built the first dwelling erected in 


Quansigamug (Worcester), where he had acquired 
50 acres of land, having first title from Sagamore 
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John, chief of the Nipmucks, who were then his 
only neighbors. This house was built in or about 
1673. Within the two years following, seven or 
eight houses had been built. But, early in 1675, © 
the settlement was abandoned by its few 
inhabitants who were warned by the hostile 
attitude of their Indian neighbors. Ephraim? 
probably sought safety among his old friends and 
neighbors in Sudbury, for the Colonial Records 
give that "In July, 1675, the Governor and Council 
employed Ephraim Curtis to visit the Nipmuck 
Indians at Quabaog (Brookfield), and ascertain 
their position in the controversy which had 
begun." Ephraim did so and rendered a report 
[given in full in Chamberlin (pp. 4-7)]. 


Ephraim, who had been commissioned lieutenant, 
was again sent forth by the Council in the interest 
of peace. He held a conference with four of the 
sachems of the neighboring tribes "and received 
assurances of their peaceful intentions. Induced 
by these deceptive promises, Capt. Edward 
Hutchinson [son of Ann Hutchinson] and Captain 
Thomas Wheeler were sent into the interior" with 
a small force. When near Brookfield they were 
attacked by a party of 300 Indians, "lying in 
ambush, in a narrow. defile between a steep hill 
and a deep swamp, and with the first fire from 
the Indians eight men were killed, and five 
wounded, including the two commanders." 


"The survivors of the ill-fated company with 
difficulty effected a retreat to the town, where 
they fortified one of the largest houses." 


An account of their subsequent experience is 
given by Captain Wheeler. "Within two hours after 
our coming to the said house, or less, the said 
Capt. Hutchinson and myself posted away 
Ephraim Curtis of Sudbury, and Henry Young of 
Concord; to go to the honored Council, at Boston, 
to give them an account of the Lord’s dealing with 
us, and our present condition. When they came 
to the further end of the town, they saw the 
enemy rifling of houses, which the inhabitants 
had forsaken, the post fired upon them, and 
immediately returned to us again, they discerning 
no safety in going forward, and being desirous to 
inform us of the enemies actings, that we might 
the more prepare for a sudden assault upon 
them." This assault followed with great violence, 
but was bravely resisted. 
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"I," says Wheeler, "being desirous to hasten 
intelligence to the Honored Council, of our 
present great distress, we being so. remote from 
any succor, it being between 60 and 70 miles 
from us to Boston, where the Council useth to sit, 
and fearing our ammunition would not last long 
to withstand them if they continued so to assault 
us, I spake to Ephraim Curtis, to adventure forth 
again on that service and to attempt it on foot, as 
the way wherein there was most hope of getting 
away undiscovered. He readily assented, and 
accordingly went out; but there were so many 
Indians every where thereabouts, that he could 
not pass without apparent hazard of life; so he 
came back again; but, towards morning the said 
Ephraim adventured forth the third time and was 
fain to creep on his hands and knees for some 
space of ground, that he might not be discerned 
by the enemy, who waited to prevent our sending 
if they could have hindered it. But through God’s 
mercy, he escaped their hands, and got safely to 
Marlborough, though very much spent, and ready 
to faint, by reason of want of sleep before he 
went from us, and his sore travel, night and day, 
in that hot season, till he got thither, from 
whence he went to Boston." 


The Society has the following items related to this 
line: Harold E. Curtis’ 1986."A Genealogy Of The 
Descendants of Henry Curtis of Sudbury, Mass." 
(158 pages); NEHGS Register article "The Family 
of Henry Curtis of Sudbury, Mass." by Henry 
Woods [61(1907):258-265]; National Archives 
microfilm 84-8133 "George William Curtis and His 
Antecedents, A paper read before The Worcester 
Society of Antiquity November 1st 1892" by Henry 
H. Chamberlin (printed 1893, 18 pages); and 
miscellaneous papers and letters collected by 
Harlow Dunham Curtis. 


Any descendant information or additions to this 
collection will be most welcome. +} 


Membership Update ... . 


> As of July 1, 1993, we have: 23 life members; 
206 single members; 55 couples; 6 minors; and, 
3 honorary members for a total of 348 — this is 
a 21-member increase in only three months. 

New Members 


Harold Beckwith ...... 19 East Ohio St, Rm 501 
Chicago, IL 60611 
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Mary Louise Bishop ........ 325 West Oak Ave 
N. Wildwood, NJ 08260-3008 

Gordon Dat Clark ............ RD #2, Box 93D 
; Montrose, PA 18601 
Christina M. Curtis ........ 12003 Woodholm Ct 
(minor) Tega City, SC 29715 
Doyle R. Curtis ............... 117 Lillie Lane 
Toppenish, WA 98948 

James C. Curtiss ....... 741 Blackbird Landing 
Townsend, DE 19734 

Kent M. Curtis ............. 138 Knowland Dr 
Battle Creek, MI 49017 

Oscar F. Curtis ........... 773 South Village Dr 
Bloomington, IN 47403-1953 

Marion G. Gabrielsen ..... 142 West Hook Road 
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533 

Charles G. Kellegg ............... P.O. Box 2 
Hatfield, MA 01038 

Carl Leidig ................ ’ 99 Tamarack Drive 
Rochester, NY 14622 

Jane A. Malamey .......... 2502 Monroe Road 
Port Angele, WA 98362 

Sallle S. Meffert ......... $2 Gelding Hill Road 
Sandy Hook, CT 06482 

Marjorie Nefstead ......... 1250 Viscaino Road 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

Virginia Sievers ....... 1409 North Wakefield St 
Ariington, VA 22207 

Clark Slade ...............05. 120 Prospect St 
Rockford, MI 49341-1139 

Edith Stokes ............... 916 West 13th St 
: Arcata, CA 95521 

Dorothy L. Townsend ............ 202 Michael 
North Platte, NE 69101 

Curtiss C. Wallin....... 3 North 010 Woodcreek 
West Chicago, IL 60185 

Susan Curtis Wegner ...... 14124 Recuerdo Dr 
Del Mar, CA 92014 

Stephen J. Yungen ...... 2626 Mitchell Butte Rd 
Nyssa, OR 97913 


Address Changes 
Alvin W. & Alva Curtiss . Melrose Care Center 
40 Martin St., Melrose, MA 02176-3607 


Ms. Margie S. George ........ Rte #2, Box 163 
Goliad, TX 77963 
Patricia A. Monroe ..... paws 3440 Crest Drive 


Clearwater, FL 34619 


Stephen & Carolyn Curtiss Smith 


Tri ee eee 508 Sunderland Terrace 
Chesapeake, VA 23320 

Steven & Judith Curtis Waldron 
eee Ce oe ee 3125 Windsorview Dr 
Richmond, VA 23225 
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Is this a new membership: CI; a renewal: CI; and/or a new or corrected address: CJ ? 
Do you want a membership card CJ [V if yes]? 
Membership type: Oo Single [$10/year] CJ Couple [$15/year] 


e Life [Single only: $150] CJ Minor [Under 21: $5] 
[Please make checks payable to: Judith C. Waldron, Treasurer. Your check is your receipt.] ‘ 


Name: 
Address: 
City: State: ZIP +4: ___. Telephone: (__) 


Comments or questions: 


Mail to: Richmond H. Curtiss, 234 Joshua Polit Road, Guilford, CT 06437. 
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REMEMBER! 


Mark Your Calendar! 


54 Meeting/Reunion 


Harold E. Curtis Genealogies... 


> Some of you may have seen, in the December 
1992 New England Historic Genealogical Society 
(NEHGS) newsletter Nexus, a column "Notes of 
the Manuscript Collection," which contained a 
mention about the Harold E. Curtis Papers, 
deposited there in 1990. This led “to our 
contacting Mr. Curtis with absolutely wonderful 
results. Mr. Curtis has agreed to let our Society 
copy his work and add it to our archives. The 
only restriction he places upon our use of his 
work is that he receive continued credit for his 
work, a restriction we are happy to comply with. 


From information in the Nexus article and the 
NEHGS finding aid for his work [we correct both 
from correspondence with Mr. Curtis]: Mr. Harold 
E. Curtis was born in 1905 in Kennebunk, Maine. 
A graduate of M.I.T. in 1929, he worked for the 
Bell Telephone Labs in New York City. He 
married Edith C. Davis, 1909-1989, and they 
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settled in Madison, NJ. There were two children. 


As Mr. Curtis says, "In the beginning I soon 
discovered that I was descended from William 
Curtis of Scituate, Mass. However, I also 
discovered that his descendants were all mingled 
with the descendants of other 17th century Curtis 
emigrants so I found myself doing genealogies of 
a number of other Curtises. These resulted in the 
following genealogies." 


1. William Curtis of Salem, Mass. 

2. William Curtis of Roxbury, Mass. 
Two volumes. 

. Henry Curtis of Boston, Mass. 

. Henry Curtis of Sudbury, Mass. 

. Francis Curtis of Plymouth, Mass. 

. John Curtis of York, Maine. 

. Zacheus Curtis of Topsfield, Mass. 

Two volumes. 

. The Three Curtis Brothers of Scituate, Mass. 
Part I. Introduction, References and Index. 
Part II. Descendants of Thomas and Richard 

Curtis. 
Part III. Descendants of William Curtis. Vol I. 
Part IV. Descendants of William Curtis. Vol II. 


NOW BS WwW 


00 


Mr. Curtis began his genealogical work in 1940 
and, with the assistance of his wife, continued 
with it through 1986 when his final typescripts 
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were completed. Mr. Curtis was heir to much of 
the genealogical effects of Harlow D. Curtis [the 
Society has the remainder in its archives] and he 
hopes that Harlow "would be happy to see how 
his work on Curtises (non-Connecticut) has 
grown." [We are certain Harlow would say, 
"extraordinarily well done" to your effort. ] 


We hope to be able to begin copying the 
typescripts, most are cloth-bound, in May or June. 
Since there are around 5000 pages involved and 
the copying will be carefully done by hand in 
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order to preserve the originals, it will take a while 
to complete. Thus, it will probably be late 
summer before the type-scripts can be fully 
available for research. More in the next issue. + 


From the President's Desk 


It is March 14 as I write this column. As | look 
out my windows, all I can see is snow and the 
trees bending in the strong winds. We have 10- 
15 foot drifts in all directions. This is definitely 
the worst storm that we have had this season in 
a season of continuous storms and bitterly cold 
temperatures since the end of January. 


Preparations for the 1993 Reunion, to be held in 
Michigan, are moving forward. The William E. 
Curtiss branch of our family is working very 
diligently to ensure that we will have a successful 
and enjoyable time. There is more Reunion 
information elsewhere in this issue. And we are 
planning a special mailing in late May or early 
June that will contain all the details and the 
registration form. There will be a program for 
any children who are too young or do not wish to 
sit through the meeting and program. So don’t 
hesitate or opt not to attend because you have 
children. 


Non-members are always welcome to attend the 
Annual Meeting/Reunion. They cannot vote on 
any issues that come up for consideration. But 
we are always pleased to have new people attend 
with the hope that some may feel we have a lot to 
offer for the $10 annual membership fee. 


We do not charge for inquiry investigations. Art 
Hutchinson and Dick and Mary Perry successfully, 
from the amassed information held by the Society, 
respond directly to many of the inquiries received. 
And the others appear here, in this publication, in 
the hope that one of the members may have the 
answer or at least a lead. I am told that the 
volume of information we have and our ability to 
respond to so many inquiries is gaining much 
recognition in genealogical circles. 


On May 23 (the last I heard), the Stratford 
Historical Society will be having its Grand Re- 
Opening. The addition to. their facilities, which 
has doubled the amount of digole? area, will be 
complete. One of the featured items at the 
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Opening will be the Curtis/Curtiss Quilt which 
was sent to Richmond by Judith Curtis 
MacMurray on behalf of her mother. At the 1992 
Reunion, the members voted to donate it to the 
Stratford Society. They were delighted to receive 
our gift. | am planning to attend the Re-Opening 
festivities. If you would like further information, 
you can contact me or the Stratford Historical 
Society, Box 382, Stratford, CT 06497. 


Until July, when I hope to see no more 


Sa 


snowbanks. 


Thanks For The New Data: 
Alice Carlson... 


> Member Alice A. Carlson has provided all new 
information concerning Thaddeus’ Curtiss, his 
marriages, descendants and _ related lines. 
Thaddeus and his father were Rev. War veterans. 
The line is: Aaron®, James* *, Benjamin’, John’, 
John' & Elizabeth (Hutchins) Curtiss. Anyone 
interested in this line should contact Alice at 186 
Ready Lane, Munith, MI 49259 or Art Hutchinson. 
Thanks, Alice, for the detailed and _ well- 
documented information. +} 


54" Meeting/Reunion Information... 


> A preliminary agenda for our meeting August 
14, 1993 and some additional information have 
been provided by our hosts, the MI seacendants of 
William® E. Curtiss. 


The meeting will be in the “old schoolhouse", 
Portland Road, Lake Odessa, MI. The schedule 
for the day is presently planned as follows: 


9:00-11:00: Opening remarks & business meeting. 
11:00-11:30: Area historical society speakers. 
11:30-12:00: MI Society Historian, Lois Curtiss. 
12:00-1:15: Buffet style luncheon. 

1:15-2:30: Presentations by area talent. 


Several events are being planned for the after- 
noon. We will break up around 2:30 to allow 
everyone to enjoy the events of their choice. 
Plans for a separate children’s program are 
underway. A local travel agency, Witte Travel, 1- 
800-253-0210, will be happy to assist anyone with 
local arrangements. The nearest airport is at 
Grand Rapids and is 20 minutes from the meeting 
site. Rental cars are available as well as pickup 


service. Recommended Grand Rapids hotels are 
the Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza, the Hampton Inn 
and the Red Roof Inn. 


Additional details, maps; etc. will be provided by 
the special mailing planned for late April or early 
May. The MI Curtisses are looking forward to 
meeting their other Curtiss relatives! So 


Today’s News: Margaretta Zimmerman... 


> Life member Margaretta Maude Zimmerman 
was recognized recently in a full-page article in 
the Summer 1992 issue of Trail Breakers, the 
newsletter of the Clark County (WA) Genealogical 
Society. Liberal extracts from the article follow. 


Margaretta was the organizer and first President 
of the CCGS and is a descendant of Clark County 
pioneers. She was born at Salmon Creek on 
August 31, 1911 to Martha Estella Tenny and 
Arthur Holabert Brown. Her great grandparents, 
Joseph Hill Goddard and Hester Ann Hendricks, 
came west by covered wagon in 1852 and settled 
in Clark County on a donation land claim at 
Salmon Creek. He was a member of the 
Territorial Legislature and walked to sessions at 
Olympia. Hester Goddard started the Salmon 
Creek School. 


After graduating from Vancouver High School in 
1928, Margaretta attended Northwestern School 
of Commerce in Portland, OR. Later she secured 
a civil service job working for the Columbia 
National Forest Service from 1933 until 1941. 
She was married to Arbra Wayne Zimmerman at 
St. James Parish House on September 20, 1933 by 
Rev. Fr. John B. Egan. The son of Clark County 
pioneers, Edward Gabriel Zimmerman and Martha 
Higdon, Arbra was born at Glenwood on March 
17, 1904. Living on the farm their entire married 
life, they ran a chicken hatchery and sold eggs. 
Together they raised a family of 6 children. 


The busy life on the farm with a growing family 
was reason enough for her decision to relinquish 
her job and remain at home. In 1966, Margaretta 
was selected as Clark County Mother of the Year, 
the same honor received several years earlier by 
her mother, Martha Tenny, who had 11 children. 


The Zimmerman children were ath dorgg in 


Vancouver. The eldest, Mary Frances, was born 
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on March 22, 1938 and is in charge of the 
chemistry lab at Providence hospital in Portland 
where she has worked for 31 years. Mary is 
single and lives at Glenwood with her mother. 
The next child, Dr. Carol Jeanne, was born on her 
mother’s birthday, August 31, 1941, and married 
Ross M. McFadyen. She is director of a nursing 
program in Sheridan, WY. The first son, Edward 
Arthur, was born June 2, 1943 and is married to 
Mary Elizabeth Aylmer. He teaches in the math 
department of Tacoma Community College. 
Donald Leland was born August 3, 1945 and is 
married to Faye Ida Adolphson. He is employed 
as a machinist at Spokane Diesel. Raymond Mark 
was born February 16, 1950 and is married to 
Arlene Elaine Brown. William Frederick, the 
youngest of the clan, was born on August 28, 
1953 and is married to Margaret Lee Tribe. Bill 
is the farmer in the family. There are 12 
grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. 


Margaretta still lives on the 60 acre farm at 
Glenwood that she came to as a bride. During 
their first 25 years of marriage, the Zimmermans 
lived in the house that Arbra was born in. The 
Zimmerman farm is a Centennial Farm, and has 
been in the family for 5 generations. Arbra’s 
grandparents, Gabriel Zimmerman and Janette 
Vincent, were the first of the family to come to 
Clark County in 1872. They donated land for the 
first school at Glenwood. Arbra passed away on 
October 22, 1980 and is buried in the Goddard 
Cemetery at Salmon Creek. + 


- _ by Arthur Hutchinson _ 


> My search for a replacement lineage-linked 
database program has narrowed to The Master 
Genealogist [TMG], the creation of Bob Velke who 
is president of Wholly Genes, Inc., 6868 Ducketts 
Lane, Elk Ridge, MD 21227. The program is not 
yet shipping [expected in April or May], however 
a demo version is available by writing to this 
address. The program is essentially unlimited in 
the number of records and quantity of 
information it can accept. ‘As the pre-release 
literature says, "the design of TMG was based on 
the nrincinle that serianus genealogical research is 
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an evolutionary process — one which involves 
much more than the mere collection of family 
data. It is a process of collecting evidence, 
drawing conclusions, using those conclusions to 
direct future research, and then re-evaluating 
those conclusions as new evidence comes to light. 


"Unlike many research tools, TMG offers you the 
opportunity to record all of your evidence in 
structured fields (not just notes) — even when 
the evidence conflicts. When it comes time to re- 
evaluate the ’facts,’ you are always armed with all 
of the evidence — not just your previous 
conclusions. This is a fundamental concept of 
paper-based genealogical research systems." 


TMG has some fairly stiff hardware and software 
requirements as may well be imagined. The 
computer must be a IBM compatible 80386SX or 
higher, MS-DOS version 4.0 or higher (version 5.0 
recommended), a 3.5" floppy disk drive, at least 
3MB disk space, and at least 2.5MB extended or 
expanded memory (however, more than 4MB is 
recommended). Also recommended, but not 
required, are a mouse, disk cache software, anda 
memory manager (or MS-DOS version 6.0) to free 


up conventional memory. + 


Extremely Curtis... 


> Humans have always been fascinated by 
extremes — the biggest, fastest, tallest, shortest, 
least, most, etc. — and our family is no different. 
A little digging into the available Curtis archives 
has produced some "records" of our own. 
"Longevity" and "progeny" are presented in this 
issue. In later issues, marriage records and 
miscellaneous topics, such as the longest male and 
female name, tallest and shortest Curtis, most 
Curtis lines, will be given — plus whatever else 
the membership may think of and submit. We 
challenge you to break our records — submit your 
candidates now! With profound apologies to 
Guiness and Ripley, the following is presented: 


Longevity 
Longest life [female]: Rosetta Berthena® Curtis 
who lived 100 years, 11 months and 13 days [b. 
27 Sep 1837; d. 9 Sep 1938]. Hey dinggwas Hall 


D.’, Ambrose®, Jesse®, Daniel*, Isaac’ *, Richard! 
Curtis of Dorchester & his 2" wife, Sarah Howe. 
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Longest life [male]: There are two candidates but 
neither life span is known with precision. 


® Stephen? Curtis who probably lived in excess of 
100 years [b. 8 Mar 1693/4; d. about 1794]. His 
line was Isaac”, Richard’ Curtis of Dorchester & 
his 2°¢ wife, Sarah Howe. 


® Charles Henry’ *” Booth who lived over 100 
years but the exact period is unknown [b. 1803; 
d. 29 May 1904]. His lines were: © William® 
Booth, Lucy’ Curtis, Henry’ Curtiss, Ephraim’, 
Joseph*, John® *, John' Curtiss & Elizabeth 
Hutchins; and, @ Mary Ann® Lewis, Joseph® * 
Lewis, Hannah? Curtis, John’, John’ Curtiss & 
Elizabeth Hutchins. 


Progeny 


Father of the most children by more than one’ 


wife: Zachariah* Curtis [b. 13 Sep 1719; d. 14 
May 1805] had 24 or 25 children by two wives. 
He had 12 or 13 children [the record is uncertain] 
by his 1* wife, Mary Ann ( ) and 12 by his 
2™ wife, Lena Wheeler. His line was Joseph* ?, 
Thomas’ Curtis of Wethersfield. 


Mother of the most children by more than one 
husband: Etta Ann? Curtis [b. 16 Dec 1877; d. 7 
Jul 1963] had 15 children by four husbands: two 
by the first, James E. Peterson; four by the 
second, Jefferson B. Noland; four by the third, 
Clyde Junkin; and, five by the fourth, James 
Officer Vaughn. Her line was James Henry’, 
Alanson’, Israel®, Ashbel®, David* *, Joseph?, 
Thomas’ Curtis of Wethersfield. 


Father of the most children by one wife: Reuben? 
Curtiss [b. 13 May 1757; d. 14 Dec 1816] had 
seventeen children by his wife, Silence Allen [b. 5 
Sep 1757; d. 2 Aug 1834]. His line was 
Matthew’, Josiah?, William?, John’ Curtiss & 
Elizabeth Hutchins. 

Mother of the most children by one husband: A 
tie at 15 children. 


® Martha> Munson [b. 2 Apr 1729; d. 19 Oct 


1811] had 15 children by her husband, Ambrose 
- Doolittle [b. 23 Nov 1719; d. 25 Sep 1793]. Her 
line was Rebecca‘ Curtiss, Thomas’, John’, John! 
Curtiss & Elizabeth Hutchins. 


®@ Frances Eva’ Curtis [b. 17 Feb 1869; d. ?] had 
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15 children by her husband, Ozias Harward. Her 
line was John White® Curtis, Enos’ Curtice, 
Edmund®, Jeremiah®, Caleb*, Samuel’, Caleb?, 
Richard' Curtice & Sarah Carwithey. 


Most issue in two successive descendant 
generations: . A total of 85 children and 
grandchildren. [The 85 had 145 spouses between 
them] Enos’ Curtice [b. 9 Oct 1783; d. 1 Jun 
1856] had two wives and 18 children. Two of his 
sons each had three wives, with a total of 35 
children between them [17 & 18]. The Curtice 
line is Edmund®, Jeremiah*®, Caleb*, Samuel’, 
Caleb’, Richard' Curtice & Sarah Carwithey. + 


Membership Update... 


> As of March 1993, we have: life members 23; 
single members 186; couples 54; minors 5; and, 
3 honorary members for a total of 325. Also, in 
the "Is our face red department?,” please correct 
the Grimmett entry on page 4 of the last issue to 
read "Iris E. Grimmett" vice her husband, "Charles 
A. Grimmett." Our apologies to Iris and thanks to 
her for correcting the record. [You know, Iris, if 
you can get your husband to join, we wouldn’t 
really be wrong, just early. How about it?] 


New Life Member 
Margaretta Zimmerman ...... 9504 NE 119th St 
Vancouver, WA 98662-1109 


New Members 
Lee R. Christiansen ....... Saas PO Box 1442 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 

Thomas A. & Bonnie B. Curtis 12003 Woodholm Ct. 
Tega Cay, SC 29715 

Margie George .............. Rte. 2, Box 163 
Goliad, TX 77963 

Robert D. Johnson .......... 17664 148th Ave 
Spring Lake, MI 49456 


Virginia C. Keville ................. 6 Vine St. 
Manchester, MA 01944 
Otto Knapp... ieee ceew ae aae 168 W. Franklin 
Bloomingdale, IL 60108 


Patricia A. Monroe ........... 3040 Crest Drive 
Clearwater, FL 34619 


Address Changes 
Ms. Gwendolyn Binns . 1600 W. White Oak #208 
Independence, MO 64050 

Miss Margaret Luther Curtiss .. 4707 Bromley St. 
RichméddiVi6a3226 

Ms. Doris Martin ...... 1600 W. White Oak #208 
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Independence, MO 64050 

. 5225 S. Prince 
Littleton, CO 80123 
Timothy H. Tefft ............. 4 Church Street 


Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Morey . 


> Curtis-related queries are published, without 
cost, when we have been unable to fully answer 
for not at all] from the Society archives or the 
computerized database. As we have asked before, 
please take the time to review them and to help 
if you have any lead, no matter how small or 
seemingly unimportant it may appear to you. If 
a query is answered, be sure to send a copy of the 
response to either Mary Permy or Arthur 
Hutchinson so the information can become 
centrally available for future researchers. Queries 
are numbered consecutively throughout the four 
issues of the calendar year. 


Corrections to earlier queries. 93-5: Monroe Co. 
is in NY, not MI as given. 93-16: The correct 
address for Howard D. Curtis is 10828 12" SW, 
Seattle, WA 98146. And finally, at the end of the 
list of queries, it should have read "Queries 
numbered 93-13 through 93-16 in this issue are 
from non-members . . ." rather than 93-14 
through 93-17. Our apologies for any 
inconvenience these typos may have caused. 


93-25: Does anyone have more information 
about James Curtiss? He was b. 13 Sep 1847, 
Burlington, CT and d. 20 Sep 1864 in 
Andersonville Prison during the Civil War. James® 
was the son of Major’ Curtiss and Clarissa Dowd. 
Their lineage was: Simeon®, Joshua’, Joseph’, 
Thomas’, John”, John' & Elizabeth (Hutchins) 
Curtiss. [James C. Curtiss, 741 Blackbird Landing, 
Townsend, DE 19734] 

93-26: Does anyone know the burial location of 


Abner Curtiss? Abner was a Rev. War. Veteran; 
b. Wallingford. CT. 27 Jan 1719: d. Farmineton 
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CT, 1799; son of Joseph* Curtiss and Martha 
Collins. Their lineage was: Thomas*, John’, 
John’ & Elizabeth (Hutchins) Curtiss. [Margaretta 
M. Zimmerman, 9504 N.E. 119th Street, 
Vancouver, WA 98662-1109, (206) 573-2207] 


93-27: Would like any information on Timothy 
Curtis of Sandgate, VT. His last known record 
was 1835 when he deeded property to his son, 
Burlin Curtis. Extracted from Gen. Soc. of VT 
Branches & Twigs, 22:1. [Edna R. Baldwin, 65 
Hiwon, Conroe, TX 77304] 


93-28: What is the line of Relief Curtis? She was 
b. Stoughton, MA, 14 Mar 1745/6 and d. Sharon, 
MA, 24 Aug 1838 having m. Bridgewater, MA, aft. 
16 Jun 1764 Peter Dunbar. Relief was the dau. of 
Theophilus Curtis, b. Braintree, MA, 25 Jul 1710, 
m. Elizabeth Thayer, b. 11 Sep 1711. Relief was 
the grand dau. of Moses & Dorothy Curtis of 
Braintree. [Anne Swanson Benson, 352 Woodland 
Ave, Williamsport, PA 17701, (717) 326-1080] 


93-29: Was John M. Curtis an English immigrant 
or a member of an earlier line? The "M." may 
stand for Martin. Local histories say he was a 
physician trained in England and lived for a while 
in Boston, MA; Chatham, Canada; PA (around 
1819); and, finally, to Woodland (around 1854), 
Barry Co., MI where he d. between Jan 1857 and 
Jan 1860. However, his son, John Nelson Curtis, 


b. PA 1819, d. Woodland 1890, said John M. was 


b. CT. A Wellington Curtis came to Woodland at 
the same time. [Kent M. Curtis, 138 Knowland 
Dr., Battle Creek, MI 49017] 


93-30: What is the line of Almira Curtis? She 
was b. Hartford, CT, 14 Jun 1783 and died 
Woodstock, WI, 13 May 1857 having m. 1803 
Elisha Satterlee. [Gaylene Castaneda, 3602 
Richmond Dr., Fort Collins, CO 80526] 


93-31: What is the line of Lillie May Curtis? She 
was b. 4 Apr 1865, location unknown, d. Fort 
Collins, CO, 1964 and m. Laporte, IN, 22 Feb 
1881 Lafayette Steele who d. NE. They lived in 
Cedar Rapids and Fullerton, NE. Their son, 
Leonard Steele, lived for a time in Columbus, NE 
and had a son, Gaylord, who lived in Fort Collins. 
[Gaylene Castaneda, see 93-30 for address. ] 


93-32: What is the line of AmasA5Coirti89 He m. 
Eunice Richmond and they had a dau. Eunice, b. 
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Partridgeville (later Peru), MA in 1802, who m. 
Isaac Andrus. This couple moved to MI, WI and 
finally settled in MN. [Marion G. Gabrielsen, 142 
West Hook Rd., Hopewell Junction, NY 12533] 


93-33: Looking for the line of Lyman Curtis? He 
was b. around Burlington, VT, 1806, d. Quincy, 
Logan Co., OH, 4 Dec 1891 having m. 1834 
Rachel (Crispell or Chrispal) Rice, b. NY, d. 1867. 
Their son, Edwin F. Curtis, b. Six Lakes, 
Montcalm Co., MI, 31 Aug 1848, d. Urbana, 
Champaigh Co., OH, 9 Aug 1923, m. 5 Dec 1872 
Anna Emeline Leffler, b. Hillsboro, OH, 13 Feb 
1853, d. Urbana, OH, 15 Jul 1931. [Vernon L. 
Curtis, 275 Sterling Ave., Apt. 310, Sharon, PA 
16146, (412) 347-4393] 


[Queries numbered 93-28 through 93-33 in this 


issue are from non-members of the Society. If you - 


are able to assist them, please take the opportunity 
_to suggest membership in the Society. Remember, 
please provide copies of responses to Arthur 
Hutchinson or Mary Perry so that the information 
may be shared with all through the database and 
archives. ] : + 


Re Earlier Queries: ... 

> Whenever information is received relating to 
earlier queries, it will be noted here. Clues, 
suggestions and answers are equally welcome. 
Clues will eventually lead to answers and yours 
may be the one that causes the breakthrough. 


93-3: Alan G. Teague postulates an interesting 
solution to this query in the following: 


Alan calls our attention to pages 114 and 204 of 
Harlow Curtis’ 1953 A Genealogy of the Curtiss- 
Curtis Family of Stratford, Connecticut and 
suggests that the Leva’, put forth as the dau. of 
William Preston’ (p. 114), is most likely Leva’, 
dau. of William Preston® (p. 204). William 
Preston’ d. 23 Jan 1792 and his widow d. 1 Oct 
1801. Harlow noted that there was no guardian- 
ship record for Leva while there was for his son, 
William Preston*, bap. Woodbury, CT, 16 Jun 
1793. However, there would not need to be such 
a record if she were the dau. of William Preston®. 
Alan goes on to say, "I have a feeling that Harlow 
Curtis tried to attach Leva to William Preston’ 
Curtis because the time between the birth of 
William Preston® Curtis and Leva’s marriage in 
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1828 seems a little tight. Actually, we do not 
know exactly when William Preston® Curtis was 
born. He was baptized June 16, 1793. His father 
was reported to have ’m.c.’ 1791 and died Jan. 
23, 1792. William Preston® Curtis could have 
been born no later than 1792 and might have 
even been born in 1791. Leva Curtis could easily 
have been born around 1810 when William 


’ Preston? would have been about 19 and thus 


Leva’s marriage in 1828 is reasonable. 


"We know that some of our ancestors had a 
propensity for using their middle names a great 
deal. If we keep that thought in mind, and keep 
in mind the proposed lineage that I have 
presented above we have...: 


Preston Curtis becomes William Preston® Curtis 
David Gillet Goodwin becomes G. Goodwin 
Betsey Benham could be ___ Susanna ___." 


[Note that this scenario would place Leva and her 
proposed parents in Middlebury, where she was 
married and where they both died, rather than in 
Woodbury where the baptism of William Preston® 
places his parents. 


All-in-all, this seems to be a very workable 
hypothesis. We recommend that those interested in 
this line give it serious consideration and let us 
know the results. ] 


93-18: Benjamin T. Curtis III was able to add to 
the available information from a beautifully hand- 
scribed genealogy prepared by his grandfather, 
Lamson Scovill’ Curtis (22 Oct 1845 - 17 Nov 
1914). The genealogy states that Sarah® was 
Lamson’s aunt and d. 1878, the dau. of Thomas? 
Curtis and Lorena Hinman. [This line is Thomas‘, 
Benjamin’, Isaac”, Richard' of Dorchester & 
Wallingford.] The genealogy gives 7 children for 
Thomas and Lorena and their situation in 1881: 
1. Maria (living in Grovelands, NY with Mrs. J. W. 
Vance); 2. Elizabeth (living Stratford, CT); 3. 
Benjamin Talmadge, b. 2 Dec 1795, whose line is 
followed; 4. Jarvis, d. 1856/8; 5. Cornellus (living 
NY or Brooklyn); 6. Sarah; and, 7. Susan Strong 
(living in Weston, OH). Unfortunately, the 
genealogy does not indicate the m. of any of 
Lamson’s aunts (except possibly Susan "Strong") 
or their b. dates. Ben had presenteg arcppy and 
transcription of the genealogy (prepared ca. 1881) 
the Society in 1990; however, it is one of several 
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items that has not yet been entered into the 
database. Thanks, Ben, for the response. 


93-22: Ruth E. (Beardsley) Parker either resolved 
or further complicated this query. Ruth provided 
an extract from the 1951 Beardsley Genealogy: The 
Family of William Beardsley. One of The First 
Settlers of Stratford, Connecticut [comp. & ed. by 
Nellie Judson (Beardsley) Holt and Charles 
Eleazer Holt; W. Hartford, CT] which states on p. 
29 that Abigail Beardsley, bap. Stratfield, CT 21 
Jul 1734, m. 10 Jan 1760 Judson Curtis. This 
Abigail is the dau. of Benjamin & Deborah 
(Summers) Beardsley. While this work reads as 
if it was well researched, it does not provide the 
citations necessary to follow the trail of proofs. It 
seems we may now have three possibilities for 
Abigail’s line. Reprints of the Holt book are 
available from University Microfilms International 
(1-800-521-0600) for $160. We are grateful to 
Ruth for her thoughtfulness in sending this 
reference, and her kindness in photocopying the 
first three generations and Curtis connections 
_ from this book. They. will be a great help in tying 
together the many early Curtis interconnections 
with the Beardsley family in Stratford, CT. 


[Our special thanks to Ruth and Ben — who not 
only went to the trouble to look into these problems 
but who followed up and provided the information 
to us — and, once again, to Alan who has beena 
consistent source of quality ideas and information. 
Those of us who "work" queries for our Society will 
vouch for how much time and effort can be 
involved. Thanks again to all!] } 


Courtesy Announcements... 


> The Frisbie/Frisbee annual reunion will be 
held at Falmouth Square Inn, Falmouth, MA, 16- 
19 Sep 1993. Contact Robert Phelan [24 Sand 
Castle Dr., East Falmouth, MA 02536, (507) 457- 
9147] for reunion details. Contact our member 
Bill MHenry [1001 Ford Rd., Vestal, NY 13850- 
3234] if you are interested in joining the 
organization. 


> The Descendants of the Founders of Ancient 
Windsor [DFAW, PO Box 39, Windsor, CT 06095] 
will mark their 10 anniversary 25 Sep 1993 with 
a genealogy workshop. The workshop is open to 
all. Anyone interested may contact the DFAW at 


the address above. Provided by our member 
Barbara Mathews [18 Blossom St., Lexington, MA 
02173] who is their membership secretary. + 


Who Owned the Curtis Brothers Circus? 


> Non-member Margo Cronin wmites: "Our 
community owns a 1911 Parker carousel (merry- 
go-round) which was purchased from a Curtis 
Brothers Circus in lowa in 1925. We know that 
this was a traveling carnival from a ticket we 
found down inside one of the horses. We are 
seeking information about the family who owned 
this machine, as we want to get it registered with 
the Historical Society. We've contacted the Iowa 
Historical Society and several newspapers, but 
have received no help. This is one of only about 
150 all wooden carousels that remain in the 
United States. We have it all beautifully restored 
and it runs on Sunday from 2:00 ’till 4:00 from 
Memorial Day ’till Labor Day, and _ other 
celebration days, as well as being rented for 
weddings, reunions, school classes, etc. We 
would very much appreciate any information you 
could give us." Margo may be reached at 417 N. 
Monroe St., Waterloo, WI 53594, (414) 478-2465. 


We hope that some reader will be able to help 
Margo identify the Curtis Brothers, owners of the 
circus. Surely there were articles and notices 
about the circus in contemporary newspapers that 
could lead to a full identification. Members in JA 
and surrounding states can be of great assistance 
by reviewing the local library files for the period 
1890-1910. Please let us, as well as Mrs. Cronin, 
know if anything is found. +f 


Who was Bridget (_?_) Shaw? 


> The following is adapted from research done 
by Mary Curtis Perry and is used with the 
permission of her client. 


The origins of Bridget (_?_) who m. Comfort? 
Shaw abt. 1788 have never been established from 
primary sources, but the preponderance of 
evidence strongly supports her being the dau. of 
Thomas* Curtis (of Stonington, CT & Westerly, 
RI) and his wife, Bridget* Crandall, and the sister 
of Thomas? and Joseph? Curtis. TEE il begins 
from a family letter which states, "Ella Shaw Cook 
knew her great- grandmother, Bridget. was a 
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Curtis.". There were numerous Crandall-Curtis- 
Shaw intermarriages in the five generations 
surrounding Bridget’s, including those of her 
probable brother Thomas’ and his children, plus 
the close relationship of the family of her 
probable brother Joseph® who were witnesses to 
the will of Bridget’s husband, Comfort® Shaw. 
This will, recorded Stephentown, NY 14 Jan 1848, 
names his wife, Bridget. 


Thomas* Curtis [James?, Isaac’, Thomas’ of 
Wethersfield] m. Westerly, RI, 30 Apr 1760, 
Bridget* Crandall, dau. Peter’ Crandall and 
Bridget Brownell (Shrieves). Their recorded issue 
are: ® Thomas’, b. Westerly 6 Feb/Mar 1761, d. 
16 Apr 1843, m. 12 Jun 1784 Thankful Crandall, 
9 children; @ John’, b. Westerly abt. 1763; and, 
©@ Joseph’, b. 16 Feb 1773, d. Montrose, Lee Co., 
IA, abt. 1848, m. 1794/5 Alsa D. Brockway. 


Surely there were unrecorded issue in the 10 
years between John® and Joseph*. Harlow Curtis 
noted in a 1966 letter that a Col. Curtis believed 
there were also three sisters in this family, 
Bridget, Elizabeth and Ann(a). Since Comfort® 
Shaw was b. 1767, it is feasible that his wife 
could have been born about the same time. 


A number of Stonington and Westerly families 
associated with the Curtis and Shaw families 
moved to Stephentown, NY. These include Davis, 
Niles, Brockway, Crandall and Cook. Several are 
shown on the Stephentown 1784 map and 1790 
census list. 


Joseph® Curtis m. Alsa D. Brockway, b. 30 Jun 
1773 in Stephentown, dau. of Justus Brockway & 
Alsa Gardner. Her brother, George W., m. 1* 
Susannah Shaw and 2™ Susannah Babcock. His 
sons, John S. and David, by his 2" wife witnessed 
the will of Comfort® Shaw. 


Thomas” Curtis m. Thankful Crandall. Thankful 
and Thomas’ mother, Bridget, were descended 
from Elder John® Crandall. Four of Thomas? and 
Thankful’s children m. Crandall’s, including the 
youngest named Bridget, as did a grandson, 
Samuel’ Curtis. In that same generation, Seraph’ 
Crandall, b. 19 Nov 1807, dau. of John Dodge 
and Thankful® Curtis Crandall, m. Elijah? Shaw, a 
son of Comfort® Shaw and Bridget (_?_), further 
reinforcing the family closeness. — 


Thomas’? Curtis of Wethersfield had a son, Isaac’, 
b. abt. 1647, who m. Hannah (__) and moved to 
Stonington. He d. there 11 May 1725. His son, 
James’ Curtis, b. Stonington 2 Feb 1690, m. 4 Jul 
1711 Anna? Shaw, dau.’of Daniel? Shaw and Ruth 
Williams, creating the first documented 
relationship between these two well-established 
English immigrant families. 


The first Comfort* Shaw, who m. Ruth Lanphere, 
was son of Daniel? Shaw and Hopestill Eliot and 
a nephew of James Curtis and Anna Shaw. The 
2 Comfort? Shaw, b. 1742, m. Susannah 
Crandall, cementing the long-lasting triumvirate 
of the Curtis-Crandall-Shaw families. John* Curtis 
of Stonington, son of James® Curtis and Anna 
Shaw, m. Margaret Davis, widow of his brother, 
James*. They named their first son, b. 1746, 
Comfort’, reflective of the close relationship with 
Comfort* and Comfort® Shaw. In the following 
generation, Comfort® Shaw and Bridget (_?_) 
named a dau., b. 1794, Content, as did Thomas° 
& Thankful (Crandall) Curtis a year later when a 
dau. was b. 1795. Another example of repeated 
uncommon names in these families is that of 
Judith Crandall and Thomas® Curtis who named 
a son Pardon in 1815, echoing the name that 
Bridget and Comfort® Shaw had given a son of 
theirs earlier in 1791. 


Although there is no primary documentation of 
the family origins of Bridget (_?_) Shaw, surely 
the "preponderance of the evidence" strongly, 
supports her being b. Bridget® Curtis, dau. of 
Thomas‘ and Bridget (Crandall) Curtis, and sister 
of Thomas? and Joseph’ Curtis. 


[The original study and more detailed information 
are available from the author, Mary Curtis Perry. 
Mary would welcome any additional information 


concerning these families. ] t 


Did you know... 


that the Curtis Islands are part of the Kermadec 
Islands, a volcanic group 500 miles north-east of 
Auckland? They are a dependancy of New 
Zealand, annexed in 1887. There is also a Curtis 
Island, just off the eastern coast of Queensland, 
Australia. The sandy, wooded island is 30 miles 
long, 10 miles wide, and rises 425 fegtgbpag sea 
level. + 
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Society Publications... 


A Genealogy of the Curtiss Family. Frederic Haines 
Curtiss. [1903] 252 pages. Higginson Books 
reprint. 

Hardback .. Members: $43/Non-members: $50 
Paperback . . Members: $35/Non-members: $42 


A Genealogy of the Curtiss-Curtis Family of 
Stratford, CT. A Supplement to the 1903 edition. 
Harlow Dunham Curtis. [1953]. 585 pages. 
Higginson Books reprint. 

Hardback .. Members: $65/Non-members: $85 
Paperback . . Members: $57/Non-members: $77 


A Genealogy of the Curtiss-Curtis Family. A 
Supplement to the Supplement of 1953. Charles 
Juan Jacobs. [1975]. 19 + 10 pages. [soft 
DOMUGT 6 icucy Gee kek wd ace a fle eee ae $5 


Richard Curtice, Master Mariner. A Genealogy of 
Richard Curtice of Salem, MA, and Southold, Long 
Island, whose Father appears to have been The 
Master Mariner. Harlow Dunham Curtis. [1955]. 
£02 pages, [vardback].. 3 io 85d oe. Se $15. 


Descendants of Richard Curtis (1610-1681) of 
Dorchester, MA and Wallingford, CT. Harlow 


FROM: 


Dunham Curtis [1956] 418 + 68 pages. 
[Unbound photocopy of typescript] ..... $50 


1993 Membership List i224 ccevia vee $2.50 


The prices above are postpaid. Send orders to 
Bonita Kish [4468 River Road, Perry, OH 44081- 
9625] with checks payable to Judith Waldron. 


Photocopies of material from the Society archives 
are priced on a case-by-case basis since some of 
the material is fragile and difficult to reproduce. 
Some may require transcription rather than 
copying in order to preserve the material. 
Contact Mary Perry. 


For pedigree charts, Family Group Records [FGR], 
Ahnentafel charts, etc. from the database, contact 


tJ 


Arthur Hutchinson. ate 


Be There Aug. 14, 1993!! 
54" Annual Meeting/Reunion 
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Mark Your Calendar! 


Make This The... 


"Greatest Reunion Yet" | 


Surtis Research in GB... 

> Member Leslie Edwards and her husband, 
toy, have begun Curtis research in Great Britain 
vith some preliminary reviews and exploratory 
rips. [See the Jul 1992 "Chronicle", p. 9, for 
elated article] Their first, and very preliminary, 
eport shows a level of scholarship and care 
nuch to be admired. The Edwards’ are certainly 
qualified for the research effort [Leslie is 
reparing for professional exams and Roy is 
vorking on a research degree] and they have a 
ersonal interest in Curtis research. As the 
esults unfold, they will be summarized in the 
thronicle. If you have the results of other Curtis 
esearch in GB or wish to help support their 


efforts, please contact Dick Perry. Those familiar 
with the NEHGS "Great Migration Study Project” 
will be pleased to note that the Edwards’ are also 
doing some work on this project. We are indeed 
fortunate to have this couple in the Society. 
Thank you, Leslie and Roy! + 


From the President's Desk... 


The holidays are behind us and we are into a 
new year. I extend to each of you my hope that 
your holidays were everything that you desired 
and anticipated. And I extend sincere wishes 
that you will know health, happiness and pros- 
perity in the New Year. 


It is not too early to think about the 1993 Annu- 
al Meeting/Reunion. We hope that you will try 
to join the gathering this year. The date is 


Saturday, August 14, 1993. The location will be 


Ionia County, MI (east of Grand Rapids). The 
descendants of William E. Curtiss (8 genera- 
tion) will be our hosts. They are already hard at 
work to ensure that we have a wonderful visit to 
their area. There will be speakers to discuss 


local history, tours of local historic points of 
interest, tours of local farms, and much more. 
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The area has many attractions to encourage you 
to include the Reunion in your vacation plans - 
Gerald Ford Museum, John Ball Zoo, museums, 
antique malls, dinner boat, dinner train, and 
more. We hope that changing the location for 


the Reunion (for the first time in the history of — 


the Society) will allow additional members to 
attend, for whom the trip to Connecticut was too 
far. There are quite a number of members in 
Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Iowa, and IIlinois. 1 am 
looking forward to meeting all of you! 


We will have additional information in the Apr 
issue of the Chronicle. A special mailing will b 
made in May or June which will include 
schedule for the Reunion, a registration forn 
and accommodation information. © 


Since our 1992 Reunion, we have gained 

number of new members and several new Lil 
Members. I am very pleased about this increas 
because it shows support and a wish by all « 
you to have our Society continue and prospe 
You will find a list of new members and or 
membership numbers elsewhere in this issue. 


The Quilt is now in the possession of the Stra 
ford Historical Society. I have not been informe 
of the date for the Grand Re-Opening, after thei 
extensive building project. But I do plan t 
attend. The Quilt is to be one of the feature 
items. The donor and her family are extremel 
pleased with our decisions about the quilt. 


So remember, mark you calendar, and save th 
date - Saturday, August 14, 1993. 


Happy New Year! Barkan 


[We thought Barbara, who lives in NY’s infamou 
snow belt, would appreciate the "Snow Cap” for 


as lead to her article. It is certainly oppropriat 
for the time of year.] © 


The Newtown Historical Society... 

> [P.O. Box 189, Newtown, CT 06470] i 
located in the Matthew” Curtiss Jr. [1746-1824 
house on Main St. in Newtown. Matthew’s lin 
is Matthew‘, Josiah®, William? and John! | 
Elizabeth (Hutchins) Curtiss. 


Descendants of Matthew” will find the NHS ha 
prepared an excellent 20 page booklet, Matthe: 
Curtiss Jr. and His House, published in 198€ 
The NHS continues to research Matthew an 
occasionally publishes new information in the: 
newsletter, The Rooster’s Crow. Daniel Cmiso1 
President of the NHS, is an es C 


our Society. “ 


o> Be There due. 14, 1993! 
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. -Necrology 
Se alice (Curtis) Lewis [Mrs. ‘Leroy 


Member Betsey P. Cutler... 


> is now a council member for the City of Mill 
Valley, Mill Valley, CA. Congratulations, Betsey! 
[Perhaps the city will underwrite a "cultural 
exchange" visit to Ionia Co., MI in August 1993? 
Let us know, Betsey.] + 


A special thanks © this issue to Iris E. Grimmett 
and members Ruth Parker, Nancy Curtiss Horne, 
Rolland C. Curtiss and Gwyne L. Jensen for the 
added information concerning their lines [and 
my apologies to anyone I may have missed]. Also 
our thanks to non-member J. Douglas Bradshaw 
for his line of Virginia Curtis’. [see a review of his 
book elsewhere in this issue.] Although Frederic 
Haines Curtiss notes three or more Curtis’ in 
Virginia between 1621 and 1635, there is little 
information of mid-Atlantic Curtis’ to be found in 
the Society archives. 


My search for a replacement lineage-linked 
database software program continues. Anumber 
of 2" generation programs are now coming on 
the market [PAF, Roots III and similar programs 
are usually considered 1* generation.] and the 
future is bright. John Steed’s newest version of 


Brother’s Keeper is, at least for the time being, 
removed from consideration due to its unaccept- 
able handling of GEDCOM input files, even 
though it is quite highly rated by many people, 
especially for it’s attractive printed reports. For 
those interested, GEDCOM is the industry- 
standard protocol for moving information bet- 
ween genealogical programs. [Every genealogical 
program must do this well; DO NOT BUY any that 
does not.] Both Lineage Master, version 3.0, and 
The Master Genealogist are presently being 
considered. More on this as the results come in. 


Meanwhile, productive work on the PAF-based 
database continues, albeit at a slower pace than 
earlier. Data entry continues but most effort is 
toward merging duplicate entries [such as 
parents entered more than once as different 
children were entered], at removing "anomalies", 
and extending location information. + 


Membership Update... 
> As of December 24, 1992, with renewals still 


coming in, we have: life members 21; single 


members 175; couples 49; minors 5; and, 3 


honorary members for a total of 302. 


New Life Members 
Rolland C. Curtiss ... 11020 Auburn Ave. South 
Seattle, WA 98178-3105 

Edward A. Gillespie ............ 94 Third St. 
Garden City, NY 11530-4406 

Howard H. Peterson ........ 179 MCarer Ave 
Oregon City, OR 97045-3200 
Margaret VonKempf ....... 1543 Walnut Drive 
Palo Alto, CA 94303-2919 


New Members 
Gwendolyn R. Binns . 16917 George Franklyn Dr. 
Independence, MO 64055 


eee 


ee 


Jacqueline Cook......... 898 Curwood Road 
Owosso, Mi 48867 
James Murray Curtis ........ 724 Kevin Court 


Oakland, CA 94621 
Rev. Joel P. Curtiss .. 5567 Whitneyville Ave SE 
[Pres., W- E. Curtiss Soc.] Alto, Ml 49302-9704 


Katie Curtis ................ 724 Kevin Court 
[minor] Oakland, CA 94621 
Lorie Curtis ................ 724 Kevin Court 
[minor] Oakland, CA 94621 
Marguerite Curtiss ..... 82.9f RBB #3, Box 182 
[Mrs. Edwin] Battleboro, VT 05301 
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Sheryl [Mrs. Glenn] Curtis ...... 333 E. 200 N 
Roosevelt, UT 84066 

Roy Edwards ............. 12 Blacklands Dr. 
Hayes, Middlesex, England UB4 8EU 

Grace Eells: os... osc cweie sede 919 South 89 
: West Allis, WI 53214 
Janice Evans ......5..¢...0%0. P.O. Box 446 
Warwick, NY 10990 

Charlies A. Grimmett.......... 41178 Port Dr. 
' Sweet Home, OR 97386 
Thomas F. Hahn .............. P.O. Box 310 
Shepherdstown, WV 25443 

Thomas C., Jamison ....... 8431 Horton Road 
Newtown Square, PA 19073 


Julius Kish ...............-. 4468 River Road 
: Perry, OH 44018 
Deborah M‘intire - 


Trumbull, CT 06611 


Doris J. Martin ..... 16917 George Franklyn Dr. 
Independence, MO 64065 

Nancy R. Purchase ........ 1108 Yorkshire Dr. 
Starkville, MS 39759 

John & Pamela Quist ......... 19 Christian St. 
New Preston, CT 06777 

Susan Sridharan ......... 871 S. Brandt Road 
Grtonville, M| 48462 

Jack Stevens ....... .... 86528 Crest View Dr. 


Fairfax, VA.22031 
Timothy H. Tefft ....... [Address not yet available] 


Marjoria L. Vasku .......... ‘Route 3, Box 314 
pees Willis, TX 77378 
Steven Waldron ............ P.O. Box 35230 
Richmond, VA 23235 
V. Preston Younglove ....... 500 West 34” St. 
Vancouver, WA 98660 

New Annual Honorary Members 
Daniel Cruson, President ........... Box 189 
Newtown Hist. Soc. Newtown, CT 06470 
Vincent Hardy, President............ Box 382 
Stratford Hist. Soc.  —_—_— Stratford, CT 06497 
—__. Address Changes ae 
Betty Behling: .....:...-. 36 Hammock Parkway 
Clinton, CT 06413 
Florence Blacharski ........ ... PO Box 2500 
~ Temecula, CA 92593-2500 
Jeffrey £. Curtiss .............. 647 Hedwig 
Houston, TX 77024 
Richmond H. Curtiss Ill .....°......203 Sky Hill #6 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Thomas R. Curtiss ......... 1903 Royal Street 


New Orleans, LA 70116 


Sharon Curtiss Fay ~......-..-15 Secondo Court. 


_ Local Hina Bangalpetenntene” 


21 Haylot Road: 


“Page « 


Southington, CT 0648 


Karen A. Hill ..............- 17 Merion Roa 
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019-226 

Doris Curtis Morgan ....... 6374 SW 84" Lan 
Ocala, FL 3447: 


Jeannette Squinobal.... 146 Washington Roai 


Woodbury, CT 0679 


Monroe Calculator a Curtiss First... 


> Member Nancy Curtiss Horne has provide 
the following item of interest: Her grandfathei 
George Robert’ Curtiss [b. Kalamazoo, MI, 2 
May 1870; d. Shaker Heights, OH, 3 Sep 1944) 
along with his nephew, Jay Randolph Monroe 
founded the Monroe Calculating Machin 


*Company in 1913. It was the first commerciall 


manufactured machine to add, subtract, multipl 
and divide. At the time, he lived in Sout 
Haven, MI. George Robert”s line is: Georg 
Edward’, Medad’, Robert®, James’, Joseph* ‘ 
John’, John’ & Elizabeth Curtiss. . < 


Book Review... 


> Our thanks to non-member J. Dougla 


‘Bradshaw, who has presented a copy of his book 


_ Ancestors and Descendants of John H. Bradshaw t 
_ Scythia Enfield Fritter of Stafford County, Virgini 
‘sand Allied Families, to the Society. The compile 


"is a retired lawyer, a graduate of Georg 


Washington University Law School (JD 1934 


and a member of the bars of the District c 
Columbia, State of Maryland and of the U. § 
Supreme Court. He served as an electei 
member of the County Council of Montgomer 
County, Md., of the Maryland House o 
Delegates and of the 1967 Constitution 
Convention of Maryland. In World War II h 
served in the European Theatre as an officer i 
the U. S. Navy." (p. 85) 


Mr. Bradshaw chose to present his ancestral line 
through an adaption of the multi-surnam 
approach. While this approach may not seem a 
immediately accessible as one of the more widel 
recognized Register systems, it is not difficult t 
determine or follow each family line. A 
explanation of his system is provided in th 
book’s Introduction. Given Mr. Bradshaw 
training and life’s workgitd$ neQsurprise to fin 
that he is both precise and cautious in drawin 
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conclusions and postulating lineages. I found no 
"leap of faith" put forward as fact. In those 
instances where solid evidence has not been 
found, his rational leading to conclusions is 
carefully explained. Source citations and 
interesting transcripts of documents, such as 
wills, court records and deeds, are included 
throughout the book. Surnames treated in some 
depth are: Bradshaw, Fritter, Fant, Curtis, 
Bullard, Davis, Cross, Berry, Doughtie, Jett and 
Rollow. Naturally, the Curtis line [Chapter VI, 
pages 133-162] is the one of primary interest to 
Society members. This book is especially wel- 
come since there is little in the Society archives 
related to the early mid-Atlantic Curtis lines. 


Chapter VI begins with a review of several of the 
Curtis surname who had an early presence in 
Virginia. These are: John and Thomas who 
came aboard the "Newportes News" in 1621; 
Thomas who was given a grant of 300 acres in 
Charles City Co. in 1636; John who was granted 
200 acres in Accomack Co. in 1654; George who 
was in Accomack Co. in 1664; Giles who was 
granted 300 acres in Lancaster Co. in 1664; and, 
Francis who was transported to Virginia before 
23 Jan 1666. 


Mr. Bradshaw presents as his first Curtis 
ancestor, Richard’ who was born about 1710 and 
who married in 1733, Sarah Jones, daughter of 
George Jones and Anne Philpin of King George 
Co., VA. Only one son of Richard’ is proven: 
George’, born about 1730-1735 in White Oak, 
King George Co., VA. White Oak later became 
part of Stafford Co. due to county boundary line 
changes. Two additional sons are proposed: 
John?, born about 1735, from whom Mr. 
Bradshaw is descended; and, William? who was 
born about 1737 and died about 1809/1810. 
Several descendent generations from George” 
and John? are given. The father of Richard’ is 
not known but a possibility, based on naming 
patterns, is identified as George Curtis. George 
Curtis, son of Thomas of Northumberland Co., 
VA, married Patience, daughter of William 
Blundle. This Thomas’ will was entered into 
probate in 1699 in Northumberland Co. 


The book is Smyth sewn with an attractive green 
linen hard cover and gold stamped lettering. It 
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is 6 by 9 inches and contains xiv + 268 pages, 
including an "every name" index. It was printed 
by The Dietz Press, Richmond, VA, copyright the 
compiler in 1991. Copies are available from Mr. 
Bradshaw for $17 postpaid. VA residents must 
add 68¢ sales tax. Mr. Bradshaw’s address is 
299 Littletown Quarter, Williamsburg, VA 23185. 


[Reviewer’s note: One must use extreme care in 


researching the Curtis surname in VA as there are 
many members of the populous and noted Custis 
family in early VA records. The similarity of 
names, especially when handwritten, provide a 
trap that is all too ready to snare the unwary. 
Arthur Hutchinson] + 


~Curtis/s Queries Stream In... 


> Your friendly network of Curtis researchers 
has experienced a particularly heavy flow of 
queries in the last few months. Quite a few 
members have included questions with their 
membership renewals. Many will be found in 
this issue. We typically publish those which we 
are unable to answer fully [or not at all] from 
the Society archives or the computerized 
database. Please take the time to review them 
and to help if you have any lead, no matter how 
small or seemingly unimportant it may appear to 
you. It could be the final key element that ties 
it all together for someone who has been 
unsuccessfully searching for years. If a query is 
answered, be sure to send a copy of the response 
to either Mary Perry or Arthur Hutchinson so the 
information can become centrally available for 
future researchers. 


Beginning with this issue, queries will be 
consecutively numbered throughout the four 
issues of the calendar y@drof 18¥e hope this 
technique will make future reference to an 
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individual query easier and more precise, 
especially when posting added information. 


Please make the following correction to query 
#4 [page 9, right hand column, line 3] of the 
Oct 1992 issue: Adaline M. Beebe was born 22 
Dec 1824, not 22 Oct 1843 as given. Thanks to 
Alan Teague noting the discrepancy. Although 
a descendant of Deodatus' of Braintree, MA, 
Alan is a long-term researcher of all Curtis lines 
and responds to many requests for assistance. 
Thanks again, Alan! 


93-1: Need death date and location of Eunice” 
Curtiss. She was b. Woodbury, CT, 20 Mar 
1720,*dau. of John* & Johannah (Burr) Curtiss. 
She m. 1 Aug 1739 Abijah Stoddard who was b. 
Woodbury, CT, 28 Feb 1718 and d. Crown Point, 
NY (in what was then Albany Co.), 6 May 1776. 
Her last known child was b. 17 Aug 1760. 
Lineage: Israel*, John’, John’ & Elizabeth 
(Hutchins) Curtiss. [Kathryn Acosta, 2160 
Dorchester Rd, Birmingham, MI 48009] 


93-2: Where was Ella Mason Curtiss born? 
What is the connection between her family and 
the Garfield's (the family of President James A. 
Garfield) who were known to Ella as “cousins”? 
Ella Mason? Curtiss was b. 5 May 1852 and d. 
Cleveland, OH, 24 Jul 1883. She m. 1 Dec 1871 
Howard Whitney White, b. Phillipston, MA, 5 
Dec 1850, d. Cleveland, OH, 6 Jan 1923. 
Lineage: Lester Brace®, Blake’, Ebenezer®, David’, 
James*, Benjamin’, John’, John’ & Elizabeth 
(Hutchins) Curtiss. [Harriet Funk, 5558 Carita 
St., Long Beach, CA 90808] 


93-3: What is the ancestry of Leva/Levey 
(perhaps Mary Lavinia) Curtiss? She m. 
Congregational Church, Middlebury, CT, 1828 
David Gillett Goodwin. They lived in Northfield 
(near Litchfield, CT) for a few years and then 
spent the rest of their lives in north-eastern PA. 
Possibly she was the dau. of Preston & Betsy 
(Benham) Curtiss or:of John Curtiss, as’stated in 
The Goodwins of Hartford. Preston & Betsy 
cannot be located. Does anyone know if they 
existed? [Tanny Gustafson, 1991 Stanford Rd., 
Columbus, OH 43212. Call collect (614) 488- 
pe ee ae More 
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93-6: Seek beeaikoriiieurs with 
_ descendants of Medad’ & Miranda (Thaye! 
. Curtiss. Medad’s lineage: Robert®, James 
Joseph* *, John’, John’ & Elizabeth (Hutchin: 
Curtiss. Seek proof that Robert’ was ‘son ¢ 
‘James. [Nancy Curtiss Horne, 1837 S.E. (22 


_ Isaac’, Daniel*, Isaac® 
[Francs R. Jenne, One Chestnut St., Potsdam, N 


hronicle Page 
‘93-4: What is the surname of Clarinda, b. h 
1828, who m. Nathan’ Curtis, b. Otsego, N' 
Their dau. Addeline® T. Curtis, b. probably N 
1851, m. Orson A. Owen, b. NY, 1842. Linea; 
appears to be: Nathan®, b. Chesterfield, M. 
Luther, Elisha*, Joseph? & Rebecca (_?_ 
William? & (_?_), Thomas’ & Richarder 
(_?_) Curtis. Can anyone help fill in tt 
(_?_)’s? [Thomas Hahn, PO Box 311 
Shepherdstown, WV 25443] 


[Note: Thomas Curtis with wife, Richardene, is | 
the four Curtis brothers from Appledore, co. Ken 
He eventually went to York, ME, and is n 
connected with the William of Nazeing family : 
far as we know. Mary Pern 


93-5: Can anyone identify the line of Truma 
Curtis and wife Rocellany {sic}? They came t 
Monroe Co., NY around 1830. His brother, As 
Curtis and wife Rhoda, joined them circa 183! 
[Karen Hill, 17 Merion Rd., sae! Moon Bay, C 
94019-2265] . 


othe 


Ave., Portland, OR 97214] | 


93-7: Jane White, b. VT, 14 Jul 1808, moved t 
Oswego Co., NY & m. Ashabel/Ashbel’ Curti: 
Seek ancestry of Jane. Extracted from Branche 
& Twigs, bulletin of the Genealogical Society 
Vermont, 21:4. The Curtis line is Isaac Jairus' 
‘2 Richard! of Dorcheste: 


13676] 


93-8: Would like to contact anyone havin 
knowledge of or descent from either: Lucy’, | 
25 Jul 1776, who m. James Coach Carter or he 
brother, Marcus®, b. 19 Sep 1780, who n 
Catherine Newell. They were children of Johr 
Curtiss & Mary Lewis. Both children were b. i 
Southington, CT. Lineage is: Jeremiah 
Zachariah*, William?, John’ &  Elizabet 
(Hutchins) Curtiss. [Gest Igye Jensen, 174 
Bristol Walk, Hoffman Estates, IL 60195-2802] 
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Note: Three children of John® & Mary (Lewis) 
Curtis [Lucas, Jeremiah & Lucy] m. three 
children of Abel & Rhoda (Lewis) Carter 
[Laurinda, Rachel & James Coach, respectively]. 
93-9: Are these two Lewis mothers related? 
[Arthur Hutchinson] 


93-10: Seeking lineage or any leads concerning 
W. Z. Curtis, b. WI, 1826, d. Marshalltown, IA, 
1903. Great grandfather of submitter. [Mary H. 
King, 9 Calgary Lane, Chico, CA 95926] 


93-11: Who was the mother of Benjamin® 
Curtis, b. 12 May 1728, who m. 3 Dec 1755 
Mary Cole? Was she Rebecca House or Abigail 
Bridge? His line is thought to be Benjamin‘, 
Samuel’, Isaac*, William! Curtiss & Sarah Eliot. 
Is this line correct? [Nancy Purchase, 1108 
Yorkshire Rd., Starkville, MS 39759] 


93-12: Seek lineage and any information of 
Amelia Curtis, b. Spencertown, NY, about 1772. 
When/where did she m. Joel Strong? She was 
probably his 2" wife. Marriage was in Kent, CT, 
or Columbia City, NY, about 1787 or in the 
1790s. [Myrle C. White, 6 Kent Rd., Bloomsburg, 
PA 17815] : 


93-13: Seek any information on Leonard Curtis 
of Blue Hills, ME, who m. Blue Hills, ME, 25 Jun 
1836 Charlotte Knowles, b. Eden (Bar Harbor), 
ME, 26 Sep 1819, d. Portland, ME, 11 Jan 1893. 
Issue: Melinda Curtis who m. Moses Joscelyn 
and Fanny Adele Curtis who may have m. 3 
times, finally ( ) Austin. Charlotte m. (2) 
Dracut, MA, 25 Sep 1844 Hiram M. Pike, b. 
Norway, ME, 18 Oct 1809, d. Portland, ME, 8 
Jul 1887. Hiram & Charlotte bur. Deering 
Evergreen Cem., Portland, ME. [Allen R. Pike, 
PO Box 696, Carmel, NY 10512] 


93-14: Need ancestry of Ruth Curtice, possibly 
dau. of Solomon Curtice & Prudence Gatlive. 
She m. Swansea, MA, 13 Dec 1716 Samuel 
Miller. Extracted from The Connecticut 
Nutmegger, 25:489, query 6445. [Deborah S. 
Graham, Box 1293, Madison, CT 06443-1293] 


93-15: Seek any information about Joseph 
Curtis, b. 1755, and his two sisters [one was 
Rebecca, b. 1756] who operated a famous tavern 
during the Rev. War in Pompton Lakes, NJ, 1779 


to 1782. He may have been a King’s agent in 
Rebel territory and thus have played an as yet 
unreported role in the war, entertaining General 
Washington as well as most of his officers. 
Later, he operated another tavern in Haverstraw, 
NY and may then have moved to Duanesburg, 
near Schenectady. Prior to the Rev. War, he was 
a general merchant in Morristown, NJ. [W. 
Mead Stapler, PO Box 367, Sussex, NJ 07461] 


93-16: Seek any information concerning the 
ancestry of James Walker Curtis, b. 16 Oct 1819, 
probably in TN. [Howard D. Curtis, 10828 2" 
SW, Seattle, WA 98146] 


93-17: Seek information & proofs concerning 
ancestry & descendants of Thomas Curtis who m. 
Huntington, CT, 21 Oct 1790 Eunice Peet, b. 
Nov 1770, bap. Stratford, CT, 6 Jan 1771, dau. 
Gideon Peet & Betty Burton. Thomas’ line may 
be Nathaniel*, Zachariah’, William’, John’ & 
Elizabeth Curtiss. [Lee R. Christensen, PO Box 
1442, Ellensburg, WA 98926] 


93-18: Who were the parents of the Sarah 


- ‘Curtice/Sarah Maria Curtis, b. 1796, who m. 
““Marlboro, CT, 28 Nov 1821 Eleazer Carter, b. 
Marlboro, CT, 18 Mar 1788, d. Onondaga, NY, 9 
Jul (1853 or 1859), son of Ezra Carter & 


Freedom Strong. 1955 Richard Curtice, Master 
Mariner, p. 20, gives John Curtice & Sarah 
Ackley. 1956 ms Richard Curtis of Dorchester & 
Wallingford, p. 61, gives Thomas Curtis & Lorena 
Hinman. [Arthur Hutchinson, 7364 Hidden 
Knolls Court, Springfield, VA 22153-1911] 


93-19: Who were the parents of the Harvey 
Curtis/s who m. 30 Jan 1825 Martha Spencer? 
The 1903 genealogy, p. 61, and 1953 supple- 
ment, p. 119, gives Abel & Hannah (Foster) 
Curtiss. The 1956 ms Richard Curtis of 
Dorchester & Wallingford, p. 91.1, gives Philip & 
Hannah (Moulthrop) Curtis but does not include 
him among Philip’s children listed on p. 23. 
[Arthur Hutchinson] 


93-20: Who was the husband of Eliza Judson 
Curtiss? John Miles from the 1953 supplement, 
p. 142, or Theophilus Miles, as Abbott gives in 
her 1979 Families of Earl? Qailfb38, pp. 452-3? 
Oddly, Abbott cites "Curtis gen" as her source. 
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Eliza Judson Curtiss has several lines of descent 
from John’ & Elizabeth (Hutchins) Curtiss, 
essentially passing through Stiles’, Ephraim‘, 
Joseph’, and John’. [Arthur Hutchinson] 


93-21: --What is the line of Thomas Pelham 
Curtis, b. & d. unk., who m. Frances Small? His 
son, Herbert Pelham Curtis, b. 13 Jun 1903, m. 
4 May 1929 Helen Kingsbury” Curtiss, b. 12 Mar 
1906, dau. of Frederick Kingsbury’ Curtiss & 
Cornelia Day McLanahan. The line is William 
Edmond’, Holbrook’, Salmon®, Nehemiah’, 
Benjamin‘, Josiah*, William?, John’ & Elizabeth 
(Hutchins) Curtiss. [Arthur Hutchinson] : 


93-22: Who was the Abigail Beardsley who m., 
as his 2™ wife, 10 Jun 1760 Judson® Curtis? 
Was she dau. of Benjamin & Rebecca (Jackson) 
Beardsley, b. 2 Jul 1734 as given in the 1953 
supplement, p. 30? Or was she dau. of Caleb & 
Elizabeth (Booth) Beardsley and b. 27 Dec 1728 
as given in H. F. Johnston’s William Beardsley of 
Stratford, CT & His Descendants, p. 2b. Judson? 
was b. Stratford, CT, 22 May 1723. His line is 
Nathan‘, Joseph®, John’, John’ & Elizabeth 
(Hutchins) Curtiss. [Arthur Hutchinson] 


93-23: Harlow Curtis, in his 1956 ms Richard 
Curtis of Dorchester & Wallingford, has a problem 
with Oliver® Curtis, b. Plymouth, CT, 25 Jun 
1789, son of Oliver & Hila’ (Curtis) Curtis. [© 
Oliver’, Abel*, Stephen’, Isaac”, Richard’ Curtis; 
@ Hila’, James*, Stephen®, Isaac”, Richard’ 
Curtis] On p. 137, Oliver® d. 1826 after m. Lucy 
Hicock and having 2 children, Maria & Hiram. 
Lucy then m. (2) 31 Oct 1827 Augustus Taylor. 
On p. 138, Oliver® d. 2 Dec 1886 after m. Polly 
Hough and having 6 children, including Maria & 
Hiram. The first 5 children have b. dates 
between 1813 and 1825._ One scenario that 
would/could fit [with absolutely no supporting 
evidence] is that Oliver® m. (1) about 1811/2 
when he was around .23 to Lucy Hicock and they 
had the first 5 children. They div. [instead of his 
dying] and both remarried; he, in 1827/8, to 
Polly Hough and had the sixth child by her. 
Does anyone have any information that could 
help sort this out? [Arthur Hutchinson] 


93-24: 1956 ms Richard Curtis of Dorchester & 
Wallingford, pp. 43-44, gives Rev. War veteran 


Felix’ Curtis, b. Waterbury, CT, 9 Dec 1761, « 
Freetown, Cortland Co., NY, 8 Apr 1828, n 
Patience Hull, b. 1764, d. Warren, Herkimer Co 
NY, 24 May 1837. His line is Stephen**, Isaac 
Richard! Curtis of Dorcester. Is this the sam 
Felix Curtis who m. Plymouth, CT, 21 Dec 178 
Patience Hull, perhaps dau. of Joseph Hull : 
Hannah (Corbet?), per Jacobus’ Families « 
Ancient New Haven, IV:883? Can Patience 
parents be confirmed? [Arthur Hutchinson] 


[Queries numbered 93-14 through 93-17 in thi 
issue are from non-members of the Society. If yo 
are able to assist them, please take the opportunit 
to suggest membership in the Society. Remembei 
please provide copies of responses to Arthu 
Hutchinson or Mary Perry so that the informatio 
may be shared with all through the database an 
archives. Queries 93-18 through 93-24 are fror 
the Curtis/s database. ] ‘ 


Re Earlier Queries... 


> Once again, member Alan G. Teague has bee 
able to help others as a result of his long-terr 
Curtis research efforts. As he says in a letter t 


member Francis R. Jenne, "I have been collectin 
- Curtis data for a number of years and am alway 
“happy to share information with others wheneve 


possible." We all owe Alan [and the many othe 
unnamed researchers who do the same] a vote c 
thanks for this helpful attitude which exemplifie 
the very best of the spirit and dedicatio 
traditional among members of the Society. 


Alan was able to provide information to Franci 
R. Jenne regarding query 5, Oct 1992 Chronicle 


_ page 9, and to non-member Mrs. Wilbur H. Thie 


about query 8 on page 10 of the same issue 
Alan has provided copies of his responses and w 
will be happy to share them with others inte1 
ested in the questions. fAlan, thanks for th 


_ “plug” of the Society in your letter to Mrs. Thie: 


But, next time, could you include our address?] 


A most interesting point given by Alan is tha 
Jonathan #1 in query 5 was actually Rev. Wa 


veteran Jotham Ward Curtis. Jotham i 
incorrectly recorded as "Jonathan" i: 
Birmingham records. 87 of 189 - - - 
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Historic Curtiss Clock... 


> A 7 Dec 1982 article in the Geneva, NY, 
Finger Lakes Times, page 12, notes the gift of a 
miniature [22-inch case] eight-day shelf clock to 
the Hoffman Museum in Newark, NY. The clock 
is believed to be one of the first spring-driven 
clocks made in America and was produced by 
the firm of Curtiss and Clark in Plymouth, CT, 
about 1825. The clocks were made by Garner® 
Curtiss [1791-1872] and Virtue Clark, a young 
brother of Heman Clark, a famous early CT 
clockmaker who probably designed the 
movement for this clock. Garner’s line is 
Joseph* * 3, Isaac”, Richard’ & Sarah (Howe) 
Curtis. The iron dials were made by Samuel 
Curtis and Spencer Nolen in Boston. Samuel’s 
line is not identified. % 


Higginson Books Caution... 


> We have been notified that pages 312 and 
313 are missing from some recent Higginson 
reprints of Harlow Curtis’ 1953 A Genealogy of 
the Curtiss-Curtis Family of Stratford, Connecticut, 
A Supplement to the 1903 edition. Review your 
copy carefully and notify Richmond Curtiss of 
any missing pages. Richmond has notified the 
company of the problem and will arrange for 
photocopies of any missing pages. As of this 
writing, we do not know if Higginson will 

replace the faulty copies. + 


Today’s News: John & Christine Curtis 


> A well-written item by Lore Jarmul honoring 
members John and Christine Curtis appeared in 
the 6 Nov 1992 issue of the Heritage Villager, 
Heritage Village, Southbury, CT. The article, 
titled John and Christine Curtis Traced Ancestors 
in Scotland, summarizes their 1992 trip to 
Scotland and provides an excellent biographical 
synopsis. Extracts from the article follow. 


World travel is nothing new to the Curtises. 
They met in Vienna, had their first child in an 
ambulance in Japan, and have lived many years 
in Germany and Spain. Christine was born in 
NY and grew up in Greenwich. 


Christine was a student at Smith when she heard 
about a program sponsored by the World 
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Council of Churches that sent college students t 
Europe for the summer months during the year 
following WW II to work as volunteers o 
reconstruction projects. Christine asked to go t 
Germany because her father had relatives i 
Stuttgart, a city hard hit by bombardment. He 
group lived in tents while they built a home fo 
orphans, using bricks from bombed-ou 
buildings. They were all students inexperience: 
in construction, but they finished the building 
including laying waterlines and gas lines. 


This summer experience whetted Christine’ 
interest in travel, and the next summer she wen 
to Austria with the Experiment in Internationa 
Living. She majored in German at Smith. Whe: 
she graduated, she got a government job ii 
Vienna. During those years Austria was divide: 
into East and West Austria. Vienna was the! 
behind the Iron Curtain. 


John had finished his undergraduate studies ii 
foreign affairs at George Washington Univ. an 
had earned his master’s degree in economics anc 


“political science at Johns Hopkins when he wa 
_ awarded a Fulbright Scholarship for study in 
_ Vienna. There he met Christine in Jan 1952 


John went back to the U.S. later that year, bu 
Christine stayed another year. They wer 
reunited in Washington, D.C., both working fo: 
the government. They got married in 1954. Si 
weeks after their wedding, John was recalled tc 
the Air Force and sent to Korea as an intelligence 
officer. She was able to join him in Dec 1954 
when he was stationed in Japan. They got back 
to Washington two years later. 


Christine and John spent five years in the 
Foreign Service in Germany. John’s las 
assignment in the government was as executive 
secretary of the prestigious Policy Planning 
Council of the State Department, a think tank 
created by President Truman during the early 
days of the cold war. The Curtises spent 2C 
years in Spain before returning to the U.S. to live 
in 1989. 


Since their move to Heritage Village, John ha: 
returned to his favorite Be ory an writing, while 
Christine became first’ ical Response 
Technician and then an Emergency Medica 
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Technician. She also serves as membership 
chairman of the Civic Association and is a 
volunteer at the Woman’s Exchange. a 


Society Publications: 

A Genealogy of the Curtiss Family. Frederic 
Haines Curtiss. [1903] 252 pages. Higginson 
Books reprint. a 

Hardback . Members: $43/Non-members: $50 
Paperback . Members: $35/Non-members: $42 


A Genealogy of the Curtiss-Curtis Family of 
Stratford, CT. A Supplement to the 1903 edition. 
Harlow Dunham Curtis. [1953]. 585 pages. 
Higginson Books reprint. =  j§ = ~~~ 

Hardback . Members: $65/Non-members: $85 
Paperback . Members: $57/Non-members: $77 


A Genealogy of the Curtiss-Curtis Family. A 
Supplement to the Supplement of 1953. Charles 
Juan Jacobs. 
DOWN. occu atve coats oR an ee $ 


Richard Curtice, Master Mariner. A Genealogy of 
Richard Curtice of Salem, MA, and Southold, Long 


STCUSS HL 


Secretary 


Local Hist G | Department 
Conti HEA EHELaRS COLonicle 


The Hohn and Elisabeth 
Curtis/Curtiss Soricty 
~ Mr. Richmond H. Curtiss 


Page 10 


Island, whose Father appears to have been The 
Master Mariner. Harlow Dunham Curtis. [1955]. 
102 pages. [hardback] © .:.....6.6.... $15 


Descendants of Richard Curtis (1610-1681) of 
Dorchester, MA..and Wallingford, CT. Harlow 
Dunham Curtis [1956] 418 + 68 pages. 
[Unbound photocopy of typescript] . $50 


1993 Membership List ............. $2.50 


Bonita Kish [4468 River Road, Perry, OH 44081- 
9625] with checks payable to Judith Waldron. 


, The prices above are postpaid. Send orders to 


Photocopies of material from the Society archives 
are priced on a case-by-case basis since some of 
the material is fragile and difficult to reproduce. 
Some may require transcription rather than 
copying in order to preserve the material. 
Contact Mary Perry. 


For pedigree charts, Family Group Rrecords 
[FGR], Ahnentafel charts, etc. from the database, 


contact Arthur Hutchinson. <f 


= | Be There Aug. 14, 19931 
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Grom Tous President's Desh .........4. 


Summer 1992 is coming to an end. Those of us in 
the northeastern part of the country really did not 
have a summer. What we did have was a LOT of 
rain and cool temperatures. Here in the Rochester, 
NY area our highest temperature was 88, and that 
was in June! 


But we did have a BEAUTIFUL day on August 1 for 
our Annual Meeting/Reunion at the Marriott in 
Trumbull, CT. It was sunny and warm with a gentle 
breeze. | felt, and from comments that | have 
received, the reunion was a success, even if the 
attendance was down. By now you have received 
the minutes from the meeting so you know what 
went on. 


The two speakers and their programs were excellent. 
Art informed us about the efforts he and Dick and 
Mary Perry are making in organizing and inputting all 
the genealogical data, answering the numerous 
inquiries that are received, and what we, the 
membership, can do to help. Bessie Burtan, Director 
of Volunteers of the Boothe Memorial Park & 
Museum, presented a delightful slide program about 
the Park and the Boothe Brothers. 


And the quilt is magnificent. We wish to thank 
Richmond and Sally for all their efforts in its behalf. 
And for arranging to have it at the Reunion for all of 
us to enjoy. We have contacted the Stratford 
Historical Society about being the permanent home 
for the quilt. They have given a positive response 
and hope to make it a central attraction at the Grand 
Re-Opening of the Stratford Historical Society, in 
[Continues on page 2] 


Member Publication Notice: 


Member Mary Curtis Perry has, in the Sep 1992 
issue of The Connecticut Nutmegger, an article "The 
Puzzling Family Origins of Thomas Curtis of 
Wethersfield" [25:192-198] which ail will find of 
interest. The article is an excellent example of 
scholarly consideration of a question and the 
presentation of arguments supporting various 
positions. Mary is an 8" generation descendant of 
Thomas and has dedicated hugh amounts of 
"quality" time to the Society as the Society's 
genealogist and archivist. Well done, Mary! te 


1992 Annual Meeting: Our 53"! 


The 53” annual meeting of the Society was held 
August 1, 1992 at Trumbull, CT. 37 members and 
guests gathered for an enjoyable day renewing old 
friendships and meeting new friends. Although the 
number attending was a bit less than expected, 
members from 10 states made the trek. A full report 
of the meeting will be provided in a separate mailing. 
Planning for the 54" meeting in MI is underway; 
more on this in the meeting report which will include 
a survey for a preferred date. Jul 17, Aug 14 and 
Sep 18 are dates being considered. Begin planning 
now and remember, YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED; 


PLEASE RESPOND TO THE SURVEY! + 


Nelson Curtis Honored 


Life member, director and past president of the 
Society, Nelson’? Curtis [William Robert®, Henry 
Gould®, Samuel’, Gould® °, Matthew‘, Josiah®, 
William’, John & Elizabeth] was recognized in a full 
page article in the 8 Aug 1992 issue of The Weekly 
STAR, page 3. The article by Kaaren Valenta features 
photos of the famed violinist Ole Bull, Villa Ole Bull 
on the island Lysoen, and Nelson and the late 
Syivea Bull Curtis. [Continues on page 4] 
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May We Quote You? 


Do it the hard way. Think ahead of your job...Be bold, 

knowing that finally no one can cheat you but 
yourself. 

-- Harlow Herbert Curtice 

President of GM, 1953 - 1958 

[b. 15 Aug 1893 - d. 3 Nov 1962] 


eS President 


: Bicreany 
~ Ealto Curisis Shiechoce : 


: chase Curtiss: 4 ae 
234 Joshua: Point Road 
» Guilford, cT 06437 : 


sistant Secretary : : 
& book orders: 


Perry; OH: 44081 -9625. : 
= Judith Waldron x sree 
s P.O. Box: 35230, Richmond: VA 

Nelson Curtis: 2. 2. ae: 
927B Heritage Village, Southbury CT 06488 
- William M°Henty. . 
1001. Ford Road, Nesta, NY" 13850-3234 


4 . Treasurer oh 
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Le & Arthur Hutchinso Ee : 
a Mary Curtis Pony sooo as 
See -&.Richard Perry: Seed : 
William ‘M’Henry . ee com pa 
ie Mary Curtis Perry... ...... Cees Sry 
* Richard Perry. & Arthur Hutchinson: 
~ Arthur Hutchinson’: 
Arthur Hutchinson... ee cs 
& Richard Perry 
* : Membership * 
Membership in the Society:is open to all with an interest in: 
supporting the Society's objectives. Options: 
Annual [single; calendar year]... 
Annual peeled calendar are 


- Publicity s 
+... Curtis/s Database: 


~The John & Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss Society ["the Society") 
solicits Curtis-related reference material; genealogies; past: 
and present news ‘items; articles. and similar material for: ~ 
"review: and: possible: publication. All’ submitted. material: ° 
becomes: the property of the: Society Unless otherwise: 
specified’ in: advance. Such’ material: will” normally ‘be 
entered and maintained in the archives of the Society. The 
Society reserves the right to dispose: of ol ea or. 
inappropriate material. es 
The Curtis/Curtiss Chronicle is the newsletter of The John 
& Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss. Society’ and is published. 
quarterly for the members of the Society. It is not available 
by separate subscription. 


Copyright © 1992 by The John & Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss 
Sariaty 
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Drom Your President's Desk [From page 1] 


April 1993. | do have copies of all the documentation 
about the quilt, which | will be happy to send you 
upon request. Please enclose $1 to cover postage 
and copying costs. And | have photos - full, single 
square, and quarter square. The cost depends on 
the size that is wanted. 


Over the years we have received many requests that 
the Annual Meeting/Reunion be held when more of 
the membership could attend - i.e. during the 
summer months. So this year we changed from the 
traditional time to the 1 of August. And our 
attendance was down. | am confused. With the 
minutes, you received a questionnaire about the 
1993 Reunion. PLEASE take a couple of minutes 
and answer the questions and return it to me. We 
need and want your input as we plan for 1993. 


Although it is early, | do want to take this opportunity 
to wish each of you, and your families, a most 
joyous holiday season. And may 1993 bring health, 
happiness, and all good things. 

Barbara 


Heirloom Quilt Finds A Home 


Those not attending the 53" meeting missed a rare 
treat. Richmond & Sally Curtiss personally 
arranged the display of a magnificent handmade 
heirloom quilt donated to the Society by Judith 
Lyford’ Curtis MacMurray [Stanley Lillington’, 
Walter Stanley’, Otis Beers®, Enoch’, Judson’, 
Nehemiah’®, Joseph* *?, John & Elizabeth]. 


The quilt has been described as a beautiful example 
of the "Mariner’s Compass" pattern, which stands out 
in red, green and yellow blocks against a white 
background. A close examination shows thousands 
of small pieces, all stitched by hand, with delicate yet 
unfaltering precision. The quilting, also done by 
hand, is of running vine pattern, a miracle of fine 
needlework. The quilt was made by Miss Mary A. 
Beers, who was the great, great, great-aunt of 
Judith. It is certainly well over 100 years old but its 
exact age is not known. 


The Stratford Historical Society has accepted the 
quilt for permanent display as a centerpiece in their 
newly expanded facilities. This will be an ideal 
location for the preservation and display of the quilt; 
climate controlled protection and yet available for 
viewing by all visiting our mother city. 


We had thought to include a pict Sethe quilt but 
a black and white reproduction could not do justice 


ta tha Anlartisl bans af the eee ee AHI 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 


Oct 1992 Curtis Famil rtiss ners 


Page 3 


photos by Joseph Correale, Jr of Guilford, CT are 
available at the very reasonable schedule of $5 for 
a 8" x 10"; $3 for a 5" x 7"; or, $1 for either a 4" x 6" 
or a 314" x 5", postage included. Contact Barbara 
Weaver. og 


- New Members 2 
Sees “4307 ‘s. ‘Viewcrest Ra. 
: — OR 97302 


Nancy Holland ( 
= Davis, CA 95616 
1837 s, E. 22nd 


Nancy Curtiss Horne 4 = 
"Portland, OR 97214. 


Phil Isley . : 
Karen Morey Kennedy a . 1 
Mary H King 


Virginia Mknight 


Unadilla, NY 13849 
,-« 8262 North Mayfield Ave. 
San Bernardino, CA 92405 


: Diane Maloy . 


More Curtis/s Records! 


When Harlow D. Curtis said "| research all Curtises," 
he really meant it! When he died in 1960, part of his 
extensive collection of records and correspondence 
ended up with Harold L. Curtis of NJ, and part with 
the Society, now on loan [and accessible through] 
the Southbury [CT] Historical Society. [Write Mary or 
Dick Perry] A recent trip to Boston revealed that 
Harold Curtis’ papers -- all eight shelf-feet of them -- 
are now in the Manuscript Section of the New 
England Historic Genealogical Society [NEHGS] all 
neatly organized and arranged in notebooks. Harold 
Curtis specialized in Massachusetts Curtis/s families, 
including those of William and Sarah Eliot Curtis of 
Roxbury; the Scituate Curtis brothers from 
Appledore, co. Kent -- Thomas, John, William, and 
Richard; Zacheus Curtis of Salem; etc. 


This Society has just donated a copy of Harlow 
Curtis’ unpublished typescript volume on the 
descendants of Richard Curtis of Dorchester to the 
NEHGS. Given the broadening interest of Society 
members in Curtis families other than those 
descended from John & Elizabeth, some may wish 
to investigate this publicly accessible treasure trove 
further. Contact Scott Bartley at NEHGS, 101 
Newbury St., Boston, MA 02116-3087; telephone: 
voice (617) 536-5740, fax (617) 536-7307. oo 


Today’s News: Dorothy Hawley 


Trumbull FISH volunteers take to the wheel: It’s 
difficult to refuse a senior citizen who calls hoping 
for a ride to scheduled chemotherapy or dialysis 
treatments, said Michelle Dowling. 


But that’s exactly what she sometimes has to do as 
co-president of FISH (Friends In Service Here), a 
group of local volunteers who provide town residents 
with free rides to medical appointments. 


Another FISH volunteer has been at it even longer, 
providing Trumbull residents with rides to St. 
Vincent’s Medical Center, Bridgeport Hospital, and 
medical appointments in Monroe, Stratford and 
Fairfield for the past 32 years. [Society member and 
past officer] Dorothy Hawley still gives one or two 
rides on the third Friday of each month. 


FISH is a service group founded in England in 1961. 
The name was taken from its emblem, the outline of 
a fish. It is a symbol of Christianity (and the resulting 
helpfulness) first developed as a secret code among 
early Christians who might have been killed if they 
uttered their religious beliefs, said Hawley. [From The 
Bridgeport Post, page unknown, date unknown. 
Original article by Debbie Carvalko.] “te 


Today’s News: Kristina Curtis 


PIRG Alumna Kristina Curtis, Chief Operating 
Officer, Green Century Capital Management, Inc. 
During the last 20 years, many people have moved 
on from PIRG staff positions to continue 
environmental advocacy work elsewhere. Others 
have entered the business world. Kristina Curtis has 
done both. 


Formerly Finance Director for the PIRGs, Curtis is a 
major reason why the PIRGs have earned a 
reputation among non-profits for careful stewardship 
of organizational resources. Now she brings her 
fiscal skills to a new project [Green Century]. 


Curtis, who earned a Masters of Public and Private 
Management in 1983 from Yale University, brings 
with her 15 years of experience in the public interest 
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field, seven of them with PIRG. After graduating from 
Brown University in 1974, she worked as a 
community organizer and program manager in 
Virginia and North Carolina. 

[Provided by member Catherine Lawrence, from the 
ConnPIRG Channel, page 8, date unknown.] te 


Today’s News: Joan Hantel 


A Mayflower descendant enjoys dispelling 
history’s myths: [Member] Joan Hantel enjoys 
destroying myths and clearing up confusion about 
America’s early days. She knows the difference 
between a Pilgrim and a Puritan, and most anything 
else connected with the Mayflower journey. A visit 
into Joan Hantel’s historical realm helps answer 
questions and explain why some people are so 
excited by the events of long ago. 


Joan Hantel says history is a field of study essential 
to learning what makes us tick. The Chatham 
resident puts her passion for history to work as the 
statewide membership chairman for the Society of 
Mayflower Descendants. The group has 600 
members in New Jersey, Hantel says, and 23,000 
nationwide and in Canada. 


Hantel’s study of history began at an early age. "l 
was always interested in it," she says, “even as a 
little girl. My grandmother instilled it in me, | quess." 
Hantel’s mother and grandmother were both active 
in the Daughters of the American Revolution, an 
involvement that eventually helped send Hantel into 
a search for her Mayflower roots. 


Digging up those roots isn’t always easy. "The hard 
part was proving it," Hantel says, noting that would- 
be members of the Society must document their 
lineage to a Mayflower passenger. In Hantel’s own 
case, she was able to prove herself a 12th- 
generation descendant of William Brewster. She has 
been a member of the Mayflower Society for five 
years and her documentation was found acceptable 
by a particularly strict national historian. Hantel 
laughs as she recalls how the historian kept 
“bouncing back papers" to applicants who couldn't 
prove their lineage. 


Even if proving lineage is a serious business to the 
Society, and it is, that doesn’t mean Joan Hantel has 
any elitist claims about her own importance. "I don’t 
think we're any more special than the Vietnamese 
boat people." she says. “Everybody who came to 
this country came here because things weren't 
going too well where they came from." [From the 
Chatham Courier-Madison Eagle, NJ, 19 Jul 1990. 
Original article by Christopher Moore. + 
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Today’s News: "Black" Curtis’ 


Black Families Have Deep Roots in Waterford. 
More Than 100 People Meet in Va. Town to Find 
Answers About Ancestors, Swap Tales: In the 
early 1860s, a free young black man named Daniel 
Webster Minor left his home in Waterford to serve 
the Union in the Civil War. Yesterday, his great- 
granddaughter, Annie Cooper, went back to the 
narrow streets of the Loudoun County town to find 
out why. 


Janie Posey was there for information about an 
uncle who was born into slavery in Waterford, but 
who later was freed and became a master 
craftsman. 


Waterford was founded in 1733 by Pennsylvania 
Quakers, Germans and Scotch-Irish farmers. 
Because it had a mill, the town quickly became a 
center of commerce in Loudoun. Because there 
were jobs and Quakers usually were opposed to 
slavery, free blacks were attracted as well. 


It's unclear when the first black residents arrived. 
Gladys Lewis, a D.C. woman who lived in Waterford 
until 1938, said her family, the Robinsons and the 
Lanes, came to the town in the 1750s as free blacks. 
The U.S. Census of 1810 lists 11 slaves and 20 free 
blacks. Daniel Webster Minor, who served with the 
Loudoun Rangers, Virginia's only pro-Union regiment 
during the Civil War, helped set up a school for 
black children when he returned. 


Lloyd Curtis, Posey’s uncle, was freed from slavery 
as a boy and went on to weave baskets and build 
stone fences around town. By the time he died in 
1948, white residents called him Uncle Lloyd and 
blacks called him Mr. Curtis, a name his family 
adopted from a former slave owner, said Posey, 80 
of Frederick [MD]. "He told us stories about how he 
was raised," Posey said. "What I’m telling you was 
handed down to me." [From The Washington Post, 
Washington, DC, page B3, 9 Aug 1992. Original 
article by Robert O’Harrow Jr.] + 


Nelson Curtis Honored [From page 1] 


Preserving Ole Bull’s Legacy -- Norwegians Show 
Their Gratitude To Nelson Curtis With The Lysoen 
Award. In the mid 1800s, violinist Ole Bull of Norway 
was an international sensation, delighting audiences 
around the world with his remarkable performances. 
While on tour in the United States in 1870 the 60- 
year-old virtuoso met the 19-year-old daughter of a 
Wisconsin senator and married hat3}9é #8, bought 
an island called Lysoen, or “isle of light," off the 
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coast of forway, and built a summer home -- some 
would say a castle -- for her. 


Nearly a century later, their granddaughter, the late 
Syivea Buil Curtis of Southbury, would give the 
island and its villa to the Norwegian people as a 
national historic monument. 


On July 4, Sylvea’s husband, Nelson Curtis of 
Heritage Village, received a gold medal for the 
donation that helped underwrite the cost of a fire 
protection system at the Villa Ole Bull, which is now 
a museum visited by thousands of tourists each 
year. 


“The award was completely unexpected," Mr. Curtis, 
78, said. "| was on a 2'%4-week trip to St Petersburg, 
Russia, and countries along the Baltic Sea. | 
stopped at Lysoen to attend a dinner at the villa. 
There | gave a toast to Syivea (who died in 1988), 
and to the first two chairmen of the Lysoen 
Committee of the Society for the Preservation of 
Ancient Monuments. Afterwards there was a lot of 
talk in Norwegian, which | don’t speak, then | was 
presented with the award, which caught me quite by 
surprise." 


Mr Curtis, who was born in Sandy Hook on August 
27, 1913, was the president of S. Curtis and Son, 
now Curtis Packaging Corporation, for 30 years until 
his retirement in 1981. 


In a letter to this newspaper, Berit Hogheim, 
secretary of the Lysoen Committee, said Mr Curtis’s 
donation had been presented by the American- 
Scandinavian Foundation of New York, an 
organization which promotes cultural activities 
between the United States and the Scandinavian 
countries. 


“Ole Bull was born in Bergen in 1810," Mr Curtis 
said. "His family didn’t like the idea but he was quite 
taken by the violin. By the time he was in his 20s he 
was known throughout Europe. In the 1840s he 
came to the United States for a concert tour and 
traveled across the country at a time when the travel 
conditions here were rather primitive. He was 
acclaimed here as much as in Norway." 


Ole Bull made worldwide tours that took him to Asia, 
Russia, and to Africa. In 1870, after his first wife died 
and their children were grown, he was back touring 
in the United States and spent a few days at the 
home of Senator Thorpe in Madison, Wisconsin. 
There he met and courted Sara Thorpe, who was 40 
years his junior. But Sara’s mother approved of the 
match, so the couple married. 


Curtis Family Bigta@yrtiss Chronicle 


Page 5 


With his grown children running the family estate at 
Valestrand, Norway, Ole Bull decided to build a 
summer home for his new wife and their infant 
daughter, Olea. He bought a 175-acre island a 
quarter-mile off the coast of Norway, where he had 
spent pleasant summers as a child, and built a 
spectacular house with a music room that could 
accommodate an audience of more than a hundred. 
The house, with its intricate gingerbread wood trim 
inside and out, featured an onion-shaped dome 
reminiscent of the Russian orthodox churches he 
had seen on his tours. 


Ole Bull was to spend just eight summers at the villa 
before his death in 1880 at the age of 70. "When Ole 
Bull died the whole country grieved," Mr Curtis said. 
"They called him a national treasure." 


Ole Bull’s wife and daughter, and later his grand- 
daughter, Sylvea Bull Curtis, who was born in 1907, 
would continue to summer on the island. "His wife 
and daughter died within a year of each other, about 
1917, so the island was to come to Syivea as Olea’s 
only child," Mr Curtis said. "Because Americans 
couldn’t own Norwegian property, it took several 
years and action by the Norwegian Legislature 
before it was transferred to her in 1920. Syivea went 
there practically every year except for the five or six 
years during World War Il when it wasn’t safe," Mr 
Curtis said. "She finally got there again in 1947 but 
had to agree to stay for six months. That was during 
the summer, of course, since the house has no heat 
except for fireplaces." 


In 1959 Syivea married Nelson Curtis and the couple 
bought the house with the octagon-shaped barn 
along Main Street on the Southbury-Woodbury line 
where they would live for almost 30 years. He 
moved to Heritage Village in 1988, the same year 
that Sylvea died. 


. Address Changes 
Grant W. Curtiss... 22... 205 Queensland Lane 
ae Plymouth, MN 55447 
Raat Wie eNanm @.. 8 @ PO Box 399 
Wappinger’s Falls, NY 12590 
[Summer address] 


Richard T. Curtis 


Richmond H. Curtiss fll ..... 39/453 Bourke St. 
Surry Hills, NSW 2010 Australia 

Lois P. Hoover .......... 24093 Eucalyptus Ct. 
Auburn, CA 95602-8668 

Roger & Mary Hoover..... 19523 Tarocco Lane 
Riverside, CA 92508 

Robert Curtiss Slocumb . . . 6100 Deerwood Lane 


Plymouth, MN 55442 
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"We spent many summers at the villa," Mr Curtis 
said. "In 1972 we got a cable asking if Princess 
Sonja of Norway could visit the island. We sent a 
cable back and within 10 days we were there to 
welcome her and her retinue." A scrapbook filled 
with photos of the day was presented to Mr and Mrs 
Curtis. Another scrapbook records the visit of King 
Olaf and Prince Harold and Princess Sonja in 1973. 


"It was very important to Sylivea to preserve the 
property which she loved so much," Mr Curtis said. 
“Maintaining it required a caretaker, a housekeeper, 
a maid, tending of the paths and gardens. So in 
1973, she decided to give the island and the villa to 
the Society for the Preservation of Ancient 
Monuments, and by doing so to the Norwegian 
people, thus perpetuating the memory of Ole Bull. In 
1974 she received the Order of St Olaf because of 
her generosity. We were presented with red ribbons, 
making us members of the 17th of May Committee, 
which symbolizes Norway’s independence." 


Every August Ole Bull’s favorite heather is gathered 
from the island and placed on a table in the music 
room. A heather wreath also is placed on his grave 
in Bergen. The Lysoen award, a gold pin in the 


“father of member Mane Kellogg. 


~ Wilson Seney, July 1992, of oO on. NY. 


Life member: 
available. 


No: further ‘information. 


shape of a heather wreath surrounding a dome 
replicating that of the villa, was created in 1986 to 
honor individuals who have made a significant 
contribution to Lysoen. 


Berit Hogheim said Mr Curtis had been considered 
a candidate for the award for several years but he 
had not visited Norway since 1986. "Now that he 
was back in Norway and at Lysoen, the board 
wanted to show their gratitude for what Nelson 
Curtis has done for the memory of Ole Bull and 
Lysoen," Mr Hogheim said. Also attending the 
ceremony was Sylvea’s daughter, Olea Smith Kaland 
of Bergen, one of four children from her first 
marriage. 


"More than 11,000 people visited the villa last year 
and | think the majority of them were Americans," Mr 
Curtis said. “About 20,000 people, probably locals, 
came to the island iust to walk around and eniov the 
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grounds. The Lysoen Committee has just completed 
restoring the gingerbread trim on the villa and 
rebuilding the stairs. These people have been 
dedicated to preserving the property just as Syivea 
did when she was alive. Since this was an aging 
wooden structure, fire protection was a necessity 
and | know that Sylvea would have been pleased to 
be able to help." 


[The 1954 New Century Cyclopedia of Names, |:707, 
provides: "Bull, Ole Bornemann. b. at Bergen, 
Norway, Feb. 5, 1810; d. at Lyso, Norway, Aug. 17, 
1880. Norwegian violinist and composer, noted for 
his brilliant technique. He made his debut at Paris in 
1832, and made five appearances (1843-79) in the 
U.S. In 1850 he established a national theater at 
Bergen. He also projected, but did not succeed in 
establishing, a Norwegian colony in the U.S., and 
lost much of his fortune through the purchase of 
100,000 acres which were to serve as a basis for the 
settlement. His compositions include two concertos 
and several sets of variations especially suited to his 


own instrumental style."] + 


1992 Essex Exhibit at Cressing 
Temple, England 


Since the first sailing of English men and women to 
the eastern seaboard of North America in the early 
17" century, people from Essex - including the 
Curtises - have played a leading role in the birth and 
growth of what was to become the United States of 
America. To mark the long connection between our 
communities, Essex County Council is mounting an 
exhibition in 1992 on the historic links between 
Essex and the east coast colonies which will be of 
interest to Curtis/s Society members travelling in the 
U.K. this year. 


Concentrating on the early years of the "great 
migration" and using sources in the Essex Record 
Office and elsewhere, the exhibit will explore the 
physical and sociological landscapes from which the 
colonists came and those which they created in 
America. Throughout, the emphasis will be on 
places and people - like Thomas Hooker, Roger 
Williams, James Oglethorpe, John Winthrop, John 
Eliot, to name only a few - illustrating the leading 
figures in the context of their lives in the old world in 
order to explain how they came to their astonishing 
decision to emigrate, how they put it into practice, 
and how their experiences helped to shape the new 
society. 


This exhibition will be displayéeP Mf 182 historic 
setting of the courthouse at Cressing Temple, ‘so 
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“Sometimes we made two dates for the same night 
by mistake." 


At the end of 42 weeks, 84 of the 97 who began at 
Rensselaer received their certificates. Rensselaer 
President Livingston Houston called the program "a 
complete success." He commended the Cadettes 
not only for their academic work but for their spirit 
and enthusiasm, which "made more easy, pleasant 
and enjoyable the work of everyone." {From an 
undated Rensselaer, page 25.] + 


Computer 


| would like to begin this issue’s column with 
recognition of several of our members and 
correspondents who have provided updates and 
corrected information for the database. First, thanks 
to Mrs. Virginia'' (Hargraves) M°Knight of Unadilla, 
NY, who has extended the line of Edward Button® 
Curtis [Uri’, Samuel®, Abner®, Josiah*, Josiah®, 
William?, John & Elizabeth] several generations. 
Member Edward H. Foley of West Chester, PA, has 
provided much new and corrected information of the 
descendants of Amasa® and his daughter Diantha’ 
Curtiss. [Amasa’s line is Jonathan’, Joseph’, 
Thomas’, John”, John & Elizabeth] Deborah" 
(Williams) Troemner of New Jersey who 
“thoroughly enjoyed the Curtis-Curtiss reunion in 
Trumbull" has provided another generation of her 
line [Janet Elizabeth’? (Curtis) Williams, Francis 
Beach®, Gould’, Alvin’, Daniel Mitchell®, Mitchell’, 
Zachariah*’, William’, John & Elizabeth]. Debby was 
able to update some other information by combining 
her trip to the reunion with a little side trip for 
research in the Town Clerk’s office in Derby. Director 
William L.'? M°Henry also found time to fit in an 
update to his lines [Doris Ethel'’ Richmond, Glen 
Byron’? Richmond, Adalade T.° Powers, Dotia® 
Lewis, Charity’ Curtiss, Robert Welles®, Edmund’, 
Ephraim‘, Joseph®, John’, John & Elizabeth; 
Charity”’s mother was also a Curtis as follows: 
Phebe’, Joseph®*°, John’, John & Elizabeth]. 


Harlow Dunham Curtis’ 1955 Richard Curtice, Master 
Mariner: A Genealogy of Richard Curtice of Salem, 
Massachusetts, and Southold, Long Island, whose 
Father appears to have been The Master Mariner and 
his 1956 unpublished manuscript Descendants of 
Richard Curtis (1610-1681) of Dorchester, Mass. and 
Wallingford, Conn. are now completely entered into 
the database. 
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| note in the article "The Heath Connection..." in the 
Jul 1992 The New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register [146:265] that a William 
Curtice married at Great Amwell, Hertfordshire, 
England 29 Dec 1607 Margaret King, baptized at 
Great Amwell 18 Sep 1583. Their issue (if any) was 
not given. His parents are not given. Her parents 
were John King and Elizabeth Heath. Can anyone 
connect this William Curtice to a family line that 
came to America? 


Frank Rathbun, president of the Rathbun Family 
Association [11308 Popes Head Road, Fairfax, VA 
22030], provided much new information concerning 
the Rathbun spouses of two Curtis who are 
descendants of Richard' Curtis of Dorchester, MA & 
Wallingford, CT. The first is the husband of Winnie 
Adele® Curtis [Joel Bartholemew’, Bartholemew’, 
Abel**, Stephen’, Isaac”, Richard']. She married, as 
his first wife, 18 Nov 1891 Thomas Wilbur’ Rathbun, 
b. Aug 1865, d. 1927 in Dolgeville, Herkimer Co., 
NY. He m. (2) 20 May 1902 Lucy Ann Robinson, b. 
1859, d. 1919, widow of Service. Thomas 
Wilbur's Rathbun line is Thomas’, John®, Thomas®, 
John‘, Samuel’, Thomas?, John’ of Block Island, RI. 
The second Rathbun connection is through the wife 
of Elhanan® Curtis [Hall D.’, Ambrose’, Jesse’, 
Daniel*, Isaac* *, Richard']. She was Dorliska’ 
Rathbun, b. 10 Apr 1841, d. 15 Feb 1922, dau. of 
Alden® Rathbun and Rosanna Dunbar. Alden’s line 
is Joel®, Benjamin**, Joseph?, John’ of Block Island. 
Our thanks to Frank for this information. Any 
member with Rathbun [any spelling] related 
information or questions should certainly contact 
Frank as he seems to be the Harlow ["/ research all 
Curtis lines."] Curtis of the Rathbun’s. 


The sharp eye of Alan Teague, a descendant of 
Deodatus Curtis, found an incorrect reference in my 
question concerning the parents of Rachel Potter on 
page 6 of the Jul 1992 Chronicle. The correct 
reference for Jared Potter is page 89 of the 1953 
Supplement, not page 110. Our thanks to Alan and 
his suggestion of a research avenue to resolve this 
question. 


Further entry into the PAF-based database has been 
put on hold temporarily while options for further 
work are considered. PAF, while it has many very 
desirable features, has a physical size limitation 
which we are quickly nearing. Due to the amount of 
Curtis/s information available, PAF is just not capable 
of handling our data in one database. There are a 
number of options being considered which include 
keeping PAF but splitting th®GraértB8tion into 
separate databases or converting to another 
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protectors of pilgrims to the Holy Land. In the 17” 
century the local manor court conducted its 
business in the building in which the exhibit will 
stand. For both Essex people and Americans it 
should awaken interest in a vivid chapter of their 
shared history, and it is hoped that in 1993 the 
exhibit itself will make the crossing to New England 
for display there. For further information, contact 
Essex County Hall, Victoria Road South, Chelmsford, 
Essex, England, CM1 1LX, tel. 0245 267222. ~ 


News from the Past 


Interiors from the Curtiss-Rose house, Branford 
During the construction of the Yale University Art 
Gallery in 1928, two 18th Century Connecticut rooms 
from the Curtiss-Rose house were installed as a part 
of the galleries devoted to American Arts. The house 
originally stood north of the center of North 
Branford, on the road near Goshen Pond. It was 
demolished by the New Haven Water Company in 
the 1920’s prior to the inundation of the land for a 
reservoir 


The Society's Objectives 


; Ip" 
Parish) Church in Nazeing, Essex, 
England as the origin of our Forefathers. 

3 To maintain’ and continuously up-date 
genealogical data in order to help 
present and future members trace their 

. family lines, and enable the Society to’ 

provide an advisory genealogical 

service. The Society shall actively” 

"encourage communication among 

- Curtis/Curtiss descendants and 
researchers about their ancestors. 

4 To provide for a continuity of leadership to 
insure the survival of the Society. 

5. To invest efforts and funds in Stratford, as 
the "Mother Town" of our first American 
ancestors, in order to support. the: 
historical ‘and’ educational activities of 
that community. : 

6 To: carry forward a record of the family 
members who have made significant 
contributions to their communities, states 
and nation. 
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The clapboarded and shingled farmhouse had been 
built by Jonathan Rose, Jr. in the 1720’s and 
remained in the Rose family until 1868 when it was 
sold to William B. Curtiss, Jr. Robert Rose, the 
builder's grandfather, had settled in Branford in 
1644. In building his house in the adjacent 
community, Jonathan Rose, Jr., was foilowing the 
familiar pattern of establishing a new farm on 
outlying lands acquired through the division of 
commonly owned real estate. Jonathan had married 
Abigail Barker in 1724, and presumably in the period 
between his marriage and the drafting of his father’s 
will in 1728, he had settled the new farm and 
homestead in the Goshen section of North Branford. 
His father’s will granted him “all my farm or farm or 
land at Goshen in aforesd Branford, wth ye house a 
Barn therunto belonging where he now lives..." 


A photograph of the Curtiss-Rose House, Branford, 
CT, taken shortly before its demolition was given. 
The line of descent of William B. Curtiss, Jr. has not 
been identified. [Original article by Patricia E. Kane 
and Sheila Rideout, page 10 of an unidentified 
newspaper, date unknown. Contest: Anyone 
connecting William to one of the immigrant lines wins 
a free copy of the article!] Se 


More News from the Past 


Curtiss-Wright Cadettes: in February 1943, seven 
months after the first women had _ enrolled, 
Rensselaer opened its doors to a special group of 
97 women, the Curtiss-Wright Cadettes. 


The Curtiss-Wright Corp., its ranks depleted by 
young men going to war, developed a novel 
program at seven engineering schools around the 
country. The company recruited about 800 women 
who had completed two years of college with a math 
major. Those recruited took an intensive 10-month 
program of technical courses at one of the seven 
campuses and then filled basic engineering jobs in 
the company’s labs and factories. The Rensselaer 
Cadettes were assigned to the company’s propeller 
production plants. 


Curtiss-Wright paid the tuition, room and board for 
each Cadette plus a weekly $10 stipend. At 
Rensselaer, the women were housed four and six to 
a room in Ricketts and Thompson Houses 
downtown. They attended classes from 9 to 5 on 
weekdays and 9 to 1 on Saturdays. 


Elaine Garrabrant Stulb, who kept a diary of her 
experience as a Cadette at Rensselaer, recalls the 
packed schedules, excellent faculty, and "Halls lined 
with boys." By the end of their first week on campus, 
she says, the Cadettes had their date books filled. 
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program such as Brother’s Keeper [BK]. PAF can 
handle approximately 65,000 records while BK is 
able to manage 1,000,000 individuals. Both are 
GEDCOM capable [although the implementations 
differ] and are nearly equal in cost. As is to be 
expected, each program has advantages with 
respect to the other -- and disadvantages as well. 
The options are being carefully evaluated. 
Conversion would be a tremendous amount of work 
and an effort not taken lightly. | hope to have this 
resoived by the next Chronicle. In any case, keep 
sending your family information; it will be entered 
before many months pass. [Sorry -— due to the lack 
of space in this issue, the "Database Scoreboard" 
cannot be included.] + 


Queries: 


1. Looking for the line of Margaret Catherine 
Curtis, b. MO, 24 Mar 1864, d. Hubbert, OK, 1932. 
She m. Willis Newton Copeland. Her parents are 
possibly Sporty V. & Margaret (___) Curtis. 
[Phil Isley, 2523 Myers, Turlock, CA 95380] 


2. Alanson Parsons, b. 1777, m. Onondaga Co., NY, 
Mary (___). Their son, b. 19 Jul 1806, was named 
Alanson Curtis Parsons. Was Mary the widow or 
dau. of Orris Curtis, b. 1766, d. 1804? Orris was a 
descendant of Thomas of Wethersfield. 

[Mrs. Mary D. Clarke, 1225 N. Bay Shore Dr., Virginia 
Beach, VA 23451] 


3. What is the ancestry of Jonas Curtis and Alma 
Bullard whose dau., Hannah Bullard Curtis, b. 7 Jun 
1825, d. 28 Jun 1901, both events in Holliston, MA, 
m. 2 Feb 1848.in Holliston, MA, George Job 
Partridge, son of Job & Tamar (Partridge) Partridge? 
[Mrs. Martha A. Partridge, 48 Ox Yoke Dr., 
Wethersfield, CT 06109] 


4. Whet is the line of Adeline Melissa Curtis? 
The 1878 History of Marshall County, lowa, page 
648, gives. 4enry Beebe, farmer and stock raiser, 
Sec. 25; P. O. Marshalltown; born in Addison Co., 
VT, 15 Aug 1823; in 1851, hearing the glowing 
reports of the gold fields of CA he crossed the plains 
to that land of gold; his success being indifferent, he 
remained only about one year. He married Miss 
Adeline Curtis in Addison Co., VT; she was born in 
NH; they settled in Clinton Co., IA in 1853, being 
amongst the first to settle in that county; at that time 
the ground on which the city of Clinton is now 
located was a cornfield; they have three children -- 
George Henry (married Miss L. Reed; they reside in 
Marshalltown), Fred W. and Edwin J.... 


Her obituary, abstracted from the Marshalltown 
Times-Republican, 12 Oct 1899, page 6, column 5: 
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Adaline M. Beebe, wife of Henry Beebe, of Taylor 
Twp. died at 6:00 a.m. 8 miles north-east of the city. 
Born 22 Oct 1843 Warren, NH. Moved at age 8 with 
parents to Bristol, VT. Married 22 Oct 1843 
Starksborough, VT to Mr. Beebe. Seven years later 
moved to Clinton Co., IA and in 1867 further west to 
near Cedar Rapids; in 1875 to Marshall Co. Leaves 
husband and 3 sons - George H., Marshalltown; 
Fred W., Seattle, WA; & Edward J. on the old 
homestead. Three brothers survive, George W., 
Thomas J., and Andrew J. Curtis, all of VT. Services 
at home 10:00 Saturday, Rev. O. H. L. Mason 
officiating. Burial at Green Mountain. [Linda O. 
Brookman, 4307 Viewcrest Rd. S., Salem, OR 97302] 


5. Can anyone identify and differentiate between 
the following two Jonathan Curtis? Both were Rev. 
War soldiers who died in central NY. 

#1 d. Cazenovia, Madison Co., NY, 30 Sep 1823 at 
age 58. His wife was Susanna (__). 

#2 d. Nelson, NY, 29 Mar 1844 at age 74. His wife, 
Thankful (___), d. 1828 at age 59. There was a son, 
Ransom. #2 bought lot 60 in Nelson in 1800. 
[Francis R. Jenne, 1 Chestnut St, Potsdam, NY 
13676] 


6. Extracted from The Connecticut Nutmegger, 
25:323, query 7787: 

a. John Curtis, b. Woodbury, CT, 30 Nov 1742. 
Moved to NY, then Canada. Rev. War soidier. 

b. Isaac Curtis, b. Plymouth, CT, 31 Jul 1740, m. 30 
Nov 1763 Lydia Foote. Moved to NY, Mohawk 
Valley, Utica area. [Member Francis R. Jenne {see 
query #5 for address} seeks correspondence with 
other descendants. ] 


Lineage: a. John® b. 30 Nov 1742, Allyn‘, David’, 
Joseph?, Thomas of Wethersfield. 

b. Isaac® b. 31 Jul 1740, Daniel‘, Isaac®?, Richard of 
Dorchester & Sarah Howe. 


7. Extracted from The Connecticut Nutmegger, 
25:318, query 6804: Julia London, b. Hamden, NY, 
5 Jun 1852, d. Hartford, CT, 17 Feb 1935, dau. of 
Hiram London & Ruth Curtiss. Julia m. (1) 23 Jun 
1866 Charles Gray; m. (8) 9 Dec 1920 Arthur 
Hemenway. Seeks info on Julia’s dau. Jessie 
(Gray) Smith, d. Hartford, CT, 2 Mar 1934 age 55 
& Jessie’s dau. Bernice G. Smith of Hartford. 
[Non-member Pat Flowers, 5020 Pearblossom Dr., 
Riverside, CA 92507-6050] 


Lineage: Ruth’, Miles®, Aaron®, Joshua‘, Joseph’, 
Thomas’, John & Elizabeth. 


[Note: If any member can assist Pat, please be sure 
to suggest membership in the Society & our need of 
female descendant information.] 
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8. Researching descendant lines & allied families 
of Orlando’ [Philo®, Martin®, Eleazer*, Solomon® ?, 
Deodatus' Curtis] Curtiss and his wives, Janette & 
Louisa Jane Palmer, who were sisters. 
[Non-member Emily P. (Mrs. Wilbur H.) Thies, 2665 
Tallant Rd. NV285, Santa Barbara, CA 93105 ~— See 
note in the query above.] 


[Queries are listed on a “space available" basis. 
Please provide copies of responses to the Queries 
Committee so that the information may be shared 
with all through the database and archives.] + 


If You Have Read This Far, we would 


really like to have your view [and review] of this 
issue of the Chronicle. Readability, style, content, 
format, layout, etc. are all open to discussion. 


Do you have ideas for improving the Chronicle? Are 
there topics we don’t cover -- or don’t cover in the 
depth you would like? Do you have an article or an 
interesting piece of Curtis-related [read Curtis- 
descendant-related since we wish to treat the 
female lines of descent equally with the male] 
research to share? Birth, marriage, death, 
recognition and accomplishment notices are all 
equally welcome — but we cannot print what we 
don't receive. Remember -- this Is your Society 


and yOur newsletter!! + 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


Gurtis/Eurtiss Chronicle 


The Holy and Clizz 

Curtis/Curtiss So 

Mr. Richmond H. Cu 
Secretary 


234 Joshua Point Ro: 
Guilford, CT 06437 
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Society Publications: 


A Genealogy of the Curtiss-Curtis Family of Stratford, 
CT. A Supplement to the 1903 edition. Harlow 
Dunham Curtis. [1953].585 pages. [hardback] [Only 
3 original copies left] ........... $70 postpaid. 


A Genealogy of the Curtiss-Curtis Family. A 
Supplement to the Supplement of 1953. Charles Juan 
Jacobs. [1975]. 19 + 10 pages. [3-hole report cover 
soft bound] ...............008- $5 postpaid. 


Richard Curtice, Master Mariner. A Genealogy of 
Richard Curtice of Salem, MA, and Southold, Long 
Island, whose Father appears to have been The 
Master Mariner. Harlow Dunham Curtis. [1955]. 102 
pages. [hardback] ............. $15 postpaid. 


Descendants of Richard Curtis (1610-1681) of 
Dorchester, MA and Wallingford, CT. Harlow Dunham 
Curtis [1956] 418 + G&:nages. [Unbound photocopy 
of typescript] .............00 ee $50 postpaid. 


Photocopies of material from the Society. archives 
are priced on a case-by-case basis since some of 
the material is fragile and: difficult to reproduce. 
Some may require transcription rather than.copying 
in order to preserve the material. Contact Mary. 
Curtis Perry. For pedigree charts, FGRs, etc. from 
the database, contact Art Hutchinson. + 


For Reference 


Not to be taken from this room 


92-8 


38 Heather Way 


Mrs Millicent Ann Schreiber 


Ventura, CA 93004=- laiz2 


99 of 189 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy DepartniertouLa 1) LI 


APRI L Curtis Family History GENEALOGY Cc 
1 9 9 y) 2 ? > Richmond H. Curtiss, Editor 


234 Joshua Point Road 
Leete’s Island 

The Dolnr and Clisabetl aaah Be 

Curtis/ACurtiss Society Stratford ¢ on Houle 1039 


Guilford, CT 06437 
Curtis/Curtiss Chronicle 


SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY,AUGUST 1st,1992 The Annual Reunion will be oe 
THE TRUMBULL MARRIOTT 180 Hawley Lane, Trumbull, CT (The next town Ny": 


Stratford) Details later. 


¢ ENT ROM _ YOUR _PR 


I dc hope that everyone has "survived" the Winter. We in the north are 
looking forward to Spring with a return of green leaves and lawns, and 
Spring flowers. And it is the time te begin thinking about our summer 
vacation. 


At the suggestion of several members, this year we have changed the 
time of the Reunion/Annual Meeting from late September to mid-Summer. 
It is our hope that many of you will now find it possible to join and 
make it part of your vacation. As I am sure you know, southern New 
England is home to many places of interest. So please save the date, 
August 1. 


We will have a special mailing providing you with the details of the 
Reunicn/Annual Meeting. We will include a list of accommodations in 


hs Sad aS Se 


the area - hotels, motels, bed & breakfasts, and camp grounds. 


I have been truly gratified by the number of people who have become 
Life Members since the 1991 Reunion. We thank you for your faith and 
confidence in the Society. We have also added a number of new members. 
It has been exciting noting the number of husbands and wives who have 
taken advantage of the new level of membership offered for the first 
time this year. Welcome to all of you. 


If there is a error on your mailing label, please send me a note. I 
will make the corrections immediately. Write to: 131 Lake Road, 
Ontario, NY 14519. Or call me evenings at: (716) 265-0621. 


Irene and Russell Curtis have done an excellent job of getting 
publicity for the Curtis/s Reunion in several national publications. 
But after several years, they have notified me that they would like to 
resign. I accept their request with deep regrets. Now I am asking for 
volunteers. Irene and Russell will provide you with all the 
information and "helpful hints" they have acquired during their tenure. 
If you want to learn more about the job, write to them at 52 Hull Rd, 
Madison, CT 06443. Please let me know if you are willing to accept 
this position. . 


And as I wrote in the last issue, Priscilla Wry, Treasurer, has 
informed us that she will step down at the end of this term. To date 
no one has come forward and offered to accept the position. If you want 
to know what is involved, write to Priscilla at: 163-B Bison Lane, 
Stratford, CT 06497. I have been told that it does not take a great 
deal of time. 


So please, consider serving as Treasurer of the Society or Publicity 
Chairman. This is our Society and we must all do our part to make it 
survive and grow. 


And don't forget, we are always anxious to receive items about Curtis’. 
The article in this issue about Clara Louise is an excel lent i fa le. 
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Annette Lein Oemocrat and Sironiete 
Clara Louise Curtiss sits yesterday in the lounge at Wesley-on-East. The 96-year-old was honored yesterday by the Monroe High School class of 1941. 


Monroe class of ’41 thanks librarian 


Clara Curtiss honored for 
her 34 years at high school 


By Jennifer Hyman 
Oemocrat and Chromite 


Students did not mess about in the old Monroe 
High School library, not when Clara Louise Curtiss 
was around. 

They buried their noses in their books and didn't 
talk or goof off, not unless they wanted a pink slip and 
an interview with the principal. 

(Curtiss, now 96, was reminded yesterday of her 
strict but fair ways when the Monroe High School 
class of 1941 presented her with a framed photograph 
and plaque to commemorate her 34 years as the 
school’s librarian, 


“She didn't miss a trick. You could be way at the 
end of the library and if you pulled any shenanigans, 
she would be up in a flash,” recalled Jack Keller, class 
of ‘41 and a retired Eastman Kodak Co. records 
department employee. ~ 

The plaque was presented to Curtiss, known to her 
friends as “CC,” in the lounge of the Wesley-on-East 
residential and health care facility on East Avenue, 
where she has lived since 1969. 

It will be mounted in her old library, which now 
serves Monroe Middle School, said Judy Goldstein, 
the school's current librarian. 

“You set a standard of excellence that continues to 
this day,” Goldstein told Curtiss in a tribute. 

The glowing center of attention in a patterned 
dress, cardigan and white corsage, Curtiss chatted 
with former students and triends at the morning 
gathering and dispensed interviews with aplomb, de- 


spite failing hearing and eyesight. 

She recalled the couple who fell in love in her 
library and now have two grown sons in college; the 
former students who still correspond with her from 
far-flung places; and the reunion last May of the class 
of "41, at which she was the guest of honor. 

“They sent me a library pass to get in,” she 
chuckled. 

Curtiss attended high school in Geneseo and gradu- 
ated from Smith College in 1918. She began her career 
as a children’s librarian in New York City and came to 
Monroe High School as librarian in 1926. 

What single message did she try to instill in her 
students over more than three decades? 

“I told them what the president of Smith College 
told us when we were a bunch of nervous freshmen: 
that one of the signs of an educated person is the 
ability to make transitions,” she said. 


Clara Louise Curtiss (above article) is a member of the Curtis/ss 
Sacietu. She is listed as the daughter of Ephriam and Mary Clive Curtiss 
in the second paragraph on page 53 of our 1953 Genealogy. Her miece,. 
Phillis Hamm of Corning, is also a member cf the Society. 


Miss Curtiss' cirthday was Feoruary 23rd. She was 
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os embers p-to-date about the Society’s 

Computer Corer ee Cae NY prolee to create a "lineage-linked” data base af 

by Art Hutchinson = our Curtis ancestors. Actually, it is not a 

a . "project" in the classical sense since the term 

"project" implies an action with both a start and an 

end point. This project does not have an ending point and will continue for as long as the 

Society exists. AS space permits, I will also try to respond to computer-related questions that 

may be of interest to the membership-at-large. My address is 7364 Hidden Knolls Court, 
Springfield, VA 22153-1911. Correspondence and questions are welcome. 

Perhaps this first column would be an ideal place to define terms, to "review the bidding" 
with regard to the project and to put some possibilities for the future on the table for discussion. 
First, a definition. When you see "Curtis", please read "Curtis", "Curtiss", "Curtice” or any 
surname belonging to any descendant. : 7 


A few years ago, Society management had the foresight to make a commitment to the 
automation of the genealogical material within the Society’s and the membership’s possession 
related to the descendants of John & Elizabeth. At the time, there were few genealogical 
programs to choose from and the Society’s objectives were constrained by the choices available. 
Also, most of the Society’s information and all of it’s publications were structured according to 
the traditional male lines of descent. The last several years have seen great advances in 
affordable automated tools to help the genealogist [and, I have no doubt, the next several years 
see a repeat of these advances]. 


Responding to these advances, the Society now actively encourages the project to include 
all female lines of descent and to include other Curtis lines not [so far] connected to this family. 
It is through the latter entries and the matching capabilities of genealogical software that we hope 
to assist members and other researchers with as yet unconnected Curtis lines. 


Considerable entry into the master data base has been done. Books completely entered 
include: Frederic Haines Curtiss’ 1903 A Genealogy of the Curtiss Family...; John Alasco 
Curtis’ 1924 Record of the Descendants of Philo Curtis, Rutland, Vermont; Harlow Dunham 
Curtis’ 1953 A Genealogy of the Curtiss-Curtis Family of Stratford, Connecticut: A Supplement 
to the 1903 edition; and Charles Juan Jacobs’ 1975 A Genealogy of the Curtiss-Curtis Family: 
A Supplement to the Supplement of 1953. 


I have also entered member Lois E. Curtiss’ 1991 Ancestry and Descendents of William 

i f_Toni Berlin Townshi ichi and Donna Holt 
Siemiatkoski’s 1990 The Descendents of Governor Thomas Welles of Connecticut 1590-1658 
{sic} and his wife Alice Tomes. The latter book was entered due to the many cross links 
between our families. Additionally, much information from the Society’s correspondence files 
has been extracted and entered as well as information from many primary and [hopefully] 
reliable secondary sources. More on this effort in later columns. ' 

Where are we going and what do we intend to do with all this information? That is 
really up to the membership and we need to know your feelings on the subject. The possibilities 
are nearly endless and your suggestions are solicited. Those who are members of other family 
associations know our Society has a well deserved reputation for sponsoring quality genealogies. 


Is it time to "redo" the basic: genealogies -- perhaps an initial 4 or 5 generation study 
followed by a series of 3 generation volumes? Or separate volumes following the descendants 
of generation 2? Instead of bound volumes, publish a periodical that gradually works through 
the family? Would a membership roster containing lines of descent be of interest? 


Should the information be given to the LDS for inclusion in their Ancestral File and thus 
become available to family researchers world-wide through the Family Search software? It goes 
without saying that we will remain a repository of Curtis information and continue to assist 
members and other researchers of this family. 102 of 189 
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LL, A note regardinv WSuree IMatHESTY While copies of source material [VRs, etc.] are very 
welcome and highly desirable, please do not sent original source documents that you wist 
returned. We strive to keep all material safely in the "archives" but cannot be responsible fo 
loss. Photocopies with an annotation of the repository of the original are perfect for our use. 
If you have access to or are aware of Curtis-related genealogies not noted above or to local 
histories and periodicals containing Curtis information, please let us know so we can arrange to 
obtain copies for posting to the data base. Photocopies [please include title page and publisher 
information as well as the location of the original] will be greatly appreciated. If the cost of 
photocopies is a barrier, please let me know; something can be worked out. Material received 
will be noted in future columns so members may avoid duplicate efforts. In any case, it would 
be a good idea to write first to check whether the source is already known and available. 


Those members with their family information in a computerized data base that can be 
extracted in the GEDCOM format are urged to send in the GEDCOM information on either 
format 5% inch diskette. Member John L. Scherer of Rexford, NY [a Roots III user] has 
already offered to share his family information in this fashion and we certainly look forward to 
other members’ GEDCOM submissions. If you prefer or it is easier not separating just the 
Curtis-related information, send it all and we will do the extraction. 


GEDCOM transfers work both directions. If you decide to become "automated", 
arrangements can be made to provide your line in GEDCOM format. This will be a major 
assistance and labor saver for those using a GEDCOM-compatible computer program. [EOF] 


What can you do to further our common objectives? The best and most desirable 
assistance is the submission of Family Group Records [FGR] for your Curtis lines at least back 
to one of our published families. Descendant and pedigree charts are helpful and assist in data 
entry but normally do not contain all of the needed family information. We also need FGRs 
with corrections to the published families [please highlight in some fashion the corrections so 
they are not missed] aiong with a copy of the source document supporting the correction if such 
is possible. 


Data, Inquiries Increase!! 


Genealogical inquiries and data submitted to the Society have increased substantially and 
now arrive at the rate of about one per week. In 1991 we received half again more inputs than 
in 1990, many, many more than in 1984 when computerization of the data base was initiated. 
Many of the inquiries/data concern female lines and Curtis(s) ancestry other than that of John 
and Elizabeth. This is undoubtedly due to increased publicity about the Society, as well as 
broadened genealogical coverage in the Chronicle. Many -- not all - inquiries have been 
successfully answered, in no small part due to our access to Harlow D. Curtis’ archives. Others 
are published as ’queries’ in the Chronicle. We welcome your additions of the Curtis(s) and 
related data, biographical, and anecdotal material to the data bank, archives, and Chronicle, as 
well as continuing questions. Keep ’em coming! 


Positive Publicity Will Increase Membership 
[And Help Us All] 


One of the best ways for the Society to attract new members is to share our information 
within the genealogical community. We can all do a part in the sharing by being especially alert 
to Curtis(s)-related queries found in the publications of other societies. Members can write the 
researcher telling them of the Society and our data base/archives or forward the query to Dick 
and Mary Perry or Art Hutchinson. There is a very good chance of the Society’s information 


helping these researchers and thus create a good reason for these researchers p — re Society. 
ae : ae 3 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Man pes disey PeqnesiogpDenarpan a 
Curtis Family History ¢ 
Revelations continue to be turned up in the pre-1i960 archives of 

prolific historian-genealogist Harlow Dunham Curtis of Manlius, New 
York, the latest being manuscripts of two of his published books, 
"Richard Curtice, Master Mariner," 1955, and "Descendants of Thomas 
Buell, Pioneer of Madison County, N. Y.," 1956. These manuscripts may 
be of interest to descendants of the subjects, or to genealogical 
organizations in towns of their origin/destination. 


The MS of "A Genealogy of Richard Curtice of Salem, Mass., and 
Southold, Long Island, whose father appears to have been the Master 
Mariner Cof the same namel]" consists of 170 pages of hand-written text 
by HDC (no index) from which the indexed book was printed. 


There are two copies of the Buell MS, each 420 pages long, one 
hand-written by HDC, the other typed, plus index. Thomas Buell (5) 
was descended from Joseph (4), Samuel (3), Samuel (2), and immigrant 
William Buell (1), a founder of Windsor, Conn., who came from 
Chesterton, Huntingdonshire, England before 14640, as recorded in an 
earlier 1881 Buell Genealogy. This MS recording the descendants of 
Thomas Buell (5) is a supplement to that earlier genealogy, and tells 
of this pioneer and his wife, Irene Blodgett, who came in 1795 by ox- 
team from Newport, New Hampshire, and settled in Madison County, N. Y. 
It is a record of the descendants of their twelve children —- ten sons 
and two daughters —- in settling this new frontier. 


The archives of Harlow D. Curtis are the property of the "John 
and Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss Society" and are presently on extended 
loan to the Southbury Historical Society Inc. for use and evaluation. 
If you are interested in acquiring, access to, or copies of HDC’s 
archives, or any of these manuscripts, or another MS by HDC (un- 
published) previously reported, "Descendants of Richard Curtis (1610- 
1681) of Dorchester, Mass. and Wallingford, Conn.," please contact 
Barbara Curtis Weaver, President, J&EC/CS, 131 Lake Avenue, Ontario, 
N. Y. 14519, or Mary Curtis Perry, Librarian, SHSInc., Box 128, South 
Britain, Conn. 06487. 


RCP 12/29/91 ; 
TEMECULA, CA 92593=2500 Florence Blacharski, P.0.Box 2500 


I do not think I have told you that Joe passed away in August. Upon our 
return home June 1990, he went in for surgery. Then he had another in January. 
People couldn't believe he was ill because he looked so well and ate so well, 


and continued to do so much. I'm glad we got to see you while we were in 
New Haven for I'm not planning on returning for any of his class reunions altho 


widows are invited as guests of the class. 

However, Sue Rogers, my friend with whom we stayed on Humphrey Street, and 
I may do some traveling. She says she cannot fly, so it will be interesting 
where we go by train or ship. So, who knows, I may get to New Haven again. 
My family is encouraging me to travel. And Joe would be for it. He was mak- 
ing plans for this past October. 


Great things seem to be happening with the Society and it is exciting to have 
a woman president this year. 


I'm glad they raised the dues to $19. I paid that last year on my own initiative. 
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CURTISS BOUERY b 
t 


RUTH BEARDSLEY PARKER Dewitt, NY13214 

(1) Need children's names and their vital statistics of William 
(1705-1738) and Sarah (Curtis) Hopkins. William was brother of 
Stephen Hopkins, signer of the Declaration of Independence from 
Rhode Island. 

(2) Henry Clay Hopkins b. 1847 MD, d. 1929 MD m. there Ella 
Izora Crook. Had one son, William Curtis Hopkins bo. 1888 MD 


d. there 1969 m. Hannah Smith. Why was William given the middle 
of Curtis? 


CURTISYS QUERY 


New member Vickie M. Roberts, 206 Bittercreek Drive, Folsom, Cal. 
95650, seeks substantiation anc further info on parentage and ancestry 
rc ; %, - m4 o41 
of Edward A. Curtis, 6b. Seneca, N. ¥. ca ig2c, m. Mar. 12841 Caroline 


King in NY, d. 24 Feb. 19981 in Indiana. He had younger 6ro., George 
Grant Curtis, and six children born in Indiana. Were his parents Jonn 
Curtis, 6b. ca 1794 in NY, and Barbara _____ » bs. ca 1800 in NY, 


lineage unknown? 


FOR SALE - A REAL BUY! Used genealogies in good condition. All of them 
first editions. 1903 and 1953 Curtis/Curtiss for $35 each and the 
1975 UpDate at $5. Please write direetly to: MRS LAURA D. SIMPSON, 

Rte #2, Harrison, ARK 72601-9802: 


A DISTINGUISHED CURTIS 


Member Phillis Hamm of Corning, N.Y. sent us information on 6 
distinguished family member who made significant contributions to his 
community and his nation. The information is taken from “WHO'S WHO 
in America” (Yol.111 1951- 1960) and the Steuben County (N.Y.) Hall of 
Fame. 

William Hanford Curtiss (1684-1960) ,a resident of Corning,NY and 
graduate of Williams College received the Croix de Guerre from France 
as a Lt. Col. in World Wart.He was also one of 3 men who met in Paris and 
formed the American Legion. He was employed by Corning Glass Works 
from 1920 to 1953 serving as Secretary, Yice President, Honorary Vice 
President and Director of the company, He served as President ot The 
Corning Museum of Glass, and President of the Corning Public Library. 

By coincidence William Hanford Curtiss is related to Clara Louise 
Curtiss who is pictured elsewhere in this issue ond both of their names 
are shown in the first two paragraphs on page 53 of the 1953 POS BPA 

This is the first response to our appeal for names of Curtis/ss fami y 
members of this distinction. We hone it will motivate more citations. 


60th Anniverary 

Richmond and Sally 
Curtiss had 19 Curtiss 
relatives at their home 
in Leete's Island in 
Guilford, CT on Sunday 
December 27, 1991.The 
actual date was January 
1st 1992. A festive week 
end is planned for April 
at the Red Lion in Stock- 


: son, John Buffum of Colechester, Vt. Servi 1989 Nelson Curtis, Sr. 
bELogey Mes as matron of honor was Mary ‘Bufture Doris Tribley 
HHH Baar srt lane of the ore , . Georganna Willits 
erving as best man for his fa : - 
Dapale Cartis of Boise, near ; sie ie 1990 arte yale 
rior to moving to Burlington two year: 
SEND A NEWS NOTE ? ago, the bride wal a “aridant al Wallingford Shirley 0O*Leary. 
where ae anacd and peanted a secretarial. Ruth Parker. 
service for years. In the years just rior _ 
Editor's Note to se to Busy, she enjoyed asuce 1991 masa , JP. 
—————— ‘ cessful Career as a realtor wit. e 
Many thanks to the members Company. ; me Arthur Hutchinson 
who have sent greetings The bridegroom, now retired, was a pro- James. LiS Jennings 
and thanks over the years. iia ana Is pooneedy ut oramer ay Iva Lou Lindgren . 
wnere e@ serve as superintendent - o ij 
It has been a lot of ioe 2 schools in Wallingford seus anchestoe. In ot cenit lie J 
but Sally and I have been 1967-68, he was president of the American 1992 Robert D. Smith 
happy to do it. Association of School Administrators. In ad- Elisabeth Willis 
dition, he held various positions with many 
national and international education asso- 
Clations. 
New Members since the October "Chronicle" 
Baldwin, Edna 65 Hiwon Conroe, TX 77304 
Bunnell, Sandra Standish RR#1 Box 1425 Alexander, ME 04694 
Curtiss, Edwin W. RFD #3 Box 182 #£Brattlebor, VT 05801 
Curtis, Hazel, (Mrs.F.L.Jr.) RR #1 Box 13 Virgil, SD 57379 
Curtiss, Mary L. (Mrs. F.M.) 129 Glen Haven Road Rochester, NY 14609 
Curtiss, John B. (Jack) RR#1 1300 Nauset. Eastham, MA 02642 
Curtis, Betty L. (Mrs. R.L.) 349 Armitage Drive Monroe, MI 48181 
Curtis, Ross 1801 20th Street Nit Ames, IA 50010 
Curtis, Jessie (Mrs. Ross) 1801 20th Street N11 Ames, IA 50010 
Curtis, Emily B. (Mrs. Wm H) Star Rte #627601 Center Harbor, NH 03226 
Edwards;-Leslie L.(Mrs..Roy) 12 Blacklands Dr. Hayes,.Middx UK - UB4 8EU 
Forgy, Bette C (Mrs A,C,) 19432 NE 119th Street Bru&hPrairie, VWiA 98606 
Kuhn, Nancy Curtis 1272 West Early Ave. Chicago, IL 60660 
Lambert, Dorothy H. 752 Pendegast Circle Woodland, CA 96695 
Ledger, Joan (Mre. Glenn) 2626 Lemond Drive — Kalamazoo, MI 49008 
Montgomery, John L. (Jack) 727 Cheowa Circle Knoxville, IN 37919 
Montgomery, Joanna (Mrs. JL) 727 Cheowa Circle Knoxville, IN 37919 
Morey, Edward A. 11824 Elkhead Range Rd Littleton, CO 80127 
Morey, Virginia (Mrs. Edw) 11824 Elkhead Range Rd Littleton, CO 80127 
Peterson, Howard H . 179 McCarver Ave Oregon City, OR 97405 
Richardson, Edward W. 460 Highview Drive Radnor, PA 19087 
Roberts, Vickie M. 206 Bittercreek Dr Folsom, CA 95630 
Shonk, Clara J. Curtis P.0.Box 683 DeMotte, IN 46310 
weaver, Douglas C. 154 Zolder Street Hemet, CA 92344 
Weaver, Karl J. 265 Greening Lane Ontario, NY 14519 
Wieland, John F. 250 South Grant Colby, KS 67701 
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3/19/94 


Curtis — 


Buffum 


Emily M. Buffum of Burlington, Vt. and 
William H. Curtis of Moultonborough, N.H. 
were married Jan. 26 in the Stone Room of 
the First Congregational Church of Burling- 
ton, Vt. The Rev. Martin Kopenhaver r,er- 
formed the ceremony. a 5 

The bride was given in marriage by her 


ny 


William Henry Johnson 
was a President of the 
Society from 1957 to 


L959: 


All best wishes 


PRESENT LIFE MEMBERS 
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NATIONAL FIRST PRIZE WINNING QUILT DONATED TO THE SOCIETY Ri 


FIRST PRIZE WINNING QUILT DONATED Vins pies 
The 8' x 8' quilt, hand made, by Miss Mary Beers over 100 ‘years ago 

has been donated to the Society by Stanley L. Curtis’ daughter, Mrs. 

Judith Lyford Curtis MacMurray. It was Mr. Curtis’ great aunt, whose 

handwork won the first prize of $100 in 1910 in an international 

contest, that brought the best quilts all over the nation 

‘4, --- >, Our sincere thanks to Mrs. MacMurray for this wonderful 

giti. the weard of Directors will determine its future at its Spring ; 

meeting. A complete story of the quilt will be told in the Julu "Chronicle 


CURTISS CANDY COMFANY 


On the theory that midwestern farm boys who are used to seeing 
Curtiss cattle win prizes will associate excellence with Curtiss 
candy bars, Otto Schnering, a Curtiss descendant, became a pioneer in 
and was called "king of the nickel candy bar business." Schnering 
entered the bakery, foods, and bulk candy line in a rented shop on the 
north side of Chicago in 1914, and named his company after his mother, 
Helen Curtiss (Mrs. Julian) Schnering, an eighth generation Curtiss 
descended through Hull Curtis of Woodbury from Dr. Thomas Curtis of 
Wethersfield. By the time Schnering died in 1953 at age 41, his 
company which manufactured the Baby Ruth, Butterfingers, and Jolly 
Jack candy bars was bringing in over $50,000,000 a year and had sold 
more than 23 trillion Baby Ruth bars alone. 


At Schnering’s death the Curtiss Company also cwned and operated 
a noted farm of 2500 acres in northern Illinois which was described as 
"a business, a show place, an experimental station and a profitable 
publicity medium for Curtiss candy" grossing #3,500,000 in 1951 and 
recognized for the excellence of its operations. A believer in having 
enthusiastic employees, Otto Schnering early installed pension and 
profit-sharing systems in his company, and established two educational 
foundations named after his parents, Schnering and Curtiss. 


Source: The New York Times, 12 January 1953. 


For the past year I have been busily organizing a new 
Daughters of the American Colonists chapter within the area 
of Wildomar (Riverside County], California. This finally 
became a reality on October 9, when the National Board of 
Management met in Washington, D. C. and confirmed our 
chapter. The name choice for our chapter was "Widow 
Elizabeth Hutchins Curtiss”. We shall start our chapter life 
with 19 members, 3 of whom can claim descent from the Widow 
Elizabeth. We would be most happy to have any of the ladies 
in the Curtis/Curtiss family join our group as members or as 


associates if they presently belong to the Daughters of the 
American Colonists. i 


i on 
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Curtis Family History 


Tre village af Nezing (cr ‘“Nazeing ) in County Essex, East Anclia, 
ancé surrcurding ares produced many emigrants to America in the 1430s, 
inclucing some named Curtis/s, Camp, Graves, Elicst, Score, Gibbs, 
Sheiley, Heath, etc. A number of Curtis/s descendants nave visited the 
village in recent years, but for those who havn’t, the following is 
intended to provide a brief picture of that ramarkable and historic 


Village. References are provided for those who would like to know more 
about the area and its people. , 

The ‘History of Essex’ says "Nazing is, in Domesd: y Book, written 
‘Nessingham, Nessinga, Nessinges,’ probably derived fren the Saxon word 
‘nase’ or nose, a projection, and ‘ing,’ a meadow, Since part of the 
parish stands on a hill." Situated only 17 miles north of London ina 
‘green belt,’ Nazing comprises the northwest corner of Waltham half 
hundred. Besides the interest it holds for us as the home of our 
forefathers, there is a peculiar aspect of this little village and its 
surroundings which is so characteristic of the many rustic homesteads 
and picturesque spots for which old England is noted. Gne might 
imagine from the number of gable-frontsd cottages with their low 
thatched roofs and overhanging eaves which abound in Nazing upland 
especially, that it has undergone but little change during the past 
four hundred years. 


The old parish church is situated on the side of 4 hill 
overlooking parts of Hertfordshire and Middlesex; it is bounded on the 
west by the River Lea, and on the east and south by Waltham Abbey and 
Ecping. Some authorities think it possible that a churcn was buiit on 
the site of the present one as far back as the fourth century A. D., , 
but certainly by shortly after the time of Saint Augustine’s arrival in 
England at the end of the sixth century. 


This early church was appropriated by King Haroid to his newly 
founded church in Waltham in the eleventh century, and was first 
Supplied by the canons of Waltham, or by persons appointed by them. 
The first listed vicar was ‘William the Clerk’ about 1144. The 
vicarage was noted among the small benefices in the taxation of 
Nicholas IV in 1291, and was valued at 30s. The abbots and convent of 
Waltham remained patrons of the vicarage till the dissolution of the 
abbey in the time of Henry VIII. 


Nezing’s Ali1l-Saints Church consists of chancel, nave, and north 
aisle, with a square embattled tower containing five bells. View from 
the bell-tower shows the remarkably undeveloped countryside even today. 
The body and aisle are divided into four pointed arches rising on 
circular clustered columns; behind the first column, which is hollow, 
is a smali door, leading by a narrow winding stair to an aperture in 
front of the chancel, sufficiently large to exhibit a person nearly at 
full length to the congregation. This was no doubt the entrance to the 
rooc loft, but whether this was originally intended as a plac2= of 
penance is not certainly known. It is evident, however, that nat toc 
long ago it was used for purposes cf general thanksgiving, since on a 
wooden tablet beneath the aperture is inscribed the Fsalm: "I will Fay 
my Vows unto the Lord in the sight of all his Feople." 


108 of 189 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Curtis Family History 

| 


| 


ei scr of tne church has uncergene some chance. The'old sek 

Seats wniln were caryvesc at the ends with a varisty of erotssque™ 
characters were in recent (Sars C.eared ,out with .the exception Of about - 
five of the best of ‘them, -whicn’ rave since een! retin cad at theseast end 
(ot ‘the sidelaisie.. Thes® seats'date back to the time of :James the 
First. Cne can easily imagine the emigrant fathers worshippias’ within 
othe church’s cle grey walis. A simpie plaque cA the wall of the Church 
placed by the Curtis/s Society reads "In memory of ali members of this 
Church who emigrated to America." 


The parish registers of Nazing, which yield’ many an important item 
in connection: with the emigrants, commence in:‘the year: 1559. ° The first 
register book is headed with a text of scripture, "O Lord increase our 
faith.” In the Nazing and Waltham Abbey Parish Registers are found 
birth, death, and marriage records of many of the emigrant families, 
including the Curtises (several of these have been. reproduced in. 1 1 apes 

‘Chronicles’ of the Society). © Status. of these records has also been 
| Sonali described by the present vicar,. Rev. Martin Webster. Others 

re available at the Essex’ Record Office-in Chelmsford. ‘Nazing is 
readily accessibie from London on a day trip by car or rail. More |. ' 
information Gon this, as well as personal » contacts; ‘are available rom ee 
Richmond reir ge Nelson bar es2r Mary Curtis Parr ye 
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Curtis/Curtiss Chronicle 


Comments from Your President 


Memories of the wonderful 1991 Reunion are still very vivid. 
But already we must start on the preparations for the 1992 
Reunion. Time does march on. 


In response to comments by many members to hold the Reunion 
at a time when families could attend, the 1992 Reunion is 
scheduled for Saturday, August 1 in Stratford, Connecticut. This 
will afford members traveling from greater distances the 
opportunity to join in the festivities. 


Attending the Reunion can be one part of your family 
vacation. There are many places to see and things to do in the 
southern New England area - Stratford, Mystic Harbor, Old 
Sturbridge Village, Plymouth Plantation, Boston, Cape Cod, to 
mention just a very few. So mark August 1 on your calendar. 


We will forward more information about the Reunion to you as 
the time gets closer and more of the details have been finalized. 
And, as in 1991, for your convenience we will compile a list of 
available accommodations in the Stratford area. 


Priscilla Curtis Wry who has served as the Treasurer of the 
Society for the past several years has requested that she be 
relieved of the responsibility at the end of her current term. 

We accept her request with regret and understanding. We are now 
coming to you, the members, asking for volunteers. If you would 
be interested in the position of Treasurer of the Society please 
iet me know. You can write to me at 131 Lake Road, Ontario, NY 
14519; or you can call evenings at (716) 265-0621. 


The Chronicle is your newsletter. Help us make it #& 
publication we are all proud of and Submit your item of interest 
to us. Forward suggestions for possible topics that could be 
investigated. Do you know about a notable or "interesting" 
Curtis/Curtiss Cousin? Write an article and forward it for 
inclusion in an upcoming issue. Do not worry; if you request, we 
will be happy to edit your material before publication. I am 
sure all members would like to learn about some of their 
Curtis/Curtiss cousins. But we need your help to do it. 


Nelson Curtis and Dick Perry have provided wonderful 
articles about early family members and our English roots 
including copies of the pages from the Nazeing Church records. 
Now it is time for some of the rest of us to do our part. How 
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CURTIS/SS SOCIETY DIRECTORS MEETING 

On Sunday, Septenber 29th, the day after the Annual Meeting, a meeting 
was held of the new Directors of the Society at the South Britain Library 
and the following matters were covered: 

1. Bill McHenry accepted the position of Membership Chairman.. Rich 
Curtiss will send out notices for renewal of membership.Checks for dues 
{at the new rates) should be sent to Rich. He will send the names of the 
renewals to Barbara and Bill and Bill will follow up on those who don't 
renew in a reasonable time. 

2. Barbara will be encouraging members to submit news items and 
suggestions for articles for the Chronicle as well as articles about 
prominent and interesting Curtises - past or present. 

3. It was agreed that the position of Historian is now redundant with 
our computer oriented approach to the archival information. and that it 
should not be filled. 

4. We will obtain copies of the 1903 Genialogy and the 1975 
Supplement and send them to the Mormon Library in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

5.. The Directors voted unanimously to award an Honorary Life 
Membership in the Society to Jeff Curtis for services rendered above and 
beyond the line of duty. He has for almost two years been printing 
the Chronicles without charge to the Society. 

The meeting adjourned at noon. 


LIFE MEMBERSHIPS IN THE SOCIETY 
It hae been some time since we have mentioned our Life Memberships 
which have become even more interesting with the recent increase in cur 
dues to $10.00 per person, $15.00 for man and wife, and $5.00 per person 
under 21 years. The cost of 6 Life Membership has nat changed frorn $150., 
although in time it might be expected to. These moneys, presently totalling 
$1150 sre segregated in e separate Certificate of Deposit, the income 


‘from which may be transferred to operating funds and spent on regular 


operating expenses, The officers,however, decided that the original funds 


should not be spent except by vote of the officers (now by Directors) and 
hopefully only for some special purpose of a capital nature, There are now 
6 Life Members and one Honorary Life Member (Vicar Martin Webster of All 
saints Parish of Nazeing,County of Essex, Great Britain ). 


We urge you to take advantage of this membership and become 4 
perpetual member, no longer subject to annual dues. This investment will 
also lend stability to the long term life of your Society by providing an 
angoing source of operating Funds. In order to obtain this membership 
Please fill out the application below and enclose a check for $150. made 
cut to the Society and send it to Richmond Curtiss, Secretary 234 Joshua 
Foint Raad, Leete's Island, Guilford, CT 06437. 
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CURTIS BQwueEeRY - 
WAS THOMAS CURTIS (1598 - 1681) of WETHERSFIELD 
a NEPHEW of JOHN CURTISS of NAZING? 


THOMAS CURTIS is well established as one of the early settlers of 
Wethersfield, Connecticut, yet his origins remain a puzzle. He 
appeared on the scene in America before 1446 in a period of mass. 7” 
exodus from Britain and his descendants are relatively weli 
documented. Yet there are not known to be definitive records of this 
Thomas Curtis in England, and several possible scenarios as to his 
origins can be constructed. 


Some of the circumstantial evidence in England and iater in 
America suggests that Thomas Curtis of Wethersfield may have been 
descended from the Curtiss/Curtis family of Nazing, Essex, and was in 
fact the nephew of John Curtiss (1) who married Elizabeth Hutchins and 
came to America. Tne case for (and against) Thomas Curtis originating 
from the Curtisses of Nazing is as follows (written as if Thomas of 
Wethersfield actually was a nephew of John Curtiss (1), the 
immigrant) : 


—- John Curtiss’ (1) oldest brother was Thomas (1) who 
Married first Mary Camp. Their first son, William (2), born in 1592, 
later married Sarah Eliot, and they came to America, as did several 
others in their family and in their parish. Mary Camp Curtiss died in 
1594 while bearing the last of their five children, a son named 
Thomas, who died not long after as a "puer" in duly 1596. 


—- About that same time, Thomas (1), with four small 
children, married second Mary Gore Shelley, a widow. Speculatively, 
Thomas (2), later of Wethersfield, was their first and only child, 
born in 1598. He would have been a nephew of John’s (1). The name 
*Thomas’ was quite common in this Curtiss family, occurring frequently 
over several generations. But there is no record of a birth or 
baptism in Nazing or environs for a ‘Thomas Curtis’ ca 1598. 


- Thomas Curtis (1) drew up his will in 146604 at Nazing, with 
surviving wife, Mary Gore Sheiley Curtis as Executrix. Wife and 
daughters were specifically named in the will, as well as “my sonne," 
un-named. Son William (2) would have been 12 years oid, and Thomas 
(2) would have been six at that time. 


- There is no record that Thomas (2) of Wethersfield later 
travelled with his brother, William (2), with his uncle John (1), with 
his cousin John (2), or with other members of the family when they 
came to America in the 16232 - 1437 period. His name does not appear 
on any ship‘’s passenger lists —- but most common emigrants were not 
mentioned in those days. 


— Somehow Thomas (2) arrived in this country about that 
time, and he and his cousin, John (2) were listed among the first 
settlers of Wethersfield. Both of their names appear on the land 
records and early maps. John (2), with his family, presumably landed 
first at Roxbury, Mass., then went on to Wethersfield. 
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— Thomas Curtis Fanulytistonyo» a5 Said to have been the first 
of the name in Wethersfield and one of the first in the colony, , 
arriving aS early as 1424. His cousin, John (3) had a home lot before 
1640 on the east side of High Street apposite the Common, adjacent to 
that of Thomas on the North Road to Great Meadow (this area is now 
under water due to a shift in the path of the Connecticut River)., ./; 


PE cet Orie 
-— Thomas (2) married Elizabeth (probably) Salmon of 
Southold, L. I. Their first child was born in Wethersfield in 1439 


and was called ‘John (3),° a given name cammon in the Curtiss family 
of Nazing. 


~ Tt is likeiy that Thomas Curtis’ (2) uncle John (1) had 
alsa come from Nazing to Wethersfield, where he may have died in 1639. 
That same year, his cousin, John (2) and aunt later known as “Widow 
Elizabeth’ (Hutchins) Curtis, presumably left Wethersfield, and with 
her other two sons, William and Thomas, appeared as founders of 
Stratford, Conn. 


- Although in later years Thomas (2) of Wethersfield 
travelled up and down the Connecticut River to Lone island, he 
continued to reside in his adopted town until he died in 1481. There 
is no indication that he had further association with these other 
members of his family or with his brother, William (2) who had come to 
Roxbury, Mass., where he died in 1672. 


Such is the body of evidence and speculation suggesting that 
Thomas Curtis of Wethersfield was descended from the Curtisses of 
Nazing. Was he a nephew of John and Elizabeth Hutchins Curtiss? Your 
comments, additions, questions would be welcomed. References will be 
provided on request. 


Mary Curtis Ferry 
=3 March 1990 


WHO WAS MARY COLEYW? 


The Saybrook Colony Founders Association has developed differing 
Opinions on Mary Coley. Was she the wife of Founder John Clarke, or 
the wife of George Clark, nephew of Founder John? They are asking 
anyone who has information concerning the ‘true’ identity of Mary 
Coley to let them know. 


According to the Curtis/s Society records and archival papers of 
genealogist Harlow D. Curtis, Mary Coley, bp 14685, was the wife of Lt. 
George Clark (1682 — 1762), son of Ensign George Clark and Deborah 
Gold. Mary (4) was the g-gdau of immigrant John Curtiss (1) and his 
wife later known as ‘widow’ Elizabeth Hutchins Curtiss (1), descending 
through their son Thomas and his wife, Mary James Curtiss (2), and 
their only child, Mary Curtiss (3), who married Samuel Coley Jr. (3) 
in 1669. That couple, of Milford, Conn., had five children, oldest of 
whom was Mary Coley Clark (4). 


MCF 2 November 1991 


CURTISYS OQueRY 


New member Clara Curtis Shonk, P. O. Box 683, DeMotte, Indiana 
46310 is seeking the father of JOHNSON S. CURTIS, b 1825 Conn. or 
Ind., a Civil War vet, d 20 Feb 1894, Taylor Co., Wis. Was1tiofsii@ of 
WILLIAM CURTISS (In HDC’s 1953 book pé0, 61) b 7 Mar 1798, who was son 
nf ANUAIGNN CHIRTTGS_ 7th nen. desc. of JOHN & ELIZABETH? 


Pascagoula Public Library 


THE ARCH RPT Be fRanet SY Department 5 
isto 


. ‘ ry 
. Barbara Louise Curtis(Weaver (Age 14 then) 
Sg Prize in the Senior Division, Curtis/Curtiss Reunion Sept. 1954 


Z. 


Ephraim Allen Curtis, my great grandfather, of Frattsburg, New York, 
was noted in his day for his peculiar physical features and prowess. 
In his younger years, before and after his Civil War service, he 
engaged in moving buildings. But apparently the good folks of 
Frattsburg eventually got their houses and barns located to their 
satisfaction and Ephraim "retired" on his Army pension, apparently 


early in life. And that’s where my story begins. 


He and his wife owned a house up the hill, Ingleside way. When he 
drank to the point of being objectionable and Amelia, his wife, told 
him off, he’d move into the house he had bought next door in which he 
set up bachelor’s hall. When winter approached, with the prospect of 
Having to cut wood and feed stoves for several months, Ephraim 
stocked up on Frince Albert and scrap and went down to the Soldier’s 
Home in Bath, where he swapped yarns with other old vets till Spring 


/came. Then back to Amelia and the cycle began again. 


“Innumerable stories are told around the Frattsburg general store of 


Ephraim’s stunts. He was powerfully built and loved to fight. My 
Qrandfather says a man would rather be kicked by a mule than hit by 
Ephraim. He had double teeth in the front as well as the back of his 
mouth and they were extraordinarily strong. When he was in need of a 
gallon of whiskey (cost 50 cents out of the barrel), he would bet 
some guy hanging around that he could throw an empty sugar barrel 


ever his head with his teeth. And he did! He grabbed, with his 
teeth, the edge of the barrel opposite him and heaved the barrel over 
his head. Won —- one gallon of whiskey. 


In the days before railroads reached the hinterlands, groceries in 
wholesale quantities were hauled into Frattsburg from Bath by wagon. 
Ephraim often helped unload for an extra buck. He was a powerful 
man, so here was a chance for another whiskey bet. "Yep, I’ll beta 
Qallon of whiskey I can put a barrel full of molasses back into the 
wagon alone." The lumber wagons used were extra high and a barrel of 
molasses weighed about 690 pounds. So it was worth betting on. 
Ephraim just took hold of the inadequate edges of the barrel, sort of 
rolled it up onto his knee and then hoisted it into the wagon. 


One winter day a guy drove into Frattsburg with his team and 
sleighs. He went into the store and had his gallon jug filied with 
whiskey, came out, set it in the wagon box on the sleighs. Says he 
to the gang just standing around, "Any of you boys want a jug of 
liquor, help yourselves." With that, he walked off down the street 
to do some other trading, leaving the whiskey guarded by his 
notoriously ugly English bulldog. The challenge was too much for 
Ephraim to let pass. After a bit he moseyed over to the sleighs, 
then suddenly threw himself right on top of the dog and scared the 
poor critter silly. The dog yelped and took off across the square 
and down the road. Ephraim did “help himself to the jug" and 


sauntered away. When the owner returned, his eyes bulged. "J... 
Crea! I never see the dog behave like than before - ain’t worth a 
damn. Guess I‘'1l go home and shoot him." 


And do you know what? My mother thinks I should be a lady! 
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WAS GLENM™M CURTISS, FIONEER of FLIGHT 
2 DESCENDANT of JOHMN and ECL_IZABE TH? 


Probably, but it is doubtful that it will ever be proven 2 
conclusively. There is little doubt that Glenn Hammond Curtiss (i6), 
perhaps the most famous of America’s pioneer aviators (b 2i May 1878 
at the Methodist Parsonage in Hammondsport, N. Y., d 23 duly 1930 at 
Buffalo Hospital, bur Pleasant Valley Cemetery) was the son of Rev. 
Frank Richmond Curtiss (9), a harness-maker, who was son of Rev. 
Ciaudius G. Curtiss (8) (b 16 Jan 1823 in Ransomville, Niagara Co., N. 
Y.). Wor is there real question that Gideon Curtiss (7) migrated in 
1817 from Conn. to Niagara Co., N. Y., as that frontier region was 
just opening up to settlement in the wake of the War of 1812. Gideon 
was cited as the first white settler in Ransomville, where he built a 
log cabin. He was soon joined by a brother, Gilbert Wood (7), who was 


& tavern-keeper in Ransomville the rest of his life. 


Brothers Gideon and Gilbert Wood Curtiss (7) were descended from 
John and Elizabeth Curtiss (1) through John (2), Thomas (3), Thomas 
(4), Gideon (5), and Gideon (6). The question mark arises because 
Claudius G. Curtiss (8) is mot documented as son of either Gideon (7) 
or Gilbert (7), the only Curtisses in the frontier town of Ransomville 
in those early days. 


After being in the War of 1812, Gideon Curtiss (7) min 1815 
Betsey Hall, who d childless on 9 March 1822 in Ransomville. Gideon m 


1924 in Niagara Co. Remember that Glenn Curtiss’ (10) ancestor, 
Claudius G. (&) was b 16 Jan 1825. Gideon (7) was later in the Civil 


War and was living at Soldier’s Home in Dayton, Ohio, in 1876. 


Meanwhile, his brother Gilbert Wood Curtiss (7) m Lydia Hickox in 
Conn. in 1819 before moving to Ransomville. They had one dau, Eliza 
Ann b 8 Jan 1821, but wife Lydia d shortly thereafter on i Aug i822. 
Gilbert m 2nd Sarah Todd at Shelby, N. Y., on 6 Get 1824, and their 
only recorded child, Hannah Maria, was b 3 Oct 18245. So neither Gideon 
nor Gilbert (7) were married when Claudius G. (8) was born in 
Ransomville in 1823. In all, Gilbert had four marriages and eight 
documented chiidren, but Claudius G. (7) was not among them. He din 
1868 in Ransomville. 


Was Glenn Curtiss (10) descended from J & E? Was Claudius G. (8) 
son of Gideon or Gilbert Curtiss (7)? It certainly seems likely, but 


as the philosopher said, "There are very few to whom the real truth is 
revealed!" 


References: "The Gienn H. Curtiss Museum of Local History,” 


Hammondsport, N. Y.3 "Glenn Curtiss, Fioneer of Flight," a 
Biography by C. R. Roseberry; Harlow D. Curtis’ 19535 “Genealogy 
of the Curtiss-Curtis Family;" member Fhyllis Hamm. 


RCF 11 November 1991 
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‘URTIS/S HOUSES in WOODBURY and SOUTHBURY 


lumber 


ZSeetzteetezezaazte 


obtained from “Homes of Old Woodbury" (HOW), 1991 Survey of Historic Froperties in Southbury, from Curtiss 


Name of C 


Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtis, L 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 


.Curtiss, 


urtis/s 


Daniel, etc. 
Thomas (poss.?} 
evi 

David 

Daniel 

Daniel 

Daniel 

Edward Jw... 


Curtis, Stiles, etc. 


Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 


Curtiss, 


Curtiss, 


Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss,.. 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 


Curtiss, 


Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 


_Curtiss,. 


Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 
Curtiss, 


Nathan 
Eliz. Be,.m. Peck 


Apame, m. Johnson 
Anna,_m.. Burritt 
Huldah 

Hrs. George A. 
David 

Nathan 

George Lee 

Wales Hatch —..... 
Wales Hatch 
Nathan 

sons of Simeon 
Charles H. 
George A. 
Israel, etc..- 
Israel, etc. 
Japhet 

Jason, etc. 
John’s property 
Caroline, m. Smith 
Carlos B.. .. 
Simeon, etc. 
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{Oth and {9th Century 


Curtis/s Ref. 


Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen, 


Gen. 
Gen. 


8, C6 
4, RC 
a, HC 
9, HC 
8, CG 
8, CG 
a, CG 
9, CG 
7, CG 
6, C6 
6, CG 


plas 
pis 

p2él 
p290 
pl4a3 
plas 
pl43 
pigd 
pli7 
p5é 

pol 


6, HC 
6, CG 


p38 
p50 


Unknown 


Gen. 


Gen. 


Gen. 
Gen. 


. Gen. 


Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 
Gen. 


a, HC 
9, HC p290 
6, CG psd 
10, HC p37! 
9, CG ple7 
9, CG pla7 
5, CG p28 
8, CG p98 
9, HC p23! 
B, HC p230 
5, CG p30 
5, C6 p30 
7, CG p99 
8, CG p98 
4, CG p13 
8, CG pli7 
8, HC p209 
7, CG p98 


p230 


Historical Name 


Curtiss, Daniel 
Uplands 

Curtis House 
Bull, Samuel 
Bacon, Jabez 
Bacon Store 
Glebe House 
Benedict, Noah 
Rosebush Farm 
Judson, John 
Hurd, Nathan 


Johnson, Amos 
Burritt, Anthony 
Fabrique, Bartimeus 
Solley site 
Mansion House 
Platt, Alfred 
Guthrie, Ebenezer 
Hurd, Williaa 
Silica quarry 
Southwood 
Curtiss, sons 
Munson’s Gambrel 
Downs, Benjamin 


. Buck Hill Fara 


Curtiss barn 
Fennyacres 
Hilestone 
Candee-Wheeler 
Pierce House 
Bronson House 
Curtiss, Simeon 


Sorted according ty TORN LOCATION. 


Address 


Main 
tain 


St., Nd ‘oy 
St., Wd'by 

Hain St., Wd’by 

Hain St., Wd'by 
Hollow Rd., Wd'oy 
Hollow Kd., Wd'by 
Hollow Rd., Nd‘by 
Good Hill fid., Wd'by 
Good Hill Rd., Wd'by 
Judson Ave., Wd'by 
Cat Swamp Rd., Wd‘by 


750 Main St. 
542 Main St. N., So‘by 
657 Main St. N., So’by 
19 Hawkins Rd., So‘by 
97 Mansion Hse Rd., So‘by 


So., So‘by 


127 Mansion House Rd., S’by 
277 Hollow Swamp Rd., S‘by 


327 Hulls Hill Rd., So‘by 
Hulls Hill Rd., So’by 
1208 Main St. N, So’by 

17 Hurley Kd., So‘by 
584/64 So. 


657 So. Britain Rd., S‘by 

1770 Bucks Hill Kd., So’by 
1813 Bucks Hill Rd., So‘by 
1581 Bucks Hill Rd., So’by 


6 Hurley Rd., So‘by 
125 
583 
846 
479 


So. Britain fKd., S‘by 
Southford fd., So‘by 
Strongtown Rd., So‘by 


Britain Rd.,S‘by 


Quaker Farms Rd., So‘by 


When built? 


1754, before 
L721 Fe 
1736, ca 
1745, before 
1762, prab. 


1700, perhaps 


1740-1750 
1760-1775 
1800, ca 
1751, before 
1800, before 


1799 

1775, 
1745, 
1870, 
1829 

1790, 
1815, 
1820, 
1820, 
1750, 
1825, 
177%) 

1635, 
1744, 
1744, 
1900, 
1825, 
1734, 
1825, ca 

1600, ca 

1775-1600 


ca 
ca 
after 


ca 
Ca 
ca 
Ca 
Ca 
ca 


ca 

ca 
after 
ca 

ca 
before 


File: CURTHAUS, 12 August 1991. 

Source Owner 

plil WoW Upcsan, Wi J. farren 

asa HOW Jenison, Mrs. Austin 

p27 HOW Hardisty, M/H Chester 
p37 HON Ford, HW/M T. Mitchel] 
p43 HOw Griswold, Mrs. tiarlan Hl. 
pod HOW James, Pr/H Joseph li. 
p4o HOW Episcopal Church Society 
pind HOW Sturges, Dr/N George LC. 
pli? HOW Weiner, M/H Maurice 

p23 HOW Cale, M/H Norman H. 

pil2 HOW Alvarez, M/M Richerd 
p177 HGW, #60 Survey Briniey, Hrs. Robert 
pl79 HOW, #44 Survey Lilley, Ann Hinmen 

p202 HOW, #47 Survey Maxfield, Allen & Karen 
#17 So‘by Survey Feola, Hichael % Carmel 


p21l5 HOW, 
pi8¢ HOW, 
#21 So'by 
#23 So'by 
Couthford 
p214 HOW, 
126 So‘by 
pid? HOW, 
pi75 HOW, 
p!8e HOW, 
Went with 
piés HOw, 
pi97 HOW, 
#71 So‘by 
#84 Sa'by 
HSE So’by 


#463 Survey 
h44 Survey 
Survey 
Survey 
tour 

#58 Survey 
Survey 

SB HD pl? 
HB8& Survey 
#S Survey 
#45 5 

44 Survey 
#20 Survey 
Survey 
Survey 

Sur vay 


#197 Sce'by Survay 


Genealoyies, Ch in 1702, HO in ‘53, 


Taylor, Glenn 
Vitale, Bonald 


Falcecti, Yardara 
€aheren, duhn 
Curtis, W/W Burritt 


Sullivan, Virginia 
Schade, N/M Edound 
kroha, Chartes E. 
Trautmann, Vili Ject 
Belfay, Ih hebert 
Camp, A/! Nelson 
Ciccarelli, Joanne 
Keiser, Miss Laura Jean 
buyer, M/h Jahn 

Lieber, Urs tiatliaa 
Longstreth, dohn 2 Larsly 
Stren, Jean 


cc 


KC 
~ 
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CURTISES and MORMON JOSERFPH SMITH 


4, 


Joseph Smith, founder of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, came from 
a family steeped in folk religion and from an 
area of western New York swept by revival 
movements. He also had Curtis ancestors. In 
1830 Smith published the Book of Mormon which 
he said he had translated from golden plates 
long buried in a hillside near Palmyra, N. Y. 
which were temporarily placed in his 
possesion by a heavenly messenger. 


In the 1830s and ‘40s, persecution 
forced Smith and his followers to move from 
New York to Ohio to Missouri to Illinois. 
Smith’s theocratic rule over his followers 
Plus their practice of palygamy stirred 
violent conflicts with the non-Mormon 
population as well as among Mormons 


eG 1853 
themselves. In 1844 Joseph Smith was lynched Joseph Smith, the founder of 


by an anti-Mormon mob in Nauvoo, Illinois. the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 


Joseph Smith had Curtis ancestry and his oldest Curtis relatives 
in Hebron, Connecticut, Peru, Massachusetts, the Hudson River valley, 
western New York, and southern Michigan knew of that Curtis heritage, 
for a number of them followed him westward. His line runs as follows: 

7 

JOSEPH SMITH, b. Sharon, Vt., in 1805, m. in 1827 at S. 

Bainbridge, Chenango Co., N. Y. EMMA HALE, dau. of Isaac and 

Elizabeth (Lewis) Hale, she b. 1804 at Harmony, Susquehanna 

Co., Pa., and d. at Nauvoo, Ill. in 1879. 


He was son of JOSEPH . and LUCY (MACK) SMITH who was 
a son of ASAHEL : and MARY (DUTY) SMITH, 

son of SAMUEL ‘ and PRISCILLA (GOULD) SMITH, 

son of SAMUEL . and — (CURTIS) cma 


REBECCA CURTIS (SMITH) was dau. of JOHN and MARY (LOCKE) 
CURTIS. ‘ 


wee om : 1 

He was son of ZACCHEUS and JOANNA (perhaps CARWITHY) Curtis of 
Salem, Mass., but no known relation to other Curtis immigrants, 
John and Elizabeth, Dr. Thomas of Wethersfield, Richard of 
Dorchester, Richard of Southold, Deodatus, Henry, etc. 


Adapted from the "Ancestry of Lieut. Amos Towne,” Southworth Press, 
Portland, Me., by Harlow D. Curtiss and Richard C. Perry, Sept. 1991. 


118 of 189 


rf. 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Curtis Family History 


WELLES FAMILY CONNECT TONS /0 


Thomas Welles, fourth colonial governor of Connecticut, arrived 
in Massachusetts Bay Colony from England in 1635, and was in Hartford, 
Conn. by 1436. His descendants had many connections with Curtis/s 
lines — both those of John and Elizabeth, and of ThomasCurtis of 


| Wethersfield —- although much erroneous Sri natitton was//printed in 


early reports. Now a comprehensive and updated account: of, the 
ancestors of Governor Welles, together with the first: four’ ‘generati ons 
ef his descendants, has been compiled by Donna Holt Siemiatkoski of 
Windsor, Conn. Called “The Descendants of Governor Thomas Helle& of 
Connecticut, 1370-1660, and His Wife, Alice Tomes,” the book is: 
available from its sponsor, the Welles Family Association,.for #30. 


The true origins of Thomas Welles at Whichford, Warwickshire, and 
of Alice Tomes at Long Marston, then in Gloucestershire, were 
uncovered only 60 years ago by American investigators. More recently, 
the Tomes family in England has been researching their family history, 
but had not known what had become of Alice Tomes until 1990 when 
comparing notes with Welles family members. Other original source 
material reviewed and incorporated in this new work by the author 


includes the five volume set of Welles Family Hanuscripts. 


Mes. Siemiatkoski, an avid professional genealogist, is familiar 
with many Welles-Curtis/s connections, and may be in a position to 
join us for at least part of the time at the Curtis/s Annual Meeting 
in Woodbury in September if sufficient interest is evinced hy 
attendees. Flease advise Mary Curtis Ferry (Box 128, South Britain, 
Conn. 66487) if you would like more information on Welles connections. 


RCP 28 March 1991 LEI 


FIST CLASS MAIL 


The Poland Elisabeth IIUIIIJO2 104 


Curtis/ACurtiss Society 


RICHMOND H. CURTISS, Secretary 
234 Joshua Point Road 
Guilford, Connecticut 06437 


WOO SIY} WOAy UIP} 2q 0} ION 


Millicent Ann Schreiber 


ee FARSI CLASS MEL 


> Pascagoula Public Library 
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Curtis Family History 


ae 5 4 2 Richmond Il. Curtiss, Editor 


234 Joshua Point Road 


ans GMP Leete’s Island 
The Dolus nnd Clisnveth Ss teat Guilford, CT 06437 
CurlisACuctiss Society on lioatate 1639 
ASCAGOUL LA ‘ 
Curtis/Curtiss Chronicles. rr oe 
DO Nor CIRCULATE nN 


REMARKS FROM THE NEW PRESIDENT 


It is with a great deal of humility and anticipation that I 
assume the responsibilities of President of the John and 
Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss Society. After 52 years, I am the 
first president to live outside of Connecticut. It is my 
intention to carry on the excellent tradition of the Society and 
hopefully expand it. 


We should take time to thank Richmond Curtiss for his never 
ending efforts to nurture and expand our Society. As a tcken of 
our deep appreciation, the Society makes a contribution each 
year to the Richmond and Sarah Curtiss Fund at the Guilford, CT 
school. 


We will continue to publish the Curtis/Curtiss Chronicle four 
times a year. Nelson Curtis has agreed to continue to direct 
this activity, for at least another year. If you have 
suggestions for articles or items you would like to have 
published, please forward them to Nelson Curtis, 927B Heritage 
Village, Southbury, CT 06488. We encourage your participation. 


Art Hutchinson, new Vice President, has inputted the data in the 
1953 book and 1975 supplement. He is using the PAF (Personal 
Ancestral File) program developed by The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints (the Mormons). You can forward updated 
information for your branch of the family on computer disk (in 
Jedcom format) or on forms which can be obtained from me to Art 
Hutchinson, 7364 Hidden Knolls Court, Springfield, VA 22153. 


If you have genealogical queries or materials, please direct 
them to: Richmond Curtiss, 234 Joshua Point Rd, Guilford, CT 
06437 or Dick Perry, Box 128, South Britain, cr 06487. 


Our Society is growing. As you will note in the minutes of the 
Annual Meeting it has been determined that we should formalize 
our group and develop By-Laws. The Officers and Directors will 
develop By-Laws that will be ready for discussion at our next 
reunion. 
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President's Remarks 2 
| i 


The 1992 Reunion will be in Stratford, Connecticut in early 
August. More information will follow. We would like to hold 
the 1993 Reunion outside of Connecticut - in Michigan, Ohio, New 
York, Virginia, or elsewhere. To be successful the assistance 
of someone(s) from the selected area will be needed. If your 
area would like to consider hosting the 1993 Reunion, please 
contact me. 


I am available by phone at (716) 265-0621 evening and weekends. 
Or you can write to 131 Lake Road, Ontario, NY 14519. I would 
like very much to hear from you. 


As I begin my term of office, I want to say thank you for your 
vote of confidence in my ability to carry on the traditions of 
our Society. And I want to thank Nelson Curtis, Richmond 
Curtiss, and Dick Perry for their assistance as I assume the 
responsibilities of President. Barbara Curtis Weaver, President 


ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

Presumably you will have received the Minutes of the Annual Meeting 
by now, so we will not repeat those, but give you a few added highlights. 

We had a beautiful day on September 26 - sunny with a temperature in 
the sixties, The lower dining room of the Curtis House was set up with 
chairs facing 8 podium and a overhead screen, All around the room were 
long tables with information on all the subjects of our days activities The 
tables were manned by several Society members and guest staff people 
The operation was efficient and the traffic flow was good. There were 
over 60 people present which was a fine turnout, 

Some members were there by 8:00 A.M. and many by 8:30 so that the 
meeting started about 9:15 A.M. President Nelson Curtis introduced the 
Keynote Speaker Dr. Russell Handsman of the American Indian 
Archaeological Institute in Washington, Conn. He gave 4 very interesting 
presentation entitled “Another History of Ancient Woodbury as seen from 
Pootatuck Wigwams”. It was accompanied by appropriare slides. The 
essence of his message was that historians of those times usually said 
that during the period from 1673 when Woodbury was founded and for many 
decades later there was no one living in that area when the Colonists 
arrived. Or. Handsman said that there were many, many native Americans. 
The evidence of this has come from many years of archaeological findings 

of Wigwam villages - not large but very numercus. 

Following that talk the members “went to class” so to speak at the Bh eas 
genealogy workshop, , to the cemetaries, to the archaeological site and on 
a South Britain walking tour of Curtis houses. 


other round tables were q.pactein of the days attractions so that >- 
members could exchange information on their favorite subjects. 

The business meeting started abiut 2 P.M., President Curtis, who had 
lost his glasses the day before, haltingly read his “State of the Society" 
speech describing accomplishments on each of the Society's 6 Objectives 

In order to provide support for the new incoming officers who were 
being nominated, a motion was passed setting up a new Board of Directors 
including the newly elected Officers plus the immediate Past President 
and two Directors who were later elected as Dick Perry, outgoing Vice 
President, and Bill McHenry. This provided a Board of 8 members with 4 
new members and 4 more experienced members. 

By now you. know who the elected officers are, that the dues were 
Increased and why. The President announced that it was likely that new 
By-Laws would be developed during the coming year, to be considered at 
the next Annual Meeting and voted on bu mail subseauentlu. 


By 12:30 lunch rod nea sepa gpend table and the 3 | 
il 


_ The newly elected Officers stood in a receiving line to meet those who 
wished to “press the flesh”. 


The House tour was the last scheduled event and some members spent 
more time on genealogy. 


It was @ very successful reunion, probably the best in many, many 
years, thanks mostly to Dick Perry's preplanning and execution of the 
program. NGC. 


GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES AVAILABLE 


A recent visit to the FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY in Salt Lake City 
provided a vivid reminder of the continuing additions to the fabulous 
facilities and resources for genealogical research maintained by the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS) as part of their 
religious beliefs. Use of the material is free and open to all there 
as well as at the Church’s numerous branch Family History Centers in 
the northeast. Their ancestral information is easy to access on 
computers and microfiche, and is available in several categories, 
among them the Family History Library Catalog, Ancestral Files of 


family genealogies, and the International Genealogical Index. Data 
sources identified at branch libraries can usually be obtained an loan 
or by copying. If you are seeking information on your German , 


ancestors, go to Salt Lake City —- not Germany! 


In addition, the inexpensive LDS genealogical computer software 
program called “Fersonal Ancestral File“ (FAF?} is rapidly becoming 
established as the industry standard in its field. Much LDS 
computerized ancestral data can be transferred directly to your PAF 
records. Data from several other major genealogical software programs — 
inciuding "Family Roots" (which the SOCIETY has been using? can also 
be translated to PAF (and vice versa), and transmitted electronicaliy 
to Salt Lake City and/or other program users. All of this adds up to | 
@ greatly expanded pool of genealogical information available to 
family history buffs. More information on LDS resources is available 
from the SOCIETY’s Genealogy Committee; contact Mary Curtis Perry, Bax | 
128, South Britain, Conn. 06487-0128, tel. (203) 3264-2993, or Art 
Hutchinson, 7264 Hidden Knolls Court, Springfield, Va. 22153-1911, 


i 
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Family ot 6U revels 


at Woodbury reunion 


WOODBURY — More than 60 
members of the John and Elizabeth 
Curtis/Curtiss Society got together 
Saturday — at the Curtis House res- 
taurant, of course. 

The clan, whose members are des- 
cendants of an English couple that 
immigrated to Connecticut in the 
17th century, greeted distant rela- 
tives and traded stories of their fam- 
ily history at the restaurant, itself 
founded by family members. 

“It’s exciting to know your fami- 
ly,” said Barbara Curtis Weaver of 
Ontario, N.Y., who is expected to be- 
come president of the society this 
weekend. 


ti 


‘Tours included visits to the Poota- 
tuck archaeological site in Southb 
and 35 family homes and more thah 
150 grave sites at cemeteries ip 
Woodbury and Southbury. Other ac- 
tivities included a genealogic 
workshop and a visit to the Sout 
Beiiale Historical District in Sout! ra 


By GREGORY N. HEIRES 
Republican-American 


ory 

After her husband died, Mrs) 
Curtis and her three'sons left! 
Wethersfield and moved to Stratford}:» 

where they set up a farm. She wis 
one of the founders of Stratford? 

which was settled in 1639.° =. j:98. 

Before lunch at the Curtis HowseG 
the clan heard a talk about the Poo!® 
tatuck Indians by Russell Handsmat*? 
of the American Indian Archaeologi? 

cal Institute in Washington. = 
The more than 300 members of the 
society are descendants of John and 


The society’s outgoing presid bt 
Nelson G. Curtis of Soutibary, sate 
his interest in exploring his past was 
Piqued 40 years ago when he learne 
about his deep ancestoral roots if 
Connecticut. = 

While looking over a Fairfield 
County directory, he did a “double 


Mrs. Weaver said she loved to 
study her past as much to satiate her 
own curiosity as to teach her chil- 
dren about their family history. 

“It’s important for young people to 


know their sense of belonging,” she 
said. 


Elizabeth Curtiss, who arrived in 
Wethersfield in 1637. 

The Curtises decided to leave Eng- 
land because they found it difficult to 
make ends meet as farmers.and 
faced religious persecution from the 
Church of England. ag te 


Curtis clan to gather in 


By GREGORY N. HEIRES . 
Republican-American 

WOODBURY — A nationwide clan 
with roots in Connecticut dating 
from the 17th century will descend 
upon Woodbury today. : 

About 70 members of the John and 
Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss Society will 
meet in the Curtis House on Main 
Street for lunch and discussion. 

They will also spend the day visit- 
ing archaeological sites and family 
graves and homes in Woodbury and 
Soutabury. 

“We have no coat of arms,” said 
Richmond H. Curtiss of Guilford, the 


society’s executive secretary. “We © 


are not gentry. We are just what you 
call yeomen.” 

The clan is composed of descen- 
dants of John and Elizabeth Curtis of 
Essex, England, who arrived in 


Wethersfield in 1637. 

The Curtises were farmers fleeing 
hard economic times, as well as re- 
ligious persecution from the Church 
of England. — 

After her husband died, Mrs. 
Curtis moved with her three sons to 
Stratford, where she established a 
family farm. She was one of the 
founders of Stratford, which was set- 
tled in 1639. ; 


Before lunch at the Curtis House, 
which was founded by the family, the 
Curtises and Curtisses will hear a 
talk by. Russell Handsman of the 
American Indian Archaeological In- 
stitute in Washington. Handsman 
will talk about the history of Ameri- 
can Indians in the area. 


With relatives around the country, 
the Curtis and Curtiss family keeps 


Officers  - 1991-1992 


take” when he learned his family 
was around in the early 17th centurly, 
he said. eae a2 


Twenty years ago, Curtis visited 


church 20 miles outside London thpt* 


keeps a directory with records of ‘His 
family, he said,” °° ° © “S03 


in touch through a family newspaper, 
as well as the annual meetings. In 


1987, a group visited its ancestors’ 
home in England. ; 


On Sunday, Barbara Curtis 
Weaver of Ontario, N.J., is expected 
to be elected president, taking over 
the reins from Nelson G. Curtis of 
Southbury, who is the former presi- 
dent of Curtis Box Co. in Sandy Hook. 


The clan has two family history 
books. ‘ 

A 300-page genealogical tome was 
written in 1903 by Frederic Haines 
Curtiss of Wellesley, Mass. Another - 
family member wrote “A Genealogy 
of the Curtiss-Curtis Family of Strat- 
ford, Connecticut” in 1953. 

As the years went by, some fami- 
lies added an extra ‘‘s” to their 
name. 


President Barbara Curtis Weaver 131 Lake Avebue © Ontario, NY 14519. 
Vice-President Arthur E, Hutchinson 7364 Hidden Knolls Court Springfield, VA 22153 
Secretary Richmond H. Curtiss 234 Joshua Point Road Guilford, CT 06437 
Asst. Secretary Chrystene Curtis Adams RFD #1 Stony Briik Road Winsted, CT 06098 
Treasurer Priscilla Curtis wry 163B Bison Lane ; Stratford, CT 06497 
Director William McHenry 1001 Ford Road Vestal ,{ M3 of 18913850- 
Director Richard C. Perry P.0.Box 128 South Britain, CT 06487 
Director ‘Nelson G. Curtis 


927B Heritage Village Southbury, CT 06488 
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WHO WAS ELIZABETH HUTCHING 


Member Georganna Klass Willets of Long-Beach, Cal., 


Ss 


search on behalf of the Society for proof of the parentage of 
Elizabeth Hutchin, wife of John Curtiss (1), later known as "the 
widow." In recent communication with English researcher Margaret 


Baker, she received and passed along a copy of the 1595/6 will of John! 


Hutchin of Nazeing, Essex, as well as her much more readable typed 
version. The Seaciety had previously had only Mrs. Baker’s nates, not 
a copy or transcript. Georganna comments on the status of this 


question as follows: 


"We think that the Elizabeth Hutchin, 
mentioned in John’s will is probably the Elizabeth Hutchin who married 


John Curtis 17 April 1610. The will of John Hutchin names four 
children, son John and daughters Joan, Elizabeth, and Agnes. The 
three girls were all under the age of 21 in 1595/6 when the will was 
written. A Joan Hutchin born 23 January 1585/6 and an Agnes born 5 
January 1588/9 are listed in the registers of Nazeing. The birth 


records for children John and Elizabeth have not been found. 
time of his marriage in 1610, John Curtis was in his thirties, 


At the 
since 


he was born 15 Sept 1577. It may be that his wife Elizabeth was the 


eldest daughter in this family, 


born before the family moved to 


Nazeing. Mrs. Baker is continuing her research in England to see if 


preof can be found of the assumption: that Elizabeth, 


and Maria Hutchin, was indeed "the widow Elizabeth" of Stratford, 


Conn." 


A copy of John Hutchin’s will and/or transcript thereof (5 pages) 


can be supplied by the Saciety to members on request for $1.00. 


| Death Notices | 


JUDSON—Mrs. Arvesta Jane (Cur- 
tiss) Judson, age 88, Of 327 Chip- 
man St., Ext., Waterbury, widow 
of Frank L. Judson, died Sunday 
morning June 30, 1991 at her 
home. Mrs. Judson was born in 
Monroe, Oct. 13, 1902, daughter 
of the late Edward E. and Elosia 
(Selleck) Curtiss. She was a grad- 
uate of Yale Normal School and 
retired In 1972 as a. House- 
Mother at the Waterbury Hospital 
School of Nursing after 19 years 
of service. She was a member of 
the Third Congregational Church 


and was a past president of the 


Get-Together Club of the church. 


She leaves three sons Curtiss W. 
Judson, Kenneth E. Judson, and 
Allan F. Judson, all of Waterbury; 
three daughters Mrs. Della J. 
Varis, of Prospect, Mrs. Gladys J. 
Pelzer, of Marion, and Mrs. Dan- 
iel (Ruth) Morelli, of Waterbury, 
with whom she resided; 13 
grandchildren and 15 great- 
grandchildren. A Memorial Ser- 
vice will be held on Saturday at 
10:00 A.M. at the Third Congrega- 
tlonal Church. Burial will be in 
Cutlers Farm Cemetery, Monroe 
at the convenience of the famlly. 
There are no. calling hours. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Visisting Nurses 
Assoc.-Hospice Program, 50 
Brookside Place, Waterbury 06708 
or to the American’ Cancer 
Society 969 West Main St., Water- 
bury 06708. 


124 of 189 


continues the 


daughter of John:and Maria 


daughter of John 


The Hidden History 


Maps, paintings and 
writings of the early 1800s 
often do not depict the 
presence of Native 
Americans in the nor- 
thwestern part of 
Connecticut. 

It is hard to tell by looking 
at colonial records, paintings 
and writings of the period 
that there were wigwams all 
over northwest Connecticut 
when the settlers arrived and 
made their homes here, ac- 
cording to Russell Hand- 
sman, research director of 
the American Indian Ar- 
chaeological Institute in 
Washington. 

Mr Handsman discussed 
Native Americans and their 
history in the northwest part 
of Connecticut in a keynote 
address, *“‘Another View of 
the History of Ancient Wood- 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 


From 1800 on, there occur- 
red constant arguments bet- 
ween those who wanted a new 
industrial order and those 
who were concerned about 
the preservation of old 
agrarian ways, he said. It 
was important for those in 
favor of the new order to 
depict this area as unsettled 
and non-agrarian from the 
time of early settlement, in 
order to justify the building 
of mills and factories, often 
at the very site of Indian set- 
tlements on the rivers and 
streams. 

However, archaelogical 
records tell a different story 
about the area, he said. Ar- 
chaeological work at Indian 
sites shows that American In- 
dians made their appearance 
in the New Milford and sur- 
rounding areas 10,000 to 


noted. 

One recent book correctly 
depicts the area at the time 
the settlers first arrived, he 
said. In 1954, a book, ‘‘The 
Courage of Sarah Noble’’ by 
Alice Dalgleish, told the story 
of Sarah Noble and her 
father, John, who came to 
what was to become New 
Milford. They found large 
native fields of corn along the 
Housatonic River, tended by 
Native Americans. They 
came to know and to trust 
these people so well that 
Sarah’s father left her with 
an Indian family when he 
went to bring the rest of his 
family to their new home. 

“It is a book about cultural 
cooperation,’’ Mr Handsman 
said, ‘‘of colonists living on 
the land at the same time as 
the Native Americans.” 


Of Indians , 


said, land where their corn 
had grown for centuries. 
“The Courage of Sarah No- 
ble’’ does not tell this story, 
he added. 

While many of the Native 
Americans went to other 
areas upriver or joined other 
communities already in ex- 
istence, he said, some stayed 
nearby their homeland, while 
others returned to fish in the 


Archaeological evidence 
shows this part of the state 
contained dozens and dozens 
of small Native American 
settlements, he said. Some 
contained lodges or long 


{| houses of important clan’ 


leaders where the elders of 
the tribes lived. ; 

There is also evidence of 
continued trade between the 
Native Americans and the 


Archaeology Reveals Indians Were Much More 
Prevalent In The Area Than History Suggests 


bury As Seen from Pootatuck 
Wigwams,”’ at the annual 
meeting of the John and 
Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss 
Society September 28 at The 
Curtis House in Woodbury. 

A map of Connecticut in 
1630 did show American In- 
dian names, he said, but only 
those who lived along the 
shore. There was no mention 
of the Indians living in nor- 
thwest Connecticut. A mural 
painted in Hartford at that 
time has no representation of 
Native Americans, and 
writings by John DeForest 
give an impression of thick, 
uninhabited forests awaiting 
_the colonists, he noted. 

“It creates ideas that the 
lands of Litchfield County 
were uninhabited until 1730 to 
1750,’’ he said. ‘There is no 
sense of Indian homelands 
here.” 


| 


11,000 years ago, and that 
dozens and dozens of these 
| hamlets or villages, with 
wigwams, gardens and cor- 
nfields, would have been 
located in northwest Connec- 


settled here. 
Northwest Connecticut was 


a traditional homeland in-, 


habited for generations by 
the Weantinock, 
Schaghticoke, Mahican and 
Pootatuck peoples. Tradi- 
tional fishing places that had 
been used for thousands of 
years, perhaps 2,500 to 3,000 
years ago, brought about 
their settlements here, he 
said. 

‘“‘The notion of an 
uninhabited forest was 
denied by evidence,”’ he said. 
There is a relationship bet- 
ween written history and the 
Stories it doesn’t—tell, -he 


depicted in early maps, pain- 
tings and writings. ee 

However, “The History of 
Ancient Woodbury’’ by 
William Cothren, published 
in 1854, was different, he 
said, in that it mentioned 
Native Americans. “It is 
men more pabpre riate to 
ome across that reference to 
= soe he said. 

Mr en’s book covers 
Woodbury’s history from the 
irst Indian deed in 1659 to 


ticut long before the colonists] said 


The extensive cornfields, 
as seen by Sarah and John 
Noble, required many 
workers. ‘‘Lots of people 
were needed to grow that 
much corn,’’ Mr Handsman 


id. 

Eventually, those corn 
fields first seen by Sarah 
Nobel were taken over by her 
father and other proprietors 
of New Milford, who divided 
the Indian planting place in 
1703. Between 1703 and 
1715-1720, colonists worked 
side by side with the Native 
Americans, who still grew 
corn on 15 acres they 
retained. 

But in 1720-23 the pro- 
prietors appropriated even 
that last small share of cor- 
nfield that belonged to the In- 
dians. ‘‘The Indians would no 
longer have access to their 
cornfields.”” Mr_ Handsman 


covering the history of the 
original land purchases from 
the Indians. 


Mr Handsman urged 
genealogists to jot down any 
references to Indians they 
find while doing research in 
early records of com- 
munities. In this way, a more 
accurate view of the inter- 
change between Native 
Americans and the colonists 
will appear, he said. 


colonists. Located on Good 
Year Island, now submerged 
under Lake Lillinonah, was a 


-trading post, where Indians 


and colonists exchanged 
goods. Excavations at Indian 
sites often turn up colonial 
era redware or English glass 
trading beads as were found 
at the the Little Pootatuck 
Brook National Register Ar- 
chaeological site in 
Southbury. 

There are casual 
references to this inter- 
change between the Native 
Americans and colonists in 
town records that shows a 
diverse landscape of col- 
onists and Indians living 
together, with the colonists 

ing their lands and the In- 
dians trying to stay in their 
homeland, he said. 

“History isn’t straightfor- 
ward,”’ he said, especially as 
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Archaeologist Chet Mitchell explains the histo 

I 1 ; ry of the i i 

_ Pootatuck Archaeolgoical Site near the Housatonic pier or Thea ae Eli ae I Curtis Curtiss Rouiety 
iver to Jane Sturges, while John Hopkins and his A ee ee 


daughter, Blythe Anne, examine debris they found for Snpeemtbet eh. 


Archaeological work at Indian sites shows that American 
Indians made their appearance in the New Milford and 
surrounding areas 10,000 to 11,000 years ago, and that 
dozens and dozens of these hamlets or villages, with 
wigwams, gardens and cornfields, would have been 
located in northwest Connecticut long before the colonists 
settled here. 


QUERY. 
Folsom, GA 95630, 206 Bittersweet Drive Vickie M. Roberts 


Iam trying to get a connection for Edward Curtis. Born Peneca, NY 1841 
Any help will be much appreciated 
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Your immediate Past President (as you read this in October) received 4 
a letter from the Rey. Deryck Collingwood who, | believe talked to the : 
Curtis Family group when they visited Nazeing and Little Baddow in 1967. 
He visited Nazeing recently and read a letter that | had written to Rev. 
Martin webster of All Saints Church of Nazeing in 1990 in which | asked to 
be put in touch with Rev. Collingwood, because he had been listed as an 
authority on Nazeing Curtises but Martin had been unable to contact him. 
Collingwood said that he had been in poor health and resigned his post in 
Little Baddow in June 1987 (shortly after the Curtis Family visit.). He has 
now regained his health and is writing a book titled “Intelligent Guide to 
Thomas Hooker's England.” This leads him into the Curtis family because 
one of Hooker's followers was John Eliot who lived as a boy in Nazeing. 

As you undoubtedly know John Eliot later became quite famous and was 
know as “apostle to the Indians” in this country. Furthermore, John Eliot's 
older sister married 6 William Curtis of Nazeing who Rey. Collingwood 
thought was our John's("The Emigrant’s”) brother. Mary Curtis Perry of our 
Genealogy Committee has written Rey. Collingwood that “our” 

John was uncle to William (Sarah Eliot's husband), 

Rev. Collingwood is also writing a Chapter on Eliot for a new History 
of the Roxbury Latin School for 1995 and may come to this country in 
1992. 

He had written me beceuse in our July, 1990 Chronicle we had shown 
the Nazeing Parish entry for the Baptism of John Curtis in 1577 and des- 
cribed him as “our” first emigrant to America. Rey. Collingwood pointed 
out that a William Curtis had come on the ship Lyon to Boston in 1632 and 
was here before “our” John. But the 1632 William was not of “our” direct 
line {from John and Widow Elizabeth). it is small wonder that there is 
confusion becaues in those days almost every generation of our family had 
6 William and frequently a John. They did not seem to use Junior or the II 
or Ill or (11) which would have helped. Actually a Serial number would have 
been good. 

We hope to have further communication with Rev. Collingwood and if so 
will report further. (NGC) 

it happens that about my last Nazeing Parish entry is of the Marriage 
of William Curtis (as above) and Sarah Eliot dated 1616 6 of August. It is 
shown on the next page. 


New Members since July "Chronicle" 


Bateau, David 410 Old Pollocksville Road New Bern, NC 28562 
Burer, Nancy A. 4204 Shady Oak Lane ' Schertz, TX 78154 
Curtiss, Clyde 5415 Pottland Road Lake Odessa, MI 48849 
Curtiss, Donna P% 4253°Shollénbargeri Road Oxford, OH 45050 
Curtiss, James C. 2307 McKinley Avenue . Claymont, DE 19703 
Curtiss, Jeffrey E. 5325 Mariner's Drive Plano, TX 127 of 1895093 
Dufresne, Martha C. 1320 Quail Drive Sarasota, FL 4231 
Johnson, Wanda C. 17664 148th Avenue Spring Lake, MI 49456 
Johnson, Shirlee E. 1513 SF 126th Straat Mawanvnenin UIA acon 
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CURTISS QOuERIES mh 


W. D. Alcott, 1485B Johnstown Lane, Wheaton, I11. 460187 
needs proof that the wife of Comfort Shaw, b. 1747, of Stephentown, 
Rensselaer Co., N. Y., was, as frequently suggested, Bridget Curtis, 
dau. Thomas Curtis (4), b. 1734 Stonington, Conn., son of James (3) 
Isaac (2), Dr. Thomas Curtis of Wethersfield (1), and Bridget 
Crandall, dau. Peter Crandall and Bridget (Brownel) (Shrieves) 
Crandall of Westerly, R. I. Three sons of Thomas Curtis and Bridget 
Crandall are documented. Were there daughters as well? 


Mrs. Janet Jesperson, 6 Hitchins Post Lane, Bedford, N. H. 03110 
needs names of parents of Betsey Curtiss, b. & Nov 1768 who m. Ezra 
Johnson, son of Jeremiah and Hannah Johnson of Derby, Conn. They had 
son Curtiss Johnson and dau. Betsey Johnson b. 1795 who m. Russell 
Hawkins of Oxford, Conn. This Betsey Curtiss is not documented in 
published Curtis/s genealogies. . 


Mrs. Robert Engstrom, 3836 Winding Way, Kalamazoo, Mich. 49007 
asks correct name of dau. of Benjamin Curtis (3), John (2), John & 
Elizabeth (1) of Stratford, Conn. who m. Ephraim Hawley 5S Oct 1711 
(see Harlow Curtiss ‘53 book p4). Was she Phebe or Sarah? Also need 
her b. & d., when and where. 


Virginia Wheeler Martin, P. 0 Box 2589, 5139 £1 Secreto Rancho, 
Santa Fe, Cal. 920467 needs parents of Maria Curtiss, b. 10 Mar 1810 in 
Mass., prob. Berkshire Co. Her family moved to Ghio between i825 and 
1829 when in that year in Portage Co. Ohio she m. David Frazer, also 
b. Mass. 1804. Maria Curtiss had sister Anna b. Mass. 1823 and bro. 
Joel b. Mass. 1815, a physician who d. Cleveland, Ohio in 1883. 
Children not documented in published Curtis/s genealogies. 


MCP 24 Sept 1991 


Raf Lz baabelh Ibe. 


ex 9 re (rea 


‘P 
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GENEALOGY BOOKS 
it has been over a year since we made our last offering of the Curtis/sé /4, 
Genealogy books and for the benefit of new members we repeat the listing. 


List prices Curtis Society 

To Non-Members Member prices 
1903 Paperback $ 42.00 $35.00 
1903 Hardback - $50.00 $43.00 
1953 Paperback $ 77.00 $57.00 
1953 Hardback $85.00 |. $65.00 


Please send orders to Mrs. Chrystene Adams, Asst. Secretary 
RFD 1 Sandy Brook Rd.,Wwinsted, CT 06098 with checks made out to 
The John and Elizabeth Curtis/ss Society. " 

| (NGC) visited our supplier, Higginson Books, in Salem,Mass.in August. 
They occupy an attractive brick building in the | historic part of Salem next 
to the Town Hall. A sign on the front of their building reads Robert Murphy 
Bookstore. When you go in you think you are back in the 18th Century. They 
do the printing and someone else does the bookbinding. They have many 
Xerox photocopying machines ranging up to a $100,000 automatic 
press that also collates and staples. They do local histories and 
gencalogies and will produce only one volume if needed. They only carry 
small inventories. We ore lucky to have this source available to us. 


FINST CLASS MAIL 


For Reference 


The Holy and Elisabet) ¢ taken from this room 


Curtis/Curtiss Society Not to b 


RICHMOND H. CURTISS, Secretary 
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Last fall ond winter, having been unoble to get three members 
to serve as a Nominating Committee, | appointed Dick Perry and 
Rich Curtis to serve with me as a Nominating Committee to name a 
Slate of Officers for the year 1991-1992. In the April Chronicle | 
indicated that this Committee had met with two candidates for 
President who seemed qualified-but also urged other candidates to 


put their names forward. After more than 86 weeks no other names 


have been proposed, and we assume that there will be no more. 

The Committee has agreed on the person whom they will nominate 
at the fnnual Meeting and since she is not well known by our 
inembers, we feel that we should present her name and credentials at 
this time before the meeting rather than nominate a person at the 
meeting whom you may not Know nor know anything about. 

Our Candidate for President will be Barbaro Louise Curtis Weaver 
of Ontario,New York, which is near Rochester. She is an eleventh 
generation Curtis (page 562-1953 Curtis Genealogy). She was born and 
has lived most of her 52 years in Upstate New York.She attended the 
University of IMinois. She has worked for the University of Mlinois, and 
for Heron, Texaco, ond now for Eastman Kodok, where she is a 
technical writer producing documents for internal use, such as 
manuels. She is divorced and has 2 grown sons and 2 grandchildren 

She has been a member of the Curtis Society for many years and 
became acquainted with Harlow Dunham Curtis, author of our 1953 
Genealogy when he visited her house a few times. | believe that she is 
dedicated to the Curtis family and the Society and is most enthusiastic 
al the prospect of being elected President. 

She is currently Chairnan of our Membership Committee and has 
already written to many prospects. She is available to anyone who 
would like to contact her at 131 Loke Road, Ontario, N.Y. 14519-9311 


(phone (716) 265-0621. 
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NAZEING RECORDS 2 
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nl 


It is difficult to know where to begin when one describes 
the Records kept in our Church, since some of you will have 
seen the very ancient record books that have been kept from 
around 1560 but which date back to 1520. It was an act of 
Parliament by Henry VI11 who decided that he wanted to know 
what the life of his communities was J]like and the best way 
to do this was through keeping records in Church. So hegan a 
process that has given historians a great. insight into the 
life and times of our. country, our only sadness is that it 
did not start any earlier than it did. 


I find it very humbling to look through the 
records, particularly the oldest ones and to realise that 
faithful men have kept these records and to see through 
their hands, the hare bones of others lives, being born or 
married or buried in and through the services of the Church. 
I find it a very humbling experience to handle these things, 
partly because it is always a privilege tm share and to see 
other peoples lives and partly also to feel you stand in a 
tradition of service and of christian devotion and witness 
that goes back centuries and indeed millennium. 


I have nt had time myself to explore the records 
and indeed a great many of them are just the hare bones of 
information, eg., so and so was baptised on such and such a 
date but it was interesting,. I notice, particularly from the 
earliest times, when we worry about immorality or the low 
standards of our society, how many people were born clearly 
out of wedlock in the ‘olden days' and clearly there have 
been human problems surrounding their relationships that are 
very Similar to today's. 


You may be aware that in the last three or four 
years we have been under some pressure to release our 
records to the Essex Record Office. The Church of England 
thas an agreement in our Diocese that the Fssex Record Office 
would store Church records of all the Churches in the 
Diocese of Chelmsford, mainly on the basis that they have 
the best facilities to preserve and look after the records 
and of course many of you will know they are still 
accessible through the Essex Record Office. However we have 
been keeping our records in a very large metal safe in the 
vestry, this was deemed by the Essex Records Office to be 
unacceptable since it was argued that humidity and 
temperature control was non existant. We did'nt personally 
agree with this, but agreed to go along with Essex Record 
Office in building a very special cabinet to store the 
records. We now have this cabinet, it is a steel cabinet 
with an inner wooden lining, the idea is that the moisture 
content is stabhelised through the wooden lining and each 
week we have to open it to check the temperature and 
humidity and keep close records. This cabinet was made for 
us through the auspices of one of our members - Mr Ralph 


ttnmawrine. 
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We felt weocathiisiery feGenealagy Bepahiobat on to our es 
records since recor@srtis#buntig Histotyhe place in which they were: 
kept and through having the records cabinet we can now keep 
our records, in theory at least, more safely and preserve 

them for future generations. 


You may like to know that we are undertaking a 
huge exercise of making our own copies of the records so 
that we can have them in a typed format to enable us and 
others to save having to thumb through the records, and 
hence destroy the material, when we wish to follow a line of 
enquiries about one's family history through Nazeing. This 
is being masterminded by Mrs Valerie Day , one of our 
Churchwardens, who herself is very much interested in family 
records and spent a great deal of time researching her own 
family, her story about this is a very interesting one and 
perhaps might be something for a future issue of your Curtis 
Society. Since Valerie discovered that one of her ancesters 
lived in her house in Nazeing previously, quite unbeknown to 
her. I anticpate this exercise to take some time and indeed 
create some cost in some way but we hope eventually to end 
up with a set of alternative records, so to speak, that will 
make it easier for us to trace what informatiion needs to be 
traced. Perhaps your members may like to hear more about 


this as it progressess and I am sure we will be glad to let 
you know. 


I am always receiving enquiries about ancestors, 
particularly from America and we work hard at trying to make 
our records as accessible as possible. I always ask that if 
any of your members are coming over to this country, that if 
they could give me a preliminary phone call before arriving 
on my doorstep, then usually we can arrange a suitable time 
for them to view and to have a look at the records. This 
helps me enormously as often people arrive on my doorstep 
when I am in the middle of my work and unable to spend the 
time I would like to spend to facilitate their visit. Please 
let me know if you have any thoughts about the records and I 
will be glad to produce some more information. 


With best wishes to yqur Society from us all in 
Nazeing for a happy and blessed new year. 


NEW_MEMBERS 
Curtiss, Lois E. 5985 Portland Road Lake Odessa, MI 48849 
Gard, Dana D. 103 North Ninth Thermopolis, WY 82443 
Sherwood, Albert c. Yomperaug Avenue Woodbury, CT 06798 
Marlow, Helen L. P.0.Box 295 Crockett, CA 94525 
DEATHS - 
Bastow, Barbara A. 109 wallace Lane Yreko, CA 96097 
. CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Hoover, Mar 324 Treble Cove Rd Billerica,| MA 01821 
“Hoover, Saner 324 Treble Cove Rd Billerica, MA 01821 
Tripp, Margaret C. 0575 Elk Horn Rd Texas Creek, CO 81250 
Ostadal ,Charlene 3665 Brookshire Dr: Pensacola, FL 32504 
Ostadal, J. Gerrold 3665 Brookshire Dr. Fensacola, FL 32504 
Teague, Alan G. 11506 Wickhollow Ln. Houston, TX 77043 
Curtiss, Georgia R. 18 Brookmeade CT. Sterling, VA 22170 
BIRTHS ; 
Smith, Kenneth Edward 12 Marie Drive #16 Seymour, CT 06483 


(daughter of Stephen Field Smith and Carolyn Curtiss Smith) 
(Great grandson of Richmond H. Curtiss and grandson of 
(Clayton James Curtiss II) (Editor's first) 
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In anticipation of the September 26 Annual Meeting, we include 
here the names of Curtis/ss gravestones in the Woodbury/Southbury 
cemetaries. They are arranged in chronological order by earliest date of 
birth. The name of the Cernetary is given and genealogical reference and 
relationship to husband or wife by number. Maps showing locations of 
Cemetaries will be available at the meeting. 
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FURTIS/CURTISS BURIALS fn SUUTNPURY % WUODDURY CENETERIES, from 1937 WEA RECORDS and JN % ELLzaREIN CURTISS GENenLustes ~CjLs= i CEyy rite 


Curtis/s Society computerized RNs, Reference Numbers. 


Born 


1702-02-02 
1703-01-12 
1704 ca 
1709 
1710-02-23 
1710 ca 
1712 
1716-06-23 
1717 ca 
1719 ca 
1729 
1730-09-11 
1736 
1737-03-24 
1740 


1740-03-22 
1743 
1743-01-30 
1746 
1748-04-63 
1750 
1755 
1756-01-18 
1759 
1759 
1761 
1762-07-25 


Died 


1761-19-19 
1784-06-14 
17597 ca 
1776-96-29 
1781 
1777-07-16 
1764-06-23 
1795-12-14 
1738 


1807-01-12 
1784-02-08 
1785-06-28 
1813-01-28 
1813-07-24 


1798-91-09 
1820-02-13 
1819-11-11 
1797-04-20 
1845-11-29 
1803-94-05 
1894-96-21 
1798-10-17 
1834-03-13 
1845-92-16 
1771-03-07 
1816-02-29 


(1) ID Numbers are arbitrary, for identification only. 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 

Name Cemetery 
Curtis, Nathan White Oak 
Curtis, Deacon Daniel White Dak 
Martin, Phebe 
Hicock, Lois White Oat 
Curtis, Deacon Stephen 
Hicock, Huldah Knowles 
Freston, Martha White Oak 
Curtiss, Israel Old Back 
Towner, Martha 
Towner, Eunice 
Hinaan, Sarah- White Dak 
Curtiss, Captain Agur White Oak 
Hinman, Mercy Fine Hill 
Curtiss, Sanvel Warner 
Hinman, Currence Warner 
Curtiss, Joseph Old Back 
Hinor, Sarah South 
Curtiss, David South 
Hatch, Keturah Old Back 
Curtiss, Nathan White Oak 
aeataraand + Esther White Oak 
Curtiss, Reuben Old Back 
Curtiss, Wait Old Back 
Lum, Hannah Feck Old Back 
Preston, Martha White Oat 
Curtis, Comfort White Oak 
Curtiss, Josiah Norway, N.Y. 
Strong, Olive White Oak 


Moseley, Olive 


Bradley, Mary 
Curtiss, David Stiles 
Curtis, Thomas 
Curtiss, Siaeon 
Huntington, Sybilla 
Curtiss, Will Freston 
ener ee » Lorena 
Curtiss, Stiles 
Beard, Sarah 

Curtiss, Betty 
Curtiss, Burritt 
Hinman, Col. Trusan 
Curtiss, Captsin Japhet 
Curtiss, Benjamin 
Orton, Truman 

Curtis, Lewis 

Curtis, Julia 

Osborn, Erastus 
Flatt, Folly 

Curtiss, Agur 

ee oe » Betsey 
Curtiss, Charles Ransoa 
Strong, Lucy . 
Stiles, Jennett 
Curtiss, William 
Curtiss, Martha 
Curtiss, Maria HM, 
Curtis, Williaa 
Harris, Marta 


Moseley lot 


South 
South 


South 
South 
South 
North 
South 
Old Back 


Old Back 


Old Back 
South 


South Britain 
White Oak 
George's Hill 


Quaker Faras 
White Oak 


White Dak 
South Britain 
White Oak 
South 

Old Back 
Sandy Hook 


1763 
1770-09-02 


1765 
1767-01-14 
1768 
1768-01-02 
1769 
1769-05-11 ~ 
1771 
1771-04-13 
1774 
1776-06-09 
1776-11-10 
1778 
1779-12-12 
1781 

1784 
1784-10-12 
1784-11-27 
1785-06-15 
1787 
1787-03-12 
1788 
1788-05-07 
1786 ca 
1790-10-04 
1791 
1791-02-04 
1793 
1794-09-13 
1805 ~ 


1847-08 
1855-07-23 


1859-01-19 
1846-01-21 
1832-10-26 
1852-04-02 
1837-12-31 
1792-91-23 
1857-09-04 
1850-01-20 
1862-07-26 
1852-09-27 
1852-12-01 
1813-06-21 


1798-07-28 
1881-05-07 
1839-09-12 
1862-03-23 
1868-03-26 
1831-01-04 


1867-02-12 
1844-06-24 


1875-08-98 
1815-09-11 
1852-05-19 
1869-09-24 
1801-07-04 
1854-07-30 


Age 


Ss? 
62 
55 
67 
71 
67 
52 
79 
21 


78 
53 
49 
76 
73 


58 
77 
77 
Si 
98 
53 
49 
42 
75 
86 
10 
55 
B4 
84 


85 
79 
64 
64 
68 
22 
86 
79 
68 
76 
76 
35 


17 
97 
52 
77 
82 
44 


79 
56 


Generation numbering starts with immigrants John &% Elizabeth Curtiss as Gen. 1. 


Geneo. Ref. 

CG p2A, RN-138, Gen. 5 

CG p39, RN*I50, Gen. 5 

CG p30, RN-589, Gen. 5 

CG pif, Gen. 5 

CG pi4, RN=154, Gen. 5 

CG pi4, Gen. 5 

CG p28, RN=550, Gen. 5 

CG p30, RN=156, Gen. 5 

CG p39, RN=598, Gen, 5 

CG p30, RN=599, Gen. § 

C6 p30, RN=570, Gen. § 

CG p50, RN=470, Gen. 5 

C6 p50, RN=1152, Gen. 5 
C& p25, RN=473, Gen. § 

HC p37, Gen. 5 

CG pS?, AN=621, Gen. 6 

CG ps6, Gen. 6 

C6 pS8, RN=578, Gen. & 

CG p59, Gen. 6 

CG p56, RN=554, Gen. 6 

£6 p56, RN=1065, Gen. & 
CG p3t, RN=429, Gen. 6 

CG pbs, Gen. 6 

CG p3l, Gen. 6 

CG p56, RN=1111, Gen. & 
HC p37, Gen. 6 
HC pl, Gen. 6 
C6 pBé, Gen. 6 
HC p9l, Gen. 6 
CG p96, Gen. 7 
CG p98, Gen. 7 
No record 

CG p98, Gen. 7 
CG p98, Gen. 7 
CG p58, RN=1192, Gen. 7 
No record 

CG pil7, Gen. 7 
CG pti7, Gen. 7 
CG p56, RN=945, Gen. 7 
HC pl40, Gen. 7 
CG p56, RN=1554, Gen. 7 
CG p99, Gen. 7 
No record 

No record 

HC plé3, Gen. 7 
C6 p73, RN=1759, Gen. 7 
HC pai, Gen. 7 
HC pié3, Gen. 7 
HC pl49 Gen. 7 

HC pl49 Gen. 7 

CG p99, Gen. 7 

CG p99, Gen. 7 

CB p99, Gen. 7 

-No record 

“HC pat, Gen. 7 

No record 

CG pbs, Gen. 7 

HC pié3, Gen. 7 


Curtis/s wives appear in cemetery records as “Curtis/s" rather than under maiden name. 
Geneo. References are to pages in “The Curtiss Family” books, 19703 and 1953, and to 


Relationship 


Husband of @¢? 

Wusb. of 0134 % 39 
Ist wife of #3 

Ist wife of 047 
Hush. of #8 & #135 
2nd wife of 847 
Wife of #19 

Husb. of @136 %& 137 
Ist wife of 24 

2nd wife of #24 

2nd wife of #3 
Wusband of @34 

Wife of 
Nusband 
Wife of 


mis 
of 820 
LAI: ] 


of #26 
077 


Husband 
Wife of 
Husband of 6128 
Wife of &26 

Husb. of 821 %& 31 
ist wife of 035 
Husband of @5 
Husband of @36 
Wife of #37 

2nd wife of #35 
Dau. of 820 & 38 
Husband of &58 
Wife of 042 

Wife of 057 


Wife of 
Husband 
Wusband 
Husband of #45 
Wife of #78 

Son of 077 

Wife of 062 
Husband of #129 
Wife of #8130 

Wife of 952 
Nusband of 07 
Nusband of @17 
Husband of #55 
Poss. son @37 & 5 
Husband of #124 


aq 
of 8133 
of H6t 


Husband of @11 & 139 


Wife of #138 
Husband of #32 
Ist wife of 048 
Husband of #142 
Wife of W141 
Husband of #25 
Wife of "54 
Wife of O19 


Wife of #56 
Wife of #125 
Son of 836 & 42 
2nd wife of 648 


John, C6 pit 
Stephen, CG pl4, 


Stenhen, CG pla, 


~ 


San of Stephen, CG pi4, 


Son of Josiah, CG p25, 


Josiah, CG p25, 


G24 & 137 
David, CG p29 
M10 & 9 


024 4 
mtS & 3a 


Son of #15 & 34 


Son of 877 & 128 


#26 & 28 


Son of John, CG p73 


Dau. of #31 & 35 
Son of Elihu, CG p71 
Son of Benjamin, C6 p60 


Son of Samuel, C6 p43 
Dau. of John, C6 p73 


Son of Robert, HC p72 


Son of Stephen, CG p60 


Dau. of #57 & 58 
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Stiles, Roderick 
Curtiss, Sybilla Cleora 
Stiles, Rufus 

Curtiss, Amzi 

Curtiss, David H. 
Curtiss, Sarah 

Curtiss, John 

Gilbert, Maria 

Curtiss, Maria 
Curtiss, Daniel 

Ferry, Charles 

Curtiss, Caroline 
Minor, Truman 

Curtiss, Elvira 
Summers, Maria 

Smith, Samuel 

Curtiss, Harriet 
Guernsey, Anna 

Curtiss, Eliza 

Curtiss, Maria L. 
Curtiss, William 
Curtis, George A. 
Curtiss, Julia 

Strong, Julia F. 
Curtis, Harriet 
Curtiss, Henry Stiles 
Stoddard, Eliz. Ann 
Benham, Elizabeth L. 
Curtiss, Sarah H. or R. 
Peck, Harriet L. 
Curtiss, Mary Mallory 
Curtiss, Henry 

Curtiss, John R. 
Strong, Martha Jennette 
Curtiss, Benjamin Stiles 
Tuttle, Sally J. 
Curtiss, Theron S. 
Curtis, Stiles 


Sarah 
Benjamin S. 
Harriet H. 
James H. 


Curtiss, 
Russell, 
Curtiss, 
Linsley, 
Curtiss, Horace Daniel 
Curtiss, Maria S. 

Stiles, Mary Jennette 
Atwater, Harriett 
Curtiss, James Guernsey 
Tomlinson, Homer S. 
Curtiss, Walter Stiles 
Curtiss, Emily Amelia 
Cole, Edward Francis 
Averill, Eunice Eliza 
White, George C. 

Curtiss, Henry B. 
Curtiss, Cordelia 
Curtiss, Edward John 
Sanford, Elizabeth 
Curtiss, Frances J. 
Curtis, Benjamin B. 
Curtiss, Elizabeth Stiles 
Abrams, Ella L. 

Curtiss, Charles Strong 
French, Ellen Mallory 
Curtis, Charles Henry 
Lee, Jennie HM. 

Beardsley, Alice 

Curtiss, Jennett W. 
Atwood, Mary Curtiss 
Curtiss, Benjamin Lincoln 


Curtiss, Anna Seeley 
Somers, David 
Carrington, Lyman W. 
Curtiss, Ellen E. 
Barnes, Henry E. 
Curtiss, Daniel Averill 
Curtiss, Flora Preston 
Curtiss, George Smith 
Curtiss, Horace Atwater 
Curtiss, George €. 
Curtiss, Eva A. 


Carrington, Ruth 
Carrington, Eva 
Carrington, Albert 


South 
South 
White 
North 
North 
White 
North 
North 
Old Back 
South 

Fine Hill 
South Britain 
North 
South 
North 
South 
North 
North 
North 
Pine Hill 
South 

South Britain 
Old Back 
South 

South 

North 
Bridgewater 
North 

Quaker Faras 
Fine Hill 
White Oak 
Fine Hill 
Quaker Farms 
South 

South 

South Britain 
White Oak 
South Britain 


Oak 


Oak 


Britain 


New North 
New North 
North 
North 
South 
North 
South 
South 
South 
South 
South 
South 
South 
South 
South 
North 
South 
South 
South 
South 
South 
South 
South 
New North 

New North 

South Britain 
South Britain 


Britain 


South 
South 


South 


New North 
New North 
South 
South 
South 
South 
South 
South 


South 
South 
South 


Pascagoula Public Library 
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1754 
1794-11-23 
1795 
1795-09-14 
1796-04-03 
1797-11-08 
1797-07-13 
1798 

1798 
1601-11-08 
1892-02-15 
1892-05-29 
1693 
1803-11-43 
1804 
1804-02-02 
1804-03-29 
1806 
1806-12-29 
1808-09-20 
1899-09-24 
1811-10-30 
1812 

{B12 

1813 
1814-02-24 
1814-06-19 
1814-11-22 
1817 

1820 
1820-05-24 
1821 

1822 

1822 
1822-07-23 
1824-01-16 
1831-08-05 
1838-11-06 


1822-04-13 
1823-03-28 
1825-05-18 
1827-04-18 
1831-07-24 
1832 
1834-07-15 
1634-08-08 
1835-08-08 
1635-09-29 
1836-04-18 
1837-10-30 
1839-11-29 
1840-09-20 
1842-02-21 
1842-02-24 
1843-04-13 
1945-01-24 
1848 
1848-07-07 
1850-03-31 
1850-09-07 
1855 
1856-03-23 
1856-01-11 
1857-03-11 
1860-10-29 
1661 ca 
1861-08-12 
1667 ca 
1847-03-08 


1862-05-02 


1865-04-06 
1865-09-21 
1866 : 

1867-07-20 
1867-08-13 
1870-10-08 
1B71-12-17 
1872-96-27 
1875-08-26 


1892-04-13 
1893-12-04 
1898-02-19 


1862-07-29 
1852-11-27 
1876-10-06 
1669-11-17 
1862-01-25 
1859-93-05 
1988-02-20 
1980-02-18 
1909-11-29 
1878-95-16 
1876-08-03 
1846-09-19 
1865-96-18 
4837-12-24 
1828-10-05 
1854-10-30 
1885-06-30 
1866-08-39 
1840-09-04 
1882-03-26 
1844-03-19 
1864-05-28 
1814-12-12 
1900-03-26 
1833-03-23 
1669-10-23 
1886-03-16 
1870-11-29 
1859-04-16 
1882-02-01 
1878-19-10 
1900-03-19 
1852-11-04 
1914-02-21 
1997-03-02 
1895-11-10 
1852-08-95 
1842-04-05 


1905-04-20 
1887-05-24 
1879-06-22 
1701-04-07 
1906-08-14 
1836-04-11 
1893-09-20 


-1925-10-06 


1925-02-07 
1918-05-21 
1916-02-03 
1930-04-26 
1929-08-31 
1930-01-09 
1920-07-10 
1853-10-23 
1887-11-19 
1923-04-16 
1878-10-12 
1913-02-11 
1876-06-05 
1682-01-11 
1984-04-25 


1916-02-18 
1924-03-04 
1862-07-03 


1877-11-24 


1893-05-14 


1699 
1918 
1907-08-23 
1929 
1872-06-27 
1872-08-24 
1074 
1885-04-10 


1895 
1895 
1916-04-06 


C6 p78, Gen. ¥ 
CG p78, Gen. 8 
CG p98, Gen. B 
CG pit7, Gen. 86 
CG p143, Gen. @ 
CG p9A, Gen. 8 
CG pié4, Gen. 8 
CG plb4, Gen. 8 
Not in CG p98/9, Gen. 8 
CG pl43, Gen. 8 
C6 pino, Gen. 8 
CG pli7, Gen. 8 
C6 pll7, Gen. 8 
CG p98, Gen. 8 
C6 pl43, Gen. 8 
C6 pli7, Gen. @ 
C6 pll7, Gen. 8 
CG p43, Gen. 8 
CG pli7, Gen. 8 
CG pio0, Gen. 8 
HC p204, Gen. 8 
HC p230, Gen. 8 
Not in CG p99, Gen. 6 
CG pi43, Gen. @ 
No record 

C6 pii7, ben. 8 
HC p204, Gen. 8B 
CG plt7, Gen. 8 
HC pl49 Gen. 8 
WC p209, Gen. 8 
C6 p99, Gen. 8 
WC p209, Gen. 8 
HC pl49 Gen. 8 
CG pl45, Gen. 8 
CG pi45, Gen. 8 
HC p230, Gen. 8 
CG p99, Gen. 8B 
HC p163, Gen. 6 
C6 piss, Gen. 9 
CG piss, Gen. 9 
CG pié4, Gen. 9 
CG pié4, Gen. 9 
C6 pl44, Gen. 9 
C6 pi43, Gen. 97 
C6 pl43, Gen. 7 
CG p44, Gen. 9 
CG pl43, Gen. 9 
CG pi44, Gen. 9 
WC p 290, Gen. 9 
CG pi44, Gen. 9 
CG pi44, Gen. 9 
HC p 290, Gen. 9 
C6 plas, Gen. 9 
CG pil7, Gen. 9 
CG pi44, Gen. 9 
C6 p18, Gen. 9 
C6 pies, Gen. 9 
CG pi44, Gen. 9 
HC p2390, Gen. 7 
CG pi44, Gen. 9 
CG piss, Gen. 9 
C6 pies, ben. 9 
C6 pl86, Gen. 9 
HC p37, Gen. 9 
WC p3i7, Gen. 9 
HC p3i7, Gen. 9 
C6 pi4s, Gen. 9 
CG pi45, Gen. 9 
C6 pi4s, Gen. 9 
C6 piss, ben. 10 
HC p290, Cen. 10 
HC p290, Gen. 10 
CG pisé, Gen. 10 
HC p290, ben. 10 
C6 pis, Gen. 10 
C6 piss, Gen. 10 
C6 piss, Gen. 10 
C6 pi8é, Gen. 10 
Not in CG pi43, Gen. 10 
CG pi8s, Gen. 10 
HC p290, Gen. 11 
HC p290, Gen. It 
HC p290, Gen. If 


Nusoano oF 
Wife of #72 
Husband of #49 
Unmarried 

Hush. of #122, 65 
Wife of a59 
Husband of #123 
Wife of @118 

Dau. of 
Husband 
Husband 
Wife of 
Husband of 8105 
Unaarried 

ist wife of 66 
Husband of #18 
Wife of #106 

2nd wife of #66 
Unaarried 

Wife of 51 
Husband of #140 
Husband of #12 
Dau. of #54 & 55 
Wife of #75 

Dau. of #61 % 62 
Husband of #83 

ist wife of #120 
Wife of #84 

Dau. of #141 & 142 
Wife of &23 
Unmarried 

Husband of #22 

Son of R141 & 142 
Wife of #69 
Husband of @117 
Wife of #4 
Unmarried 

Son of #48 & 139 


Wife of #132 
Husband of #131 
Wife of W112 
Husband of #111 
Husband of #107 
Dau. of #66 & 65 
Wife of #98 

Wife of #108 
Husband of #99 
Husband of #91 
Husband of #93 
Wife of #92 
Husband of #8! 
Wife of #94 
Hushand of @73 
Son of #83 & 84 
Wife of @74 
Husband of #85, 86 
ist wife of #79 
Unmarried 
Unmarried 

Wife of #82 

2nd wife of #79 
Husband of #89 
Wife of #70 
Husband of 06 & 145 
ist wife of #46 
2nd wife of #46 
Dau. of 069 & 117 
Wife of 068 
Husband of @147 


avi 


Wife of 
Husband 
Husband 
Wife of 
Husband 


146 

of 867 
of #100 
#68 

of #87 
Wife of #101 
Drowned 

Son of #107 & 108 
Son of #98-& 99 
Dau. of #98 & 99 


Dau. of #100 & 101 
Dau. of #100 & 101 
Son of #100 & 101 


59 


Dau. of #78 & 13% 


Son of #129 4 139 
Son, of #78 % 133 
Dau. of # 78% 133 
Son of #129 4% 139 
Son. of #@ 78 & 133 
Dau. of #129°% 130 


Dau. of # 78 & 133 


Dau. of #129 & 130 


Dau. of #129 % 130 


Dau. of @54 8% 55 
Son. of # 78 % 133 
Son of #138 & 7 


Son of #129 & 130 


Sister of #144 
Dau. of #19 & 25 
Son of Cyrus, CG pion 
Bro. of #143 
Son of #19 & 25 


Son of #19 & 25 


Dau. of W118 & 123 
Dau. of #118 & 123 


Son of #75 & 121 


Son of #66 & 65 


Son of 075 & 121 
Dau. of #75 & 12! 


Dau. of #75 & 121 
Son of #75 % 121 


Dau. of #75 & 121 
Son of @4 & 12 

Dau. of 475 & 121 
Son of 869 & 117 


Son of #4 & 12 


Son of 069 & II7 


Lau. of 498 & 99 


Dau. of 098 & 99 


Son of #93 & 94 
Dau. of #968 & 99 
Son of #98 & 99 
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PROGRAM and FPEGISTFEFATION é 
’ 


for CURTIS/S SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING 
Seuthbury & Woodbury, Cann., Saturday, 28 September 1991 


WILLIAM CURTISS (2), J & E €1) and his san JOSHUA (3) as well as 
his nephew ISRAEL CURTISS (3), JOHN ¢€2), J & E €1)2 were among the 
Proprietors and first settlers af Old Weodbury, having come up the 
Housatonic River from Stratford. Their descendants have made their 
marks in the area ever since. The all-day Annual Meeting program af 
the Society will focus on the settlers’ early environment — haw and 
why they moved, where they went, their relations with the native 
Americans, tours of the area shawing what/where they built their 
homes, burying yards, and genealogical relationships, sa as to provide 
an in-depth view of early Curtis/s family circumstances in western 
Conn. 


H@: Curtis House on Main Street, Poute 6, Woodbury, CT 06798, 
Phone (203) 263-2101, for registration, briefings, lunch, business 
meeting, etc. Out—-af--tawners may wish to stay over before/after 
Saturday, 28 September. Arrangements will be made for those caming 
early and/or staying aver toa do lacal research or pursue supplemental 
activities on Friday/Sunday as they wish. Flease advise Dick Ferry if 
so. Advance registration preferred, but last minute walk-ins will be 
accepted. 


Directions ta the Curtis Houses Fram I-84 east ar west, use exit 
15 (Southbury); goa north on Route 6 (Main Street) 3.7 miles inta 
Woeadbury; Curtis House .is on left. Park in lower parking lat behind 
the Inn far direct entry to meeting racm. Schedule: 


B:30 A. M. Fegistration: total cast including luncheon, #18 each 
can be paid in advance or at the door; caffee 


9:00 A. M. Welcoming remarks; illustrated keynote talk on 
"Anather History of Ancient Wondbury as Seen fram 
Pootatuck Wigqwams" by Russell Handsman, Research 
Directar of American Indian Archaeological Institute 


10:00 A. M. Farticipate in ane or more simultaneous morning 
events Cfor planning purposes, please express your 
interests on Registration Blank below) 


12:00 noon: Lunch Cchoase entree below), business meeting, 
reports, election af officers 


2:30-3 FP. M. Greup caravan tour of the area in individual cars 


with several stops for descriptions af Curtis houses 
and other points of interest 


5:00 F. M. Disperse Cor collapse) 


Send the following Registration Blank as soon as possible toa Fichard 
C. Perry, Box 128, South Britain, Conn. 06487, phone (203) 264-2993. 
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: . consisting of the “ Governor or Deputy Governor and assistants, viz, Cape. Benjamin N, . 
Colony of Conn. Mr. Curtis was exalted to the office of a Captain PASERACHLnfpD iG Library y . Dewberry ; 


Stratford, an office to which no ordinary man could then aspire. And @eedrleiStaeyrdehaenealogy 
tive from Stratford, to the General Assembly of the Colony. Lieut. WGudtisiF anailymetistery 


of the General Court, 1671. Lieut. Joseph, (probably an error,) in May, 1671. Lieut. Wm. Curtis, 
was appointed 2 commissioner for Stratford, in May, 1671, with Samuel Sherman; deputy, May, 
1672, also commissioner. At the General Court, held May 9, 167°, liberty was granted to Mr. 
Samuel Sherman, Lieut. Wm. Curtice, Ensign Joseph Judson and John Minor, themselves and 
associates, to erect 2 plantation at ‘ Pomperoage,” provided “it doth not prejudice any former 
grant, to any other plantation or person; also, that any other Lonest inhabitant of Stratford, 
should have liberty to ‘oin them in settling there, &c., and "’ that they settle there within the 
space of three years. (Col. Record.) He was deputy, June 26, 1672, a special session called 
by Gov. Winthrop, on his receiving a letter from the king, announcing a declaration of war 
against the states. General, that New England should make speedy provision for a defence 
against the Dutch, (at Nesy York.) The letter had been sent by the Governor of Massachusetts, 
to Governor ‘Winthrop. He was again a Representative, Oct, 1672; Cant. Wm. Curtice, was 
again elected in May, 1672, and comm'r of Stratford, and at a special session of the Leg. 
islature called by Gov. \Vinthrop, Aug. 7, 1673; also, Oct. 9, 1673; at this session, Capt. William 
Curtice and Lieut. Richard Olmsted, were appointed to lay out a grantof land to Thomas Blach- 
Jey; also, Representative to a General Court “by special order"’ from the Governor, Nov. 26, 
1672, at which General Court, Capt. Wm. Curtice was appointed Captain of such forces as 
ahould be sent from the County of Fairfield, against the Duted sation of New York, under Major 
John Talleot, who was appointed commander-in-chief of “ such military forces as should be 
raysed in this Colony, and sent against New Yorke.” Major Robert Treat, second in command 
Lieut. Thomas Bull, Capt. of the forces raised in Hareford County. Capt. John Nash, for New 
Haven County. Capt. Wm. Curtice, for Fairfield County. Lieut. James Avery, chosen Captain 
for such forces as should be sent from New London County, and Mr. Thomas Trowbridge, ap- 
pointed commissary for the expedition. The General Assembly considered the “Dutch aations 
at New York, “not oniy.open and professed enemies ‘to our nation,” but that they, in a hostile 
manner, had invaded a part of “his Majesties Domizions in New England,” and ‘continuing in 
their hostile acts, and threatening to do more, as they should be enabled, seizing our vessels and’ 
shedding English blood. The Legisiature found themselves necessitated forthwith to raise and 
send sueh forces by sea and land “ (in conjunction with the rest of the Vaited Colonyes) " as should 
defend their persons and property, “both on the mayne and on the east end of Long [sland,” 
against the outragesof the Dutch, and repress the power and violence of so dangerous an enemy. 
And accordingly resolved with all expedition “to attend the same, trusting in Almighty God 
that he will bless and prosper 2s in this our righteous cause, being necessitated there unto in our 
just defence.” The management of which required speed and secrecy. The Assembly therefore 
appointed 2 “ standing council! of wart,” in the Colony, with full power to manage the adairs, 


The two pages reproduced here are excerpts from a book entitled: "E 


ign John Wadsworth; Capt. Thomas Topping, Lieut Wm. Fowler, 


and Lieut. Thoenes 
HVE by special order (on all occasions) from the Governor, 


or Deputy Governar, oy 


" Secretary, by their, or either of their appointment, to convene, giving time and place to coarese 


and when assembled or 2 major part of them, that any five or seven of them concurring, the 
Gov. or Deouty Gov. always being one, to have full power to act as a council of War, aod thew 
acts to be as valid as if done by the General Court of the Colony. (See Conn. QW, Rec, 1671) 
Capt. Wa. Curtice again elected Representative, in May, 1674 ;. this session changed the nme 
of “ Paumperaug,” to Woodbury, and freed it from country rates four years, Cape Wan, Cortce, 
Deputy, Oct, 1674; also Deputy to May, 1675; at this session, Capt. John Nash, Cape, Witham 
Curtice and Lieut. Thomas Munson, ‘vere appointed to lay out the highway from Woodtary 
“ Pawgasuck,” to the most convenient place for a ferry, and to lay out a parcel of land for a 
ferry-place. And the town of Stratford, appointed to lay out a county highway from Btraifora, 
to “ Pagasuck," to the place where the above committee should establish the ferry rforemud. 
(See Col. Rec. 1675.) In July 1675, the Governor called another meeting of the General Court 
of which Capt. Wm, Curtice, vasa member. The cause of which meeting was the “troutes of 
the Indians now risen against the English, spoyleing and distroying of them by fire and sword: 7 
‘also some motions of Major Andross,” and particularly ag toa letter sent said Androes, frou 
the Governor, Deputy Governor and assistants, in answer to a letter received from him ke, dc. 
Capt. Wm. Curtice, was also a Representative, Oct, 1675, at which sessio's he received « far- 
ther command of troops raised, and he also was put in nomination for an assistant, the sext May, 
(1676.) In May, 1676, Capt. Wm. Curtice and Mr. Samuel! Sherman, were appointed comaxe 
sioners for Stratford and Woodbury. Capt. Wm. Curtice, Representative, Oct, 1678, aed 2:sme 
nominated to stand for election the next May; also, deputy in May, 1677; also, Oct, 1677, wit 
Mr. Francis Hail;of Strarford. Capt. Wm. Curtis, nominated for an. assistant for the next Mar, 
and so continued to hold the various offices conferred upon him by the town or Colony, dunag 
his life. Heand his brother John Curtice. are both found Inthe list of freemen at Stratford, ‘a 


. 1669. Capt. Wm. Curtice, thouga he was one of the committee to lay out the town cf Woot 


bury, never removed there with dis family, but his sons Israel and Joshua Curtice, wer: tong 
the Srst settlers of WWoodbury, :where the name has to thistime been respectable. Cape {© iz: 
appears to have been the most important, prominent and useful settler of the name in Cvassct:- 
cut, and while he was much of his time devoted to public business, his brother John, was reured 
upon his farm in Stratford, and a man of Jess importance in the public business of the Coicer. 
There was also Joseph Curtis, who went from Stratford, to Danbury, and from theace ta sod 
bury, as early as 1700. : . 

I find no satisfactory evidence of the relation, if any existed, between Elizabeth, Joka sad 
William Curtis, who settled at Stratford, with either Heary, of Windsor ; Thomas, of Wcthere 
field ; Samuel, of Hebron, from Long Island, and John, of Woodstock, (or Roxbury.) 


arly Puritan Settlers of the 


Colony of Connecticut" by Royal Hinman, dated 1852. It is in:the library of the Connecticut Historic 
Society in Hartford. In view of our plan to have our 1991 Annual Meeting in Woodbury, it seems 
appropriate to include this material on William Curtis (2) who was one of the founders of Woodbury 
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We here present another entry from the Parish Register of All Saints 
Church of Nezeing, Oxford, Great Britain. It is from the page for 1619 g, 
- the Baptism of Thomas Curtis, youngest son of John and Elizabeth. 
It is the last entry at the bottom of the page. 


As we are ready ta “go to press”, we would like to inform you that the 
Nominating Committee has 6 candidate for Vice President to offer at the 
Annual Meeting. Arthur Hutchinson has been involved with the 
computerization of Curtis/ss records since July, 1990 and has worked 
with Dick Perry in this ares.. He has agreed to have his name presented for 
the office of Vice President. 
Art lives in Springfield, Virginia with his wife, Linda and works for 
the U.S.Gavernment in Washington. He is in his 50s and has for many years 
been very interested in genealogy and involved with computers. He has 
several ideas for the expansion of the Society's activities. We believe that 
together with Barbera Weaver they will provide anew an of 137 of 189 
progressive leadership for the Society. 
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We are pleased to announce that Barbara Weaver of Qntaria,N.Y. 

has agreed to serve as Membership Chairman for the Saciety. She has 
started off with e bang and is even planning te go to a Meeting of 
Curtisses in Lake Ndessa, Michigan whe ore descendants of Jahn and 
Elizabeth Curtis. There are 27 cousins who just found out about our 
Society hy writing to us and one of them has became a member. They have 
é reunion in June and Barbara plans to go with her mother. She says it is 
only @ 19 or 12 hour drive. | think she wii he a very effective Sales Person. 
More about Barbara on the first page. 


To Curtis/ss Society Members 
from Barbera C. Weaver 

The John & Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss Societu is approaching a 
significant crossroad. On September 28, 1991, for the first time 
in the 52 ueors of its existance, the Society membership may elect 
a non-Connecticut President. 

This is significant because it highlights the widespread interest 
that more and more people have for family and roots. We have e truly 
national reunion/annual meeting each year that hes attracted family 
members from as far as California. 

It is important that we encourage all family members to join. So if 
you have children, grandchildren, cousins, ar other family that are not 
members, please give them a little push. Possibly do as | did a couple of. 
yeers ogo | gave a one year membership to a young nephew, and he has kept 
it up since. ; 

If there is some ane you think of that should be contacted, please let 
me know. | will gladly call or write to them. | can be contacted at 131 
Lake Road, Ontario, NY. 14519 (716-265-0621). - 

To became ao member, send th e $5.00 annual membership dues, along 
with your name, address, and relationship Cif known), to: 

Richmond Curtiss, Sr. 234 Joshua Point Road, Guilford, CT 06437 

it would yvondveerful te have our membership rolls increase 
significantly. AND FAMILY 1S SO IMPORTANT. 

Barbera C. yieaver 


Cn) 


CURTISS QUERY 
\CRAMENTO, CA. (95823). -Faye W. Smith, 6994 Devotion Lane 

John Curtis, born 1680 in Stratford, CT, married three times: 
L) 1706 to Margaret Pickett, (2) 1715 to Hannah Johnson; and 


3) Sometime after 1734 he married Rebecca (Blackleash) (Allyn3g of 189 
amsey. Can anyone tell me where these marriages took place? 
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RICHARD CURTIS of DORCHESTEF, MASS. 
& & oS Bed 
In a prior "Chronicle" we reported finding in Harlow Curtis’ 
papers an unpublished cajlection of records of descendants of Richard 
Curtis €1610 —- 1681) of Dorchester, Mass. and Wallingford, Conn. 
compiled about 1956 (390 typed and indexed pages). Several 
interesting developments have occurred since then. One member’s 
reaction was, "The Saciety should publish it!" Another was, "I’d like 
a copy of that collection; how much would it cost?" The answer is | 
about $40, and as a result, member E. C. Curtis of Irving, Texas, now. 
has a copy of these recerds, as does the Society. The New England 
Historical and Genealogical Society in Boston is being apprised of its . 
Bxistence and availability. 


Brief perusal af Richard’s descendants has already brought . 
several revelations. Jean Watkins of Leland, Michigen, writes, "Bless 
you! I’ve had the pleasure of filling in five generations of Curtis 
nen back to Richard! My grandmocther’s notes said *S generations fram 
Nilliam, so I had voluminous notes on ai.” \igiapponiepaa Oh what a relief 
to find the right line." And member Benjamin Talmadge Curtis, whoa 
thought his direct ancestors were John and Elizabeth writes, "This is 
real news which I immediately passed on to my father! Naw we know why 
there was a blank in my greatgrandfather’s lineage. It looks like he 
yas looking toward the wrang ancestor! We’re locking forward toa 
spending time at the Annual Meeting with Harlow’s records, and also 
seeing my real ancestor’s graves in Old Weodbury." BTC’s ancestry 
still traces to J & E Curtiss through several female lines. 


So the virtues of not focussing too narrowly on one Curtis 
-ineage become increasingly apparent, and we are certain that many 
ther revelations are still to be found in the Saociety’s archives. Do 
:ome and look! 


EIST CLASS MAIL 


For Reference 
ROM: The Jol and Clisabetl 


Curtis/Curtiss Society 


RICHMOND H. CURTISS, Secretary 
‘234 Joshua Point Road 
Guilford, Connecticut 06437 


Not to be taken from this room 


8 Heather way 7 
ventura, C&A 93004 936 


“PINS! CLASS MALE 
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CurlisACurtiss Society 


Richmond Hf. Curtiss, Editor 
234 Joshua Point Road 
Leete’s Island 

Guilford, CT 06437 
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PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS 

The" President's Message” on the front page of the January, 1991 
Chronicle was obviously intended to be provocative and did draw some 
responses. One member started her letter as follows” Wow! | was upset 
by the first page of the January, 1991 Chronicle about the fate of the 
society. I'm a relatively new member but have really enjoyed and 
benefitted from the Society's work -"(She is now a Life Member and 
so apparently has faith that the Society will survive). 

Another member suggests that the Society go beyond collecting 
genealogies and select a project to help an inner city or a poor area- 
by furnishing books and supplies to an after-school program or offering 
time and consultetion to stert new businesses. (Incidentally this 
suggestion relates to our fifth Society objective which reads “To invest 
efforts and funds in Stratford as the “mother town" of our first American 
anceators, in order to support the historical and educational activities of 
that community"- the purpose being to teke time from thinking about 
Curtis/ss ancestors to do something for the community by reinvesliny 
some of our good fortune. | am very encouraged and heartened by getting 
some thoughtful “feed-back” as contrasted with a dead silence. | wish that 
more members were motivated to do this and | urge you accordingly. . 

The most encouraging news is that we have had two people express 
genuine interest in serving as Society President. They are both from 
outside Connecticut which to my knowledge is the first time that “foreign 
management has been considered. They both seem well qualified. One 
is 8 woman and the other is a man. After 51 years of Connecticut 
Presidents the idea of an outsider as President may be disturbing to same 
members.It may very well appeal to out-of-state members. | feel that it is 
not 8 major problem especially since the present officers are willing to 
provide help to new officers. Your President, Vice President, and Secretary 
have met with the two candidates and gotten to know them well enough to 
make 6 judgement on their qualifications. There are still almost 5 months 
to the Annual Meeting- plenty of time for other candidates to put their 
names forward. | feel much better about the Society's future with these 
new developments. | will report further in the next Chronicle. NGC 
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Father Uncle 


You Ist Cousin 


AY d Coucin | line remored 


Your Child Ist LOSE Yipes —_—————~. 2nd Cousins 
ee remred 
Ind Cousig | lime heey ie ee 
Grand Child vt 005i 2 ting, Meee 3rd Cousins 


Temored 
en th ee — 


Is the difference between a second cousin and a first cousin twice removed 
of deep mystery to you? First, you must understand just what is a cousin. 
This is an easy one. 


Great Grand Child 


Your cousins are children born to either an Aunt or an Uncle. These are 
called first cousins. Next. take the second cousins. This, too, is fairly 
simple. If you have a child and your first cousin has a child they - 
presto are second cousins, look at the chart. Third cousins are the 
children born of second cousins etc. 


Now if you have this cousin business clearly in your mind it is not to 
adifficuit a step to understand the “once removed” and "twice removed" 
pert. You know for instance, that if your first cousin has a child that 
this child bears a relationship to you and vice versa. What to call it? 
That child would not be a second cousin, obviously, because as we have 
seen second cousins is a relationship which children of first cousins bear 
to each other. 


So, if your first cousin has a child you need another name for that 
relationship. That's where "removed" comes in. A child born to your first 
cousin is simply and purley what is known as a first cousin once removed. 
Now, if that child becores a parent, your relationship to the off spring 
will be a first cousin twice removed. This same system is in effect for 
Inbeling kinship between second cousins, third cousins, etc. For instance, 
your second cousin has a child That would be your second cousin once 
removed. A child born to him would in turn he your second cousin twice 


removed and so on. 
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Fou nD ! 


Among the pre-1960 archival papers of Harlow D. Curtis have been 
found the complete unpublished genealogical records (389 pages) of 
RICHARD CURTIS (1610 — 1681) of Dorchester, Mass., probably immigrant 
son of RICHARD CURTIS (____ - 1639) of Reading, Berkshire, England. 
RICHARD of Dorchester had by his first wife, ELIZABETH — , a 
daughter ELIZABETH, and by his second wife, SARAH HOWE (widow of John 
Strange), two sons, JOSEPH and ISAAC. 


Son JOSEPH CURTIS married MARY ALLEN of Milton, Mass., but they 
are not known to have had children. Son ISAAC CURTIS, who had come to 
Wallingford, Conn., in 1678 with his father, married SARAH FOOTE of 
Branford, and it is to them that most of RICHARD’s descendants can be 
traced. Not surprisingly, among the family’s early inter-marriages 
were those with descendants of JOHN and ELIZABETH HUTCHINS CURTISS, 
whose descendants were also early in Wallingford. 


Although Harlow Curtis’ manuscript was completed and typed in 
1956 by Lewis M. Walker of Thomaston, Conn., it was apparently never 
published, but copies were made available to the library at Syracuse, 
N. Y., and the LDS library at Salt Lake City, Utah (Curtis/Curtiss 
researchers should note that a number of Harlow Curtis’ papers were 
given to the Syracuse Library). This genealogy of RICHARD CURTIS of 
Dorchester is completely indexed and is available for reference alang 
with HC’s background papers at the South Britain Library of Local 
History and Genealogy. For appointment, write the Southbury 
Historical Society, Box 124, Southbury, Conn. 06488, or cail (203) 
264-2993. 


CORRECTION - (Even the respected New York Times has these) 


We are pleased to report that one of our conscientious members 
from El Cajon, California, who is obviously an astute genealogist, 
called our attention to an error in the “Curtiss Ancestry of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes” in the October, 1990 Chronicle. He points out that “the chart 
omits the parents of Oliver. since David Holmes, Jr. and Temperance 
Eiishop are his grandparents. Oliver's parents were Rev. Abiel Holmes (1763 
1637) and his second wife (married 1601), Sarah Wendell. (Who Wes Who, 
Vals.H & 1) - also of interest is the fact that their son, Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Jr. was Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court of Mass. 1699- 
1902 and for thirty years (1902-1932) Associate Justice of the 
U.S.Supreme Court” 


we wish we could say that we purposely made this omission to test 
our readers perception and knowledge, but not so. We appreciate the 
member's interest 
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such direct links with families in America,' 
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told in documents 
Local historians plan public access 


By MARK BOSLET 


Repablican-American 


SOUTHBURY — After sitting 
for 30 years in a barn, 10 large 


boxes of genealogical information - 


on one of Southbury and Wood- 
bury’s first settlers are being 
readied for public use. : 

One researcher from California 
already has written asking 
whether the extensive collection 
of hand written notes, census and 
cemetery records, military docu- 
ments, land deeds, published arti- 
cles and letters mentioned her 
relalive, Noble Curtis. 

It did, wrote back Mary Curtis 
Perry, who is sorting through the 
Papers and organizing them for 
casier public access. 

A second inquiry came from a 
man in Detroit, also researching 
his heritage. Although he couldn't 
trace his family to those men- 
tioned in the work, copies of vari- 
ous pages were sent to him for his 
records. 

“It ts just a gold mine for this 
sort of thing.” Mrs. Perry said. 
“For those who are really into it, 
it's quite a source of genealogical 
material.” 

The exhaustive and, as of yet, 
only partially organized assem- 
blage was put together by Harlow 
Dunham Curtis of New York State 
Starting In the 1930s. Curtis, the 
author of two books on his fami- 
Iy's ancestors, died 30 years ago. 

After his death, the payers went 
inte storage, and until they were 
dusted off this year, they spent 
most of their time in a Guilford 
barn, said Richmond H. Curtiss, 
owner of the barn. 

Curtis is secretary of the John 
and Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss Soci- 


ety, which owns the papers. The 
51-year-old society's aim is to 
preserve the heritage of the 
Curtis family, whose forebearers 
John and Elizabeth came from 
England to settle first in Boston 
and then in Connecticut. 

After spending 30 years’ in a 
barn, “I think it's lucky they 
didn’t get eaten up by mice or 
something,” said Mrs. Perry of 
the records. “I don't think there 
are many things like this around. 

“For an archivist, it's great 
stuff,” she explained. “This man 
studied all the Curtises.” 

The Southbury Historical Soci- 
ety plans to open the collection to 
the public at elther its museum or 
library, by appointment only. 
Mrs. Perry said it is likely to 
prove valuable to researchers 
even outside the Curtis family be- 
cause family members intermar- 
ried after settling in the area. 

It is also expected to be a major 
draw at the Curtis Society's annu- 
al meeting this September. 

The records trace the history of 
the Curtis family from the 1500s 
to this century. After landing in 
Boston and settling first in Rox- 
bury, Mass., the famity moved 
overland to Wethersfield and then 
to Stratford. 


From there, family members 
came to help found Woodbury, of 
which Southbury was then a part. 

Mrs. Perry sald she hopes the 
papers will someday be donated 
to, and accepted by, a more estab- 
lished genealogical center, such 
as the New England Historical 
and Genealogical Society. | 

“Eventually they should go to a 
place where they can be kept for- 
ever,” she said. 


Waterbury, CT 


Sunday Republican~ December 30,1990 


Mark Boslet/Renublican American 


Mary Curtis Perry of Southbury sorts through a wealth of 
genenlogical data on one of Southbury's and Woodbury's found- 
ing families. The data had been stored in a barn for 30 years. 


GREETINGS FROM NAZEING 


Prudence and Colin Dauris send greetings from Nazeing, 


Some of you will recall meeting the Dauris’ r 
and they note "It is interesting to have 


Essex, 
there during the 


' which they hope to visit 


“our business may be taking us to America during the next few 


years," and they would like to keep up the contacts. 
Middle Street, Nazeing, Essex EN 9 2LP. 


Their address is 
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CURTISS Que Ry 


Martha Curtis Turner {£12} of 6008 East University Blvd., Dallas, 
Texas 75204, asks whether there might be information in the Society's 
computerized data bank on her ancestral line which could be useful for 
qualifying her for membership in the DAR, perhaps because sameone else 
might have researched this particular aspect of Curtiss genealogy. 

Her line goes back through Milo Sanford Curtiss {8}, Noah £73, Seth 
{6}, Josiah {S}, Israel {4}, Israel {2}, John £23, John and Elizabeth 


{i}. 


We responded as follows: The published Curtiss volumes indicate 
that your ancestor Seth Curtiss (CG p27 #125, HC p46) was apparently a 
bit too old for the Revolutionary Army, and his son in your line, Noah 
(HC p108) was too young Calthough Seth’s oldest son, David (HC pi07) 
did serve as a soldier at age 14]. 


So to qualify for the DAR you must turn to your female ancestral 
lines. According to the Curtiss records, in those generations one 
sees the names Sanford, Chickstone, and Brant, and here, subject to 
Verification, it looks like you’re in luck! The "Record of 
Connecticut Men in the War of the Revolution," 1775-1783, lists no 
“Chickstone,’ ‘Brant,’ or ‘Brandt,’ but the name ‘Sanford’ is well 


represented. 


The wife of Noah Curtiss is shown in HC pi0O8 as Folly Sanford, 
daughter of Amos Sanford and Mary Chickstone. One ‘Amos Sanford’ 
served during the War in the Company of Capt. Jesse Curtis of 
Farmington (also a descendant of J ® E Curtiss, see CG p&9, #1798) fram 
9 April — 21 May 1777 in Col. Hooker’s Militia Regiment stationed at 
Feekskill Barracks No. 3. a 


The ‘Sanford’ family is well documented. One ‘Amos Sanford, 
b. 18 October 1733 (Samuel IV, Samuel IIL, Samuel II, immigrant Thomas 
Sanford, who came to Hoston ca 1431), is listed in the "Fairfield 
County History Biographical Record," Beers &% Co., 1899, as being 
married to Mary Clagston (not ‘Chickstone’) on 13 January 1757. The 
name ‘*‘Chickstone’ is a stranger, and Harlow Curtis’ information was 
probably mis-read. Note also that Noah Curtiss’ sister, Hannah (HC 
p47), married Stephen Pierson, whose mother was Abigail Clagstone. So 
it is likely that this is the same ‘Amos Sanford,’ and that Folly 
Sanford, Noah’s wife, was their tag-along daughter b. 31 January 1772 
and named after her mother, Mary (frequently used interchangably with 


*Polly’). 


These are the sorts of leads that would have to be followed up 
through one or another of the female lines to qualify for the DAR, and 
this one looks promising, but would have to be verified through 
Original source Vital Records and National Archives documents. 

Perhaps ‘Amos Sanford’ has already been investigated and validated by 
another descendant or another Curtiss Society member for DAR 
qualification. If so, Martha would like to hear from you! 


Mary and Dick Perry 
SO March 1990 Genealogy Committee 
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TRUMBULL, CT (06611) Dorothy W. Hawley, 65 Woolsley Avenue. At the 
1990.Annual Meeting, the objectives of the Society were approved, 
including the Sixth Objective, which reads as follows; "To carry 
forward a record of the family members who have made significant 
contributions to their communities, states and nation. Our Historian, 
Dorothy Hawley was given the reponsibility to collect biographical 
information. Members were encouraged to send such information to 

her. She has received very little from members and we urge you 

to participate in the effort to build our files.. 


PENSACOLA,FL (32504) Charlene B. Ostadal, 3663 Brookshire Dr. (12-2-90) 
I want to take this opportunity to thank you for the recognition 
and place of honor you have given our dear and wonderful mother ,Doris 
Curtis Bates Brown Clements. From an early age, our mother, along with 
our grandmother, Adelaide Curtis Bates, always told my brother Thomas 
Brown and my sister Ann Brown Cossett and me of our wonderful Curtis 
family. This pride is instilled in us and it will always be important 
for us, our children and grandchildren to remain close to our Society 


QUINCY, MASS (02169) Mary Arthur Smith, 7 Shore Drive (11-24-90) 

She enclosed a newsletter Greenlines she publishes as as a 
landscapezarchitectiA native of Weithersfield, CT,she is much 
interested in the Society. 


MOORESTOWN, NJ (08057) Deborah W. Troemner, 21 S. Shirley Ave (10-31-90) 
She sent a photo of 3. generations of Curtis descendants. Her 
brother, Gordon Curtis Williams, Gregory Curtis Williams, a grand- 
son, Alexander Curtis Beitch and another grandson, Justin Curtis 
Romer. Mr. Williams is the grandson of Francis Beach Curtis (Pgs 244- 


245 1953 Genealogy) 


Le (14609) Dr. Frederick M. Curtiss, 129 Glen Haven Road 
(11-7-90) Our daughter, Catherine Lynne Curtiss is now Mrs. John 
Berman an attorney in Palo Alto, CA .@ohn is a graduate EE at 
Stanford.Ufhiveraity 


ELYRIA, OHL0 (44035) Thomas Curtis, 931 Howara street (8-£-90) 

In an answer to Sally Campbell's plea in an earlier Chronicle 
for information about the"Underground Railroad", he has sent a news- 
paper article by Connie Davis in the Elyria Chronicle Telegram 
giving a great deal of detail to the endeavor of that part of Ohio 
in bringing slaves: through to Canada and freedom.. 


. GRESHAM, OR (97030) Mary E. Preskey, 1569 NW 1st St. (12-3-90) 

I really enjoy receiving the "Chronicle" more often. It helps to 
keep up with things easier. Keep up the good work: I hope the whole 
Curtiss Clan has a great New Year. 


DANyYIDLE, Vr (05826-9731) Earle Gtenn Curtis, RR#1Box 168 Apt #9 
es for the New Year and sending you 


(12-15-90) To all, many good wish : : 
my new address. T am still on US 22,about 17 miles east of Marshfield 
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This entry from the Register of the Parish of All Saints Church 
of Nazeing, England is the fourth in the series we have been showing 
in the Chronicle. It shows the Baptism of William Curtis which is the 
fifth from the bottom of the page in 1617. Note the underline which was 
done in pencil and was there when | first saw it about 1970. In the next 
issue we will show the Baptism of Thomas Cirtis in 1619. 


oT . Faime) Gills ieee and we eee 
Bethe Henry B sth nora 


Cofly yancis Colye — t: da 
oe ay 2 poy Fn 

AOE Soy a Lsincige 
fut fa st area iijete & 
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LIFE MEMBERS Curtis Family History 
Cronan, Donald G. 14A Downey Drive Oswego, NY 13126 
Curtis, Nelson G. Sr. ‘'927B Heritage Village Southbury, CT 06488 
O'Leary, Shirley Box 641 Belle Fourche SD 57717 
Parker, Ruth E. 44 Wexford Road DeWitt, NY 13214 
Seney, Wilson Box 134 Douglaston, NY 11363 
Tribley, Doris Curtis 332 South Street Alliance, OH 44601 
Willits, Georganna K. 5658 Naples Canal Long Beach, CA 90803 
Willits, Dr. Victor W. 5961 Via del Cielo Pleasanton, CA 94566 
NEW_ MEMBERS 
Johnson, Curtiss Jr. Main Street Middle Haddam, CT 06456 
Johnson, Curtiss III Noank, CT 06340 
Leopold, Kathryn 0, 840 N. Spruce #288.:° Rapid City, SD 57717 
Lillard, Mary Lou B. Rt#5 Box 14 Temple, TX 76501 
O'Leary, Mary P. P,0.Box835 Chiefland, FL 33405 
Ostadal, Jerrold T. 115 Maple Street Ruston, LA 71270 
Ostadal, Kathryn S. 115 Maple Street Ruston, LA 71270 
Phelps, Nancy B. RT#1 Box 242 Pullman, WA 99163 
Tripp, Margaret 0. 575 Elk Horn Road Texas Creek, CO 81250 
Steinkamp, Mary 1411 Acacia Avenue Torrance, CA 90501 


CHANGE OF NAME 


omaut, Mary Arthur (was Ahern) 7 shore Dr. Quincy, MA Cesuy 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS ; 

Curtis, Earle G. ‘RR#1 Box168 #9 Danville, VT 05828-9731 
Curtis, Shirley R. 2159 First Avenue Ontario, NY 14519-9716 
Hand, Jon Curtiss 380 Daleville Rd #30 Storrs, CT 06268 

Jamison, Charles C. 3931 Horton Avenue Newtown Square, FA 19073 


Ostadal, Charlene B. 3665 Brookside Drive Pensacola, FL 32504 
Ostadal, J. Gerrold 3665 Brookside Drive Pensacola, FL 32504 
Curtiss, Thomas R. 1609 E. Olive Rd #5 Pensacola, FL 32504 


CURTIS/S SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING 
Southbury & Woodbury, Conn., Saturday, “8 September 19971 


FROFOSED FROGRAM. 


The ali-day 1991 Annual Meeting program of the Society will focus 
on the settlers’ 17th century environment in Old Woodbury —- how and 
why they moved from Stratford, where they went, their relations with 
the native Americans, what/where they built their homes, burying 
yards, as well as their genealogical relationships - so as to provide 
members with an in-depth view of early Curtis/s family circumstances 
in western Conn. Starting at 8:30 A. M. with registration and coffee, 
headquarters will be at the Curtis House in Woodbury. After opening 
remarks at 9 A. M., Russell Handsman, Research Director of the 
American Indian Archaeological Institute in nearby Washington, Conn., 
will give the keynote talk on “Another History. of Ancient Woodbury, As 


Seen from Footatuck Wigwams." 


The balance of the morning will be spent in small groups on one 
or more simultaneous events of your choice as described below. Since 
arrangements must be made for these events, an expression of your 
interest - not a commitment — te one or another is needed NOWS So 


' please note your preference(s) on the attached sheet and return it 
promptly to insure the availability of that event. 


(A At a Genealogy Workshop, Harlow Curtiss’ working papers 
on several Curtis/s families will be available for perusal, 
as well as the Society’s books and computerized records. 
Charts of the early Curtis/s settlers of Old Woodbury will be 


available. 


(B) About 140 18th and 19th century Curtises are buried in 7 
graveyards in Woodbury and Southbury. Roasters, maps, and if 
desired, materials and guidance for making rubbings will be 
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Curtis Family History 
(C) If interest warrants, the Old Woodbury Historical 
Society wil] open their 17th century Hurd House, as well as 
their nearby 1859s schoolhouse for visitors. 


(D) Following Russ Handsman’s comments you may wish to visit 
the Little Footatuck Archaeological Site on the Housatonic 
River, now listed on the National Register of Historic 

Flaces, where a guide will explain various points of interest. 
Walking 15 not strenuous. 


(E) With a map and description of properties, take a walking 
tour of South Britain’s Historic District which was in its 
heyday 150 years ago using water-based power. Walking is all 
level. 


(F) Or just take it easy, visiting with ‘cousins’ at the 
Curtis House until lunchtime. 


After lunch, business meeting, and election of officers, we will 
take a group caravan tour in individual cars to see some of the sights 
of the area including the Fomperaug River where our ancestors landed, 
the historic areas where they first settled in Southbury and Old 
Woodbury, highlighted by several stops along the way for descriptions 
of the more than 20 homes associated with Curtises from the early 
1700s on through the 19th century. Maps and histories of the houses 
and peuple will be provided. 


Due to the early start on the 28th as well as the scope of the 
program, out-of-towners may wish to stay over before/after Saturday's 
events (a limited number of rooms are available at the Curtis House). 
Arrangements will be made for those coming early and/or staying over 
to do local research and/or supplemental touring on Friday/Sunday as 
they wish. Those from nearby can do a one day commute. Present day 
Curtises, historians, and friends have already commenced arrangements 
for staffing the program. 


Don’t forget to return your activity preferences NOH/ 


Send to Richard C. Ferry, Box 128, South Britain, Conn. 06487. 


POF .2..u. people, following are my/our activity preferences — not 


commitments — at the Curtis/s Annual Meeting in Southbury/Woodbury on 
28 September 1991: 


Genealogy workshop 
Visit graveyards C J] Make rubbings 
Visit Hurd House and,.school 
i aay archaeological site 
ke South Britain: wal¥ing tour 
Shady Curtis/s houses*8nd their history 
Just hang out at ED eanhaaare t Ls House 
I e@ may come a’day ‘or so before the meeting 
I/we may stay a day or so after the meeting 


mamma eS eeee 
www kd hb ke kh 


ee a eS a a a a Ee 


Name(s) Address 
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SOLD! 


In the January issue of the Curtis/ss Chronicle we offered to sell 
to the highest bidder the original, unbound, handwritten manuscript of. - 
Harlow Dunham Curtis'1953 book “The Curtis/Curtiss Fomily of 7 
Stratford, CT"(This is, in effect, our Genealogy Bible, new copies of | ~ 
which we now offer for sale) We are very pleased to announce that the . 
highest bid was $ 250.00 made by Shirley R. Curtis of Ontario,N.Y. (near 
Rochester). | am proposing that this money be put in an account with our 
Life Memberships, with restrictions on what it may be used for. 
Shirley tells us that she was 11 years old when the book was published 
and was 8 or 9 years old when Harlow Curtis visited their home on at 
least 2 occasions. She says that she has been sentimental about the 
Curtis Society since those early memories. She also tells us that her 
older sister, Barbara won the Senior Division of the Society's 1954 
Essay Contest and came to the Society's meeting to receive it. We do 
have @ copy in our files. Shirley's mother is 9 long-time member. 
Shirley has agreed to let Society members inspect the manuscript to check 
on specific questions of accuracy.. We are very pleased that the 
manuscript will have a new home with a friend. 


For Reference 


Not to be taken from this room 


FROM: 
NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE DESCENDANTS 
OF JOHN AND ELIZABETH HUTCHINS CURTISS gpeptpee.,. 
RICHMOND H. CURTISS, Secretary 

234 Joshua Point Road 
Guilford, Connecticut 06437 


Millicent AnnSchreiber 
36 Heather Way Og 
Yentura, CA 93004. 


FAST CLASS ML 
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an'Of 
JANUARY 1991 


The DolurandClisabeth anil Leeds 
CurtisACurtiss Society Siniferd & on Housatonic 1639 


Curtis/Curtiss Chronicle 


Richmond tf. Curtiss, Editor 
234 Joshua Point Rond 
Leete's Island 

Guilford, CU 06437 


THE PRESIDENT’S QUESTION GENEALOGY “eCULATE 
SHALL WE CONTINUE TO HAVE A CURTIS SOCIETY ? 


If so, it is necessary for at least one or two interested and competent 
members to be willing to serve in key management positions. | have talked 
with several members about this problem and so fer have been unable to 
find quolified and willing candidates | have indicated thet | will not serve 
as President beyond next September's Annual Meeting. Dick Perry does not 
wish to serve as President because he is not 9 Curtis - his wife Mary is. 
And even Rich Curtiss will not live forever. 

One basic problem is that | have found no member who knows very 
many other members . Even Rich knows few of our newer members (and 
there are many). | have written many letters to longer term Connecticut 
members in the last year offering to visit them and become acquainted 

- but 75% haven't even responded. 

It has seemed convenient to have our Society officers live in Connecticut 
so that they can more easily communicate and meet when necessary. But is 
that still necessary? Many family associations apparently have their 
officers in many states and seem to manage very well. Gur membership is 
nationwide. Perhaps we need to try an out-of-state member as President.. 

One of our most important Society objectives is to provide 6 
continuity of leadership ta insure the survival of the Society..1f we are 
still in our present position in September you will have a Society without 
a Chief Executive. Without one there is no future for the organization. 
Please send me your ideas (Phone 203-262-6358- Address 927 B Heritage 
Village, Southbury, CT 06486 

Nelson G.Curtis 
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QD, THE CURTISS FAMILY AND THE CURTISS TAVERN by Clayton James Curtiss II 


‘In a recent trip ti the Curtiss Tavern in Granville, Massachusetts, I 
was inspired to write An essay on my ancestors, who had owned and operated 
this establishment. ‘ 3 

The history of the Curtiss Family in this tavern was started by Aaron 
Curtiss. He was born in Durham, Connectic'ut on September 9, 1737. On May 
11,1763 he married Hannah Griswold of Granville. After his marriage he 
settled down in Granville and built this tavern. 

Aaron was the sire of six children. The only one that continued to 
operate the tavern was Levi. He was born in the tavern itseJf on November 
13, 1767. Out of this marriage:.to Rachel Talcott came six children. Of 
these children , Aaron Lester is my great-grandfather- 

With Levi , the Curtiss line came to an end at the tavern. It seems 
that the building was sold by one of Levi's children and it passed completely 
out of the family 

A few years ago it was completely done over by its present owners in 
the way they thought it had looked. 

The tavern has proved to be very valuable, because, from it, it is 
possible to trace the Curtiss Family back to the sixth generation in this 
country. 


(The above essay was one of those .entered in a contest that the Curtiss 
Society ran for young people in 1954.Clayton Curtiss, a member of the 
Society, has been teaching English at Trumbull High School for 30 years.) 


MIDDLE _NANES 
From an article in "Harper’s Magazine" in the early LYUNs we learn: 


"Middle names, hard as it is to credit in this yeneration, were once illeqal. 
The old English Law was very definite as to the naming of children, and 
according to Coke, “a man cannot have two names at baptism’. “Tk is 
requisite, “the law qoes on, “that the purchaser be named by the name of his 
baptism and his surname, and that special heed be taken to the name of 
buptism. ° 


"Royal personayes have always becu allowed to have more than one given naar, 
but as late as 1600, it jis said, there were only four persons in ail) England 
who had two given names. In 1620, The MAYFLOWER sailed for America, and tinere 
was not aman nor a wonan upon it who had a middle mane. 


"Cven a century and a half ago, double names vere very uncommon. Phe Englisin 
used to dodge the taw at times by ingeniously conpounding names such vs 
‘Fannasabilia’, which is Franny and Sybil joined toyether; and ‘Annamaria’, 
made up of Anna and Maria. Maris is one of the earliest middle names ol 
record tor boys. It was given in honor of the Virgin liary. As much as Livey 
dared, beginning along in the eighteenth century, parents evaded Lhe “one name 
law’. 


"Nuk, even as late vas 10% years ago, custom was ayainst the middle name. Uf 
the names of the signers of the Declaration of Independence be looked over, it 
will be found that only tirree of them had middle names. The First Five 
presidents of the United States had only one name each: Georre Washington, 
John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and James Honroe. Wefore Grant, 
cighteenth of the linc, were only three double named execulLive: Jolin 
uincy Adams, William Henry Harrison, and James Knox Polk. 


"When middle names got going and became tive fashion, the law veing dropped 
into-disuse, parents went to work combining names for their of fspring 
enthusiastically. Une custom was done away with in England in consequence of 
this: the plan of naming the eldest son for the estate, parlicularly vbere he 
succeeds to that estate through his mother. This old practice is still 
followed to some extent in this country by the mother’s maiden name being 
given to the eldest son, and this identifies the boy when he ‘reaches maniwod, 
7 oT. * 
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3 The page from the Nazeing Parish Register shown here, lists 
‘the baptism of John Curtes (first son of the Emigrants John and 
(the Widow) Elizabeth (Hutchins) on February 26, 1614. It is the 
4th entry from the bottom of the page. This is the bottom half of 

-@ page showing the 1613 baptisms on the top half. 


Next issue will show William's baptism in 1617. 


CURTIS NUE RIES 


Member Robert Curtis Rude’s (10) published Curtis’s lineage concludes 
on p. 281 of Harlow Curtis’ 1953 book where it seys the maiden nare of his 
ggma was Elizabeth Hull (7), but he has not been able to trace her parents 
or find other confirmation of the name ‘Hull.’ If you can help, his 
address is 199 Colebrook Dr., Rochester, N. Y., 14617. 


RCP 3 September 19790 
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LL, LETTER to WINSTON CHURCHILIL 


Copy of the following letter written during World War II has been 
found among the archival papers of Harlow D. Curtiss: 


Box 92, Manlius, N. Y. 
November 28, 1943 
Hon.. Winston Churchill 
10 Downing Street 
London, England 


Dear Mr. Churchill: 


Among my mother’s papers I found two photographs —- one of her 
girlhood companion Sarah Jerome whose father Amasa Jerome lived across 
the street from this house where I have lived 58 years, and another 
smaller picture of her brother Albert Jerome — both long dead. I know 
of no living relatives except you and don’t know whether you and your 
son care to have any addition to your collection of Jerome pictures of 
cousins but I am sending them both herewith. A diagram will show you 
to what branch they belong. 


Timothy Jerome, the emigrant 


Samuel Jerome 1728-1796 


Levi Jerome 1761-1838 , Aaron Jerome 1764-1802 
&masa Jerome 1808-1878 Isaac Jerome 1786-1866 
Sarah ®& Albert Jerome Leonard Jerome 


Jennie Jerome, your mother 


Sarah married Irenius son of General Patrick and she died a few 
years ago in California. She resembles you somewhat in the nose and 
mouth, but those eyes of hers must have had half the Union Army 


A. W. O. L. 
Sincerely 


Harlow D Curtis 


Ps. Se I see I am a distant cousin of yours through your grandmother 
Clarissa Hall wife of Leonard Jerome. Her father was Ambrose Hall Jr, 
and his father Ambrose Hall Sr was son of Thomas Hall who married 
Lydia Curtis, Ca descendant of the same immigrants John and Elizabeth 
Hutchins Curtis that I come from]. I, myself, Harlow, test the relays 
in our transmitters we build for the tanks and trucks at General 
Electric and I also continue to teach piano and run 3 gardens and can 
all the vegetables myself, although I was 60 last June 27. 


Editor’s note: Harlow Curtis lived another 17 years after he wrote 


this letter, no doubt due in part to his marvelous and continuing 
sense of humor! ; 
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NEW MEMBERS 


Ls, Curtiss, Daniel B. Jr. 105 Little Meadow Rd. Guilford, CT 06437 
Engstrom, Audry 3836 Winding Way Kalamazoo, MI 49007 
Haering, Ruth Curtis 39 Misty Mountain Rd Randolph, NJ 07869-4 


Youngblood, Bette Jean 500 West 34th Street Vancouver,..WA .98660 


O18 69-497} 


NEW ADDRESSES 


Briscoe, Ruth D. West 2115 First Av.Apt#1 Spokane, WA 99204 
Curtiss, Dale Hawkins 1280 28th St. Apt 7 Boulder, CO 80303 
Curtiss, Grant Walden 1514 6th Ave, S. Apt #14 St. Cloud, MN 56301 


Curtis, Roger M. 1110 Marshall Road Greenwood, SC 29646 
Curtis, Dorothy G. (Mrs. Roger) 
Pike, Edward S. 198 Killington Road Rutland, VT 05701 


Burying Ground slowly being restored 


. The First Congregational Bury-. 


ing Ground,’ established by the’ ' The old Congregational Burying Many of Stratford’s original set- 
founders of Stratford, is being “‘sys- Ground was set off from common Uers were buried in the Congrega- 
tematically restored” from the ef- ° land by action of the Town of Strat- tional Burying Ground: John Hurd 
fects of the vandalism which devas- . ford in 1678 as a one-acre site. It (1681), Richard Booth (1688) 
tated the cemetery two years ago. was enlarged in 1802 to its current Joseph Hawley and Joseph J udson 
: “I don’t think we did much that size of one and a half acres. (1690), Joseph Hawley Jr. and Ben- 
first winter,” said Carol Lovell, a The burying ground was jamin Lewis (1691), Josiah Nichols 
member of the Congregational maintained by a socicly of the (1692), Joanna Wheeler (1694) 
’ Burying Ground Association. “But: church as a part of the regular func- and Stephen Burritt and Moses 
the following Easter, our church tion of the church until the carly Wheeler (1698). 
had its sunrise service there. We 1800s, when a laborer was engaged Of the descendants of the 
looked again at the old and pre- annually for $50 to “cut the grass pioneers, the Curtis graves number 
cious headstones that had been with a scythe or lawn mower, 115, the Judsons 55, the Boothes 
pushed down and broken, and remove poison ivy and brush and and Tomlinsons 41 each, and the 
decided we wanted everything back straighten the gravestones °° Fairchilds 35. ; 
the way it was,” ‘ : 


SA * 


» ae j ieee met 8 =a a? if he AES i% 
4 f ee ~ 2 ‘ { P i wa +8 ‘ e 
me ‘ < “'y 


fg. 


> 4 


bee 


ee Be 
154 of 489 


Pascagoula Public Library 

Local History & Genealogy Department 
si Curtis Family History 
°) CURTISS COUSsSING 


6. 


MELROSE, MASS (02176) Alva and Alvin Curtiss, 96 Upham Street (10-21-90) 
We did have a nice visit with my cousin (Elizabeth Curtiss Willis) at her 
friends house in Sharon, NH. We lunched with them at an old mill build- 
at Noon's Fall. It interested me, because I worked on that building as a 
time-keeper when it was ereceted about 1935. The place now in a shopping 
center. 


LAGRANGE, OH (44050) Gertrude Nichols Corey, 305 West Main Street Box 115 «=. 
I would like to mention that Jay and I became great grandparents for the 
first time. Our grandson and his wife Becky, had a daughter, Sarah Morgana 
Corey, born June 12, 1990. (Congratulations to all. Ed.) (10-20-90) 


GEARY, OK (73040) Marcia Beasley, Route #1, Box 106 (8-23-90) In May 1990, 
my daughter, Jayne Ross and I went to an auction of household goods of an 
old lady, who had died the previous year. One item was a wedding quilt 
with all of the quilters embroidering their names and dates. The date was 
July 17, 1927 and was put to-gether by Clyta Curtiss (see page 3251, of 
the 1953 Curtis/Curtiss Society book. Clyta and my Mom, Marietta McIntire 
were couSins. This quilt was in perfect condition. It lasted but the 
marriage didn't. Anyway, my daughter bought it and is terribly proud of it, 
as I am of her. 

Another lady, we didn't know, had the bid of $135, but heard us talk- ’ 
‘about the quilt being made by relatives, so, she stopped the penal oo told 
my daughter she could have it for the bid of $135. We were so grateful. 


MASON CITY, IA (50401) Marian G. McDonald, 600 Briarstone Drive, D-101 
(10-29-90) My sister, Alice McDowell of Eugene, OR (also a member of the 
Society) and I have recently discovered that one of our great grandfathers 
and his wife were both descended from John and Elizabeth Hutchins Curtiss. 
Rufus Byington was the grat great grandson of Nathaniel Hall and his wife, 
Elizabeth Curtis (great grand daughter of John and Elizabeth. John, her 
brother9great grandson of Jon and Elizabeth and his wife, Jemima Abernathy, 
were great, great grandparents of Mary Sanford Byington. Therefore, Rufus 
and Mary Byington were fourth cousins and never knew it. 

We have found three other cases in one genealogy tracing completely 
different lines bak to common ancestors, which I'm Sure can happen more 
often than we realize. 


(|.oole! 


WHAT ARE WE OFFERED? O 


j ipt of 
What are we offered for the original, unbound, hang wes ieee hy a 
“Harlow Dunham Curtis' 1953 book, "The Curtis/Curtiss Fant] Strat eee iript 
cea which the bound copies were type-set and printed’ This oe ee ange’ Ae 
ete recently found among Harlow's archives and is being made 


highest bidding member of- the Society (in good standing) . . 
y g a 
Please neme your offer in writing to Secretary Richmond H. Curtiss 


| ; 5 
“later than January 25, 1991 and this unusual genealogical gem ee oe otis 
| post-paid to the lucky nhigh~bidder. Benefits to go to the Society 
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OLD CALENDAR 
7, DATES in RECORD KEEPING 
Prior to the 16th century, the new year began on the 25th of March. 
The year-end date would read, "March 24, 15673" the next day would be 
"March 25, 1568." January was the 1lith month and February the 12th month. 
These old calendar conventions in early record keeping have led to many 
genealogical mis—interpretations. A common mistake is to find a marriage 
in “April 1677," and first child born "February 1677;" the researcher 
erroneously assumes the child was born two months before the wedding 
instead of ten months after. 


This can be especially confusing since many people such as Quakers 
used numbers to indicate the months, not their names. In Quaker records, a 
date would be written as "1805, 5, 28" to indicate "May 28, 1805." They 
never used worldly names for the months, since these are derived from Pagan 
worship. Sunday was "First Day," Monday was "Second Day," etc. Puritans 
also used month numbers. Thus, 12 may be mistaken for December when it 
really means February. 


Before 1582, when the old Roman Empire ended, the Julian calendar was 
in common use. This calendar was proved to be 10 days off, the equinoxes 
falling at slightly different times over the years. Catholic countries 
(Austria, Hungary, parts of Germany, etc.) adopted the new corrected 
calendar in 1582 under Rome's leadership. Protestant countries held out 
till 1752 when they changed the first month to January. 


In order to reconcile these changes in later records, a method called 
double dating was developed. After the calendar was changed, dates between 
January ist and March 24th would be written, e. g., as "John Curtiss chr. 
February 26, 1714/5," or "Peter Curtiss b. January &, 1712/3." However, a 
few clerks continued to use the old system after the change, still calling 
March the first month. Sometimes they indicated "OS" for "old style" 
dating. A few clerks went back and re-wrote old records into the new 
dates. 


Therefore it is necessary —- and critical — to know which system a 
particular clerk used when transcribing dates, hence the need to go back to 
Original records for verification. For example, if an author read in a 
Puritan record "12 month, 15 day, 1683" and recorded it as “December 15, 
1683," everyone who reads it would be led astray since the correct date was 
"February 15, 1683/4." When I say "Lawrence died 1673/4" it doesn’t mean 
that I am unsure which year it was, but that he died in January, February, 
or March between the two years. ; 


Such understanding can also eliminate many false impressions of 
illegitimacy. Rest assured that when a child was born out of wedlock, the 
priests took great pains to record it as such! 


Adapted from a submittal by Corinne Diller. 
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Southington, CT (06489) 


Thomas Alan iss 
NAPLES, FLORIDA (33940) Shirley V.DeMers fo oe ee tae 
TELTGTE REESE ; 37 Ave. (11-9-90) 
1354 Hilltop Drive (10-29-90) My husband, ' : ; 
Richard; passed away on 6-10-90. I hope to Scott is restoring the old 
be to the 1991 meeting. I'm glad to see CUurti as house on South Eris Road 
Christine Curtis Adams as Recording Secre- in Planteville. Had a fire Lees ® 
tary. She will be an asset to the Society. .. February and‘he is slowly re- 
We are first cousins. (our sympathy to furbishing it. (This is the old 
you Mrs. DeMers. Hope to see you in 1991.) . house that Edgar Curtiss lived 


in during his lifetime. He was 
a longtime member and officer 
of the Society.Ed) 


Wildomar, CA (92395) Barbara H. Russell, 35125 Momat Avenue (10-25-90) 
My father, James Curtis Havens, was born in Bridgeport, CT On 26th 

of January 1902 to James Henry and Susan Jeanette (Curtis) (HDC p.329) 

He was always interested in voats of any size, which I believe infiuenced 

his career as an Associate, Marine and Art abd Second Unit Director in 

the motion picture industry. 

Among the many films that he was connected with were: MUTINY ON THE 
BOUNTY ,CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS , THREE MUSKEETERS , THE GOOD EARTH, TUG BOAT 
ANNIE, and many others 

He was on the USS Minneapolis filming TO THE SHORES OF TRIPOLI, when 
the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. He, and this film crew, photographed 
much of the newsreel footage of the bombing. 

Later, after variousassignments he returned to the film industry and 
made THEY WERE EXPENDABLE. He died 15 January 1990. 

A detail of the building and sailing of the BOUNTY to Tahiti can 
be found in the NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE, Apriil962, Vol.i2i, #4. 


ee) 
pes435-452. (es ) 


I would like to add that I enjoy the CURTIS/CURTISS CHRONICLE Inde 2 a 
only wished I had joined the group many years ago when I first made i GP YS 


Rae ioe 


———E——— ae 
FROM: at 


NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE DESCENDANTS For Reference. 
OF JOHN AND ELIZABETH HUTCHINS CURTISS AK 
RICHMOND H. CURTISS, Secretary AAA 


P % 4 
234 Joshua Point Road Not to be taken from this room \ \ 
Guilford, Connecticut 06437 : 
TO: \ 
Millicent Ann Schreiber , 
38 Heather Way J 


AR ininllt ania - PUTO LLNS MAIL 
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DO NOT Ci RCULATE. 


PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

we had a good Annual Meeting 

Members were registered and proc 
“with last year) 

we had a full and interesting program and good discussion during the 
meeting. Not mentioned in the Minutes were two items. 

The duties of the Historian have been enlarged to include the collection 
and custody of biographical data on the descendants of John and Elizabeth 

Curtis/ss. This is consistant with No. 6 of the Objectives that were 
sraraved Dorothy Hawley was reelected Historian and would be pleased 
to receive this type of data fram our members. 

Also, of considerable significance to the future of the Socist: 
consistant with Objective No.4 is the matter of next years acre 
Nelson Curtis will not run for a fourth term and is appointing 3 Nomingting 
Committee of three people to present a slate of officers ta the meeting. 
Yice President Dick Perry would not feel comfortable moving up to the 
office of President because he is not a Curtis (Mary Curtis Perry is) 
Richmond Curtiss has served as Secretary for many. many years and should 
begin phasing out and showing a successor the duties of that position. it 
seems critical for the future of the Society that at least one and 
preferably two new people be elected to top msnagement next year. If you 
value the Curtis/ss Society, it is important for your grsndchildren the? we 
find competent and interested new people.. Please let me have your idess 
and proposals (Nelson G. Curtis, 9276 Heritage Village, Southbury, CT 
36465) 


you have seen Dy the Minutes. 
ort 


5 | 
cessed inapr et manner (as contrasted 


EDITOR'S NOTES _. There was a discussion at the annual meeting about 
raising the dues from $5 per person. It was tabled. To those of you 
who have not renewed your membership, we earnestly ask your support. We 
think the advantages are many. The most important ones are:(1) the four 
issues of the "Chronicle", (2)the-wonderful service that is provided by 
the Perrys in their genealogical work and (3) the new source of the 
genalogies that is available’ through being a member of the Society. We 
are unique in that we are able to visit and hear from our frietésfi 
Nazeing, the source of the family's records, keeping in touch with the 
parish in Essex, England. 


Xe ! 


aww 


NEW_MEMBERS 
Acosta, Kathryn 2160 Dorchester Road 
Beck, Virginia L.S.- 16 Cedar Lake 


Carney, Thomas Curtis Route 8° Box 5556 
Curtis, Benjamin T. III 617 Minshall Road 
Curtis, Benjamin T.1V 105 Bordeaux Drive 


Curtis, David Alan 107 Lafayette Road 
Curtis, Elizabeth (Miss)105 Bordeaux Drive 
Curtis, James R. 1819 Townhouse Drive 
Curtis, John D. 117 Vernon Lane 


Curtis, Kathryn (Mrs BTIV) 105 Bordeaux Drive 
Curtis, Mildred (MrsRM) 905 No. Academy St. 
Curtis, Nancy L.(Mrs JD 117 Vernon Lane 


Curtis, Paul Alan 37 Holstein Drive 
Hoover, Mary E. (MrsRoger)7 Notre Dame Road 
Hoover, Roger L. 7 Notre Dame Road 
Link, Eliza, (Mrs.) 201 Pomperaug Woods 
-Merriman, Paul 1 Patricia Terrace 
Otto, Julie Helen 188 Lowell Street 
Pearson, Amy Hawthorne 157 Maine Street 
Sinclair, Gladys A. 6202 No.Warren Avenue 
Vincent, Pamel Curtiss 7715 West Polk Avenue 
vonKempf, Margaret 1543 Walnut Drive 
Wickwire, Lane C 3455 Countryman Circle 
DEATHS : 


Curtiss, George Edward ,Jr Ashlar Village 
NEW ADDRESSES 
Curtis, Christine S 280 Old Foxon Road 


sp Spec at hesedy 
hs Jr SER e rtmen 
Curtis CoE PAN Las 


Birmingham, MI 
Irvine, CA 
Brunswick, ME 
Springfield, PA 
Swedesboro, NJ 
Swedesboro, NJ 
Swedesboro, NJ 
Monroe, LA 
Media, PA 
Swedesbor, NJ 
Guymon, OK 
Media, PA 
Parkesburg, PA 
Waltham, MA 
Waltham, MA 
Southbury, CT 
Beacon Falls, CT 
Somerville, MA 
Brunswick, ME 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Littleton, CO 
Palo Alto, CA 
Albany, OR 


Wallingford, CT 


East Haven, CT 


4.8009 
92714 
04011 
19064 
08085 
08085 
08085 
71201 
19603 
08085 
73942 
19603 
19365 
01730 
01730 
06488 
06403 
02144 
o4011 
73112 
80123 
94303 
97321 
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Cunfisrranily htistons 


in the July edition of the Chronicle we showed the entry in the Nazeing 
All Seints Parish Register of the Baptism of John Curtis in 1577. This 
second page is of the Marriage of John Curtyce and Elizabeth Hutching 
onthe 19th of April, 1610 - the first entry of that year. In the next edition 
we will show the Baptism of John Curtis in 1614. 

‘with reference to the page shown in the July issue, | noted that | did 
not understand the two words on the next line. Member Georganne Willits 
suggests that the second word appears to be the samme as the name in the 
left column one line below - with which | agree. Same observation fram 

lan Teague,Detroit.Many thanks. 
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Rev. M.D.Webster 

The Vicarage, 

Betts Lane,Nazeing, 

Waltham Abbey, 
Essex. ENS 2DB 

8th August 1990 


The Secretary of the John & Elizabeth Curtis/iss Society. 
234 Joshua Point Road, 

Guilford, 

Conneticut. 

USA. 

Dear Richmond. 


Thank you very much again for the Curtis 
chronicle, as I said before, your articles are of much 
interest.I wondered if it would be of help to you and to the 
Society if from time to time I write to say something about 
the Church and the Parish of Nazeing and its life and try to 
Paint a picture of what it is like to live in Nazeing in 
this present age. 


Some of your members have been over to visit the 
area, and we are always pleased to see them and are always 
grateful for any advanced notice of arrivals! 


Nazeing is one of the largest village Parishes in 
the Diocese of Chelmsford (which comprises virtually the 
whole of Essex County plus some five inner London Boroughs). 
It is approximately 15 - 16 miles North from the centre of 
London and exists along the boundary between Essex and 
Hertfordshire. The population of Nazeing is gradually 
increasing as new housing is being built, although we have 
not undergone the population explosion that nearby villages 
and indeed the whole of Essex has undergone in the last 10 
years. We number approximately about 4900 people. 


In Nazeing there is a very large mix of people of 
different backgrounds and from differing parts of the 
English culture, some very poor folk, often elderly, 
particularly living in the more rural parts of the Parish 
but also we move through the upwardly mobile executives 
through to Lord McKay a sometime Labour Peer! Nazeing has a 

good of community with a strong sense of identity. I think 
it would be fair to say there are various different networks 
within the community that overlap, but not everybody these 
days knows everybody else. 


One of the problems we encounter is that new 
people moving into Nazeing have less and less inclination to 
bocome part of the community end they seem either self 
sufficient or have their own supporting networks elsewhere 
in the country,( more often back in London) and hence tend 
not to intregate themselves into the local community. But 
this problem is one that the whole of the South East of 
England encounters as successive waves of people move out 
from London and from other parts who take time to adjust to 


living in rural areas. 


From my point of view as Vicar of the Parish, I 
see it as the primary task of the Church to minister to all 
the different levels in our local society such that all 
could feel in some sort of relationship with the Church 
here. We have in the Parish, two Churches, the ancient 
Church of All Saints, which many of you know and also a more 
modern daughter Church of St Giles. The reguiar maintenance 
of these two Churches taxes us greatly, yet provides us with 
opportunities to do different Services and to meet with 
groups of people in the community in the most marvellous 
way. 
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At present we are beginning to think about adding 
an extension to All Saints to provide additional facilities 
such as toilets, refreshments facility and a small meeting 
room for Sunday School and other activities. This is still 
very much at. the early stages and we have not as yet made a 
decision about whether we will proceed, however more details 
will follow. 


In the wider Church there are many issues that we 
are grappling with at the moment. Very soon we are going to 
be deciding about the Ordination of Women to the Priesthood, 
this will perhaps be a particulary thorny question for many 
people in the Church and is going to cause some sadness one 
way Or another. Very soon a new report on the Archbishops 
Commission on Rural areas, the Churches mission to the rural 
parts of England, will be coming out and this will be 
something which will engage us in thinking again about our 
mission to our own village. No doubt with our new Archbishop 
George Carey in post many other things will come to the 
fore, this we look forward to. 


I thought perhaps in my next letter I might talk 
about the records at All Saints and the opportunities that 
presents to us. 


With very best wishes to you all. 


Yours sincerely 


InovrGrwieX 


Rev. Martin Webster 
Vicar of Nazeing. 


GENEALOGICAL GEms 


Significant new information on the family and some descendants of 
GIDEON CURTISS (4) of Woodbury, Conn. JOHN (5,4), ISRAEL (2), JOHN (2,1 
has been added to the Society’s computerized data bank, much of it provided 
by member researchers Janet D. Eliiott and Shirley B. O’Leary. GIDEON (5) 
mar. MARY HICOCK, and her distinguished line is traced back to WILLIAM 
HICEOCKS (2), a first settler of Farmington, Conn., and his wife, ELIZABETH 
Pelee . GIDEGN (7), a Revolutionary War veteran at age 13, moved to Essex, 
Vt., and mar. first REBECCA HARDY, whcse family line is traced bark to 
THOMAS HARDY (2), who prob. came from England to America in i630 with Gov. 
Winthrop. 


GIDEON (7) mar. 2nd HANNAH STIMSON, anc among his 15 children was 
DAVID HARDY CURTISS (8), who went to Canada West ‘Onteria) and to Licking 
Co., Ghio, with wife, MARTHA McINTIRFE. Included in their seven ch. were 
MARY ALMEIDA and LUCY REBECEA CURTISS (93, antecedents of cur researchers. 
LUCY REBECEA mar. ALBERT HARPER FOSTER (9), whose family line is tracsd 
back to GEORGE FOSTER (7) cf Staffordshire, Engiand, who was killed on the 
road there while hauling cheese. 


The Society is indested tc Janet and Shirley for these valuable 
additions tc its archives. Gther CURTISS/CURTIS descendants or researchers 
wno may be interested ocr related can cbtain sources and/or copies of Family 
Group Sheets containing this information upon request for #0.25 per page 
plus postage from the SOCIETY © Box 128, South Britain, Conn. 06497. 
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SAN CARLOS, CA (94070) Karen A Hill, 1020 Hewitt Dr.- "My greatgrandmother 
was Charlotte Elinor Curtis(4) b. 1864 in Monroe, Mixhigan m. Richard 
Hampton Vose. She was descended from Nelson Dunham Curtis (5), Dr. Norman 
D. Curtis (6) and Noble Curtis (7) born 1775 and died 1855 in Monroe, Mi, »« 


but so far cannot find any of these descendants in John & Elizabeth, 


RUSSELL'S POINT, OH (43348) Juliajane Maxwell, Box 357, "I used to know 
who grandfather to Samuel Adams, who was father of Elizabeth Hart Adams, 
wife of Chuancey Curtis was. Also, their daughter was Miranda J. Curtiss 
who married Samuel Adams Lindsley. We have been searching for ten years 
as to his parents. We have when he married Miranda J. Curtiss, and where 
they lived and when he died from the census and family Bible. However, 
we cannot find out anything about him except he came from Connecticut 
and had red hair". 

As to the reunion in. Ohio in 1991 (SunnerO, I am all for this. We 
just had our family reunion (Curtiss descendants) last Sunday. I+ is 
always an enjoyable time. We get together and talk about everything we 
have learned in the last year. There are three of us who are very busy 
putting everything together. The rest are always interested to hear what 
we have come up with" (Who are the three,? Ed.) 


HOUSTON, TX (77080) Corinne Diller, 8787 Hammerly #1419 "In the 1903 
Curtiss Genealogy it says that Charles Curtiss (6) of Simsbury, CT. 
(Peter(5), Joseph (4), Thomas (3), John (2), John (1) died in 1777,but 
She believes this is an error and that Charles was confused with his 
brother Solomon who died that same year’ Mrs Diller thinks that this 
Charles(6) was in fact the Charles Curtis who married Tabitha Upham in 
1775 in Dudley, MA, had seven children and died after 1810, but she 
needs more proof. Any verification? 
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INCREASED ACCESS to CURTIS/S GENEALOGICAL RESOURCES 


The Curtis/s Society published two volumes of ancestral data in 1903 and 
1953 edited by Frederic Haines Curtiss and Harlow Dunham Curtis respectively, 
each avid and respected students of genealogy. Harlow Curtis was a 
collector, as he said “of ALL Curtises, net sust the descendants of John and 
Elizabeth.” When he died in 1960, the Society inherited his extensive 
working papers, some 8-10 file drawers af genealogical notes, working 
hypotheses, articles, voluminous correspondence, abstracts of early 
publications, censuses, land records, cemetery records, as weil as some final 
publications, with some going back to Frederic Curtiss - all indiscriminately 
arranged. This wealth of material has been virtually untouched in 30 years, 
and your officers have been seel:ing suitable disposition for it. 


Rather than donate it at this time to a major genealogical archive where 
it would be relatively inaccessible, a decision has been made to loan it to 
the Southbury (Conn.) Historical Society Inc. where the material can be 
accessed on a controlled, limited basis, and over time sorted out and 
arranged so as to be more useful to present day researchers who are 
interested in broader family lines — especially female lines - since much of 
this material has never been assembled and edited for publication. It 
includes information on descendants of John’s nephew, William Curtiss of 
Roxbury, Thomas Turtis of Wethersfield, Richard of Salem or Southold, Richard 
of Dorchester cc Viallingford, Zaccheus of Boston, Henry of Windsor, Deodatus 
Curtis of Boston, etc. Responses to several recent questions by Society 
members have already been uncovered, e. g., on Mary Jamison’s "Phineas" and 
Karen Hill’s "Noble Curtis." We have also come across several entries that 
should be added to the Curtis/s computerized records. 


It is planned that this material be available for limited access to 
Qualified researchers by appointment only at the Library of Local History and 
Genealogy in South Britain. Secure and protected storage is available there 
in Town-owned buildings. Given the very early movement of several 
descendents of John and Elizabeth to Southbury (then Gld Woodbury), and the 
family’s visibility there to this day, this approach should have considerable 
appeal, both locally and netionally, especially as the Society plans to have 
its 1991 Annual Meeting in Southbury. Researchers are advised of the 
prevalence of mold spores when rooting through this material, however. It’s 
loaded! 


On behalf of both the Curtis/s Society and the Southbury Historical 
Society, Mary and Dicl: Ferry will take on the responsibility for this move, 
believing that it will enhance the genealogical capabilities of both 
organizations, but with the understanding that "access only" will be 
provided, not research on request or in response to inquiries unless carried 
out for en agreed-on fee (currently #15/hour). Copying capabilities are 
nearby. As is the practice in many genealogical libraries, a modest daily 
access fee (#5/day) will be charged to non-members of either Society. 


This increased access to Curtis/s genealogical resources will be in 
Place by 1 January 1991. The Library is located in South Britain one mile 
north of Exit 14 from I-84 on Conn. Route 172. For further information or 
appointments, write Mary or Dick at Box 128, South Britain, Conn. 06487, or 
call (203) 264-2993. The Society thinks this is an exciting and important 
opportunity for all genealogical researchers! 


GREE “BURG3_PA_( 15601) Ralph E. Curtiss, Jr. RD #2 Box 433- "My wife 
and I spent several hours in the little church at Nazeing,on the grounds 
and walking in an adjacent grain field that had just been harvested. 

The site is on an upland with excellent views to the north and west. It 
is surprisingly quiet considering the dense surrounding development. In 
spite of all the changes since our ancestors! time, I felt connected to 
them, especially since I may have been walking on land that they may 
have farmed." (Ralph's letter continues to tell-:sf the joy he ifett:as 
“he visited the All Saints Church. It is the same wonderful feeling 


that all of us had when we first went therei~ED) 
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Curtiss 


GLIVER WENDELL HOLMES was - among others - a 
cescendant of the CURTISSES of Nazeing, Esse:, 
Engiand, tracing his iine through emigrant 
William Curtiss (baptized 1592), who marriec 
Sarah Eliot, sister of John Eiiot, "Apostle 
to the Indians." William’s parents were 
Mary Camp and Thomas Curtiss (baptized 
540), a brother of emigrant John 
(baptized 1577), who married 
lizabeth Hutchins; their father 
was William Curtiss who lived 
and died in Nazeing in 1585. 


Foet HOLMES was a 
Brahmin,’ 
called the Autocrat of 
the Breakfast Table.’ 


Pascagoula Public Library 


CURTISS ANCESTRY of OLIVER wEQEA! ktistary & Genealogy Department 18 Mav 1990 
ike History : 
7th - 6th 5th 4th 3rd * ‘2ne Ist 0 Generation No. 


(William Curtiss of Nazeing, 
i Essex, England 


iThonas Curtiss of Nazeing 
(brother of John Curtiss, im@igrant) 


t 
! 
‘ i 
t 
§ 
t 
i 


(William Curtiss, imeigrant 


1 


H iMary Caap 


tElizabeth Curtiss 


“Boston 


sometimes ‘Bennett Eliot ot Nazeing 


H Sarah Eliot 
i (sister of John Eiiot, “Apastie to the Indians") 


iLetteye Aggar 
Hannah Newell 


Hoimes was a famed 
Lyceum lecturer, and a 
Harvard medical professor 

as well. He had other 

distinguished forebears 
besides CURTISS, being of royal 
descent through Gavernor Thomas 
Dudley of Massachusetts: he shares 
ancestors with Ledy Diana Spencer, 
Princess of Wales, anc is a kinsman of 
six American Presidents - two Adamses, 
Grant, Coolidge, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and 
George Bush. His CURTISS ancestral line is 
adjacent, tracing through the Newells ta. the 
Holmses in the third generation in America. 


H tIsaac Newell 


‘David Hoigses 


t t 
1 ‘ 


i idohn Holmes 
David Holmes Jr. 


! 


iBathshua Santard 


t 
1 
t 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 


Oliver Wendel] Holaes 


‘Teaperance Bishop 


Source: Gary Boyd Roberts in NEHGS ‘Nexus,’ December 1989, p. 204 


CURTISS CoOovUsSsInse 


Have you ever wondered who your closest ‘cousins’ are in the 


Curtis/Curtiss Society? Perhaps you have information or questions ‘about 


g-Q-grandpa Elizur you'd like to share with a ‘cousin’ who has the same 


ancestor. Msybe thru your research you've discovered some new insights on 


his wife, Lucinda, that you’d like to discuss with ‘cousins’ who have the 
same roots. But who are they? How do you find them? 


Wonder no longer, because the Genealogical Committee of the Society 
has put together a simple computerized sorting program that can tell you 
which other Society member(s) have the same particular Curtiss or related 
ancestor some generations back IEF, and its a big IF, you have 
registered your:Curtis/Curtiss lineage with the Secretary. If you have, 
feel free to inquire about other members with common ancestry. If you 
havn't, register your lineage and Curtiss tie-inis) with Rich Curtiss today 
so that your lines will be in the Society’s records and you can 16&kef 189 
advantage of this opportunity to find new ‘cousins’ 


Pascagoula Public Library |] 
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DALLAS, TX (75206 Martha Curtis Turner, 4820 Amesbury Drive #129 She 
writes to ask about another of these Bath,Ohio Curtis/Curtiss family 
publication. A notice had been sent to her uncle, George M. Curtis. The 
deadline was September 12, 1990.(We would like to hear from our Ohio 
relatives.ED) 


REDWOOD CITY CA (94061). Valerie Anne Curtis Lysgaard, 1003 Whitehall La... 
"Our second child, Megan Elizabeth Lysgaard was born on September 7,1990" 


Congratulations: 


JEFFERSON, IA (50129) Lois Curtis Renner, 608 North Locust. " I have been 
working on the sheets for the computer, have 60 or 70 nearly ready to 
send. These are all descendants of my father, Harry Morton Curtiss HDC357. 
My Parkinson's Disease makes it very difficult to write. I have had it 
over 5 years. I go to a specailist at a Minneapolis clinic every 4 to 6 
months. Celebrated my 80th b'dy. Mayl6, 1990. My husband is my caretaker". - 
(She sent addresses of relatives that we shall contact. Best wishes to 

both of them. ED.) 


DEWITT, NY (13214) Ruth E. Parker, 44 Wexford Road, "On September 10,1989 

I was fortunate «tobe in Nazeing, Essex, England, where I met Reverend 
Martin Webster at the new church of St. Giles. After the service, Russ 

and Richard Annis very kindly tookwmeto see All Saints Church and 

showed me the Curtiss(s) plaque dedicated in 1983. 

The first week in October '89 we visited Stratford,CT and met Hiram 
findall,who is the curator of the Judson House and the Stratford Historical 
Society, so I was able to walk in places where my ancestors walked 350 
years ago. It was a moving experience; 


ALBANY, OR (97321)Lane C. Wickwire, 3455 Countryman Circle "We are thrilled 
to learn there is a Curtis/Curtiss Society, where we can turn for help in 
tracing our family" 


(Lane is now a new members ED) 
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CHARDON, OH (44024 )Martha R. Duncan, 12650 Ravenna Road "I was very 

happy that you hope to have an Ohio Reunion ir 1991. Before school starts 
woul see. ¢ pest. There are lots of members around us, which would be 

_ than CT. My son, who does plumbing work for Glenn Gull Curtis in 
on "They have quite a family of all ages, and I can see why 
would like a reuni.n in the summer months". (May we have more help 
the Ohio Reunion? ED) we? ee . ¥ 


PERRY, OH (44081) Gertrude Kennett, 4390 River Road. “We are sorry that we 
could not attend the Curtiss Reunion this. year at, Guilford, CT. I had: 
‘been travelling in the South with my daughter’ uretta and ‘husband(Ralph 
_ Bunnell)’ in their mobile home. The week-end” of" “the. Oo Dirtihes Bonnie ‘(Kish) 
and her husband joined us -in their mobile home in Statesville). NC: Se 
fe he othe’ weék-end: We did so enjoy. the 350th celebration last year" (Note: 
wi hsee ladies are- two of our most faithful: attendants at our’ reunions. -ED).» 


i WE 9 cys 2p a 


“" Beat spurc, PA’ (16827) Kenneth Robert® Slocumb, 1458 Willowbrook Drive 
"Executives who are serioug about tapping the manpower of their 


production workers may want.to note a practice by Kenneth Slocumb,vice- 
president of operations at Chemcut Corp. of State College, PA" says an 
article from "Meetings" on the Management Bookshelf page. The article 

~Bbesronmig fay » "Each Wednesday, Mr. Slocumb invites a half dozen direct 
"i i tHeCheneut,.plant to join him for lunch. Nothing 


SRS ES a te 3 ; ea 
fancy, mind Your tens: has sandwiches se hrveretstile eg 
sii Sues stata: 
:, lnc taney rings take- ‘place "ti Lees wis the youngest CHPP@ sss... 
=, Robert and iva, hou ur =) “Sbec umd. Lindgren, of Golder "ad 3. MIN Ld ocseees 


Vj Ge Lou has béén™bo-several reunions vand/haty s¥Bi ets: 


Voy a SATS AR oy 


FROM: a eee ag 14 ; 
NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE DES ENDANTS, ¢ ir lca. 


RICHMOND H. CURTISS, Secrefayj> For Reference 


234°Joshua Point Road ee 
Guilford, Connecticut 06437" 


% 


Not to be taken from this room 


Millicent Ann Schreiber 
36 Heather Way 
entura, CA 93004 


167 of 189 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 


~ July1990°"" 


The Dolur and Clisnbetl Pak 7S Ege T 
Curtis/ACurtiss Society Siratfordior on Housatonic 1639 


Curtis/Curtiss Chronicle oo. sas. 


sae cer COLLECTION 
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE DO NOT CIRCULATE 

1 am pleased to report to you that your Society seems to be healthy 
and active. We were so busy last year with arrangements for the Strat- 
ford Parade that there was little time for constructive long term efforts. 
We seem to have more interest from,and communication with members 
now especially since the Chronicle has been on 4 current basis. It seems to 
keep us continually involved and we hope it does the same for you. 

Our membership is now up to 290, probably the highest in many years. 
Your three senior officers ore putting out the Chronicle, writing articles 
and coordinating well. We are anxious to have members participate and 
contribute articles or suggest them. Our activity, not surprisingly,is 
becoming mofe oriented to genealogy, with more queries and more date 
from members, especially on the female side after the article in the last 
issue. Dick Perry's computer effort is now being backed up and supple- 
mented by Arthur Hutchinson of Virginia (see Note later in this issue) 

We are not immune to complimentary messages, such és: 

(a) from Elizabeth Engle, Edmonds, WA “Can you imagine my surprise and 
delight to open your letter ond to discover my descent fram the immigrant 
Elizabeth up to my known ancester Jane Ashley Curtis ---- | was 
speechless to say the least ---" (She became o member) 
(b)from Leila E.D’Aiutolo,Ridgewood, NJ “It really is such a great thing you 
are doing. I've only been o member 4 short time, but | can't begin to tell you 
how much | enjoy the Chronicle“(to Dick Perry) 
(c)from Donald Cronan, Rockville Center,NY (who became a Life Member) 
“Let me take this oppurtunity to let you all know that you have been doing 
a fine job with the Society over the years (to Rich Curtiss). 

NGC 


Richmond H. Curtiss, Editor 
234 Joshua Point Road 
Leete’s Island 

Guilford, CT 06437 


SOCIETY OBJECTIVES 

In the January ( our first) Issue of the Chronicle | proposed a set of 
Objectives for the Society. | am disappointed to have had only one 
response which | assume meens that nobody is interested or that all 
our members accepted them. The one response was a proposal in 
connection with Objective Number 3 which reads “To maintain and cont- 

. inously update genealogical data in order to help members trace their 
family lines and enable the Society to provide an advisory genealogicsl 
service.” 

Accordingly, we propose to add the following wording to that sentence - 

and that the Society actively encourage communication among Curtis 
descendants and researchers about their ancestors. 

We believe that among our 290 members there probably is data on 
their ancestors which also relates to the ancestors of other members.and 
that the Society should continuously sponsor the interchange of such data. 

Your officers have approved of these amended objectives and members 
will be asked to act on them at the Annual Meeting on September 22nd. 168 of 189 
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; Curtis Family History 
Your President visited London cn 6 personal trip recently and had 


intended to visit Nazeing again (having been there 21 years aga). | was 
interested in getting copies of some of the entries fram the All Saints 
Parish Register of our early Curtis ancestors. | found that | had to go 
to the Essex County Council Record Office in Chelmsford for this purpose. 
| did so and went through all entries from 1559 to 1639 looking for all the 
names that were familiar to me, ordered them, and have naw received 
photas for the following entries:(Unfortunately the quality is anly fair) 

157? Baptism of John Curtis, The Immigrant 

1565 Burial of William Curtis, Father of Jahn the Immigrant 

1610 Marriage of John Curtyce,(the ImmigrantJand Elizabeth 
Hutching 

1614 Baptism John Curtes 

1617 Baptism William Curtes 

1619 Baptism Thornas Curt 


Also 1618 Marriage William Curtes, (immigrant and Nephew of our 
Immigrant John Curtis) and Sarah Elliot (Sister of John Elliot,Apostle 
to the Indians) 

| had gotten photos of these in 1969 and mostly mine are actually of 
better quality than the ones from Chelmsford 
We now plan to devote one page in each of the next seven issues af the 
Chronicle to each of the abave entries, so that each member will have his 
own copy of these 362 to 413 year old dacuments. 

| did talk to Rev. Martin Webster, the Vicar of All Saints by phone. He 
was very cordial and friendly but | didn't have time to take another day 
for a trip to Nazeing. | told him that our new Objectives included maint- 
aining a relationship with All Saints Parish Church snd that my first step 
was establishing this contactwith him and appointing him an Honorary 
Member of the Curtis Society. He will receive copies of the Chronicle and 
| encouraged himto advise his congregation of our wish to maintain a rel- 
ationship. We would welcome any suggestions fram our members as to how 
we can strenghten this relationship. 


CURTIS/CURTISS HISTORY- Pages 2 & 3 have been revised and a sheet has 
just been printed to insert in the copies. We would like to send you 
a corrected sheet. If you have the history, please send a SASE to the 
Secretaryand one will be sent promptly. Copies (with the revision) may 
be ordered from the Secretary, $2.00 postpaid. 
GENEALAGIGAL RECORDS- In June, work got underway going through: :. 
material that has been stored in the Curtiss’ barn for many years. 
There are all kinds of letters and researched material from Frederic 
Haines Curtiss and Harlow Dunham Curtis. Mary and Dick Perry are going 
over the material. They found envelopes with stuff on the Buelj,:.and 
Nims and other families. This will be sent to those societies Wheto of 189 
possible. It was a revelation? 
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CURTISS GENEALOGICAL VIGNETTE 


Significant additions to the Society’s genealogical deta were 
recently made by new member Patricia Joyce Rorabacher Johnston, 4140 
Hayes, Wayne, Michigan 48184. She is of the line John and Elizabeth 
Curtiss (1), John (2), Thomas (3), Joseph (4), Joshua (5), and Ethan 
(6). Questions previously existing about this Ethan (see CG pts, #182 
and HC p21,54,63), his parentage and his descendants, have largely 
been answered by Mrs. Johnston as a result of information in a family 
ledger which states ”..... bought by Samuel Adams in the year 
1745 wee0ee Grandfather to Samuel Adams who was father of Elizabeth 
Hart Adans wife of Chauncey Curtis from Connecticut State.” The 
ledger was kept up by Curtis descendants well into the 20th century, 
recording family births, marriages, and deaths, and indicates clearly 
the lineage “Chauncey Curtis of Connecticut Hartford County, 
Burlington Township Son of Ethan Curtis Son of Joshua Curtis Son of 
Joseph Curtis.....” : 


This is of special interest since a number of current Society 
members are descended from Ethan (6) through his sons Chauncey (7) or 
Ethan A. (7). Mrs. J. has extracted, interpreted, and organized 
entries from the ledger, so that much more now known about this 
Curtis(s) family line than ever before. Inevitably, despite much 
research by Mrs. J., questions remain, and she is especially 
interested in establishing the parentage of Sarah Salter, wife of 
Joshua Curtis (5), and of Elizabeth Warner, wife of Ethan (6). At 
this time, she is also uncertain of the line of the Samuel Adams who 
originally acquired the ledger almost 250 years ago. Please contact 
her if you have any pertinent information. 


a 

The data compiled by Mrs. J. are being entered into the Society’s 
computer program so that record copies can be obtained on request. 
She is further descended from Chauncey (7), Chauncey Adams (8), Julius 
S. (9), Oscar Francis (10), and Flora Elizabeth Curtis (11), who 
married Carl A. Rorabacher, Patricia Johnston’s (12) parents. A 
partial copy of the ledger is available in the Society’s archives for 
reference if desired, and Mrs. J. indicates the intention of an uncle, 
the present owner of the ledger, to publish it in its entirety. We 
are indeed indebted to ‘Patty’ for this fascinating storehouse af 
information! 


GENEALOGY NOTE 


In line with our efforts to expand the genealogy services 
available to members of the Society, it is a pleasure to announce that 
member Arthur E. Hutchinson of 7364 Hidden Knolls Court, Springfield, 
Virginia 22153 —- a real computer buff — has agreed to assist with the 
all-important computerization of Curtiss and related family ancestral 
records. As many of our inquiries and requests indicate, documenta— 
tion of the lines of female ancestors not named Curtiss/Curtis is of 
consummate genealogical interest, and our computer program is ideally 
suited for this purpose. As the data bank grows in this respect, we 
will try to pass on the results of such research to those who have 
related interests. Welcome aboard, Art, and thanks for joining us. 
Others would be more than welcome in helping to add to the store of 
information and to field genealogy questions for all Curtisses - or 


even Curtises! 


1975 "Up-date" The Secretary has plenty of copies of the booklet and 
if you send $3.00 to him, he will send you one promptly. 


Back issues - The Secretary has copies of the following "Chronicles"; 
1982/83, 1985/86, 1987/88, 1988/89 for thesesend 45¢ in stamps 
For January and June, send, 25¢ in stamps. 170 of 189 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 


curRGisfamiynisewk res 


John R. Curtis dr., 353A Heritage Village, Southbury, Conn. 
06988, has recently become interested in tracing his lineage and is 
looking for the parents and ancestry of his ggfa Fobert Isaac Curtis 
(possibly Isaac Robert), be 1840 Winston-Salem, N.C. Northern U.S. 
origins are surmised since he served in the Federal Army of Tennessee 
on the Union side in the Lith Illinois Regiment during the Civil War. 
He later moved to Texas, was a strong Republican and a well known 
musician and fiddle player. He died 21 March 1915 in Weatherford, 
Texase Ring any bells? 


Ruth Beardsley Farker {J & E Curtiss (1), John (2), Benjamin (3), 
Dinah Curtiss Beardsley (4), John Beardsley (5)}, af 44 Wexford Road, 
Dewitt, N.Y. 13214, says David Fancher/Fansher (4), d 1730, m perhaps 
Sarah ___ (4)3 they were par/o Mary Fancher (5) m 21 Jan 1752 
Stratford, Conn., John Beardsley (5). “Ghe seeks infa on the 
Fancher/Fansher line, and offers data on the Beardsley line back to 


immigrant William and wife Mary Harvey Beardsley. 


Carlie Welker Klumpp of 56738. South Huron Road, Finconning, Mich. 
48650 writes that she recently found a Curtis/Sheldon family bible in 
her grandparents attic. Some listings include: f 

“Amos Curtis ist died 7 Dec. 1795 m. IrenaleJ Sheldon, - 
{this is Amos (&), HDC p47} 
“Amos Curtis 2nd born 27 Aug. 1768 m. Eunice Upham, 
{this is Amos (7), HDC pi09} 
Amos Curtis 3rd and siblings are listed. This is Amos (8), 
HDC p110, b 23 Mar 1810 Rupert, Vermont. 
Mrs. EKlumpp is uncertain as to her precise Curtis connection, but 
thinks it lies with her gggfa Nathaniel Coleman m Catherine Houck who 
resided in or near Brock Twp or Scugog Lake area in (old) Ontario Co, 
Ontario, Canada, about 1851. Catherine was dau of Lewis Strike Houcl- 
and Delena (Houck) Houck. If any of these names are familiar to 
members of the Curtis SOCIETY, she “sure would like to hear from you." 


Barbara J. Blaylock-Marek is a descendant of Ephraim (4) Curtiss, 
b 1742, and Rachel Bishop, thru their dau Rachel (7) Curtiss and 
Samuel Cole. Harlow Curtis says (p78, 159, 140) that Ephraim "may 
have been" or is "conjectured to be" son of Benjamin (5) and Fhebe 
——s Curtiss based on the will of Esther (5), sister of Benjamin. 
Mrs. Marek would like to correspond with any who may have information 
on Ephraim’s line, and has data on the Cole Line to share. Her 


- address is 2150 Garnet Dr., Eagan, Minn. 55122. 


HONORS FOR TEACHING COUPLE 


ayton Curtiss, members of Clayton Curtiss, a 28-year 

ie alae " veteran of Trumbull High School, 

the Society, have both been named as has been named Trumbull Teacher 

y11 CT of the Year. Accordingly, he will 

Deanhers. OF one ard oo roe foul now become the town’s nominee 

High School. They live in Orange for Connecticut Teacher of the 
Year. 


Curtiss, an English teacher, has 
Fy Unb . been president of the Trumbull 
WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY . Education Association for eight 


years. Among his teaching en- 


One Hundred and Fifty-Eighth deavors is a recently completed 11- 
Contmencemen t day trip to the Oregon Shakespeare 
oninien : Festival with 14 Trumbull High 
students. 
Curtiss is generally considered 
MASTER OF ARTS IN LIBERAL STUDIES an all-encompassing and compas- 
: sionate instructor who relates to his 
Mary Bernadette Curtiss, M.A., Trinity College, 1976 students particularly well, while not 


compromising the dignity of his 47, of 189 
position. 
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This is a copy of a page from the All Saints, Nazeing Parish Church 
Register which was made for Nelson Curtis by Rev. David R.Read in 1969. 
The photo of this page was made by a representative of The Xerox Carp. 
at my request and although the quality is marginal it is better than what 
was provided by the Essex Records Office in Chelmsford in May, 1990. 

The fifth entry on the page under 157? is * Curtis - John Curtis 
baptised ye 15th of September”. The two words on the next line are not 
understood by me. When Rev. Read handed the book to me in 1969 in the 
kitchen of the Rectory (which is where it was kept) | turned first to this 
page, purely by chance. It was one of the most exciting moments of my life 
to realize that this was an ancestor born 392 years ago. Someone before 
me, presumably also a descendant, had checked the entry in the first 
colurnn, and by the way the check is still there in the 1990 version. 

This John Curtis married Elizabeth Hutchins in 1610 and was “our” 
first emigrant to America. In the next issue of the Chronicle we will show 
the entry of John and Elizabeth's marriage. 

NGC. 
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TOKYO, JAPAN - Richmond H. Curtiss, III - The Editor's grandson 
started a new job the first of July. He will be employed by an Amer- 
can club on Guam, like Club Med. It attracts many Japanese as it is 
only a three hour flight from Japan. Rick speaks Japanese fluently. 
He has been working and living in Tokyo for the past three years. He 
will be traveling throughout Japan, marketing this club. 


NEW YORK CITY- Sarah Curtiss Campbell, 252 West 9lst St (10024) 
Anyone having further information about the Underground Railroad 
that flourished before the Civil War to help escaping slaves, 
please write to me. There is a very good book "The Underground 
Railroad" by Charles L. Blockson;,Prentice Hall, New York 


GENEALOGY BOOKS 


In the April edition of the Chronicle we told you of the availability 
‘of the 1903 and 1953 Curtiss Genealogies from Higginson Books. They 

advise us that 5 or 6 books have been ordered, although they do not know 
which editions. We have talked to their Manager and we and they now feel 
that orders for these books should be sent to the Curtis/ss Society 
directly. This will permit us to verify that the orders have been placed by 
members in good standing and we will also know how many books have 
been ordered and of which date and which binding. We feel that it is 
important for the Society to keep in touch with the market for these books 
which are so closely identified with our activities. 

To cover the cost of handling the orders and also, frankly, to provide 
some added income to the Society for helping develop this source for the 
invaluable but previously unavailable books the revised prices to members 
in good standing are as follows: 


List Prices Curtis Society 

(to non members) Member Prices 
1903 Paperback $ 42.00 $ 35.00 
1903 Hardback $ 50.00 $ 43.00 
1953 Paperback $ 77.00 $ 57.00 
1953 Hardback $ 85.00 $ 65.00 


These prices are higher than the original ones but still represent a very 

reasonable cost for a scarce commodity. We are sorry that in our haste 

to get the information to you promptly we did not make these arrange- 

ments initially. By the way the quality of these books compares favor- 

ably with the originals. Also packaging and postage is included in the 

prices. Therefore, please send any new orders to Mr. Richmond Curtiss, 

Secretary, The John and Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss Society, 234 Joshua 

Point Rd., Leete’s Island, Guilford, CT 06437 with your check. 173 of 189 
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CURTIS AND CURTISS 

Most of you are avare that we changed the name of our Society 
in 1969 from The National Society of The Descendonts of John ond 
Elizabeth Curtiss to The John and Elizabeth Curtis/Curtiss Society. 
One purpose of this was to “legitimize” the single S members of the 
group. | do not know the reason why the double S spelling was used 
in 1939 when the Society was formed. | would guess that it was at 
least portly because our first genealogy published by Frederick Haines 
Curtiss spelled all the Curtisses with double S, except far seven names. 
In 1953 Harlow Dunham Curtis (note one S) in his 1953 Genealogy spelled 
all Curtisses with double S. plus one Curtice. The single S names in 1903 
were apparently from different Curtis families than ours. 

Among our present members who use the names Curtis or Curtiss in 
any of their first, middle, or last nemes 53.4% use Curtis and 46.6% use 
Curtiss. For comparison the London telephone book lists 97.8% Curtis end 
2.2 % Curtiss. Nazeing, of course, is only.o few miles from London. Even in 
Hartford, Conn. the telephone book lists 62% Curtis versus 18% Curtiss. In 
‘the Manhattan telephone book the listings are 75.8% Curtis and 24.2% 
Curtiss. 

Going beck to the “source”, All Saints Church Record book in Nazeing 
shows our family members spellings as Curtis in 1577 and 1585; Curtyce 
when John ang Elizabeth were married in 1610;and Curtes when John, Will- 
iam and Thomas were baptised in 1614, 1617, and 1619 respectively. Note 
incidentally that there were no double S spellings. 

In any case, we are all in the same family, from the same ancestry,and 
the pronounciation is the same. However, since the double S seems to have 
come into use since John and Elizabeth left Engiand, | would be interested 
to learn of any stories or theories any of the members have about the 
origin. 

NGC. 


Kirtland, OH (44004) Glenn Gull Curtis, 8978 Elm Street- He wrote, hoping 
the Society would some day have a reunion in the summer time, when the 
young folks would be on vacation. Ed: This has been discussed as to the 
_ possibility of an area meeting in. the summer of 1991 in Ohio. We woulda 
like to hear from the members there. Will you let the Editor know. 


BAYTOWN, TX (77520) Charlotte Curtis Henderson, 104 Merrilane "It is 
disappointing to miss the Curtis 50th Reunion. We still remember our 
first reunion in Woodbury three years ago, when we received the award 
for travelling the greatest distance" (8-5-90) 
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Cousin to Cousin. . . . 3 


SOUTHBURY, CT (06488) - Alice Turner Curtis, 23 Heritage Crest - "In late 
Aprilj I moved from our hillside home of 31 years in Bethlehem, CT to a 
country condominium in Southbury, bordering on lovely woodland - and while 
I am missing my acres and my tractor, the miracle of weekly lawn main- 
tenance is a great-compensation" (8-13-89) 


STRATFORD, CT (06497) Mres Stephen Lawrence, 2016 Main Street (5-11-89) 


The home of Mrs. Stephen 
Lawrence at 2016 Elm Street, 
overlooking Academy Hill, 
was built by her great-great- 

. grandfather, Asa Curtis, for 
his son Asa Seymour Curtis, 
an Abolitionist, church organ- 
ist for the Congregational and 
Episcopal churches and a 
teacher of languages at Strat- 

. ford Academy. 


The farmhouse, which once 
stood on four acres of land, 
has been home for four 
generations of Mrs. Law- 
rence's family. For Mrs. 
Lawrence who is surrounded 
by the memories and posses- 
sions of her family, yesterday 


is as real as the present. The. 
pewter collection, the corner. 


cabinet that once belonged to 


“her cousins, Celia and 


Corneilia Curtis, and the mu- 
sic box table which dates back 
to the Civil War and the 
ceiling fixture that once was a 
lamp attached to the horse- 
drawn fire wagon of her 
great-grandfather, Charles 
Godfrey Gunther, who was a 
mayor of New York city 
during the Civil War. 


MILLEDGEVILLE, GA (31061) J.L.Sibley Jennings, P.0.Box 350 - "Sorry we 
cannot attend the 50th, My wife has to be in Farmington CT on October 23 
as a consultant for oral history for the Colonial Dames of Georgia. (8-3-8¢ 
TOBINSPORT, IN (47587 Agnes B Sutton, Beech Valley, Box 23 "I am sure 
proud of my Curtis ancestors and their part in the founding of Stratford8-€ 
CATLETTSBURG, KY (41129) Ann J. Cossett, 2208 Broadway - "Mother, (Mrs. 
Doris Clements) enjoyed the Curtis Society so much and was proud of her 
heritage, as we all are, Words cannot express how much I miss my mother. 
She thought so much of all of you. I have many pitturesvin her collectinn 
Thanks for your thoughtfulness." (May 29, 1990) 

LAGRANGE, OH (44050) Gertrude Nichols Cory, 305 West Main St. Box1l15 
"Just a note to tell you how much I appreciate the Chronicle. Guess I 
will never get to a reunion, but I enjoy reading about them" (8-5-89) 
EUGENE, OR (97401) Alice McDowell, 2235 Providence Street. "I have just 
returned from a fabulous trip to Alaska, going clear up to Arctic Ocean. 
Alaska seems like a different world from the lower 48. I'm busy working 
on the descendants of Rev. Daniel Mabie." (8-3-89) 

CHATTANOOGA, TN (37411) Mary Curtis Black, 301 North Howell ,Avenue 
"Twelve grandchildren and the families of Paul Winder Curtis gathered in 
Nashville to witness the marriage of Roger Stewart Black on October 21, 
1989. All live in the South (FL, GA, LA, & TN) (These cousins are all 
descended from Richard Curtice, Master Mariner * (10-12-89) 175 of 189 
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{EW_MEMBERS 

Sonrad,Jayne C. % 200 Accotink Parkway, Annondale, VA 22003 
Mason, Dale W. 426 Elm Avenue, Pitman, NJ 08071 

Smith, Stephen Field 12 Marie Place #16, Seymour, CT 06483 
Hill,Karen A. 1020 Hewitt Street, San Carlos, CA94070 


NEW LIFE MEMBERS. 


Curtis, Nelson G, 927B Heritage Village, Southbury, CT 06488 
Cronan, Donald 200 North Village Ave. Apt.#5E, Rockville Centre, NY11570 


NEW ADDRESSES 
Curtiss, Clayton James III, 22 Lisa Court #3, Waterbury, CT 06704 


Curtiss, Margaret L. 24 West Loch Lane, Richmond, VA 23226 

Curtiss,Charles E. 35-D Happy Hollow Circle, Stratford, CT 06497 

Curtiss, Thomas R., 18 Brookmeade Court, Sterling, VA 22070 

Curtiss, Georgia R. 18 Brookmeade Court, Sterling, VA 22070 

Curtiss, Richmond H. III 2-37-22 Nakamachi, Yutenji, House #1 
Meguru-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 


NEW NAME AND ADDRESS 
Metcalf ,Kathryn K. — é 3131 NE Alameda Terr. Portland, OR 97212 


ADDRESS CORRECTIONS 
Bachman, Betsy F. 903 Jersey Avenue, Sp®ing Lake Heights, NJ 07762 
Smith Carolyn Curtiss _ 12 Marie Place #16  Seymour,CT 06483 


ed 


NOTICE -Ever since the "Chronicle" was started, we have been sending it 
to you via first class mail. With the change of publishing to four 
times a year, the postage costs have risen sharply. The further threat 
of 30¢ mail is also in the future. For the past six months, we have 
been working with the Guilford postmaster to obtain a non-profit status 
that would cut our mailing cost by one-third. 

Our delivery to you has been almost 100%, because you have been 
careful to send us changes of address promptly. Please contimue to 


notify us. Thank you! 176 of 189 
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parish of all saints’ uotth st giles nazeing| essex 
fm the Ofocese of Chelmsford ~ | 10 


Dear Nelson, 25th April has 


Thank you for your lovely letter and do thank 
please, Richmond Curtiss for sending me all the information 
about the Curtiss Society. We are publishing extracts from 
it in our Parish magazine. I particularly like the article 
that traced Winston Churchill's ancestry to the Curtiss's. 


I am sorry we did not manage to meet on your trip, 
and I did feel quite inept in not being able to help you 
find the information you dearly wanted. Perhaps I can be of 
further help to you next time.I also hope the Chelmsford 
Record Office helped you with the archive material you 
needed, I have no doubt they might be able to post material 
to you from England. 


Please keep me informed of all your odd activities 
of the Curtiss Society and please draw on my help in any 


way you feel able. 


Very best wishes. 


Yours sincerely “ 


Rev. Martin Webster 
Vicar of Nazeing 
Rural Dean of Haken 


\ 4oq fs 
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RICHMOND H. CURTISS, Secretary 
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en from this room 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


In the past few months | have received some letters from non- 
members of our Society who wanted to know more about their family lines 
and if theu were related ta Elizaheth Curtia J ueuattu lenk the remes up in 
our Genealogies and in the two most recent cases | found thst they were 
of our line. | thought how excited | would be to suddenly find out about 
my “roots” after many years of wondering about it. | hope these people 
will become members. It does make me wonder how many hundreds or 
thousands of others may be “out there” across the country who would like 
to know of our existance and available capability.. 

The only way we are publiciz.ing our Society is through geneological 
magazines and word of mouth,through present members. Russell Curtis Sr. 
resigned as Chairman of our Publicity Committee because af health 
problems after doing a fine job last year. His son Russell Jr. and his wife 
Irene have agreed to take over those responsibilities as Co-Chairmen. We 
hope that our present members will spread a good word to other members 
of their families. By the way we can report that we now have 278 mem- 
bers which is the largest number in our history. 


CURTIS/SS GENEALOGY BROOKS NOW AVALLABLE AS RELFRINTS 


We are pleased to arinounce that our two Curtis/ss deanealoay — 
are now available in reprint form. These are the 1903 "A Genealogy of 
the Curtiss Family" by Frederic Naines Curtiss and the 1953 "A Supplement 
to the Genealogy of the Curtis/Curtiss Family of Stratford, CT" by 
Harlow D. Curtis. Both books are practically extinct in bookstores and 
we have had several inquiries for them, which we have not been able to 
service. The books trace the family line back to John and Elizabeth 
Curtis/ss in Stratford in 1639.(There is sowe of their English back- 
ground, too.) The books are reproduced by photographic type process, which 
produces a Slightly less sharp copy, but one that is quite legible. The 
books are available directly from: HIGGINSIN BOOKS, DERBY SQUARE, SALEM,MA 


01970. The prices are as follows: Curtis Society 
List price Members Price 
1903 Paperback $2.00 $30.00 
1903 Hardback 50.00 38.00 
1953 Paperback 77-00 50.00 
1953 Hardback 85.00 58.00 


This is a significant breakthrough for our Curtis/ss descendants. 
Delivery is about two weeks to a month. Please contact Higginson Books 
directly, advise them of your membership im the John and Flizabeth 
Curtis/ss Society and entitled to the discount. 
ES Have been $5 per person per year for several years. There may have 
be an increase because of the new postal rate’ increase. There 1s also 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP for $150.-Checks may be made payable to: Priscilla of 189 
itis Wry, Treasurer and sent to the Secretary (Editor). (See addres p 
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CURTIS/CURTISS GRAVESTONES IN THE OLD PURYING GR 


Two QUND 

At the Society's Annual Meeting on October 7th in Stratford, Catherine 
Lawrence spoke ot the of the Curtis/Curtiss gravestones in the old Congre- 
gational Burying Ground in Stratford. She introduced John Richardson, Pres- 
dent of the Cemetery Association, who said that here are 115 Curtises buried 
there, plus a number of Curtis females buried under their married names. He 
led a tour of the Cemetery and showed damage caused by vandalism in the last 
four years, which is extensive and very costly to repair. (Unfortunately Mr. 
Richardson died not ling after our meeting) 

We have recently received a list of Curtis/Curtisses buried there and 
since many of them are probably ancestors of some our members, we list them 
below with the dates of death. Some of the names can undoubtedly be traced 
in the two Curtis/ss.genealogies. Our Vice=President, Dick Perry, who is 
also Chairman of our Genealogy Committe would be willing to assist members 
who would like help in tracing family lines where there is reason to believe 
there are relationships. 

In addition, since one of ouc proposed Society Objectives is to support 
the Town of Stratford as our "Mother Town". it wold seem very appropriate 
for any members to help with and accelerate the needed repairs by sending 
checks made out to:"The Congregational Burying Ground Association Inc." 
to Mrs. Stephen G. Lawrence, 2016 Elm Street, Stratford, CT 06497. One can 
also specify the stones for which the money should be spent if that is your 
wish. Most estimated repairs range from $35 to $350 with a few at $500 to 
£1000. We haope to he able to report more on the Burying Ground in fature 
issues of the "Chronicle" 


Albertina.Curtis 1887 Abigail Curtis “1746 Abner Curtiss 1779 
Abram Curtiss 1776 ‘Abram Curtiss °. 1779 Abraham Curtiss 1749 
Agur Curtiss 1778 Agur Peck Curtiss 1779 Agur Curtiss 1838 
Agur Curtis 1844 Alice Curtiss 1859 Aner Curtiss 1804 
Anna Curtis 1871 Anne Curtiss © 1804 Bathsheba Curtiss 1735 
Betsy Curtis 1843 Betsey Curtis 1844 Betty Curtiss L377 
Betty Curtis 1818 Bulah Curtiss 1771 Catherine Curtiss 1855 
Charles Curtis 1793 Charles Curtis 1833 Charles Curtis 1855 
Charlotte Curtis 1866 David Curtiss 1819 Dolley Curtis 1829 
Dolly Curtis 1875 Ebenezer Curtiss 1819 Elihu Curtis 1820 
Elihu Curtiss 1820 Elijah Curtis 1776 Eliza Curtiss 1800 
Eliza Curtis 1831 Elizabeth Curtiss 1770 Elizabeth Curtiss 1775 
Elizabeth Curtiss1788 Elizabeth Curtiss 1797 Emily Curtis 1832 
Ephraim Curtiss 1737 Ephraim Curtiss 1775 Eunice Curtis 1817 
Ezra Curtiss 1797 George Curtis 1822 Hannah Curts 1738 
Hannah Curtis 1822 Hannah Curtis 1838 Harriett Curtiss 1793 
Helen Ourtiss 1801 Henrietta Curtiss 1805 pence Curtiss 1874 
Henry Curtiss 1804 Henry Curtiss 1814 epsa Curtiss 1819 
Hepsy Curtiss 1832 Hezekiah Curtiss 1771 Hulda Curtiss 1765 
Hulda Curtis 1765 Huldah Curtis 1858 Isaac Curtis 1796 
Jabez Curtis 1797 Jabez Curtis 1829 James Curtis 1821 
Jerusha Curtiss 1747 Jerusha Curtis 1834 John Curtiss 1825 
Joseph Curtiss 1801 Josiah Curtiss 1773 Josiah Curtiss 1804 
Judson Curtis 1805 Lewis Curtiss 1834 | Martha Curtiss 1790 
Mary Curtiss 1805 Mary Curtiss 1814 Mary Curtiss 1817 
Mary Curtiss 1825 Mary Ann Curtiss 1814 Mary Ann Curtiss 181/+ 
Mary T. Curtis 1831 Mercy Curtis 1850 Nehemiah Curtiss 1810 
Nenemia Curtis 1835 Peter Pixley Curtiss 1817Phebe Curtiss 1776 
Phebe Curtiss 1834 Phebe Curtiss 1864 Dea. Ohilo Curtis 1852 
Polly Curtis 1817 Rebecca Curtiss 1823 Rejoice Curtiss 1861 
Roxanna Peck Curtis 1848Ruth Curtis 1739 Sally Curtis 1831 
Samuel Curtiss 1802 Samuel Curtiss 1803 Samuel H. Curtis 1831 
Samuel Curtis 1826 Samuel Curtiss °. 1833 Samuel E. Curtiss 1903 
Sarah Curtiss 1760 Sarah Curtiss 1794 Sarah Curtiss 1801 

Tibbe Curtiss 1877 Silas Curtiss 1816 Silas Curtis 1822 
Salonen Curtis 1824 Stephen Curtiss 1806 Stephen Jetson Curtiss ee 
Stephen J. Curtiss 1766 Stiles Curtiss 1785 Temperance Anna Curtiss 180 
Thaddeus Curtis 1776 Thaddeus Curtiss 1801 


This article was made possible by research done by Catherine Clinton 
Lawrence and Dorothy Euerle, both past presidents of the Society, for 
which we thank them." 
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Some of you Curtis/ss descendants may be familiar with Curtiss Page Three 


silverware made in Woodbury in the early 1600's. According to “Early 
Silverwere of Connecticut” by George Munson Curtis, published 1913, 
International Silver , Meriden, Conn. the original maker was Daniel 
-Curtiss (1801 - 1676 ). He established  manufactury of silver articles 
about 1625, making spoons, thimbles, spectacles, etc. He associated 
with Lewis Burton Candee under the name Curtis and Candee and later with 
Benjamin Stiles as Curtis, Candee and Stiles. Spoons of coin silver made 
by the firms are frequently found in Connecticut. Daniel Curtiss gave up 
the business in 1640. 
Daniel Curtiss was the eighth generation of Widow Curtiss, his line 
being David Stiles, David, John, Israel, John, Widow Elizabeth. 
Note - There were two other early Curtiss silvermakers in Conn.- 
Lewis Curtis of Farmington ond Joel Curtiss of Wolcott but they do 
not appear in our Curtis/ss Geneologies. 
Two: of the hallmarks of the above makers are shown below: 


_ Curtiss & Stiles 


Curtiss, Candee & Stiles 


CURTISS ANCESTRY OF WINSTON CHURCHILL 


Generation! 2 3 4 5 6 7 6 9 10 TI 


William Curtiss 
QUESTION: I have heard that Sir John Curtiss,Immigrt. 
Winston Churchill was a descendant , [ ss 
of John and Elizabeth Curtiss, j Agnes 


among others. Is this true, and — John Curtiss CG 


if so, do you have the partic— 
ulars of the line? a Hutchin 


eth Hutchins, Wid 
ANSWER: Yes, it is true \Merie 
that Churchill was a Cur- y 
tiss descendant, tracing / esis = 


through Eliada (or Lydia) 
Curtiss of the fifth 
generation in America 
as shown on the chart. , 
In 1734 she married } 
into the family of 
Thomas Hall of Wal- 
lingford, Conn., 
her home town. 3s 
generations later, ., 
Clarissa (or p 
Clara) Hal} = 
a noted beauty 
of her day —- y 


Nathaniel Curtiss CG 
\Copt.Nathaniel Merriman 
Mary Merriman CG 
\ Joan 
Eliade (Lydia) Curtiss CG 
acharioh How 
Serah How CG 
ISoroh Gilbert 


4 
4 


4 


married 
Leonard Walter 
Jerome in up- 
state New York 
in 1849. Jerome, 
descendant of an- 
other old Walling- 
ford family, was an 
international business 
man, publisher, finan-— 
cier, and sportsman. 
Their daughter, Jennie 
Jerome, married Lord Ran- 
dolph Churchill as her 

j first husband at the Brit- 
ish Embassy in Paris in 1874, 
Son Winston Leonard Spencer 
Churchill was born later that 
same year. 


‘Ambrose Hall 
Thomas Hall 
Thomas Hall CG 
lAbigail Atwater 
Ambrose Hall, Jr. 
| John Beach 
Mehitable Beach 
| Rebecca Barry 
Clarissa Hall 
David Willcox 
Clarissa Willcox 
lAnno Baker 
Jennie Jerome 
| Capt. Isaac Jerome 
Leonard Walter Jerome 
Aurore Murrey 
Sir Winston Spencer Churchill 
|Lord Randolph Churchill 


THis lineage is entered in the 
Curtiss Society computerized data 
bank, and more details are avail-—- 
able upon request. 180 of 189 
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LETTERS . 


Parker, Ruth E. Beardsley 44 Wexford Road, DeWitt, NY 13214 


She writes: " On 10 September 1989, I was fortunate enough to be able 
to go to Nazeing, Essex, England. I met the Reverend Martin Webster at 
the new church . of St. Giles. After the service Russ and Richard Annis 
very kindly took me to see All Saints Church and showed me The Curtiss 
Family plaque, dedicated in 198-"(?) ((1983) (Ed.) She also sent the 
following directions to get to Nazeing: 


Took Circle Tube to Liverpool Station and then 
349 AM train to Waltham Abbey Cross and thenoWv 
to Broxbourne where I took a cab to St. Giles, 
Nazeing. The 9:30 AM service had already begun, but 
I was made welcome and met Rev. Martin Webster and 
Russ Annis who was’ seated -beside me. . Later 
Russ and her husband Richard took me to see All 
Saints’ Church and showed me the Curtis(s) Family 
plaque. They very kindly took me back to the 
Broxbourne train station where I took the train back 


to London. 


Curtis, Ralph E. Jr. RD #2 Box 433, Greensburg, PA 15601 

. “New England is too far away for me to be able to attend reunions. 
I want you to know that my connection with this family is very meaningful 
to me. I am making sure my children know of their background and hope 
they will appreciate it as much as I do. I am especially thankful to you 


the rest of us can k 


FUNK, HARRIET D. 555 : g£ , 9 9-29-89 


Awfully sorry I can't be with the "cousins" at the parade, but I have to 
o to inspect my new (and lst) grandchild, Danielle Nicole Funk, b. January 
o Marris Mannfried Funk and » Silvia Del Pilar Cuevo Savredra de Funk 
+ Valman m 


the Colombian way of listing married women) Sorry about Velmore (Spamer). 
ery happy for the Wiggins. 


whe te ott 
eimai ae et Le 


OBITUARIES 


URTIS, DOROTHY EDITH Miss 3b. Scranton, PA May 5, 1913, daughter of 
enjamin Boothroyd Curtis and Sadie J. Sillman, died October 1989 in York, 
A. A member of the Society since 1978. She lost the use of her fingers 

o she learned to type and sent many informative letters to the Sditor 

bout the migration of her early family from Connecticut to Northeastern 
ennsylvania. She says, "I never find time to be bored". Miss Curtis is 
urvived by a cousin, Dorothy Curtis Lauterbach Pilny, living in Sentrose 
ursing Center, 2230 Executive Drive, Room 127, Hampton, VA 23666 rer Or ins 


_ Pascagoula Public Library 
- Local History. & Genealogy Department 


_cGartisheminttision 


a - I have heard that Winston Churchill was a descendant of John 
and Elizabeth Curtiss, among others. Is this true, and if so, do vau 
have the particulars of the line? a 


Six 


A - Yes, it is true that Churchill was a Curtiss descendant, 
tracing through Eliada (or Lydia) Curtiss of the fifth generation in 
America as shown on the attached chart. In i724 she married into the 
family of Thomas Hall of Wallingford, Caonn., her home town. Three 
generations later, Clarissa (or Clara) Hall — a noted beauty of her 
day - married Leonard Walter Jerome in upstate New York in 1849. 
Jerome, descendant of another old Wallingford family, was an 
international business man, publisher, financier, and sportsman. 

Their daughter, Jennie Jerome, married (first) Lord Randolph Churchill 
at the British Embassy in Paris in 1874. Son Winston Leonard Spencer 
Churchill was born later that same year. This ligdeage is in tie 

Curtiss Society computerized data bank, and mores details are available 
upon request. . 


29 December i989 


. GENEALOGICAL SERVICES OFFERED 


* AAS 


UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY for MEMBERS! 
Re RR EE nr 


se One of the goals of the Society is to update, censolidate, and 
correct the records of the descendants of John and Elizabeth Hutchins 
Curtiss, using a computerized data bank to permit keeping the 
information. ‘evergreen.’ It also permits the addition of data on 
female descendants whose records were not continued after marriage ay 
when their name became something other than ‘Curtiss” or ‘Curtis’ -— a i 
subject in which many of our members are keenly interested. 


The Society is particularly desirous of having an updated record 
of the Curtiss lineage of its members. The last printed volume was 
compiled in 1975, and many changes have taken place since then. In 
the past several years, a number of Society members hava submitted 
information to be entered into the computerized data base (about 3,00c¢ 
records of individusls are now in place, including the tirst six 
generations of Curtisses in America), and to further this process in 
1990, the Society proposes to underwrite the entire cost of such 


entries as a unique service only for its members in good standing. On 
average, entry of an individual record costs about #1.00. Once they 

are entered, members can acquire individualized printouts of their own 
lineage charts — family group sheets, pedigree charts, etc. — for only 


25 cents each. 


To take advantage of this opportunity, just fill out a ‘Data 
Sheet for Individual Names and Records’ for entries to Family Roots 


sheet for each individual — husband, wife, parent, or child, and send 
to the Society’s Genealogy Committee c/o South Britain Associates, Box 
128, South Britain, Conn. 06487. It is not necessary to write out 
information already in the printed volumes; just "new” data. If you 
have questions, call Mary or Dick Ferry at (203) 264-2993, but don’t 
miss this unusual benefit of membership in the Curtiss/Curtis Society 
not known to be available to family society members elsewhere! A 
number of our members have already been introduced to "new" ancestors 
by this pooling of information. You will be advised when your entries 


are complete and printouts available. 
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CURTISS QUERIES | 


Charlies ia? 


Page Five 


From Mary L. Jamison (Mrs. 


Newtown Square, Fa., 19073: 


We find in my husband’s lines that he has John and Elizabeth 
Curtiss for ancestors three times. One line is from John (1), John 
(2), Thomas (3), Joseph (4), Feter (5), and Asenath Curtiss (46), who 
married Bigelow Lawrence. The Curtiss descendency 21lso0 appears twice 
in the female lines of the Joseph Burritt family of Stratford, Conn. 


2431 Horton Road, 


But there is another Curtis ancestor we cannot identify and would 
be happy if someone could. He was Phineas Curtis of East Haven, 
Conn., mar. 28 May 1759 Hannah Russell, dau. of Edward and Catherine 
Utter Russell of East Haven. They had three chs Beniamin, Abigail. 
and Fhineas Curtis Jr. who mar. Mary Chedsey on 4 July 1787, dau. of 
John Jr. and Sarah Shepard Chedsey (sometimes Chidsey). The dau. of 
Phineas Jr. was the wife of Joseph Burritt whose ancestry mentioned 
above includes the John and Elizabeth Curtiss lines. Any suggestions? 


From Gwyne Love Jensen, £703 Central Avenue, Middletown, 
Ohio, 45044: 


My Curtiss ancestry traces from John (1), William (2), Zachariah 
(3), Jeremiah (4), John (5), Lucy (6), who married James Coach Carter. 
Their son, George Rodney Carter (7), married Julia Foster on 17 
September i822 in Suffield, Conn., and I need help in finding her 
Parents and/or ancestry. She was b. in Granby, Cann., 20 March 1798, 
had eight ch., moved to Delaware Co., Ohio, where she d. 20 November 
1884, in Genoa Twp., having outlived her husband by some 40 years. 


oK . _ MERRIMAN | - 


For those descendants who trace their Curtiss lineage back to 
John and Elizabeth Hutchins Curtiss (1), John and Elizabeth _——__ 
Curtiss (2), and Thomas and Mary Merriman Curtiss (3), the following 
information about the Merriman forebears has been sent to the Saciety 
by descendant Grace Terry via member Iva Lou Lindgren. Details have 
been entered into the computer data bank, from which copies are 
available on request. 


Mary Merriman (3) was dau. of Nathaniel and Joan _____ Merriman 
(2) of Wallingford, Conn. Nathaniel (2) was the only one of the three 
cn. Jt weorge and Merriman (1) of London to emigrate to America. 


George (1) was one of five ch. of Gregory and Mary Ring Merriman (0) 
of Witney, Oxford, England. Farents of Gregory (9) were Thomas and 
Jaan ene Merriman (-1), earliest known ancestors b.c. i510/4 in 
Witney, Oxford, who also had five ch. Source: Jacobus. Thank you 
Grace and Iva Lou for sending these additions to the Curtiss herdbage! 


= January 1990 ! © ppt See ree 
: \ SS of 
Can anyone identify Phebe ? b probably c 1720 in 

Vlary M. Van Stratford Ct. area who was the wife of Benjamin CURTISS, s/w 
77 Call ; Pps David/Diana Wakelee CURTISS. Their marriage was not recorded 
ane Vera UZ =nor was birth of their first child Ephraim CURTISS, bc 1742. 
a Jolla, CA 92037 Apparently Stratford records lost for this time period. 

Additional children of Ephraim: Solomon, Phebe, Abe(g3 afh39 

born Stratford. Any suggestions appreciated. 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 


GENEALOGY COLLECTION 

DO NOT CIRCULATE 
oe Richmond H. Curtiss, Editor 
CHRONICLE A * 2 234 Joshua Point Road 
: . Leete’s Island 
Guilford, CT 06437 


The Dol and Clisabetl pe 
Curtis/Curtiss Society Stratford 


=| en 


on Housatonic 163 January 1990 


Introducing the new Curtis/Curtiss Chronicle 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


This is the first edition of our Curtis/Curtiss Chronicle, which is 
expected to be issued 3 or 4 times a yéar, instead of annually. Most of 
our members do not get to our Annual Meeting, largely because of distance 
and therefore their communication from the Society is only once a year. 
This may be an inadequate means of keeping interest alive. We will make a 
good try to increase-the tempo in a smaller format. There is considerable 
time spent on the annual issue, which is a heavy load on the Editor in 
one lump. Spreading this time over 3 or 4 issues should even out the load. 

We hope you like the change and encourage your reactions and 
suggestions for new ideas and services. 


- So = . = 'e Oy 
"eS FR Se 6 


This was the Society's entry in the Stratford 350th Anniversary 
Parade. It was a painted wagon, the property of the Newtown Historical 
Society. In the early part of the century, it was the delivery wagon 

of the S.Curtis Box Company of Sandy Hook. The driver, Mrs. Werner of 
Southbury, drove her horse and over her shoulder you can See the head 

of Sarah Curtiss Campbell, propping up the sign which had been blown 

down by the high wind of that day. The other costumed descendants who 

walked behind the wagon were: Pamela Curtis Quist, Nelson's grand- 

daughter, Carolyn Curtiss, Richmond's granddaughter and Richmond Curtiss, 

Jr., Richmond's son from Virginia. .The wagon was completely overhauled 

and painted in Amish Country and was a gift of Nelson Curtis to The 184 of 189 
Newtown Historical Society. (Photo courtesy of The Stratford Star) 


’age Two 


NEW MEMBERS 1989 


Ahern, Mary Arthur 
Arthur, Mrs. Robert 
Bachman, Betsey P. 
Baker, Elise 

Bastow, Barbara A. 
Bond, Ruth E 

Bonin. Jean’ Curtis 
3uckley, William 
Sutler, Betsy P. 
Surtis, Alan Seymour 
durtiss, Carolyn H. 
Jurtis, Christine 
jurtiss, Clayton III 
jurtiss, Dale, 
>urtiss, Grant H. 
surtis, James R 
rurtis, James R. Jr 
jurtis, Kristine 
turtiss, Margaret L. 
turtis, Nelson G. Jr 
surtiss, Richmond III 
surtiss, Thomas R 
surtis, Gloria 
‘urtiss, Wm. Perry III 
Junn, Kathleen L. 
ingley, Lisa 
rallasch, Tyler 
ileckler, Martha 
iustafson, Francis C 
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Quincy, MA 
Wethersfield, CT 
Spring Lake Hts.NJ 
Taneytown, MD 
Yreka, CA 
Bridgeport, CT 
Wethersfield, CT 
Derry, Nil 

Mill Valley, CA 
Arlington Hts, IL 
Hamden, CT 
Windham, NH 
Newtown, CT 

Mesa, CO 

Brooklyn Park, MN 
Windham, NH 
Roxbury, CT 

New Haven, CT 
Richmond, VA 
Mountain View, CA 
Tokyo, Japan 
Alexandria, VA 
West Sacramento, CA 
Vail, CO 

Columbia, MO 
Cambridge, MA 
Webster, NY 
Worthington, OH 
Columbus, Off 


IOTICE OF THE 1990 ANNUAL MEETING 


Haraske, Edward 
Haraske, Sally 
Hovey, Dorothy 


Hutchinson, Arthur 
Jamieson, Charles 
Johnson, Curtiss S$ 
Johnson, Barbara P 
Jones, Agnes, . 
McGann, Curtis 
Mathews, Barbara 


Naramore, Jill 

Obey, Wilda 

Quist, John 

Quist, Pamela 

Rader, Suzanne 
Ripley, Helen Curtis 
Ruby, John 


_ Ruby, Lois 


Ruby, Richard 
Ruby, Robert J. Jr 
Scherer, John L. 
Sirsis, Susan B. 
Smith, Robert D. 
Troemner, Deborah 
Weissmann, Ferne 
Wiggin, May 
Wilbur, Thomas 


the Annual Meeting of the Society will be held in 
rUTLFORD, CT. on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, at the HOB NOB 
RESTAURANT on Route # 1 at 10:00 A.M.Further details 
vill be coming along later. Guilford was founded the 
same year (1639) as Stratford. Please save the date: 


‘EOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE MEMBERSHIP 


he roster of the Curtis/Curtiss Society members as of 
anuary 1989 showed them in 42 states and Canada.There 
‘ere no members in: Alabama, Colorado, Idaho,North 
lakota, Rhode Island,Utah, West Virginia or Wyoming. 
he states with the greatest number were: 


onnecticut 68 Florida 13. Texas 9 
ew York 26 California 12 Oregan 5 
hio 22 Michigan 9 Virginia 5 


ETTERS Because of limited space and time, 
‘our letters will be published in the 
Chronicle". We do appreciate your letting 
is know how you are and family happenings. 


April 


Bethel, CT 
Bethel, CT 
Arlington, VA 
Springfield, VA 
Newton Square, PA 
Essex, CT 
Essex, Ct. 
Chattanooga, TN 
Woodbury,.CT 
Lexington, MA 
Bridgeport, CT 
Hinckley, MN 
New Preston, CT 
New Freston, CT 
Trumbull, CT 
Milford, CT 
Stratford, CT 
Stratford, CT 
Trumbull, Ctl 
Madison, CT 
Rexford, NY 
Norwalk, CT 
St.Louis, MO 
Moorestown, NJ 
West Newton, MA 
Stratford, CT 
East Lansing, MI 
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RICHMOND CURTISS HONORED 


At the Annual Meeting of the Society,. October 7, 1989 in Stratford, 
the President requested that the members rise in recognition of the inval- 
uable contribution that Rich Curtiss had made in recent years to the Society. 


Rich served as President from 1961 - 1965, and as Secretary 
Since that time. He has increasingly been performing duties much 
broader than is usually expected of a Secretary. For many years, 
it should be said, that he has been our mainstay and deserves 
the credit for holding us together. After serving as your Presi- 
dent for one year, I have an appreciation for his boundless energy 
and sense of urgency for the organization, despite his many other 
community duties and responsibilities. At the same time, he Shows 
a sensitivity for others and has been able to see the work done 
with diplomacy. 


Rich was born in New Haven in 1907, attended Hillhouse High 
School and earned a Bachelor of Science Degree at the University 
of Vermont. After earning a Master's Degree in Forestry at Yale, 
he served as Assistant Superintendent of Parks in New Haven for 
ll years. He was Production Planner for the Snow-Nabstedt Gear 
Corporation Hamden from 1942 to 1957 (The plant was the winner of 
4 Army-Navy "E" Awards during the War). After 8 years at Flexible 
Tubing in Guilford, he was eae and a Trustee at The Guilfors a. : 
SavingsBank and retires i . i. : 

= aileiadioniliasio Richmond H. Curtiss 


He was married to Sarah Walden and had three sons, all Yale graduates 
and one daughter, who graduated from Brown-There are 8 grandchildren. He 
has been an avid walker and between 1976 and 1983 took ten walks with his 
wife Sally, totalling 1400 miles. His many community activities include 
years of service on School Building Committees, Board of Education,Commun- 
ity Fund, Planning and Zoning, Red Cross, Recycling and Volunteer Library 
work. He has served as Deacon and Trustee of his Church and was Superin- 


tendent of the Sunday School. 


All in all, he has given a life of service to his community and is a 
very solid citizen. We are indebted to him for his very valuable service 
to our Society and we owe him a vote of deeply felt thanks. 


Nelson G. Curtis 


GENEALOGICAL SERVICES OFFERED 


The Genealogical Committee of ae Snes REY offers the following 
services to members: 


- Since the supply of new volumes of printed Curtiss 
genealogies is virtually exhausted, existing copies may be accessed at 
Committee H@ at the South Britain Public Library (as well as at major 
public libraries in Hartford, Stratford, Boston, and New York). 


- Copies of pages from the Curtiss genealogies will be 
provided by the Committee on request. 


- Members’ updated family information will be entered in the 
Society’s computerized data base. This is especially important for 
female Curtiss descendants whose ancestral lines are not usually 
recorded elsewhere. 


- Frintouts from the Society’s growing computerized data 
bank on known individual Curtiss family members can be provided as an 
individualized ancestral record. 


- Inquiries about Curtiss ancestors will be entertained, 
responded to (if possible), published in the ‘Chronicle,’ and/or 
researched —- for a fee —- if desired. 


For further information about any of these services, contact Mary 
Curtis Perry or VF Richard Ferry at Box 128, Library Road, South 186 of 189 
Britain, Conn. 06487, telephone (203) 264-2993. 
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OBITUARIES 


MEMBERS AND FORMER MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 


Curtis, Marguerite Helen b. Winsted, CT, June 1,1893 - attended the 
1987 Society Reunion in Woodbury, CT d. Winsted, CT February, 1,1988 


Curtis, Mary Christiansen b. Southbury, CT, May 5, 1912, 


meBurritt 


Robinson Curtis, April 1, 1935. d. Southbury,CT December 6, 1988 


-Davis, Grace Turner b. London, England m. Curtiss Gridley Davis 
d. Willowdale, Ont. August 26, 1989 


Other deaths: 


Post, Daniel R. b.c.1922,son of Frederick Curtis Post d.Arcadia, CA 
June 1989 (First cousin of Patricia Post (Society member) 


Richardson, John Sammis 


after the meeting. Date not readily available. 


Speaker @&t the 1989 Reunion died shortly 


VILCOXSON—Albert A. Wilicox- 
son, age 78, formerly of Main St., 
Stratford, a retired controller, for 
the former McKesson Labora- 
tories, died Tuesday, Sept. 12, 
1989 {In Griffin Hospital, Derby. 
Born In Stratford where he fived 
most of his life Mr. Wilcoxson 
was a graduate of Boston Univer- 
sity, he was a member & past 
Master of the Housatonic Grange 
& past treasurer of the Conn. 
State Grange. Senlor warden 
Emeritus of Christ Episcopal 
Church, Stfd, member of St. 
John's Uodge #8, a 32nd degree 
mason & shriner, a long time 
member of the Kiwanis Club & 
3pt Junior Achievement. He was 
1 past-president of the Stratford 
-Ibrary Assoc., & a Stratford Jus- 
ce of the Peace. He was the 
widower of Helen Garlick Wilcox- 


Velmore B. Spamer, 72 


Velmore B. Spamer, 72, of Stratford, a retired assistant 
commissioner with the State of Connecticut Department of 
Transportation, died Sept. 20, 1989 in his home. 


Born in Stratford, he was a lifelong resident and a U.S. 
Army veteran of World War II. He was a 32nd degree Ma- 
son and a member of St. John’s Lodge #8 A.F.&A.M. in 
Stratford. He was an assistant director of the state of Con- 
necticut American Association of Retired Persons and a 
former president of thé Stratford Chapter A.A.R.P. He was 
a past Senior Warden of Christ Episcopal Church, a mem- 
ber of the Stratford Library Association board and the 
Committee on Aging in Stratford. He was the current Mas- 
ter of the Housatonic Grange and a member and past pres- 
ident of the Stratford Historical Society. 


"Survivors include his wife, Claribel Nothnagle Spamer 
of Stratford; two sons, Lawrence E. Spamer of Stratford 
and James B. Spamer of Dallas, Texas; two daughters, 
Emiazy Lou Swanson of Fountain Vaiiey, Caiif., and Eliz- 
abeth Enas of Colorado Springs, Colo.; a sister, Florence 
Alcott of Zypherhills, Fla.; two grandchildren, Christopher 
R. and Amy Swanson; and several nieces and nephews. 


DORIS CURTIS FLORENCE BROWN CLEMENTS 


In loving memory of my sister who died October 10, 
timely death was a blow to me.I am thinking of the many times she 


attended the Curtis Reunions in Stratford. 


1988. 


Doris represented the 


Margaret Cook Seiler 


MILFORD — Margaret Daisy 
Cook Seiler, 92, of 668 New Haven 
Ave., died Tuesday, Oct. 10, 1989, 
in Milford Hospital after a brief 
illness. She was the widow of 
Matthew Seiler. 

Mrs. Seiler, a daughter of the 
late Harry and Mary Farrell Cook, 
was born in Creskill, N.J., Aug. 20,- 
1897, and was a resident of Mil- 
ford for many years. 

She was a retired registered 
nurse and physiotherapist. She was 
a member of the Milford Histori- 
cal Society, a member of St. 
Mary’s Guild and the National So- 
ciety of John and Elizabeth Curtis. 
Mrs. Seiler was a member of the 
Witness Singing Society. 


Her un- 


true 


spirit of the Curtis Family and I'm sure all of you will miss her 


. presence there. 
- song. Please understand how we Curtises here 
(I only finished one verse) 

“Dear Lord, help me to carry my Cross 


heritage. 


I asked her what I should do. 


Unknown waves will overtake me. 
My Source, my Redeemer, my healing Thou art 
Just what You want, let it be here in my heart." 


She told me to write a 
feel about our great 


without a complaint, 


Dedicated to her sister by Mrs. Lulu Curtis Mae Meredith 


P.0.Box 385, Catlettsburg, KY 41129 
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CURTISS QUERIES 4, 
4 


Ql - I’m teying to prove the Curtiss ancestry of my great-grand- 
mother, ‘Leva’ or ‘Levey’, sometimes ‘Lucy,’ perhaps “Mary Levinia’ 


Curtiss, but her parentage isn’t in the published Curtiss books. Born 


in Conn. in 1800, she married David Gillett Goodwin in 1828 in 
Middlebury, Conn. Had sons Freston Curtiss and William Fentfield 


Goodwin. The family lived briefly in Northfield, Conn., then moved to 


N. E. Fennsylvania about 18232 and lived in Rush, Laceyville, and 
Wyalusing, Fa., where Leva died and was buried in 1872. She was 
perhaps daughter of Freston Curtiss and Betsey Benham of Conn., but I 
can’t find confirmation. Flease send any info or leads to Tanny 
Goodwin Gustafson, 1991 Stanford Road, Columbus, Ohio 42212, or call 
(614) 4868-22311. == 


AS - I note thak in my early Curtiss lineage there were several 


intermarriages with people named ‘Birdseye’ or ‘Birdsey.’ Do you have 


information about that family and where the name came from? 

AZ - Yes, there were many interconnections between the Curtisses 
and the Birdseye family (‘Birdsey’ is the same line) in and around 
Stratford. The immigrant ancestor of their line was John Hirdseve, 
who came from Reading, Berkshire, England, in 1636. He came first to 
New Haven, then to Milford, but soon moved further west to Stratford 
where he and his descendants were numerous and prominant for many 
generations. Rev. Nathan Birdseye was still preaching at the 
Fresbyterian Church there in 1814 at age 100. A writer in 1879 said, 
"the Birdseye pedigree is the central stem of all Stratford 
genealogies." 

The origin of the name ‘Birdseye’ presumably dates back to 
the lth century during the reign of Edward I when Utopha, a maid of 
honor to the Queen, was hunting with her hawk. The hawk was thwarted 
in seizing its expected prey and turned its maddened flight toward it 
gentle handler when, ‘on the spur of the moment, one of the attendant 
cavaliers named Eldred shot an arrow from his bow, piercing the bird 
through its eyes, thus saving his mistress from harm. For this 


service and his skill at archery, Eldred was knighted with the name of 


"Sir Birdseye." His official coat of arms showed a hawk with both 


eyes pierced by an arrow. The Latin motto on the shield is translated 


as “Held the bird by sight." This is said to have been the beginning 
of the well known family line with the surname *BRirdseye." 


Sources: "History of New Haven County" ed. by J. L. Rockey, 1892; 
"Register of the Book of Heraldry" of the English Nobility; 
"Lippincott's Magazine," July 1879. 
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CURTIS/CURTISS 
50th ANNIVERSARY 


A copy of. the anniversary cover commemorating the 350th Anniversry of 


the founding of the Town of Stratford and the 50th Anniversary of the founding 


of the Curtis/Curtiss Society. These covers were furnished by the Nutmeg 
Stamp Club and were sold at the Reunion. (all sold out) 
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6. 


SOCIETY OBJECTIVES Nelson G. Curtis, President 


Last January at our first Executive Committee Meeting, I raised 
the question,"What are the Society's objectives?" As far as I know none 
have been written down and I think it is important that we agree on why 
we have the Society. This would provide guidance to your officers in 
their functions. I made some suggestions at that time and have, since 
then, somewhat expanded them. Here are my Suggested objectives for 
the Curtis/Curtiss Society: 


Objectives 


(1) To preserve the memory of and sense of pride in the original 


Curtis/Curtiss founders of Stratford and their early descendants. 

(2) To maintain a relationship with All Saints Parish Church in 
Nazeing, Essex, England as the mother country and origin of our Fore- 
fathers 

(3) To maintain and continuously up-date genealogical data in 
order to help present and future members trace their family lines, and 
enable the Society to provide an advisory genealogical service. 

4) To provide for a continuity of leadership to insure the sur- 
vival of the Society and its objectives. “ 

(5) To invest efforts and funds in Stratford, as the "Mother Town" 
of our first ancestors in this country, in order to support the histor- 
ical and educational activities of that community 

(6) To carry forward a record of the family members who have made 
significant contributions to their communities, states and nation. 


Note: Will you please read these over two or three times and think 
whether’ you would change them, and how, by deletion or addition? 

I have never had a reaction from anyone in the Society and am anxious 
to have a written set of objectives. I would like ety much to know 
of your thoughts on the subject either: by post:card,’ letter or phone. 


lotice:There have been many gravestones damaged in the Stratford 
remetery. If you wish to donate to restore Curtis/Curtiss Stones, send 
rour contribution to: Roy Severence, Congregationai Burying Ground 
issociation, 565 Chickadee Lane, Stratford, CT 06497 


FROM: The Hohn and Elisabeth F r Reference Il 
Curtis/Curtiss Society O 
RICHMOND H. CURTISS, Secretary — 
234 Joshua Point Road " Not to be taken from this Too 
Guilford, Connecticut 06437 
TO 


s _ 189 of 189 


